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an international census.
A 30mph speed limit is introduced for
towns and villages.

1936 
Morgan, specialists in economical three-
wheelers since 1909, introduces its first
four wheeler.
Fiat launches the 500A, with full-length
sunroof. Its appearance earns it the
nick-name ‘Topolino’ while 55mpg
economy makes it very popular, particu-
larly in its home country.
Ferdinand Porsche begins development
and construction of prototype
‘Volkswagens’ to demonstrate his con-
cept to Adolf Hitler.
Fifty-four percent of families in the
United States now own a car.

1937
800 miles of autobahn have been built
in Germany at a cost of £56,000 a mile.

1938
The Volkswagen goes into production in
Nazi Germany. 
The British government raises the petrol
tax from 8d to 9d per gallon.
Morris launches the Series E 8hp

Saloon at £128, the cheapest car in
Britain.

1939
Britain, France, Australia and New
Zealand declare war on Germany on
September 3rd.
The British Government introduces
petrol rationing. Petrol is exchanged for
coupons allowing each motorist about
200 miles of motoring
per month. 
There are now two
million cars on
Britain's roads.

1940
Car production in Britain is put on hold
as most factories go over to munitions
production. 
Enzo Ferrari leaves Alfa Romeo to
establish Auto-Avio Costruzioni Ferrari. 

1941
Packard becomes the first car manufac-
turer to offer air conditioning.

1942
Mr Theodore Porter, a joiner and organ
builder from Clevedon in North
Somerset, joins the Company of Veteran
Motorists. 70 years later, at the tender
age of 98, he is GEM’s longest-serving
member. 

1944
Volvo introduces its first ‘safety cage’
for car occupants.

1945
World War II ends.
Henry Ford hands over the Presidency
of his company to his grandson.

1946
The British motor industry celebrates its
50th birthday. 
Petrol rationing for British motorists is
increased by 50 per cent.
Ford of Britain produces its millionth

car, an 8hp Anglia. 
The first Ferrari takes to the road.

1947
Henry Ford dies at the age of 84.
David Brown buys Aston Martin. 

1948
Morris introduces the Minor family car,
designed by Alec Issigonis. 
Jaguar announces the XK120 sports car.
Citroen introduces the 2CV.
Rover introduces the 4 wheel drive
Land Rover. 

1950
The British government ends petrol
rationing but doubles fuel tax.
60% of American families now own a
car.

1951
Ferdinand Porsche dies, aged 75. 
Triumph announces the TR and Healey
introduces its 100/4 sports cars. 

1952
Mercedes shows the 300SL 'gull wing'
sports coupe.

1953 
Singer announces the SMX Roadster,
Britain’s first plastic-bodied production
car. Only 12 are made before the project
is abandoned.
General Motors launches the Corvette, a
radical glass-fibre-bodied roadster con-
cept car featuring a wrap-around wind-
shield and powered by a venerable
straight six engine. 
Porsche introduces the 550 ‘Spyder’
racing car.

1954
The 50 millionth General Motors car
rolls off the production line.
The two seat Ford Thunderbird roadster
is announced.
The new Jaguar D Type racing car is

introduced at Le Mans without success.

1955
The revolutionary Citroen DS19 is
introduced with a futuristic aerodynam-
ic body, self-levelling hydropneumatic
suspension, power steering and braking,
and automatic jacks.
McDonald’s opens its first drive-thru
hamburger bar.

1956
Fuel supplies are seriously limited by
the Suez crisis, resulting in rationing in
Britain.

1957
The Lotus Elite (Type 14) is announced,
featuring a revolutionary fibreglass con-
struction. 
The American Congress approves con-
struction of the 41,000 mile Interstate
highway system. 

A new Fiat 500 is introduced featuring a
rear-mounted vertical twin-cylinder air
cooled engine.

1958
Volvo introduces the seatbelt.
Work starts on the Ml ‘London to
Birmingham’ Motorway, the UK’s first.

Roads around London are governed by
a new 40mph speed limit. 
Ford produces its fifty millionth car.
A record one million cars are produced
in Britain.

1959
The UK Government reduces Purchase
Tax on new cars from 60 to 50 per cent.
Dutch manufacturer DAF begins car
production, using the Variomatic belt-
drive automatic transmission.
The M1, Britain’s first motorway, is
opened by The Right Honourable Ernest
Marples, Minister of Transport. A wide
network is planned.
British Motor Corporation introduces
the Morris Mini-Minor and Austin
Seven variants. 
The Ford Anglia arrives. It is a small
family car with conventional mechani-
cal layout. 

1960
OPEC (The Organization of Petroleum
Exporting Countries) is formed to give
the oil producing countries more power
over crude oil prices. 
The millionth Morris Minor leaves the
production line, one of a series of 350
painted in a celebratory shade of lilac
with white leather upholstery. 

1961
The Cortina Mk I is introduced by Ford
of Britain.
The ‘MOT’ test is introduced by Ernest
Marples, requiring that all cars over 10
years old are subjected to an annual test.

1963
The Leyland Motor Corporation is
formed under Sir Henry Spurrier.
The Hillman Imp is unveiled to com-
pete with the BMC Mini. 

1964
Triumph launches the 2000 family
saloon. (continued on page 28)

1932 
The Company of Veteran Motorists is
founded. It’s just a year after the publi-
cation of the first Highway Code.
Ford moves from Manchester to
Dagenham over one weekend without
losing any production, at the same time
as designing its first car for the
European market, the 8hp model Y.
Hillman introduces the Minx, a small
family saloon.

1934 
A 30mph limit is imposed in built-up
areas by Transport Minister Leslie
Hore-Belisha.
Pedestrian ‘Zebra’ crossings are intro-
duced, illuminated by a flashing orange
‘Belisha’ beacon.
New drivers are required to pass a test.
Morris Motors’ first conveyor assembly
line is installed at Cowley.
Construction of the German autobahn
system commences, conceived by Adolf
Hitler as a productive way of harnessing
the unemployed masses. 

1935
There are now 35 million motor vehi-
cles on the world’s roads, according to
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1935 and the first edition of ‘Veteran Motorist’
SSuuppppoorrtteedd bbyy aa rraafftt ooff aapppprroopprriiaattee aaddvveerrttiissiinngg,,
tthhee mmaaggaazziinnee llaauunncchheedd ttoo aa ddeelliigghhtteedd mmeemmbbeerr--
sshhiipp iinn 11993355.. GGrraacciinngg tthhee ffrroonntt ccoovveerr wwaass tthhee
HHeennlleeyy TTyyrree CCoommppaannyy,, pprrooccllaaiimmiinngg tthhaatt tthhrriiffttyy
mmoottoorriissttss sshhoouulldd rreeaadd tthhee ‘‘TTyyrree WWaayy CCooddee’’,,
aavvaaiillaabbllee oonn aapppplliiccaattiioonn ttoo tthhee ccoommppaannyy aatt iittss
LLoonnddoonn ooffffiicceess.. 

HHooww ddoo wwee cchhoooossee wwhhaatt ttoo ppuutt oonn tthhee
ffrroonntt ccoovveerr ooff eeaacchh eeddiittiioonn tthheessee ddaayyss?? IItt’’ss tthhee
eeddiittoorr’’ss rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy ttoo iiddeennttiiffyy ppoossssiibbllee
tthheemmeess,, wwhhiicchh aarree tthheenn ccoonnssiiddeerreedd bbyy aann eeddii--
ttoorriiaall ccoommmmiitttteeee tthhaatt mmeeeettss ffoouurr ttiimmeess aa yyeeaarr..
SSoommeettiimmeess wwee ggoo ffoorr aa ssttrraaiigghhttffoorrwwaarrdd bbuutt
ssttrriikkiinngg ccaarr iimmaaggee.. AAtt ootthheerr ttiimmeess wwee aaiimm ttoo
lleeaavvee rreeaaddeerrss wwoonnddeerriinngg aabboouutt wwhhaatt iitt’’ss ttoo
ddoo wwiitthh oorr wwhhaatt iitt mmeeaannss.. WWhhoo kknnoowwss,, yyoouu
mmaayy sseeee aa cchhaapp wwiitthh aa ppiippee aaggaaiinn oonnee ddaayy!!

1938: sign of the times
SSoo tthhee HHiigghhwwaayy CCooddee hhaadd oonnllyy bbeeeenn
aarroouunndd ffoorr sseevveenn yyeeaarrss bbyy tthhee ttiimmee tthhiiss
pphhoottooggrraapphh aappppeeaarreedd iinn tthhee mmaaggaazziinnee..
BBuutt tthheerree’’ss nnoo ddoouubbttiinngg tthhee ccllaarriittyy aanndd

sseennssee ooff tthhiiss ppaarrttiiccuu--
llaarr oorriiggiinnaall ssiiggnn,, ppuutt
uupp bbyy aa ffaarrmmeerr ttoo
wwaarrnn mmoottoorriissttss.. TThhiiss
ppaarrttiiccuullaarr aarrttiissttiicc
eeffffoorrtt ccoouulldd bbee ffoouunndd
oonn aa rrooaadd nneeaarr
CChhaappeell--eenn--llee--FFrriitthh..

1938: we review the Rolls-Royce Phantom III

IInnttrroodduucceedd iinn 11993366 ttoo aann aawwee--ssttrruucckk
ppuubblliicc,, tthhee PPhhaannttoomm IIIIII iinncclluuddeedd aa ffoouurr--
ssppeeeedd mmaannuuaall ggeeaarr--
bbooxx aanndd wwaass ppooww--
eerreedd bbyy aa 77..33--lliittrree,,
VV1122 eennggiinnee.. IItt wwaarr--
rraanntteedd aa ffuurrtthheerr mmeenn--
ttiioonn iinn 11993388 bbeeccaauussee
aann oovveerrddrriivvee mmeecchhaa--

nniissmm wwaass aaddddeedd iinn tthhaatt yyeeaarr.. IItt ccoouulldd
rreeaacchh ssppeeeeddss ooff 8888 mmpphh,, bbuutt aatt qquuiittee aa

pprriiccee;; ffuueell ccoonnssuummpp--
ttiioonn wwaass  jjuusstt 1100 mmppgg..
WWaattcchh oouutt ffoorr aa ppaarr--
ttiiccuullaarrllyy ffeettcchhiinngg bbllaacckk
aanndd yyeellllooww vveerrssiioonn iinn
tthhee JJaammeess BBoonndd
ccllaassssiicc,, GGoollddffiinnggeerr..

DDaaiimmlleerr aarrmmoouurreedd ssccoouutt ccaarrss wwiitthh tthheeiirr
ffaammoouuss fflluuiidd ffllyywwhheeeell ttrraannssmmiissssiioonn sseerrvveedd
iinn NNoorrtthh AAffrriiccaa aanndd SSiicciillyy wwiitthh ddiissttiinnccttiioonn..
DDaaiimmlleerr ssaaww ffiitt ttoo mmaakkee GGoooodd MMoottoorriinngg
rreeaaddeerrss aawwaarree ooff tthhee bbuuiilldd qquuaalliittyy tthheeyy
ccoouulldd eexxppeecctt wwhheenn ppeeaaccee rreettuurrnneedd.. 

1943: Daimler to war 
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1972 
A record l,900,000 cars are produced by
the British motor industry in this year.

1973
The Arab-Israeli War causes fuel supply
problems. 
Motorists queue for petrol and speeds
are restricted to 50mph to conserve
national stocks and consumption.
Chevrolet offers airbags in some models

as a reaction to a rise in fatal car acci-
dents in the USA.

1974
The last of 11,916,519 VW ‘Beetles’ to
be built at Wolfsburg, leaves the pro-
duction line.
The VW Golf, a completely new water-
cooled, front wheel drive model
becomes an instant sales success. 
The last E Type Jaguar leaves the
Coventry factory.
The US maximum speed limit is
reduced to 55 mph.

1975
The requirement to use arm signals in
the UK driving test is abolished.
Production of the Ford Escort MK1
comes to an end, and the Escort MK2,

with a squarer body style, arrives.
British Leyland gets a £200 million
cash injection from the UK
Government.
Jaguar replaces the E type with the XJS.
All American cars now come with cat-
alytic converters in the exhaust system
in an effort to cut emissions.

1976 
The Chrysler Alpine is voted European
Car of the Year.
Rover launches the 3500 ‘SD1’.

1977
Michael Edwardes takes over at British
Leyland.
Porsche introduces its 924 and 928
models, both featuring front-mounted
water-cooled engines and rear
transaxles. 

1978
GEM starts offering breakdown recov-
ery for its members.
Ford introduces the Fiesta, its first
front-wheel-drive small family car.
The Mercedes Benz S-class becomes
the first production car with ABS.

1979
Rolls Royce Motor Company is sold to
Vickers for £38m as part of the Rolls-
Royce engineering group. 

1980
The rear-wheel drive Ford Escort Mk2
production comes to an end to make
way for the new front-wheel-drive
Escort Mk3.

1981 
John DeLorean launches the DMC-12.
The Mercedes S-class gets an airbag.

1982
The Dutch firm, Gatsometer, introduces
its first mobile speed traffic camera.
Having built 8,563 DMC-12s, the
DeLorean Motor Company’s factory in
Northern Ireland shuts down.

1983
The Company of Veteran Motorists
becomes the Guild of Experienced
Motorists (or GEM for short). 
Front seatbelt use becomes compulsory
in the UK. 

1984
Renault releases its Espace, the first
MPV.

1985
Chrysler buys AMC and takes over pro-
duction of the Jeep range.

1986
The first speed camera is introduced, in
Friendswood, Texas.
Volkswagen takes a 51% share in
Spanish car makers SEAT.

1987
All new cars sold in the UK must now
be fitted with rear seatbelts.

1988
Enzo Ferrari dies in Modena, aged 90.
British Aerospace buys the Rover
Group.

1989
A tougher motorcycle test is introduced.
Wheel clamping begins in London.
Rear seatbealt use becomes compulsory
for children. 

1990
Following Czech approval, VW estab-
lishes a partnership with Skoda.

1991
Rear seat belts, if fitted, must be worn
by all occupants.

1993
Aston Martin introduce the DB7, with
sleek, modern bodywork, strong six
cylinder engines and Jaguar XJS under-
pinnings. 

1994
European crash test standards, later to
become EuroNCAP, begin.

1996 
The Museum of Modern Art in New
York places an early E-Type roadster on
permanent display. 
Jaguar introduces the V8 powered XK8
as a replacement for the venerable XJS.

1998
VW announces the New Beetle. 

1999
Aston Martin becomes part of Ford’s
Premier Automotive Group, joining
Jaguar, Lincoln and Volvo. 

2000
BMW ‘sells’ Rover and MG to The
Phoenix Group for a token £1. 

2001
Renault Laguna II becomes the first
EuroNCAP ‘five-star’ car.
Under the ownership of BMW, Rolls-
Royce moves production from Derby to
a new, purpose built factory next to the
old Grand Prix circuit at Goodwood,
West Sussex. 
BMW releases the ‘NEW MINI’. 
A new licence-plate numbering system
is introduced.

2002
Finnish sausage heir Jussi Salonaja is
caught driving at 50mph in a 25mph
zone. This results in a salary-based fine
of more than £120,000. 

2003
A hazard perception test is added to the
driving test.

It becomes illegal to use a hand-held
mobile phone while driving.
Production of the ‘Beetle’ finally comes
to an end at VW’s Puebla plant in
Mexico.
Arthur Chirkinian, a competitor in the
San Francisco to Miami Gumball Rally,
is clocked at 242mph in a 75mph zone
in Texas. 

2004
Production begins on the Aston Martin
Volante.
24-year-old Russian multimillionaire
Nikolas Smolensky purchases
Blackpool-based TVR for £15 million.

2005
MG Rover goes into administration.
Thousands of jobs are lost.

2006
Nissan announces that its new Qashqai
car will be built at the company's
Sunderland plant, with the cars being
exported worldwide, including to Japan.
TVR finally closes its doors.

2007
The Bentley marque enjoys continued
success under the parentage of
Volkswagen and its newest model is the
company's fastest ever production car -
the Continental GT Speed. 

2008
Auto Express magazine crowns GEM
Britain’s ‘best breakdown provider’.
Ford accepts an offer by Tata Motors
for the purchase of Land Rover and
Jaguar. 

2009
The town of Swindon abandons the use
of fixed speed cameras.

2010
Once again, GEM tops the Auto Express
table of breakdown providers.
A Swedish driver is detected speeding
at 180mph by a camera in Switzerland,
leading to a fine of £538,000.

2011
For the third time in four years, GEM is
the Auto Express magazine best break-
down provider.

2012
Abbie Tipler buys her first year’s break-
down cover from GEM Motoring
Assist. At the age of 18, she becomes
GEM’s youngest member. GM

(continued from page 27)
Despite continuing disinterest, front
seatbelts are now supplied as standard
in all American cars. 

1965
The Government introduces a 70 mph
maximum speed “as a four month
experiment”. 
Rolls Royce launches the Silver
Shadow, its first unit constructed car. 

1966
Rear seatbelts are now standard equip-
ment in all cars sold in the USA.
The Jensen FF becomes the first car to
be fitted with anti-lock brakes (ABS).

1967
The breathalyzer is introduced.
Swedish motorists swap from driving
on the left to driving on the right. 
All cars sold in Britain must now be fit-
ted with front seatbelts.

1968
Ford introduces the Escort range.
Rover offers the Buick-based V8 in the
P6 body-shell to create the 3005.

1969
Jaguar launches the XJ6. 
The new British Leyland introduces the
Austin Maxi. 

1970
Land Rover launches the Range Rover.

1971
Morris Minor production  ends.
Jaguar reveals its VI2 production
engine. 
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WWee’’rree iinnttrriigguueedd bbyy tthhee cciirrccuuss cchhaarraacctteerrss
aanndd ffaammiillyy mmeemmbbeerrss oonn tthhiiss ffrroonntt ccoovveerr!!

1972: caught in the act

1954: helpful advice for winter road skid control
GGEEMM hhaass aallwwaayyss pprriiddeedd iittsseellff oonn tthhee qquuaall--
iittyy aanndd rreelleevvaannccee ooff tthhee ssaaffeettyy iinnffoorrmmaa--
ttiioonn ppaasssseedd oonn ttoo iittss mmeemmbbeerrss aanndd tthhee
ggeenneerraall ppuubblliicc.. TThhiiss ppiiccttuurree ooff aa ccrraasshh oonn
aa KKeenntt rrooaadd,, ppuubblliisshheedd iinn 11995544,, hheellppeedd
mmaakkee tthhee ppooiinntt tthhaatt eevveenn sskkiilllleedd,, pprrooffeess--
ssiioonnaall ddrriivveerrss ccaann ssoommeettiimmeess ccoommee ttoo
ggrriieeff iiff tthheeyy rruunn oouutt ooff ttiimmee aanndd ssppaaccee
oonn wwiinntteerr rrooaaddss.. IIccyy aanndd ssnnoowwyy ssuurrffaacceess
iinnccrreeaassee ssttooppppiinngg ddiissttaanncceess bbyy aa ffaaccttoorr ooff
uupp ttoo 1100,, wwhhaatteevveerr vveehhiiccllee yyoouu aarree iinn..
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Always thinking bike, always thinking biker...
RRaarreellyy ddooeess aann eeddiittiioonn ooff GGoooodd MMoottoorriinngg
ggoo ttoo pprreessss wwiitthhoouutt oonnee oorr ttwwoo uusseeffuull
iitteemmss ffoorr mmoottoorrccyycclliissttss.. AA rreevviieeww ooff tthhiiss
BBMMWW bbiikkee aanndd ssiiddeeccaarr wwaass ppuubblliisshheedd iinn
11999944.. IInn 22000066,, rreettiirriinngg eeddiittoorr DDeerreekk HHaaiinnggee
wwaass ttrreeaatteedd ttoo aa VVIIPP ttoouurr wwiitthh aa ccoonnvvooyy ooff
ppoolliiccee mmoottoorrccyyccllee oouuttrriiddeerrss,, ggiivviinngg rreeaaddeerrss
aa rraarree gglliimmppssee iinnttoo tthhiiss eexxcclluussiivvee wwoorrlldd.. 

1952: suits you, sir! 
AAss wweellll aass ooffffeerriinngg ttooppiiccaall ffeeaattuurreess,, nneewwss,,
rreevviieewwss aanndd rrooaadd ssaaffeettyy aaddvviiccee,, GGoooodd
MMoottoorriinngg hhaass ooccccaassiioonnaallllyy ppuutt iittsseellff aatt
tthhee ccuuttttiinngg eeddggee ooff ffaasshhiioonn,, ttoooo.. TTaakkee

tthhiiss ssmmaarrtt ggeenntt’’ss bbeerreett
ffrroomm tthhee CChhrriissttmmaass
ggiifftt gguuiiddee ooff 11995522.. IItt
wwaass bbiilllleedd aass tthhee ppeerr--
ffeecctt hheeaaddggeeaarr ffoorr tthhee
ggeennttlleemmaann wwhhoo eennjjooyyss
tthhee ooppeenn rrooaadd iinn hhiiss
ccoonnvveerrttiibbllee!!
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