
 

Below is a list of common expressions in the English language. Beside each expression, indicate whether you have 
ever used this expression or heard someone else use it. Then, using the rating scale below, indicate whether you 
believe the meaning of this expression is positive, neutral, or negative. After you have rated each expression, list 
the characteristics of the group associated with it (as implied by the expression). It is okay if you do not know the 
meaning or characteristics.  

Have used or Rating 1=positive  Characteristics of group referred to in expression 
heard (Yes or 5=negative) 
no)?   

Welsh on a bet  
Dutch treat  
Indian giver  
Jew down a price  
Get your Irish up  
Ugly American  
Young Turk  
Excuse my French  
Got gypped  
Chinese fire drill  
Get off Scot free  
Barbarian  
Mexican standoff  
It’s all Greek to me  
Beware of Greeks 
bearing gifts  
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