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MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 

   

FIJI SCHOOL LEAVING CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION – 2011 

 

EXAMINER’S REPORT  

 

GEOGRAPHY 

 

 

It is indeed pleasing to note that the number of candidates for Geography continues to increase.  The 

teachers and the Social Science department in all schools are commended for taking up the challenge in 

making sure that the subject becomes competitive  in school.  In 2009, candidate registered for Geography 

were 3029, an increase in 2010 to 3648 and for the year 2011, the number has increased to 3822. 

 

With the increasing number of students, teachers must continue to acquire new teaching strategies for 

geography lessons in order for students to fully grasp the concepts and the knowledge and skills relevant 

and applicable to the subject. 

 

For 2011, the mark attained by the candidates’ ranges from 4 to 90 and again it reflects the need for 

improvement and focus on effective teaching and delivery of the subject.  For those who performed well 

did a tremendous work and must be commended and for those who did not must be encouraged to 

continue working in order to attain the skills and knowledge of the subject. 

 

Several mistakes surfaced during the course of marking and it clearly shows that simple and important 

things that are the essence and basics for teaching this subject have been overlooked or neglected.  These 

could have contributed to the poor performance of some candidates.  In certain areas, there is evidence 

that skills and content are not taught well and lack of information provided to students.  Teachers therefore 

must take time to read the examiner’s report to be able to identify the need and areas for improvement. 

 

Generally, Question 1 is compulsory and is always the challenging part of the paper.  As geography 

teachers, be reminded that the four components that make up the topic cannot be taught independently 

without each influencing the other.  Students must also know and understand how each component 

interact and influence human activities and the environment.  The most attempted essay for Question one 

was essay (ii) even though some interpreted the question as “how man exploit the native forest”.  Those 

who attempted Essay (i) did fairly as some were not clear with the climatic control and climatic elements. 

 

Question 2 and 3 also had some challenging questions which many students found confusing and difficult 

to attempt.  It is important to teach various way of tackling questions and introduce possible question 

types that can be asked in the exam.  However, quite a number showed that they fully understood and have 

acquired the knowledge and skills related to the two questions.  The onus is on the teacher to introduce 

students to such strategy and technique while encountering such questions during the examination. 

 

For Section B, the most attempted questions were 4, 5 and 6 while the few who attempted Question 7 did 

quite well.  Those who attempted Question 4 really did well which showed that they were well versed with 

skills and knowledge relating to Agriculture.  However, the concept of “sustainability” has not been fully 

understood by those who attempted the essay which was reflected in the answer. 
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Question 5 was the most liked one as majority of the candidates attempted this question.  However, many 

had no idea of the location of and were Tasmania locating places on the Australian map as a whole.  The 

word “adverse” was not understood by many thus affecting the answers provided which was totally the 

opposite of what the question was all about.  Being the popular topic, teachers are encouraged to find 

ways and means of gathering as many information as they could whilst teaching the topic.  Teachers are 

therefore encouraged to explore new concepts that can possibly be used in specific topics instead of 

relying on everyday used concepts.  Geography is a dynamic subject and many a times, there are new 

concepts introduced which as geography teachers must adapt for classroom learning. 

 

One of the main challenges that we have experienced in the past years is the inability of the candidates to 

correctly locate and name places on the map and identify the correct map that represents a particular 

country.  It cost marks when they lack this knowledge. 

 

The overall results attained by our candidates do suggest the need for improvement in our approach in 

teaching Geography.  Again, to emphasize, Geography is a dynamic subject and teachers need to keep 

abreast with latest development whether physical, social, cultural, and political or even in skills and 

concepts. 

 

As facilitators, we also need to constantly inform our students of new information and issues that are 

related and relevant to the topics we teach.  Tourism for instance, many new concepts are introduced and 

new terms used for certain activities already existing.  Children will not be aware of all these if we do not 

take time to find it out ourselves.  For Industrialization, it is also important to know about new policies 

and government initiatives in developments that are taking place within and outside the country. 

 

For consistency and quality performance, there is definitely a lot we need to do. 

 

Be also reminded that the following mark allocation will be used for essay marking effective 2012; 

Relevancy – 4 m; Example – 2 m; Logic – 1 m; Introduction – ½ m; Conclusion – ½ m 
 

Outlined below are areas and issues to be considered in our teachings to ensure better results are attained: 

 

 In mapping, the naming and locating of places.  Students will not be able to answer the questions if 

they do not know the location of these places on the map.  In some questions marks were lost due to 

over shading and under shading.  Students must be engaged in more mapping exercises to ensure that 

they know what is expected, that is, correct locating and labeling, and the use of symbols or color and 

a key. 

 

 More time should be spent on Fiji maps.  It is disappointing to see that students are able to locate 

features/places on maps of other countries while they have very limited knowledge about the map of 

Fiji. 

 

 Students should not waste their time constructing their own maps again or illustrating their answers 

with diagrams. 

 

 There is no mark given for illustration in essay writing.  Many students used a lot of time trying to 

demonstrate their points by drawing. 

 

 For definitions, students should be reminded that marks are not allocated for examples. 
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 Students must be taught to comprehend, what is being asked.  Key words must be identified and 

explained so that questions are answered appropriately. 

 

 Students must also be reminded not to write comments on exam scripts. 

 

 

ANALYSIS OF QUESTION TYPE 
 

The following weaknesses were noted: 

 

MAPPING: 
 

 Over shading cost marks for candidates. 

 Failure to use key – candidates must be reminded to write the name on the located places and not on 

the key. 

 Candidates still not able to differentiate maps of different countries. 

 Drawing maps instead of using the maps provided. 

 Many could not name islands and places within the Fiji map. 

 Question 1 – the Research Station was wrongly answered by many. 

 

RESOURCE INTERPRETATIONS: 
 

 Most mis-interpreted the questions and failed to score marks. 

 The synoptic chart was poorly answered.  Very few scored full marks here, hence showing student’s 

lack of knowledge and understanding of a weather map. 

 The topographic map was not answered well by majority; many could not identify the fluvial pattern. 

 Candidates could not relate the vegetation pattern to changes. 

 Model interpretation for Population and Settlement was poorly answered.  Candidates many not have 

understood the diagram at all. 

 Candidates need more practical exercises on this area of study. 

 Question 2 – B (ii): many candidates misinterpret the question by providing the answers to the causes 

of death. 

 Tourism resource interpretation was not done well as expected. 

 

DEFINITIONS 
 

 Some terms given were poorly defined or not attempted at all. 

 Some candidates gave examples instead of defining the term. 

 Most of the candidates were confused with “stop bank”, relating the concept to the banking system. 

 

SHORT ANSWERS 
 

 Most questions were mis-interpreted and so candidates failed to score full marks. 
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 Some candidates did not answer according to the value of the question. 

 In extension of ideas, many stated how those factors affect population or settlement instead of 

considering both which made them lose marks. 

 Traditional method of minimizing the impact of hazards was no well stated as answers demonstrate 

that students lack the knowledge. 

 Those answered were well defined and explained. 

 Overall, it seems that candidates are more familiar with the advantage aspect of any topic and less 

about the disadvantage. 

 

 

ESSAY 
 

 Candidates failed to write essays according to the marking scheme (RELIC).  However, it is 

encouraging to notice that candidates were providing examples which showed their understanding of 

the topic and as well as teachers are emphasizing on the importance of example and the use of marking 

scheme. 

 Very poor introduction and conclusions.  Many merely repeated the question in both the introduction 

and conclusion. 

 Candidates failed to understand the question, so questions were not fully answered.  Many failed to 

provide specific examples but instead gave too many genelisations.  Also partly answered questions 

were very common especially when there were two parts to the question. 

 Lack of understanding key word used in question. 

 Some essays were too short. 

 Essay choices were not numbered correctly.  Few candidates 

 Two important concepts, “sustainable agriculture” (Question 4) and “marine ecosystem”  

(Question 7) were not well understood by those who attempted the essays.  Sustainability and 

Ecosystem itself is a concept that must be taught in order to be understood by students so questions 

can be answered according to the context the concepts were used. 

 Candidates that were familiar with the marking criteria, answered the question to the point instead of 

beating around the bush allowing them to gain full marks in all the essays. 

 

*   A lot of time must be devoted in practising the writing of essays and not confined to examination time 

only.  More practice given to students will better their performance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE END 
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