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Current HiSET States

Palau ●Marshall Islands ●



Historical HiSET Test Volumes - National
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2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

National Data

# Examinees 
Tested 44,623 61,600 78,410 85,214 86,001 85,030

# Examinees 
Completed 37,871 47,775 57,122 56,006 53,255 50,879

Completion 
Rate 84.9% 77.6% 72.9% 65.7% 61.9% 59.8%

Passing Rate 75.1% 74.7% 81.5% 76.5% 76.7% 79.4%

More than 2 million HiSET® tests delivered 

Data from the 2019 Annual Statistical Report on the HiSET® Exam
https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/2019_annual_statistical_report.pdf



HiSET Exam Availability in Georgia

• The HiSET Exam will be available in Georgia in fall 2020
̶ HiSET Exam at Home
̶ HiSET test centers (as soon as onboarding of is complete)

• Eventually, the HiSET Exam will be available at all 
Georgia test centers, starting with:
̶ Atlanta Technical College
̶ Chattahoochee Technical College
̶ Columbus Technical College
̶ North Georgia Technical College 
̶ Southern Crescent Technical College
̶ Wiregrass Technical College
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6 https://tcsg.edu/adult-education/adult-education-high-school-
equivalency-ged/ 



HiSET Test Fees in Georgia

HiSET CBT Exam Fee: (state fee $8 and center fee $8 included)
• Full Battery $133.75
• Initial subject area tests $26.75 each
• Two retest per subject area $16 each

HiSET Exam at Home Fee: (state fee $8 and remote center fee 
$17.50 included)
• Fee: Full Battery $181.25
• Initial subject area tests $36.25 each
• Two retest per subject area $25.50 each
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HiSET Exam at Home

• Available 15 hours a day, seven days a week
̶ English, Spanish, accommodations

• Test takers use their own computer at home or 
another secure location 
̶ not supported on tablets or mobile phones

• Test takers register through their My HiSET account
̶ No prerequisites to qualify, just meet the GA HSE 

requirements
̶ Same retesting credits and policies apply

https://www.ets.org/s/cv/hiset/at-home/
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HiSET Scoring Levels

High School Equivalent (HSE) Score
• Minimum scaled score 8 of 20 on each subtest 
• Minimum score of 2 on the essay
• Combined scaled score of 45 on entire battery

College and Career Readiness (CCR) Score
• Minimum of scaled score 15 of 20 on each subtest
• Minimum score of 4 on essay
• Performance level indicative of college entry into credit bearing courses

Highest Possible Scores 
• 20 on each subtest
• 100 for entire battery
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The HiSET Exam
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Total Test Time: 7 Hours and 5 Minutes

Reading

50 questions

100% multiple 
choice

65 minutes English

80 minutes Spanish

Writing

61 questions

multiple choice 
(60)

essay (1)

120 minutes 

Mathematics

55 questions

100% multiple 
choice

90 minutes 

Science

60 questions

100% multiple 
choice

80 minutes 

Social Studies

60 questions

100% multiple 
choice

70 minutes 



Understanding 
the HiSET Exam
Reading Comprehension –
Science & Social Studies



Why Do Adults Learn?
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ACCESS VOICE ACTION BRIDGING

Gain Access to  
information and 
resources and to 

Orient 
Themselves in 

the world

Express Ideas 
and Opinions 

with the 
confidence they 

will Be Heard 
and taken into 

account

Solve problems 
and Make 
Decisions 

without having 
to rely on others 
to mediate for 

them

Learning to 
Learn 

so they can Be 
Prepared to 

keep up with a 
changing world



Webb’s Depth Of Knowledge (DOK)
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Level 1  RECALL a term, concept, or fact, or identify specific information

Level 2  APPLY a skill/concept process, or interpret information

Level 3  JUSTIFY strategic thinking, make inferences or draw conclusions



Test At A Glance (TAAG) – Reading

14 https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/2020_taag.pdf

https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/2020_taag.pdf


Reading DOK

• Level 1 – Recall: reflect surface-level understanding of explicit details of 
the text

• Level 2 – Skill/Concept: process text and make inferences to exhibit 
understanding beyond surface level

• Level 3 – Strategic Thinking: analyze and make meaning beyond the text
• Level 4 – Extended Thinking: synthesize information and reveal higher-

order thinking through complex reasoning
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Language Arts – Reading

16 https://hiset.ets.org/resources/prep/

https://hiset.ets.org/resources/prep/


Test At A Glance (TAAG) – Social Studies

17 https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/2020_taag.pdf

https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/2020_taag.pdf


Social Studies DOK

• Level 1 – Recall: recall a term, concept or fact or 
identify specific information contained in a stimulus 

• Level 2 – Skill/Concept: process or interpret 
information about people, places events or concepts.

• Level 3 – Strategic Thinking: make inferences or draw 
conclusions about events or issues. 
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Social Studies

19 https://hiset.ets.org/resources/prep/

https://hiset.ets.org/resources/prep/


Test At A Glance (TAAG) – Science

20 https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/2020_taag.pdf

https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/2020_taag.pdf


Science DOK

• Level 1 – Recall: recall a term, property or fact. 
• Level 2 – Skill/Concept: process/interpret data. 
• Level 3 – Strategic Thinking: make 

inferences/conclusions from experimental data
• Level 4 – Extended Thinking
21



Science

22 https://hiset.ets.org/resources/prep/

https://hiset.ets.org/resources/prep/


History
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The poster below is from World War I. 

This poster was most likely designed to appeal to 
all of the following EXCEPT a person’s

A. desire for adventure.
B. feelings of patriotism.
C. sense of responsibility.
D. need for financial security.



History
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The poster below is from World War I. 

This poster was most likely designed to appeal to 
all of the following EXCEPT a person’s

A. desire for adventure.
B. feelings of patriotism.
C. sense of responsibility.
D. need for financial security.

D.   The poster does not mention how much the 
navy is willing to pay recruits. 

Access Voice Action Bridge
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Civics Government

Which of the following actions would probably 
not be protected by the constitutional 
guarantee of freedom of speech and freedom 
of the press?

A. A newspaper columnist falsely accusing a 
city official of stealing funds

B. A senator questioning the qualifications of 
a presidential appointee

C. A radio commentator raising doubts about 
the ability of a political candidate

D. An editorial writer criticizing the policies 
of a police chief
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Civics Government
Which of the following actions would probably 
not be protected by the constitutional 
guarantee of freedom of speech and freedom 
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A. A newspaper columnist falsely accusing a 
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Civics Government
Which of the following actions would probably 
not be protected by the constitutional 
guarantee of freedom of speech and freedom 
of the press?

A. A newspaper columnist falsely accusing a 
city official of stealing funds

B. A senator questioning the qualifications of 
a presidential appointee

C. A radio commentator raising doubts about 
the ability of a political candidate

D. An editorial writer criticizing the policies 
of a police chief
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Option A is correct because 
even though the First 
Amendment protects the 
freedom of speech and the 
press, it does not protect 
speech or press that leads to 
illegal activity, imminent 
violence, obscenity, 
defamation, or libel. 



Economics

Which of the following statements would be 
most difficult to prove or disprove?

A. The United States should impose import 
taxes on goods from countries that do not 
allow access to their markets.

B. The United States does not impose any 
import taxes on European goods.

C. Import taxes on goods from Latin America 
are lower today than they were five years 
ago.

D. Import taxes on farm machinery are 
greater than those on automobiles.
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Economics

Which of the following statements would be 
most difficult to prove or disprove?

A. The United States should impose import 
taxes on goods from countries that do not 
allow access to their markets.

B. The United States does not impose any 
import taxes on European goods.
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Economics

Which of the following statements would be 
most difficult to prove or disprove?

A. The United States should impose import 
taxes on goods from countries that do not 
allow access to their markets.

B. The United States does not impose any 
import taxes on European goods.

C. Import taxes on goods from Latin America 
are lower today than they were five years 
ago.

D. Import taxes on farm machinery are 
greater than those on automobiles.
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Option A is correct because 
it is discussing actions that 
would take place in the 
future. 

This makes it most difficult 
to prove or disprove. 



Life Science
Folk remedies are health treatments that people pass on to one another because they seem to 
work. For example, centuries ago a brew of willow leaves was recommended for the painful 
disorder called gout. Studies of the chemicals in willow trees later led scientists to develop the 
drug aspirin. Popular wisdom about cures for various ailments continues to prompt questions for 
scientific investigation. 
A modern folk remedy is to put kitchen meat tenderizer on insect stings. Meat tenderizer 
contains an enzyme from papaya fruit that breaks down proteins. It has been speculated that 
this enzyme might break down the proteins in insect venom. This hypothesis was tested in the 
following experiment. 
Twenty-two medical students volunteered to be stung by fire ants, once on each arm. Previous 
experiments had shown that water by itself is not effective in reducing pain from fire-ant stings. 
Thus, one sting was covered by a gauze pad that had been soaked in water, and the other was 
covered by a pad soaked in a solution made of powdered meat tenderizer dissolved in water. 
Neither the volunteers nor the people observing them knew which arm was treated with the 
meat tenderizer. The pads were left on for 20 minutes, during which time several precise 
measurements were taken of the blood flow in the skin around the stings. 
At the end of the 20 minutes, the volunteers told the experimenters how each sting felt. The 
subjects reported no differences in the pain or itching of their two stings. Blood flow readings 
were found to be slightly higher for the sting areas treated with meat tenderizer, but the 
difference was very small. The researchers concluded that the experiment found no evidence 
that meat tenderizer was effective against fire-ant stings. 
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Life Science
Folk remedies are health treatments that people pass on to one another because they seem to 
work. For example, centuries ago a brew of willow leaves was recommended for the painful 
disorder called gout. Studies of the chemicals in willow trees later led scientists to develop the 
drug aspirin. Popular wisdom about cures for various ailments continues to prompt questions for 
scientific investigation. 
A modern folk remedy is to put kitchen meat tenderizer on insect stings. Meat tenderizer 
contains an enzyme from papaya fruit that breaks down proteins. It has been speculated that 
this enzyme might break down the proteins in insect venom. This hypothesis was tested in the 
following experiment. 
Twenty-two medical students volunteered to be stung by fire ants, once on each arm. Previous 
experiments had shown that water by itself is not effective in reducing pain from fire-ant stings. 
Thus, one sting was covered by a gauze pad that had been soaked in water, and the other was 
covered by a pad soaked in a solution made of powdered meat tenderizer dissolved in water. 
Neither the volunteers nor the people observing them knew which arm was treated with the 
meat tenderizer. The pads were left on for 20 minutes, during which time several precise 
measurements were taken of the blood flow in the skin around the stings. 
At the end of the 20 minutes, the volunteers told the experimenters how each sting felt. The 
subjects reported no differences in the pain or itching of their two stings. Blood flow readings 
were found to be slightly higher for the sting areas treated with meat tenderizer, but the 
difference was very small. The researchers concluded that the experiment found no evidence 
that meat tenderizer was effective against fire-ant stings. 
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Life Science

What is the main reason each volunteer was 
stung once on each arm but had only one sting 
treated with meat tenderizer?

A. So that differences between right-handed 
students and left-handed students would 
not affect the results

B. To allow the researchers to choose the 
more severe of the two stings for 
treatment

C. So the researchers would have twice as 
much data about the meat tenderizer’s 
effects

D. To obtain a set of control data with which 
to compare the experimental data
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Life Science

What is the main reason each volunteer was 
stung once on each arm but had only one sting 
treated with meat tenderizer?

A. So that differences between right-handed 
students and left-handed students would 
not affect the results

B. To allow the researchers to choose the 
more severe of the two stings for 
treatment

C. So the researchers would have twice as 
much data about the meat tenderizer’s 
effects

D. To obtain a set of control data with which 
to compare the experimental data
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Option D is correct because 
treating one sting with meat 
tenderizer and leaving one 
sting untreated allowed the 
researchers to obtain control 
data (effects of the untreated 
sting) to compare to the 
experimental data (the 
effects of the treated sting). 



Life Science

Would the validity of the results have been 
affected if the volunteers had been told which 
of their two stings was being treated with 
meat tenderizer? 

A. No; it wouldn’t have had any effect on 
the validity of the results as long as all 
the volunteers were told. 

B. No; the volunteers were medical 
students and therefore trained to be 
objective. 

C. Yes; it might have affected how much 
pain and itching they thought they felt 
on either arm. 

D. Yes; they probably would have felt 
greater discomfort on the arm that was 
treated with the meat tenderizer. 
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Life Science

Would the validity of the results have been 
affected if the volunteers had been told which 
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Life Science

Would the validity of the results have been 
affected if the volunteers had been told which 
of their two stings was being treated with 
meat tenderizer? 

A. No; it wouldn’t have had any effect on 
the validity of the results as long as all 
the volunteers were told. 

B. No; the volunteers were medical 
students and therefore trained to be 
objective. 

C. Yes; it might have affected how much 
pain and itching they thought they felt 
on either arm. 

D. Yes; they probably would have felt 
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Option C is correct because 
the results would have been 
invalid if the volunteers were 
told which of their two stings 
had been treated with meat 
tenderizer.



Physical Science
In an electromagnet, the magnetic field is produced 
by the flow of an electric current. The magnetic field 
is maintained by a continuous supply of electrical 
energy. The typical parts of an electromagnet are a 
wire coil, a magnetic metal core, and a source of 
electricity. The magnetic field of an electromagnet 
can be manipulated by adjusting the supply of 
electric current. Electromagnets are used in many 
devices, including computer printers, imaging 
machines, and industrial lifting equipment.

A simple electromagnet can be made by coiling a 
copper wire around an iron nail and attaching each 
end of the copper wire to a battery. The more turns 
of copper wire around the iron nail, the stronger the 
magnetic field.
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Physical Science
In an electromagnet, the magnetic field is produced 
by the flow of an electric current. The magnetic field 
is maintained by a continuous supply of electrical 
energy. The typical parts of an electromagnet are a 
wire coil, a magnetic metal core, and a source of 
electricity. The magnetic field of an electromagnet 
can be manipulated by adjusting the supply of 
electric current. Electromagnets are used in many 
devices, including computer printers, imaging 
machines, and industrial lifting equipment.

A simple electromagnet can be made by coiling a 
copper wire around an iron nail and attaching each 
end of the copper wire to a battery. The more turns 
of copper wire around the iron nail, the stronger the 
magnetic field.
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Physical Science

What would happen to the magnetic field of 
the electromagnet if the battery were 
removed?

A. It would expand in size.

B. It would change direction.

C. It would weaken.

D. It would cease to exist.
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Physical Science

What would happen to the magnetic field of 
the electromagnet if the battery were 
removed?

A. It would expand in size.

B. It would change direction.

C. It would weaken.

D. It would cease to exist.
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Option D is correct because a 
magnetic field cannot exist 
without a battery to supply a 
flow of electricity. 



Earth Science
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Earth Science

A drought can be described using measures of rainfall amounts, agricultural 
productivity, vegetation condition, soil moisture, or streamflow. Yet, in the most 
basic terms, a drought is a significant deficit in moisture availability due to lower 
than normal precipitation. This definition, however, is relative to a given region and 
is dependent on the past and present conditions in that region.

A drought monitoring system used by the National Drought Mitigation Center 
provides a classification scheme, based on a series of calculations, for the severity of 
a drought within a region. The table below shows the percentages of Regions E and F 
in each drought classification on four different days.
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A drought can be described using measures of rainfall amounts, agricultural 
productivity, vegetation condition, soil moisture, or streamflow. Yet, in the most 
basic terms, a drought is a significant deficit in moisture availability due to lower 
than normal precipitation. This definition, however, is relative to a given region and 
is dependent on the past and present conditions in that region.

A drought monitoring system used by the National Drought Mitigation Center 
provides a classification scheme, based on a series of calculations, for the severity of 
a drought within a region. The table below shows the percentages of Regions E and F 
in each drought classification on four different days.
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Earth Science

In the time period presented, in which drought 
classification were the percentages of affected 
areas in Regions E and F most similar?

A. Abnormally dry

B. Moderate drought

C. Severe drought

D. Extreme drought. 
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Earth Science

In the time period presented, in which drought 
classification were the percentages of affected 
areas in Regions E and F most similar?

A. Abnormally dry

B. Moderate drought

C. Severe drought

D. Extreme drought. 
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Earth Science
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Earth Science
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Earth Science
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Earth Science
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Earth Science
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Earth Science

In the time period presented, in which drought 
classification were the percentages of affected 
areas in Regions E and F most similar?

A. Abnormally dry

B. Moderate drought

C. Severe drought

D. Extreme drought. 
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Option B is correct because, 
based on the data table, the 
percentages of Regions E and 
F for all four days in the 
moderate drought 
classification were more 
similar than for any other 
drought classification. 



Understanding 
the HiSET Exam
Resources for Educator and 
Test Taker
• Test Preparation Tips and 

Strategies
• Test Prep Resources



Test Preparation Tips and Strategies

• Tips and Strategies for Getting Ready for the HiSET® 
Exam:
̶ https://hiset.ets.org/prepare/tips 

• Figure out how well the test taker knows the 
content

• Test takers can plan their study time using the 
HiSET Study Companion
̶ English: 

https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/study_companion.pdf
̶ Spanish: 

https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/study_companion_es.pdf

54

https://hiset.ets.org/prepare/tips
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Free Test Prep on the HiSET Website

• Download the Free Printable Practice Tests and sample 
questions: 
̶ https://hiset.ets.org/resources/prep/#free-practice-tests
̶ https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/sample_questions.pdf

• Use the list of Khan Academy® Math Tutorial Videos and 
Exercises:
̶ https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/list_free_videos.pdf

• Access the Math Interactive Practice Tests:
̶ https://www.ets-cls.org/hiset/

• Use the Writing Response Scoring Guide and Scored 
Writing Response Samples
̶ https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/writing_response_scoring_guide.pdf
̶ https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/2016_scored_sample_writing_responses.pdf

55

https://hiset.ets.org/resources/prep/#free-practice-tests
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All our resources are also available in Spanish, easily accessed by clicking the 
En Español tab on the upper right of the HiSET home page(s)

Spanish language webpage https://hiset.ets.org/es/test-takers

Materiales de preparación para el examen HiSET® https://hiset.ets.org/es/prepare/materials/

HiSET Website and Resources in Spanish

56
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HiSET Test at a Glance (TAAG)

• 2020 English TAAG https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/2020_taag.pdf
• 2020 Spanish TAAG https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/2020_taag_es.pdf
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HiSET Exam Road Map for Instructors
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• Understand the HiSET exam
• Build background knowledge
• Develop fundamental skills
• Assess readiness

https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/educator_roadmap.pdf

https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/educator_roadmap.pdf


Test Prep Resources

59

General prep information
• Study Companion
• Sample Questions
• Scored Sample Writing Responses
• Writing Response Scoring Guide
Practice tests and companion materials
• Free and paid practice tests
• Practice Tests – Quick Reference Guide
• Practice Test Results: Are You Ready to 

Take the Exam?
• HiSET Practice Test Blank Answer 

Sheets
• Mathematics Formula Sheet

https://hiset.ets.org/resources/prep/

https://hiset.ets.org/resources/prep/


Khan Academy® 

• Free screened 
videos and exercises 
to improve 
fundamental skills

60 https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/list_free_videos.pdf
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Assessing Readiness

Pre-test:
• Free Practice tests and answer sheets: https://hiset.ets.org/resources/prep/
• Interactive CBT Practice http://www.ets-cls.org/hiset/

Benchmarks:
• Paid Practice Tests https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/practice_test_order_form.pdf
• Official Guide to the HiSET Exam practice tests
• Official Practice Test (restricted): https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/opt_order_form.pdf

Support Resources:
• Practice Test Reference Guide: 

https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/practice_test_quick_reference_guide.pdf
• Are you Ready to Take the HiSET® exam? 

https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/practice_test_results.pdf
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Official Guide to the HiSET® Exam
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Available in 
English 

and 
Spanish



HiSET Academy™ & Online Practice Test
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Contact dan@essentialed.com to 
set up a demonstration

• HiSET Academy™ Official 
Practice Test in digital 
format 

• Purchased exclusively 
through Essential 
Education

• Full battery or single tests

mailto:dan@essentialed.com


HiSET Test Prep Providers

64 https://hiset.ets.org/prepare/providers/

https://hiset.ets.org/prepare/providers/


Free ETS eLearning Tools

• Educators can continue to develop adult learners’ 
reading, writing and English-language learning skills 
with these free eLearning tools developed by ETS 
Research & Development scientists. 
̶ Writing Mentor® https://mentormywriting.org/
̶ RelayReader™ https://relayreader.org/
̶ Amazon Alexa Skills 

https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Foundry+English&i=alexa-
skills&ref=nb_sb_noss
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Learn more at https://bit.ly/2QDZlp4

https://mentormywriting.org/
https://relayreader.org/
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Foundry+English&i=alexa-skills&ref=nb_sb_noss
https://bit.ly/2QDZlp4


Understanding 
the HiSET Exam
Preparing for Test Day
• Learn More about the Path to HSE
• HiSET Study Companion
• Tips for Test Day
• Smart Tips for Taking the Test



HiSET Test Taker Bulletin

67 https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/test_taker_bulletin.pdf



Learn More about the Path to HSE

• Review the HiSET Test Taker Bulletin: 
https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/test_taker_bulletin.pdf

• Create a My HiSET account 
• Check your eligibility in your state or jurisdiction
• Review your state’s requirements page: 

https://hiset.ets.org/requirements/state/
• Select a test center and adult education program
• Review fees, payment and refund policies
• Request disability accommodations if necessary
• Select a test date and schedule your appointment
• Prepare for test day
68

https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/test_taker_bulletin.pdf
https://hiset.ets.org/requirements/state/


Study Companion

A test taker’s study guide to:
• Learn what the test covers
• Assess how well the test taker 

knows the content
• Plan and organize preparation 

time
• Practice, practice, practice
• Understand how questions will be 

scored
• Develop a study plan
• Become comfortable with the 

types of questions on the HiSET 
exam

69 https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/study_companion.pdf

https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/study_companion.pdf


Q&A

Questions and Answers



Share Your Success with the HiSET Program

Stay Connected and share your news and successes!

• HiSET program website: https://hiset.ets.org/
• https://www.facebook.com/ETSHiSET/
• https://twitter.com/HiSET_ETS
• HiSET program newsletter
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https://hiset.ets.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ETSHiSET/
https://twitter.com/HiSET_ETS


Adam Springwater, Sr. Client Relations 
Manager, aspringwater@ets.org   

Tanya Haug, National Director, 
thaug@ets.org 

https://hiset.ets.org/

Thank You for Attending 
We Are Here to Support You

Copyright © 2020 by ETS.  All rights reserved.  ETS, the ETS logo and HISET are registered trademarks of ETS.  All other 
trademarks are the property of their respective owners.
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