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LETTER OF TRANSHITTAL.

DerartMENT OF THE INTEKIOR,
. : Bureau or EpccarioN,
Washington, August 1, 1518.

Str: The best expression of a peeple’s ideats is to be found in their .
literature, and there is no better or more cffective sneans of disseni-
nating these ideals among the masses of the peoplc than through the

* right use of the est of the literature in the schools and elsewhere.
The great struggle inavhich we are now engaged for the maint ance
of our American ideals of frecdom and democracy among oursdlves

*& and for the possibility of thpir extension-throughout the world makes
this a most opportunc time for setting forth these ideals in an or-
derly way and for calling to the attention of teachers and others who
have the dircction of tho reading of large numbers of people the
bouks in which they are most udequately expressed and suggesting
wethods of using them. For this purpose I recommend that the ac-
companying manuscript, prepared at my request by Dr. Henry Neu-
.maun, of the Ethical Culture School, New York, be published us a
bulletin of the Burcau.of Education.

Respectfully submitted.

P. P. CraxtoN,
i Comniissioncr.

The Hoharable the SECRETARY OF TIIE INTERIOR.
[ E L ) 8
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TEACHING AMERICAN IDEALS THROUGH LITERATURE.

A\

In| learning to be citizens mothing can take the place of practice.
Tiere, as elsewhere, the first and lust essential is conduct.’. But,
vitally important as practice is, it needs to be propelled and guided -~ -

. by ideals, by a deep and intelligent love of the high aims for which
our country stunds. The following pages are offered as a sugges-
tion of one way to foster such ideals. o

Properly directed, there can be no more scrviceable vehicle than
American literature. In the first place. the very existence of so rich
a literary production as our own is itsclf o striking witness to the
Jidealistic strain in the American make-up. There are times, to be
sure, when idealism would naturally scem to be our lfst and least
characterization.” As Mr. Arthur J. Balfour put it on his vmt to o
Washington, * Because America was commercial, it was casy 5y 1o '
suppose that she was materialistic.” But #ll who love America under-
stundingly have known better. I‘he) think how liberally Americans
have endowed schools and other philanthropies; how generously
they have responded- to 'appeals from all over the world for
food, for medicine. for cducation, for every lofty and heroic service;
how eagerly their soms have volunteered their lives to free Cuba, to
save Belgium a and France; how. devotedly they have given th‘
selves to make’ our_gities more beautiful, our working condit
more wholesome, our cornmon life more gummclv human. If ideal-
ism means to do lonor to those nobilitics and pieties of life which
can not Be bought and sold, to cherish visions of a nobler hvmg for
mankind, and to spond one’s best efforts in pursuing those visions,
then there is no country niore deserving of the title than our own.

These worthier expressions of the American spirit reach far back
in our history. To meéntion but one instance:

Between 1630 and 1600 there were in New England.as many ;zrmhmtos of
Oxford and Cambridge as could be found ino any pomllntlon «of rimilar size in*
the mothger country. * ¢ * There will always' be something ‘fine. inethe
thought of that narrow geaboard fringe of-faith in the classics, widening slomy
as. thc wilderness. gm‘e wny. ﬁmklng lta romul up, the ﬂ\ers, pcroas the mouns =2
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0 6 ' TEACHING AMERICAN 1DEALS THROUGH) LITERATURE.

tains, info the zreat interior bashy, and :xl‘tvr#u Civil War finding an cador-
Ing home fn the maznilioent Spate univergitiea B the West.!

The American’ peaple Ifave never been content to live by |m-~u|
atone, oNote how long - the roll of \\nt(-u whom they h.\\o hon-
oved. . That yery fact i< a sigpal testiimony. A people who enred
little for ident (hing- wonld never prize tie beanty requisite for
litevary honors. They would never trensure the mupes of Iaw-
thorne and Poeo When Ralph Waldo Einerson veturned to Concord.
he fonid that his towasmen had vebuilt -for him the honse which he
had Tost by dive. On his way he passed wder a trinniplial aveh of
roses’ which thev had eveeted, They patd him this tribute ln(:lll\v
his life had heen spent in teaching “ Hiteh vour wagon (o a star”
and ¢ Do not leave the sky ont .of yor- andseape.” By thns honor-
ing a writer they were also tetling sonmething sionificant about them-

selves and the idealism of the Americag prople. To hring home the
existence of this hasie tradition, all vse'should he made of an enthu-
sinstic teaching of Amerviean literature, )

A second reason for its nnique serviceability is the fact that Titera-
tare toviches the feelings far more effectively than information in
history and civies, Tt =eleets for its themes the hopes that o conntry

« “eherishes most widely “and most aulnnl\.. and it sets these forth in
the np]w.\llnu aarh uf beanty,  As we shall see Jresently, no noble
American aspiration has ever laeked voice o nther it in song ov
atory. I«it political liberty, is i brotherhood, is it a plea for justice
of 1 passion for o bettep world order? ‘Somewhere: we ni: 1 be sure,
tpoet has framed Lo music what thmy[md\ of his counteymen are -

“thinking and what they see and feel move vividly once they have
heard his words. Fov e ix the mark of all good literature that it
possesses this mare power to elarify and to strike home. Often a
smgl(- mighty phease will Ticht ap the dark places of the ining ‘d
burn its way to the depths where motive powers gyre genersfted,  Athe
time do lieart and brain better veinforee eaeh other than whun, the
appeal is uttered in tlmﬂl}wml\ of hterary avt,  °

As a_preliminary to the pyrticnlar study of the appeals made hy,
our literntiee, there ave a few considerations of method thal suggest
themselves, -

L A distinet conrse in Amevdican literature has certain advantages,
but in the lLigh schgol (for the piodes the matter is l)('v(md all
question) it will be founil more advantageotis not to concentrite the
work into a single year. - Under special conditions such a course may
bé desirable? but in the main it wonld seem wiser to include Awmgr-

. dcan literature each year as purt of that yedr’s work Concmm ation 'D

24 e e e e Al

‘T!m. Amcrlcan Miad, l'crry. Dilts, P, oD. - ] g
<. 18l Burean of. Kducatioh, Bulletln, 1017, No. 2, Rcoraanl*ojton or ngﬂch ln Ecc nd
ary ScMola, P 83 8-:~-Lonuqit tor Huts-of rccom&mdcd rendings.
i .
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below the college years is apt to defeat its own objc(\‘t Since our
problem is essentially onc of winning a love for ideals, there is every
danger ‘that we shall fail if we hm p too long on a single string.
Young people of high-school age have a way, too well known, of
shutting their ears to the strains which ave cherished |)v thoir elders
when that cherishing is urged upon them monotonousty. Moreover,
by (|l\[l’lblltln" the material over several years we make a better
provision for growth at the drferent stages. Children will read
* Evangeline ” with greater enjoyment in the seventh or eighth grades

* than in the vears when they feel eapable of harder worl:.

On the whole, therefore, it is much more desirable to provide somo
study of American literature cach year.  For those pupils who wish
more intensive study it ought not to be diffieult to arrunge a special
course in a literary club. '

2, Ideals, we have seen, become moving forees un!v when they are
genuinely loved.  They can never be foxcod 1s mform.'\ltlon perhaps,
can_gometinies be.  Like everything else vchich depends upon feeling,
ideals are conveyed chiefly. by contact of mind with mind. . Hence it
i~ that the stimuluting contact between thacher and pupil which Car-
Ivle deseribed as *thought kindling itself ut:the living fire of
thought ™ is particnlarly the ne d in t]m teaching of literature, The
instructor whose own blood llov& not stir as he reads—

801 be ours the diet hant and the Jblauket on the ground,
Pionecrs, O ploneers ! . . . ‘

had better leave Whitfan's poen untaught.

Fortunately there is a characteristic of the tul('lnng in Americap

schivols which lends itself with special readiness to the serviée of the
litérature course.  This is the close ang friendly relationship between

cluss and teacher which observers have often noted as 1 mark of our,

scliooling.  Let us make the most of this fuct ut all times, but par-

‘ticularly wlien our.uim is so notably to cultivate thic apprecittion of

htcmturc in the_formative period of youll. The teacher need not
say so in words, but imhis attitudeshe onght to say even nore clearly.
“1lcre is sowncthing splendid for ‘which 1 care a great deal; let us

onjoy it together,” : ‘ v

Perhaps the most useful method the mauho'r'cnn omploy is to read
aloud. Just as the good statue needs to be seen, not dese ribed, and
the good song to be sung, not recited, so the gredt poein or speech
needs to be hieard to convey the full message its nuthor intended. - Let
the tencher do justice to his sub]cct by reading aloud, if only the pas:
sages he eares for most. Lot him read simply and sincercly gnd with

* ‘out'any hesitgtion about showing, hls enthusiasmy  He ‘will find ghat
’.'mnny of his, puplls will of: hcir o“
l ;

accord com nit to memors ;mt »75
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'8 TRAOHING AMERICAN IDEALS THBOUGH \L'LTKB.ATUA

3. In this connectnon we.-shall do \vell to remember, in these days
of new prido in America, how important jt is for our boys and girls

#  to care for thelr countr_)’s tongue at its best.-- Good reading aloud

will do much to foster such affection. The French make a point of
teacling their children French ﬁml,s by special attention to beauty
M their written and spoken dn\comso We gan profit by their ex-
"ample. If we had no other reason 'for_ wishing our pupils to take
over into their own speech something of the gaence which character-
izes literary utterance, we should find it in the fact that there is a
subtle counection between the idealisms of a country ad the lan-
guage in whigh these are voiced. Note how the words of the least
cultivated persons dre lifted above the mmmonp] ace and take on a
sunple beauty the moment they give expression to the best that is in
¢them. The Gettyshurg .\(]dl(’\\ is our classic instance of how dig-
nity of thought and of phrase reinforce each other. Let us do all
we can—and by no means only in the nelghborhoods of the foreign-

born, but in the native districts just as much—to furnish the stand-

~ards that will supplant the tendency to slipshod speech and seductive
slang. Language is a manner; a fine usage betokens the greater
respect.- Not that it is necessary (fortunately it is imposaible) that

, children should learn to talk like books. But it is eminently ‘desic- -

able that they should lesrn by examplo how beautiful a medium the
tongue of their country can become. Even though their conversation
andtheir letters may never soiind like Irving's or Hawthorne's, it is
at least worth while for them to learn by this method among others
that democr®ic fl cellom need not connoto cheapness and \n],t_'ant\

4. How shall'we proceed in the wexplicit teaching of the truths
~which our pocnt or qt(;;'?cmbodleqq Some of our texts will require
little if any of such explication; some will need much. Tn the latter:
casé. particularly where there is a distinetly cthical conception to
bo’developed, there is often great-semptation to drrve at the point

‘ directly by asking the elass * What does this poem teach?”  Such a
method & mjore than likely to kill the interest. A hetter procedure
would be to stimulate thowght by™a sertes of less direet and less awk-
wamd questions,” For example, in teaching “ The Vision of Sir
Lannfal” to a high-school class, some such questions ags the following
.might be asked to- brmg-out thc truth tlmt donmcmcy rcspocts ‘the
divinity in men: 9

Wln did the loponrefuxe the coin? Whv dxd Sir mefnl toss it
in scom? Why'is it inaccurate to say that ho. gave “ from a senso of
-duty "¢ Whnt would a genuine sense of duty requiref ‘Why did the
kriight. ghirk this =l duty?" Can you mention any instinces' where .

.. pooplo offor & substitute (1 o., toss a com) mstond:of domg the harder .

_ thingi - g
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What tras Lowell's purpose in revealing the divinity of the beg-
gar? Why did he make him not only a begear but the victim of a
loathsome discase? Go back ta the line Duily we Sinais climb and
know it not”; what does the reference mean{  Why was the knight
at first unaware that he was fice to face with the Supreine Splendor?
Does this poem tell you anything about the democrat e ideal? How
does_ dpmocracy express this honer to the sacrediiess in men?  Read
Loweil’s poem “A Contrast™ and the essay © Democracy ™ and com-
pare the ideas with the one in'this poenn.  Rezd also Enterson’s poem
“ Musie.™ Whittier's “ Democracy,” and Whitman's “ Give me tho

\ splendid silent sun.” Read and discuss “Exit Charity, in Zona

Gale's Xeighborhood Stories.

4. The texts available for our purpose are ecacy to got. Lists of
poems, essays, pecches, stories are given in the syllabi prepared in
most schools for the different grades.  For junior and scvior Kigh
school, special attention may be called " to the recommendations in
The LRrorgunization of Fnglish in Sceondary Schools, Bureau of
Education. Bulletin, 1917, Xo. 2.! Collections of Americag poetry
are found in Stedman’s Anthology of Amcrican Poctry, "Page’s
Chief American Ports, Stevenson’s Pocms of American Patriotism,
Wallington’s American Liistory by American Poetz, Huinphrey's
Poctic New World. A collection of new hymns is published in 7'Ae
Surrey for January 3, 1914.2 .

What conceptions should a study of American poetry and prosoe
enforce? . )

(a) First is the idca of a certain greatness latent in the commonest
of persons. Take for illustration Whittier's “ Snowbound.” This
houschold was utterly undistinguished. It was no more than one.of

- countless others of the same plain type. The family were very
ordinary folk: yet who wouldggny that “commonplace™ is the last
word to characterize them? For that which is merely commonplace
one can feel but little respect. Is this our feeling for the father and
the mother in this poem; or do we not rather gain from the reading
a heightened regard for the multitudes of whom theso folk are but
8 type?? R '

Qur democracy, instead of setting up the state as something dis-
tinct from and superior to the people, says that it is just ordinary men
and women who make the nfition and organize the state as its instru-

ment: L P e .
-3 This méy be procured from the .Govcrnment Priotiog’ Office, Warhington, tor 20
cents. .
" 3This may be procured from- The Survey, 105 East Twenty-second stecet, New York,
for 26 cents. ’ - i g" lf
, 43 studg of Whittler ghoutd ienG the students back tg oue of. hid. ingpieationd, The

oltrwal of Johin-Wooliman, an flfustration of thesplritual perceptl  attaifls : X
Amﬂi vib wha ¥ atallor, - 5 Sl Lt w?’
98702°-18—=2 W
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10 TEACHING AMERICAN IDEALS THROUGH LITERATURE. '

v—*Russmn quvess who records ben great debt

- T will have never a noble
0 . Or lineage ‘connted great.
. Fishers and choppers and plownien
. : Shall, constitute the state,
declares * The ]50\(0" Hyoa™  And iu his essay, Democrucy. James d
Russell Lowell aptly calls the democratic method “such an orguniza-
tion of society as will enable men to respect themselves and so to
justify them in respecting others.®  Universal suffinge is one of the
outward signs of this faith. - I)«-nmu'uc_\' proclaims that the grounds
for such respect can be found in all.

(D) Nmevice yutes her children npon their own mrrm and nol
wpou the bivth. The knight in Bdwin Mavklam’s poeny, * The Cup
of Pride.” learns that what comuts’ in the final judgment is not his
ancestry but the nan he makes of himself.  The point ix u’ﬁmled
often in onr diterature, Lot the prince and the pauper in Mark
Twain's story change “elothes. and which is which? The thene is
typically American. So it is in * Huckleberry Finn.™ Hnck, the
warm-hearted boy who scorns the conventional propricties hut is
quick to do u kln(ll) turn and as trie as steel. is the son of a vaga-
bortd. _ '

To- -duy this democratic principle of respect for merit bears with
special signiticance upon tlic relations between our native stock and
our f(nmgrn born.  Wiat hopes Ameviea has held Sforth to millions
the world over! "Victims of cconomic stress like the Italians, of
politicad oppression like the Germans who came here in 1848, of
religious persecution Jike ghe Russian Jews, have had special reason
to call thix the land of opportunity and to say with Brvant—

- . Therd's froodmil. al thy enies and res

For enrth’s (lu\\'ll-ll'("dlh'll iwnd opprest,
A shelter for the huanted head,

For the stitrved thover toil and hread,
Power at thy hounds

Stops and catls back his hatiled hounds,

We should see that our pupils everywhere appreciate this impor-
tant fact in our national life. Both in the forcign-born ang the
native communities we shokld ene ourage them to read the hiogra-
phies and other writings of foreigners who found in America the
chanee to make lives for themsclves and’ who have recorded their

appreciation.  Among such books the following are recommended:
The Making of “an American, llow the Other: I]ulf Lives, Out of
Mulberry Strect, by Jucob Riis, a Dane who became a newspaper
repovter and an important worker for social and civic Letterment
in. New York; 4 Far Journey, My Father's Ilouse, by M. Rihbany,
a. Byrian who became a wall- known New England clergyman ;- ‘The
. Promised Land, The Stranger within: Our Gatec by Mary‘Antm,

.

;. «4’& ks «“ﬁ“%%&%&




TEACHING AMERICAN IDEALS THROUGH LITERATURE. 11 ' |

school; The Schoolmaster of a Great City, by Angelo Patri, 1 New
York public-school principal; Reminiscences, by Carl Schurz. a Ger-
man revoluticnist who escaped:in 1848, became a general in cur Civil
War, Senator from Missouri, minister to Spain, and Secretary of the
Interior; From the Bottom Up, by Alexander Trvine. an Irish Ia-
borer who became a clergyman and reformer; Joseph Pulitzer, by
Alleyne TIreland. the biegraphy of an Austrian who became pro-
prictor of the New York World; Mickacl lleilprin and [lis Sons,
by Gustav Pollak, the life of a Polish Jew and his soiis who at-
tuined distinction as scientists; Low's A qassiz, ITis Life and Corre-
spondence, by Elizabeth C. Agassiz, the life of a Swiss who becanie
~a fmous teacher of science at IHarvard; Threading My Way. by
tobert Dale Owen, a Welshman who came to Indiana with his
father to found a cooperative commonwealth and becamea Con-
gressman and an important worker for American education; From
Alien to Citizen; Introducing the American, by Fdward A. Steiner,
an Austrian who became a patriotic religious teacher; 7'ke Life and
Times of Stephen Girard, by John B. McMaster. the biography of
a I'renchman of the eighteenth century who became a distinguished
merchant and philanthropist in Philadelphia.
l No other land-has tried on so gencrous a scale as ours this hopefhl
. experiment of making one country out of people so diverse. In none
Jbut a democracy can such a venture hope to succeed. The grounds
~of that confidence are well put by Henry ¥an Dyke in his poem,
“The Builders”:

And thou, My Country, write it on thy heart:
Thy sons are all who nobly take thy part. '
Who dedicates his manhood at thy shrine,
Wherever born, Is born a-son of thiuc.

»

To be truly democratic we must net only respect those who are
different from ourselves, but we should prizg their very differences.,
We must do more than require the immigrant and his family to
become laiv-abiding citizens; we must cordially welcome everything
valuable which they have to offer to America.  Useful as is gheir
contribution of muscle in our mines, in our kitchens, on our farms
and railroads and highways, still more tp be valued are those special
mental -and spiritual gifts which are different from those of the -
nutive stock. For example, many of our foreign-born bring with
them traditions of litelature, of song, of folk dancing and other
arts, traditions of reverence, of cooperative comununity enterprise—
from all of which our country can learn much.

To reap the best results of these diversities we must overcome our
false prides and unworthy antipathies; wo must show a gentine

_desire to understand these differeiices apprecintively and to:use them.
The legehid carriedby pne-ef thé socteties of the Forvign-Born ip this

~
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vedr’s Fowrth of July parade, * America’s best plus our best,” sug?
gests u far better wim than the flat uniformity which some of the
native stock seem to pmfc To encourage the offering of thiese
w varied gifts isgsurely sound pedagogy.  Every to.wlf;r knows that
foster devotion there is nothing better than to allow people a tl;\ee
to do something vadoable for the objeqd of that devotion, 1T we set
the pride of the immigvant at .work to discover ways in which he
can add.the best in his cultural hevitage to the best in America’s,
we shall be belping hiva and Aerica better thau if th\gnuw 1s all
onesided. whether throngh charity or through teaching him ouv lan-
guage and institutions.  Let us by all means promote this finer rela-
tion of interchange.  Just because we are n diversified people, omrs
15 & rare opportunity to set mankind a gplendidl exsanple of the new
Jepe of society which the world so sorely needs a society in which
< people of ditferent gifts live with-one another, not ~nnpf\ in peace,
* but in the friendly encouraganient of onesanother's distinctive exed-
lencies. = - ) N
© o (e) Amevicwn Uiterature sinas the digiity of wcorl. To-day we
have learned in a’new fashion to Jook wpomwork as national service,
a way of iendering one's umqut- and necessury help to his country
and t6 mankind. That all henor is due to the workers has, hew-
ever, long been a familiar theme of owr writers. W hmm < Songs
‘of Lahm cama from his desire—

-~

, To ~how
.,I'I'Ln- dinsven heantty Bk He's comon things helow.

' “T hear Ameriea singing.”™ said Walt Whitman. and il is (yvpical
that when he imaged this ideal for hic conntry the scues he heard
were those of wen and women engaged in the daily, tnmnmnpl.u(‘
labors: - ’

The slnt.»vm-.llu‘r singinzas he sts ar his hoench,
the hafter singing os he stands,
The defielons shuging of the mother or of the yonng wife
at work or of the givl sewing or washlng,
“Bael singing what belotigs (o i or het and o none vlse,
As we shall see later ong writers have not been lacking to tell us
that tho lives of great masses of toilers are far fromn singing such
sonhs as Whitman's contented toilers.!

Who Ims gl\on to nic (hh sweet,
And given my brother "Iuvt to eat?

asks William V anghn Mmdy, ong of mnnv to voice the need of hctter
opportunities. But before.our young people read, as they are ceitain

> to do’same day of-other, the literaturs of social reconstruction, it is
o assentxal thut thcy ﬁrst .lmrn why work 1s so entxtled tp respect,.
u"i?\’ = v > ]
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TEACHING AMERICAN IDEALS THROUGH ,LITERATURE. * 18

Thoy will then understand better why changes are demanded. - For

~ those in later years who already incline to radical views it is espe-

cially necessary that they see our present motes of working-life at
their best no less than at their worst. The true reformer, it has been
well said. always appreciates the value of what he is trying to replace.

(d) The sbmerican ideal sets great store by self-rveliance. Our
tradition js eminently one of solz-dvpondent, adventurous pioneering:

We detavhments steadily lln'n\\«'in‘;.:.
Drown the eddes, through the passes, up the mountains steep,
("onqu(-rlng, holding, daring, venturing as we go the nnknown WIHNS,
Pioncers ! O plongers !
We primeval forestg felling, °
We the rivers steimming, vexing we and piercing deep the $uies within,
We the surfuee broad surveving, we the virgin soil upheaving, ’
Plonders ! O pioneers !

In o vecent address the Seeretary of the Interior, Mr. Franklin 15
Lane, pointed out the persistence of this tradition:

Spirlt—what is the Awericnn spirit? s it love of adventure? T\\“n.\ yenrs
ago Congress nutherized the construction of o enbrond in Alaska—500 milés
stralght away trom the scw to the circle. We needed 1 thousand men, and
within G0 days thivtysthree thousand had made petition that (hey might take the
hazards of that- new-country—not idlers. the tiotsam of the £6i of civillzation,
but men of steady habit, employed alrendy. hut rendy for a new adventure,
There's something American ahout that,

There is no sense in saying that ‘thu spirit has gone out” of a people when
we as s innded proprietor are seliing 12,000,000 geves of desert every year to
peaple who carir it hy Hiving on It and turning it iuto farms. A few weeks ngo
we apened a tract of land in northeen Montang where the thevinometer fails
10 40° below  zero sometimes,  There were 1,200 farms, th he sold, and
tl;ore wWere ZUMK appleants, Ont of the first 150 names drawn from the hox,
nol one il to accopt his ophortunity,, We (\l:llloum\(l hitn {0 go into the
wilderness and wake a honte, and he took fhe challenge.  There's something
American ahont that, -

- Bmerson is the most notable exponent of this teniper on its spir.
itval side. In his well-known “ IFable,” when the momntain tnunts
tie squirvel for inability to carry trees upon its back, the squirrel
replies with the home thrust  Neither ean you erack n nut.”  On n
loftier plane inerson bids the veader, “ Trust thyself. Every heart

vibrates to that iron string®” No graduate of an American high'
g g £

schavl should be unacquainted. with the cssays “ Self-Reliance © and
“The American Scholar,” or with the ringing words from the ad-
dress “ Liternry Ethics : _ . : :

. You wilil henr every day the maxfing of a low prudence.  You will hear that
the Orst duty 18 to get Innd und money, pluce.and name. What ts thisTruth

—!

my

you seck? what: Is this Benuty? men will ask with. derision. ' If, l'mverth‘eles_a,:«%g,_'

vd beauty, be bold
§ X:tenouncs, L an

of yon'to explore truth'n , be'firnd, be
As-oth PorsLE?

When you.shall go
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expeditions go until a more convenient season,” then dles tho\ man in you;
then once more perish the buds of art and poetry and seicnce, as they have died
already v a thousaud thousand men. The hour of that ¢hoice Is the crisis of

your history, ’

(e)-nmierica is gdod-nutwred, Lindly, and fond of fun. The combi-
nation is less aceidental than it seems. There is a type of wit which
is intellectually brilliant, but is intended to sting and to rankle. The
typeof humor prevalent in our country is of a diflerent sort.  When
we think of the affection that gees out to our greatest humorist, we
see the aptness in William Dean Howell's characterization of him as
“the Lincoln of our literatnre.”  What attracts us in Mark Twain
is not intellectual acpteness, but warmth of heart, a broad and deep

Shuman sympathy that mekes a” lavgh with him a spiritual tonic,
There is an important difference bet ween the laugh which savs, “ How
ridiculous these other people are,”™ and the democratic sort which
says, “ What a funny thing human nature is. our own included!”

The feeling for this better kind of humor should reecive every
encouragement in the classroom. The day has passed when humor
needsa plea in its defense. It is no longer neeessary #o say that fun
has its great place in the making of a yvoung life. The chicf need

“isto rid the sense of hnmor of its coarser as<ociations, to refine and
sweeten it. The teacher can do much by showing how interrelated
15 the best humor with breadth and ardor of sympathy. The awthor
of “Tom Sawyer™ also wrote the * Personal Recollections of Joan
of Are” and was a sturdy champion of many an appeual for jusgice.
His biography and his letters are*well worth knowing.! They throw

.

light on one reason why his humor is so winning.

(f) A true democracy requires respect for difierences. People in
various scctions of our comntry arc coming to know their fellow
citizens of other seetions better than heretofore. Under the unify-
ing spirit of the national erisis old animositie are fast disappearing
forever. But there is still need for something more, a positive gnd
reciprocal appreciation of the southern type, for example, and of ™
the New kngland, the eastern, and the western type. lere wo shall
find literature an incomparable help. Pupils in the North shonld
know more than they do about the work of Poe and Lanier, of Cablo
and Harris, and Page and Allen, besides merely remembering that
Patrick Henry, Washington, Jefferson, angdgsladison were Vir-
ginians. One of the finest studies of an Mireriean gentleman is
“ Robert E. Lee, Ameriean,” by Gamaliel Bradford, a portrayal
all the more deserving of our pupils’ attention for being the appre-
cintive work of n jnortherner? Paul Hamilton Haync’s sonnet to

7 : :

3 Mr, Albert B. Talne, lils hisgrapher, bas nlso publirlied “A Boy'd Life of Mark Twaln,”

EDiternluné and pistory teachers. north and south,'should read to. thilr ‘classes the
leter. wiltten by Robert B. Leo, upyn saccopting ABE presidency of ‘anmg;qn College,
Bee Treat's Bouthiern Writers, 3 : T
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. Henry Wadsworth Longfellow is an excellent tribute in the other
direction.” East and West meot in Mark Twain.

Joaquin Miller’s Autobiography (in the Beamr Edition of his
poems) gives an excellent picture of life in the West.  For under-
standing the hard life of the middle western farmer that has led
to so many misunderstood and easily vidicnled radicalisms, Hamlin
Garland’s ¥ Son of the Middle Border™ is recommended, and, in his
“Main Traveled Roads” the two stories Up the Cooley™ and
*Under the Lion's Paw o : .

Religions differences present hardly anyv grave diffieulfios to-dny;
. and the great majority of .onr people would vote that owr teadi-

tional policy of keeping our public schools unsectafian has been
the best. - But everything we can do is worth trying to supplement
this poliey by fostering in all onr citizens a positive apyfeciation of
those whowe faith is diffevent from their own,  The stud of * Evan-

~ geline” for example, should direct attemion to Longfellow's hearty
admiration for a Catholic community. A descendant of {he Puri-
tans, lic showed the best kind of democracy in por raying the life
of a Catholie village with such fine feeling for its beauty. s trans-
lation of Dante, his somets “ The Divina Commedia,™ his * Ladder
of St. Augustine,” ete., are similar expressions.

America will be the better for laving her Widely virying childven
nol. ximply tolerate diflerences but respeet them, with an eye ever open”
to divergent excellences. Tt is notable Ahat childven of Jewish par-
ents, particalavly from Russia, where per-eention has beeir extrene,
learn from the conduct of Awmiericart teachers more, perhaps, than in
any other way, how atterly un-Chriltiam is the spirit of bigotry and
prejudice. The Russian ¢hild who has heard from his father and

/ mother, ar scen for hiwself, as some have ‘done, how Christians in
the old comntry celebrated Christmas and Easter by massaering Jews
van thank the American public school for teaching him something
hetfer about the religion he had such reason to fear. Instead of ath
tempting to proselytize, the teacher can make “The Vision of Sir

i Launfal"for instance, the oceasion 1o interpret Chuistianity in wzlys

that no Jewish pavents in Ameriea can find other than helpful. ‘Thé
study of Tho Merchant of Venice offers another sueh opportunity.

The teacher who has vead the commentaries of Verplanck and, Hud-

son will wish hix cluss to,see how both the Christian characters and

Shylock are debased by the spirit of persecution, Antonio, the gen-

tleman, becomes muchy less the genftlemnu by his treatment of the

Jew, while the latter is gonded by his injnries.to inhuman revenge.

“Qur country is of .all places the land to prize the truth in Emerson’s

weighty saying that you can not:degrade s fellow-being:

grading yourself, and gh

S
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In nll these matters of difference<—racial, religious, sectional, or
otherwise, every-effert is*worth making to forestall un- American'
prejudices, U nited by n single, conmon Jove for their country, and
mspired by the nmf\nw conviction that over heré men and women
are to be Jud"od upon their merits and not upon their birth, our
children will off#r a richer and better contribution to American lifo

_when they have been lielped to cultivate the spirit of appreciation
of what i different.?

(y) Democracy means obligation. The duality of eur collective :
Jife vises or falls with the level of the Tives led by each.

Fer Amerien is not the magle seenery
Washed by the snnvise and (he sunset sens’
Noj ner yet the praivies dark with herds,

¢ Or land-lakes of the western mraing nor yet
{\'nmlvx' cities white-towered, nor the peaks
Plusting with mietals, nme the sioky mills;
Awmeriea ix you and you and 1.

In the first stages of reaction against feudalism, it was natural that -
the emphasis in democracy should have been laid upon individnal
rights.  The need for such an insistence has by no means utterly
passed. But we have learned from the experiences of our history
that the'correlative of individual freedom should be an emphasis at
least equal if nop stronger upon duty. My rights always involve
vour duty to respect thvm. but we shall be better citizens if each of
us shifts the acant to read, © Your rights are my duties.” A study
of <113h works'as W n'-hmgtrm s Farewell Address. W cl)stol Bunker
Hill*Oration, Lowell's Defocracy, George William' Curtis's The
American Daoetrine of Liberty, and Thx”b“c Duty of Educated
Men, ex-President Taft’s Four Aspects of®ivie Duty, shouldlead to
fruitful thinking upon this vital topie. So should the diserftsion. of
probleins and .chunged viewpoints brought about by tle* great war.
More than ever we ehall need the quality which Webster lauded in
Washinghon, “A spotlessness of metive, a steady submission to every
public and private duty, which threw far into the shade the wholo
crowd of vulgar great” \\o are lo.umn'r ‘to-day to repeat more

.

earnestly . i

So nlgh is grandeur to our dust,
So near I8 God to man;
. When Duty whisperg dow, “ Thou must,”
The youth replies “I can” *- 0 '

“Duty,” snid Robert E. Lee, “is the sublimest Wo!‘d in tho Dng-
lish language.” :
No longer are we content with a conceptwn of democrncy that bids

i U8, annp]y refrain from mvadmg the rights ‘of our- nclghbor& Wo .

>

s i N
,J?»q }% .,‘\,J )
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havo learnéd that thero is a common good in whoso behalf wo must
do things more positive. As against the old watchword of © Every
man for himself without interference” the new 1nqp1rm'r word of

to-day is “ Come together to'serve.”

& Bring all your falvest gifts o «deck her &lnlno

Who lifts our lives above mine and thine,

The common duty comes first. Democracy ineans the oumrhmily
to share that duty as voted by thie-people themselves. The citizen
has a voice in deciding what shall constitute the tollegtive burden,
and he also has the duty, a duty for that very reason more nrgent
than in an autoeracy, to promote the public good to the full extent of
his power. Freedom is precious not so much beeanse it permits the
| enjoyment of rights as becayse it offers us the chanee to’ share like .
«free men and V\omen in the common burdens.!

(A The ideal of frecm requives changes in social’ un'anr/:'mrn{s as
well as insistenee upon personal duty. This note is perhaps the one
most insistently stressed in American literature of the present day.
It distinguislies the poems of such a writer as Edwin Markham from
those of an carlier day like Whittier’s.” It implics no weakening of
ouy sense of personal responsibility to know (hat w orking (omlmons
unx other social mechanisins must be improved. Nay, it is in the

-very interests of a finer personality and a greater capacity to live '

out the duties of citizenship that we knowsit does not pay to let. chil-

dven toil in.tho factories, to oy erwork onr wamen, to let great masses
,of aur people grow up illiterate and upskilled, or to herd them in
ugly, insanitary, vice-breeding slums.  The freedow . that is most
worth while is, as we have said, freedom to do one’s duties. The
immigrant father wha wishes to bring up his_childven to a worthy

‘American manhood and womanhood is not free to do so as long as

he is obliged to rear them amid physieal and moral filth,  The condi-

tions under which he works, and thoze amid which he rests, must
favor, not hinder, tho performing of his full duty. to his family and,

.

Ceountry. ’ | i g A i _
As President. Wilson put the case in his New Freedom, a higher
standard of life is needed than that— .

wenr stmply east about’ to see that the day doues n'ot wul disnshirgusly lrb
them * * ©°  Set the initiative of this great pooplc absotutely free, so lhnt
tue future B¢ America will be groater than (he past, * * ° g9 that Amertex
will know as she advances from generation to generation that ench bropad ‘of

+.  her sons is greater aml wore enlightenied: than that which preceded it, know
- that she is fulfilling tle promise that she has mnde to wankind,

o - ————— SR L.

’ t Por - turlher dllcnaslon of: this polnt 80 llnrol Values™ gn Semud(lru Edumtkm.
: Burcau of nducnuon. Bulloun. 1)17, No. b1, p. 125’ 1016, The su

. Btudie m(scma )
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The meaning of liberty has deepened. But. it has not ccased to be a funda-
miental necessity for the life of the soul.  And the day I8 at hund when it shall
be realized on this consecrated soll, a New Freedoun. a liberty whlened and
deepenied to mateh the broadened lifesof man in wmodern Ameriea, restoring to
him tn very truth thie control of his Goverment, unfettering his cnergles. and
warming the gencrous impulses of his heart, a process of relense, emancipation,
and inshiration, full of a breath of life as sweet and \\llo/\some as the airs
that fillegd thqealls of the enravels of Columbus and gave the promise uud boast
of magnificent opportunity in which \mcrl(‘.l dare not fail. ’ .

" This raising of the quality of por. 1l life in each and all is the
thing of importance in the © new so¢tal congcience ™ that is astir in
our country, The fight against political dishonesty and inefficiency,
against the wasting of our natural resongees, against the unfair drains
upon the power of women. of children, of other workérs unjus:ly
trgated, is a crusade in the intevests of a mew and more positive free-
dom, the freedom to live a’ useful, worthy, full-statured American

life. ' )
There is muech about these problems that is didtmbing: and as
our public schcoling must be free from political partisanship. they &

must be handled with all fairness. It is ugeless, however. to try o
keep our pupils from discussing the problems of the day. The spirit
of reconstruction is in the air. It has been quickered by the war,
Our Loys and girls noWw imbibe it everywhere, and they ‘discuss its
implications “among themselves. The school should help them to
make their discussions more inteHigént and more fair. If ever we
think{ their views uhwarrantably radieal, let ug not be alarmed;
experience will teach theth wherein their ideas are estreine; but the
experience of adult years is scarcely likely .to kiedle the zeal for
progress which so animates'the period of youth. This is notably the
stago when ideals of disinterested servict make a” powerful appeal.
Tho world would never have its refor mers, it has been well snid. if
we were all born middle-aged.  The visions of tha eager lad of sevens
teen will be sobered by his contacts with life later ony but they will
hardly be dreated by -thofe contacts. Lot youth dream its dreams of
* a nobler social order. r country iteelf is voung and forward.
looking. Of it, too, ma be said to-day what Wordsworth said of
“an earlier day of rcconslmctlon. .

Bliss Is it in that dawn to lfe alive,
' And to be young is8 very heaven,

Al this nobe unrest 3f mind and soul is increasingly mirrored in
the- American Nitérature of the paist 20'ygmjs. Let the literature
+ teacher recommend the writings and biographies of Americaf lead-
ers of tlmught for a better shapmg of the common life. Among such
\\e wou](l suggest the puems of Edwin Marklmm Va Dykes *Who

o
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phony ”; Widdemar's “ The Factories and Other Pocms”; Jacob

Riis’s ¢ How the Other Half Lives,” and “ Qut of Mulberry Street”;

Jane Addams’s “ Democracy and Social Ethics,” and Twenty Years

at Hull House ; Lillian D. Wald's “ The ITouse on H(-my Street ';

Arthar T, Hadlevs “Standards of Public Morality *; Edward D.~

Ross’s “Sin and Society *'; William D. Howell's ¢ A l raveler from

Altriria ™5 Booker T, W nshmgton s Up from Slavery.” and “ Work-

ing with the Hands *; Francis G. Peabody's * Education for Life”

(the inspiring story of Gen. Armstrong and Hampton Tnstitute)

Henry George, jr’s, “Life of Henry George ™5 Paul L. Ford’s ** Hon-

corable Peter Stirling ™5 Frank Norris's € The Pit”; Winston Chur-

chill's “Mr. Crewe's (‘meel s Willimn H. Taft’s © Four Aspects of

Civic Duiy”; T heodore Rooscwlts “Amorican Ideals.” and “The

New \'ntmnahsm ; Woodrow Wilson's“ The New Freedom ” ; Walter

WeyD’s “Tlhie Now Ameriea ™ ; Herbert Croley's *The Promise of

American Life”

o (2) Ouwrdemocracy will ;)wﬂt from uu(lwstmz(imq othc: countries.

We are ontgrowing the habits of mind fostered hy our earlier isola-

0 ton.” Weare rapidly learning to think of our Nation s & membeg-n

a funnl\ of nations; and our{md is going to be the greater for a
new exc change bvt\\ocn ourselves aund the other members of it
Loving our own country first, wo shall be more apprecintive of what -
we owe to other peoples and of what we can ledrn from theiv exam-
Ale and friendly criticisn. :

Here the t(‘.\clnng of litevature can be of marked serviee. It can
correct the tendeney to provincialism by shqwing, for example, the
Rindebtedness of our writers to those of th mother country. Qur
“literary speech has been nolded hy the Feglich of the King Jnmes
Bible : until our country produced its own.literature it knew, besides
the Bible ang the Greek and Roman classies, only the hterature of
Great Mritam. The debt should be vemembered. For instance,
WhitTer’s “ Snowbound ” might be compared with Burns's © Cotter’s
Saturday Night,” and Lowell’s ¢ Dandelion ¥ with the lattel’s “To
a Mountain Daisy.” “Lowell's tribpte to the plowman pod in his
“Incident in a Railroad Car,” and W hittiet’s in hix poem: * Biuns®
(Holuless and Longfellow’s also), deservo to he voted.  Where, if
not in Awerican schools, shoul “A Man’s & Mau fox \ That * be
committed to memory?

~Edmund Burke's “ Speech on Conciliation' with the America
Colonies” repays tho carcful study it receives in many. high schools.
It is good for our pupjls to know. the man huns(-lf to admire him,

. for his fight-to drive ont the rottesi- borough system, to nl)ohsh im-
. -prisonment for- debt, to preyont oppression of the nnh\ es in: Indm by ook
colomnl admnmstmtdrs* (ns ‘they read: o |

1 ings 2
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.study the American Colonies in order to interpret them aright to his
feJlow statesmen.  His speeeh will help our pupils to understand the
Americdn spirit ‘in the light of one line of its ancestry. Studied in
connection with the words of such English historiuns of our Revolu-
tion as Lecky and Trevelyan, it will enable American childreg to see
that there were Englishmen who approved our action because it was v
in line with the English tradition ‘of liberty.. The Colonies were i
lost to Grent Britain becduse the conduct of the Tory administration
toward Amu‘l(g was un-British, - The devdtion of Canada, Aus-
tralia. New Zealand, and of Sonth African Union to-day illustrates
how well Great Britam took 1o heart the point in Edmugpd Burke's
plea for the liberty whi¢h our pupils are apt:to think exclusively
American. Ills,ar"nmkte against the use of force still hold good
against the policy of conquest. The solid good sense in these argu-
ments, as well as his elequent reminder that the doepest %, 3 Aamong
peoples, “links which light as air are strong as iron,” are ties of
respect and affection, should be as fumiliar as anything in our mtno
literature, o

A genuine pride in our own m}nc\emontq need not Suffer if wo
direct our pupils’ attention in this way to what -writers in other
lands have done. Surely no American will care less for The Vision
of Sir Luunfal for being told how Victor Hugo taught much the
same ideal in Les Miserables and The Hunchback of Noire Dae.
It is only false pri ide that can not endure comparisons. ‘

A true pride wrl be benefited by knowing.,what other people think
about us. Just beciause Ameriea, Las so nnu-h to Ei\e mankind, wo
want to know how our gift can be improved. 1f our conntry -is to
become, as Daniel Webster said; “a vast and splendid monument
upon which the world may gaze in admiration forever,” surely
she must school herself to improvement without ceasing. TFor this
reason it is well to recommend to our boys and girls Looks on America
by foreign observers. Bryce’s American Commonwealth has j stly
won n place for itself. The introductory word breathes a specfally
admirable spirit Letters from x}mcmcn, by Rupert Brooke, the poct -
who died ini' thy Gallipoli campuign, criticizes soine’ of our short-
comings, but always with kindkp dppreciation.  So does the genial -
America through the Lycq of an Oriental 1)1plomat by Mr. Wu Ting
Fang. Other u\oful crijficisms will be found in G. Lowes Dickinson’s
- Appearances, and Jo§flff G. Brook’s collection As Others See Us.

(7) -Democracy resth, wpon exccllence in character, The greatest
Wealth of aur country is the moml\qunhty of her cltxzens.

. The ‘longer on this mrth we ll\e
And. welgh' the various qualities- or nen, ¢
s Bé¢ing: how most are: tuzitlve ]
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The'more we feel the hl;.:h.. st(-rn-.ro.-mn'ml benntye
Of plain devotedness to duty,
Steadfast and still, nor paid with wortal praise,
But ﬂm‘lin;.: u_mplv.\t LECOIPUISe .
IFor He's mngyrianded oxpense
Inworls dane sanavely and wnwasted doys,

. .“lh tribute o Washington (in Lowell's Under the OLL 1hn)
points a truth se simple and s ohvious that yvonth may sometimes
overlook its fundamental hipoitanee. Demorracy is rootedin moral
excellenge. Chapcter is at oneg it chiel safegard and s sublinest
hope. "There Tis need, s we have seen, for certain exterpal recon-
struetions: there is need inoa demoe r‘u\ “fer widespread common-

sense awl far-seeing’ ntelligence and tewined ability o work to- .
gether. But these dre only instvionent~. Their value lies in what

they can mnt’nbulv to the making of sonl=: far it i~ just this con-
tribution to a nabler e of living that gives & nation its highest. |
reason for heing. Thie wission of Amirica among the nations is to -
- = show what splendid types of hinnay personality can he bhred: under
" the ideal of freedon. Like the Roman mother, she must exhibit as
D hor jewels iew sens and danghters, :

(nnw)u then, for moral character is not o he ](‘,’.‘:ll(l('(] s ~ole-
thitg to be anneserld to other features of (.m/.u@np and of schoo)
lifg as one might add s room @ ar-wing to s building. It is to be
the :mimylg breath of all that the sehool undertakes to do for onr N
country. “The greatest weyltle of the nation being moral personality.
political Treedom is precious as o way of inereasing that wealth and
dlevating ‘its quahity. ‘

Withont tedions moralizing, literatire fessons can bring this faet
honte.  The more our pupils grow in the pover of sistained reflee-
tion, the more we should seek to futve 4 e reflect npon the ethieal
principles that give grandenr to the ideal of freedonry = Every wl-
mirable American life is o muosnty that o freedom is worth

Cpossessing. Tavery, et of noble self-reliance. of nfegrity, of self-
disciphine, of bravery, of ‘genevosity, of self-denying. disintérosted
service, is one more step towavd the truest of all freedoms, the iberag

+ tion of what is best in mankind from its own unworthy entangle-
ments,  Onr literature is vich in heantifu) inspivations to his éngl.
Let ns make the most ‘of them. In the servies of Amgrican ideals, >
“thonght kindling itself at the living fire of thonght ** has mighty
b tasks to push forward nnd nm"nl(lu‘nt ros(n‘wm to bring to light. |

= ‘e
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