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Score Point - 1

An organizational pattern is apparent but is inappropriate to the purpose and demands
of the expository prompt. While most ideas are generally related to the topic (the writer
addressed a place), the paper is narrative and does not relate to the expository purpose
of the prompt. As such, the central idea is missing. There are some commonly used
transitional devices that help progress the essay (e.g. “then it's dinner time”) but the
writer’s progression of ideas is not always controlled.

Development of ideas is weak and the essay is ineffective because the details are
inappropriate to the expository prompt. Word choice is vague and reflects little
awareness of the expository purpose. Some distracting convention errors are evident,
but they do not impede communication.
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Score Point - 3

Essay is clear because the writer uses organizational strategies that are suited to the
expository task. The writer establishes a clear central idea (reptiles are my favorite
animals thus favorite place is Reptile Room at Houston Zoo) and most ideas are related
to the central idea and focused on the topic specified in the prompt. Sentence-to-
sentence connections support the flow of the essay and show the relationship among
ideas.

The writer’s response to the prompt is original and reflects some thoughtfulness. The
details and examples are appropriate to the expository task.

Word choice is clear and specific. There is an adequate command of conventions.
Errors are few and do not disrupt the fluency and clarity of the essay.
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Score Point - 2

The writer uses an organizational structure but it is not appropriate to the purpose of
the expository task. The writer’s progression of ideas is not always logical and
controlled. The central idea is weak and is formulaic (school is important to me because
you get to learn new things, see your friends that you don’t get to see a lot, and you get
to see your teacher).

Development of ideas is minimal and the response to the prompt is formulaic. This
essay demonstrates only a limited understanding of expository writing. Conclusion is
also formulaic and does not add to the essay (these are the 3 reasons why school is

important to me).

Word choice does little to establish the tone appropriate for the expository task.
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Score Point - 4

The writer’s organizational structure is clearly appropriate to purpose and responsive
to the specific demands of the prompt. It is well-suited to the expository task. There is
a clear central idea and all ideas are strongly related to that central idea. The writer
sustains the focus and creates a coherent, unified essay. There are meaningful
transitions and strong sentence-to-sentence connections.

The writer uses specific, well-chosen details and examples which aid the development
of the piece. The writer clearly has a thorough understanding of the expository writing
task and writes an essay that is thoughtful, unique and engaging.

Word choice also reflects an awareness of the expository task and contributes to the

clarity and quality of the essay. The writer demonstrates an adequate command of
conventions and usage.
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Score Point - 2

While this essay has a central idea (my house is a special place to me), the writer uses a
formulaic response to the prompt. The writers lists three reasons his home is special (I
can play in my front yard, I get delicious food, being with family). This is a formulaic
five paragraph essay - intro, 3 reasons, and conclusion. The essay demonstrates only a
limited understanding of the expository purpose. To earn a higher score, the writer
should have taken one reason and developed it more fully.

Please remember, formulaic responses score a 2, even if they are well-written formulaic
essays.
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