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Paragraph structure PRACTICE WORKSHEET 
 
Directions:  Underline in blue the topic sentence.  Circle in red any transition words. 
Highlight the supporting details.  Underline in green the concluding statement. 
 
 
 
Paragraph #1 
 

My Dog Romeo is so much fun to play with. One reason he’s fun is because he 

loves to play catch. What’s also fun is that he follows me around the house with a toy and 

drops it on my foot, so I will kick it. Additionally, he can catch just about anything, but 

his favorite thing to catch is a Frisbee. Finally, he loves it when I pretend like I’m falling 

dead, and he runs over to lick me. All these reasons show why I really have fun playing 

with Romeo. 

 
 
 
Paragraph #2 
 

Ever since I moved into my own apartment last fall, I have gotten out of the habit 

of making my bed--except on Fridays, of course, when I change the sheets. Although 

some people may think that I am a slob, I have some sound reasons for breaking the bed-

making habit. In the first place, I am not concerned about maintaining a tidy bedroom 

because no one except me ever ventures in there. If there is ever a fire inspection or a 

surprise date, I suppose I can dash in there to fluff up the pillow and slap on a spread. 

Otherwise, I am not bothered. In addition, I find nothing uncomfortable about crawling 

into a rumpled mass of sheets and blankets. On the contrary, I enjoy poking out a cozy 

space for myself before drifting off to sleep. Also, I think that a tightly made bed is 

downright uncomfortable: entering one makes me feel like a loaf of bread being wrapped 

and sealed. Finally, and most importantly, I think bed-making is an awful way to waste 

time in the morning. I would rather spend those precious minutes checking my email or 

feeding the cat than tucking in corners or snapping the spread. 
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Paragraph #3 
 

In the mid-1980’s, the Minnesota Vikings were a very well-built team because of 

the draft and some big trades.  For example, they picked up players like Chuck Foreman 

through the college draft.  But perhaps more importantly, they pulled off some coups, like 

the Tarkenton trade in 1973.  Undoubtedly, the Vikings were the most evenly balanced 

team in professional football in the mid-1970’s. 

 
 
 
 

Paragraph #4 
 

Here are three reasons why Canada is one of the best countries in the world. First, 

Canada has an excellent health care system. All Canadians have access to medical 

services at a reasonable price. Second, Canada has a high standard of education. Students 

are taught by well-trained teachers and are encouraged to continue studying at university. 

Finally, Canada's cities are clean and efficiently managed. Canadian cities have many 

parks and lots of space for people to live. As a result, Canada is a desirable place to live. 
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TRANSITIONS 
 

LOGICAL RELATIONSHIP TRANSITIONAL EXPRESSION 
Similarity also, in the same way, just as ... so 

too, likewise, similarly 
Exception/Contrast but, however, in spite of, on the one 

hand ... on the other hand, 
nevertheless, nonetheless, 

notwithstanding, in contrast, on the 
contrary, still, yet 

Sequence/Order first, second, third, ... next, then, 
finally 

Time after, afterward, at last, before, 
currently, during, earlier, 

immediately, later, meanwhile, now, 
recently, simultaneously, 

subsequently, then 
Example for example, for instance, namely, 

specifically, to illustrate 
Emphasis even, indeed, in fact, of course, truly 

Place/Position above, adjacent, below, beyond, 
here, in front, in back, nearby, there 

Cause and Effect accordingly, consequently, hence, 
so, therefore, thus 

Additional Support or Evidence additionally, again, also, and, as 
well, besides, equally important, 
further, furthermore, in addition, 

moreover, then 
Conclusion/Summary finally, in a word, in brief, in 

conclusion, in the end, in the final 
analysis, on the whole, thus, to 

conclude, to summarize, in sum, in 
summary  

 


