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During the American Revolution the Hudson River was not just a 
waterway. It was a lifeline, a vital artery on which the cause of 
liberty depended. Along its banks and in its waters, many would 
die for what they believed in. Neighbors would fight neighbors,  
and a serene countryside would become a frightening place, where 
cowboys" and "skinners" crept through the dark landscape. It was 

the object at the center of America's most notorious treason. Benedict Arnold would try to sell the 
vital Hudson for his own gain. Both he and the British knew that if it fell, the lifeline would be cut 
and the cause of liberty would drown in its cold grey waters. The struggles of the men who defended 
it through harsh weather, lagging muster rolls, and ill-designed fortifications, could truly say that it 
was they who continued the cause and birthed a nation. 
 

 

 
Christopher DiPasquale 

Christopher DiPasquale holds a BA in History from Pace University and an MA in History from 
Queens College. He currently teaches at the Mildred E Strang Middle School in Yorktown, NY.       
Mr. DiPasquale gives many lectures throughout the year at local libraries, historical societies, and 
museums. He is a master teacher for the Living History Education Foundation and historical 
interpreter at many state and private historic sites. 
 

This FREE program will be held at the Putnam Valley Grange Hall 
128 Mill Street ♦ Putnam Valley, NY 10579 at 10:00 am 


