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Rogers Firm’s Insulation 
Featured in TV Program

BioBased Insulation of rogers is 
now in actress Beverly D’Angelo’s 
attic.

D’Angelo, the actress perhaps 
best known for her role as Ellen 
Griswold alongside Chevy Chase in 
the National Lampoon “vacation” 
movies, had the soy-based insulation 
sprayed in her attic during the oct. 29 
episode of “Living With Ed” on the 
HGTV network.

Actor Ed Begley’s show focuses on 
ways to be more eco-friendly and has 
recently featured his celebrity friends 
like D’Angelo and Sharon Lawrence, 
who played Sylvia on “NYPD Blue.” 

on the oct. 8 show, Lawrence also 
had biobased insulation installed in 
her attic, touting the effectiveness that 
the company says can help reduce util-
ity bills by up to 50 percent when used 
in conjunction with other appropriate 
building components.

biobased has won numerous 
“green” awards and has made previ-

ous appearances with Bob Vila and on 
CBS’ “The Early Show.”

— Andrew Jensen

Design Works Business: 
Search Engine Optimization

Try navigating the vastness of the 
Internet without using Yahoo!, Ask.
com, Google or another search engine. 
Unless you know the exact address of 
your destination, it’s easy to get lost. 
These sites are the maps users consult 
to find the right pages with the right 
content.

Getting on the map is the goal of 
nearly any business, large or small. 
That’s why the sites are nearly always 
being tweaked, their algorithms altered 
to ensure that relevant results pop up 
at the top.

A big factor for what comes up in 
a search is which keywords a user 
enters. Some Web design firms can 
help clients stay on top.

“We feel we’re leading the pack in 
search engine optimization,” said Ron 
Bird, marketing director for Design 

Works of rogers.
many have asked bird over the 

years how much it would cost to 
get their businesses to the top of the 
search engine results. He replies that 
it’s better to get a business to the top 
for a narrow, specific search rather 
than a broad one.

For example, someone searching for 
antiques in the Springdale area is more 
likely to enter “antiques northwest 
Arkansas” than just “antiques.”

Keeping a business at the top of 
the results pages can be a lot of work, 
depending on the number of com-
petitors it has, bird said. A small busi-
ness specializing in something fairly 

unusual, like bonsai trees, could spend 
about $500, plus another $150 or so 
for two to three hours per quarter of 
maintenance, he said.

but for a more common business, 
say, a real estate firm, the amount of 
time and work — and consequently 
the price — go up dramatically. 

— Robert Bell

Care Foundation Nearing 
$4 Million in Grants in ’07

Care Foundation Inc. is closing in 
on $4 million in grants for 2007.

Donations totaling $252,500 bring 
the year’s cumulative total to $3.99 
million. The Care Foundation donated 
$207,500 to Ozark Guidance for 
inpatient acute mental health care 
and $45,000 to Monitor Elementary 
School in Springdale for playground 
equipment.

“The playground is a dream come 
true,” said Care Foundation Chair 
Chris Weiser. 

The Care Foundation was estab-
lished in 1998 when Northwest 
Health System was sold and the 
assets were transferred into an endow-
ment for the community.

on march 27, the Care Foundation 
approved $1.66 million in grants 
for education and health initiatives 
throughout northwest Arkansas. 

Those awards brought the founda-
tion’s grant-making total to more than 
$30 million since 2000.                  n

— Andrew Jensen

Jonesboro Collects  
$66,200 in Alcohol Taxes

The city of Jonesboro has collected 
$66,200 from an alcoholic beverage tax 
that went into effect earlier this year.

The money collected from 3 percent 
of the sale of alcohol goes into the 

city’s general fund and then is funneled 
to the Jonesboro Police Department 
to help support its DAre (Drug Abuse 
resistance education) program and 
DUI enforcement. 

Club Red, which was renamed 
Electric Cowboy in June, was no. 1 

in alcohol sales with $612,300 worth 
of drinks sold.  

Jonesboro restaurants must have pri-
vate club permits from the Arkansas 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Board 
to serve alcohol in “dry” Craighead 
County.

— Mark Friedman

Developers Sue Harrisburg 
Over Installation of Utilities

Two developers said they are out 
nearly $1 million after they built 
homes at the city of Harrisburg’s 
request, but the city hasn’t installed 
the water and sewer lines.

Tom Ford and Charles Dunham, 
who own Ford/Dunham Subdivision, 
are suing the city of Harrisburg, the 
mayor and the city council alleging 
breach of contract, fraud and inten-
tional infliction of emotional distress. 
The developers are seeking nearly $8 
million in damages in Poinsett County 
Circuit Court.

In 2006, city of Harrisburg officials 
asked Ford to build moderately priced 
homes in a section of Harrisburg, 
according to the lawsuit. In exchange, 
the city would install water and sewer 
lines to the homes.   

After four homes were built, at a 
cost of $258,000, the city then backed 
out of supplying the utilities, the law-
suit said. 

“The refusal of the Defendants to 
honor the agreement has made the con-

structed residence virtually unsellable 
and uninhabitable,” the lawsuit said.

And Ford and Dunham also said 
the city has built a high-powered natu-
ral gas line through part of the 40-acre 
site, making 14 lots uninhabitable. 
The developers said the land used for 
the pipe is worth $210,000, and they 
want the money for that. 

Harrisburg’s city attorney, Ron 
Hunter, couldn’t be reached for com-
ment. 

— Mark Friedman

Newport Plans to Spend  
$2.1 Million on Sewer Plant

The city of Newport said it will 
spend $2.1 million to refurbish its 
wastewater treatment plant.

The plant is more than 20 years 
old and needs renovations, newport 
mayor David Stewart said.

To pay for the work, the 
Newport Economic Development 
Commission will chip in $200,000 
and Stewart is trying to persuade four 
industrial development groups to give 
a total of $100,000.

Stewart said the city will finance 
the remaining $1.8 million without 
having an increase in sewer rates.

Construction work is expected to 
be completed in late 2008.

The utility has about 2,000 custom-
ers and about $420,000 a year in rev-
enue, Stewart said.                         n

— Mark Friedman

Ron Bird, marketing director for 
Design Works, said search engine opti-
mization requires regular maintenance 
because the way the engines work is 
always changing.
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April through September 2007, except as noted  
 Tax Alcohol
Name Collected  Sales 
Club Red/Electric Cowboy* $18,369 $612,300 
Brickhouse Grill $7,040 $234,658 
Outback Steakhouse $6,834 $227,790 
501 Club $5,851 $195,048 
Jonesboro Country Club $5,025 $167,484 
Holiday Inn/Mallard Club $4,976 $165,860 
O’Charleys $4,601 $153,377 
RidgePointe Country Club* $3,067 $102,233 
V.F.W. $1,753 $58,420 

 Tax Alcohol
Name Collected  Sales 
Jonesboro Elks Lodge $1,479 $49,307 
Sage Meadows Golf Club $1,342 $44,748 
Envision $1,281 $42,702 
Loyal Order of Moose* $1,218 $40,600 
Fraternal Order of Eagles $926 $30,883 
Fuji Steakhouse $861 $28,708 
Piero’s $841 $28,039 
Julio’s/El Matador** $463 $15,433 
Sheffield’s $271 $9,033 

Jonesboro Alcohol Beverage Tax Collections

Totals $66,199 $2,206,625

Source: City of Jonesboro’s Finance Department 
*Includes sales in March, **Includes sales in october


