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20 March 2018

2
3/20/20183/20/2018



Agenda

• Welcoming Remarks
• Introduction to the Management Staff
• Overview of TC Programs and Contacts
• Breakout Session
• Questions and Answers
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Patents Organization
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Commissioner for Patents

Drew Hirshfeld
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Deputy Commissioner for 
Patent Operations
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Andrew Faile



Assistant Deputy Commissioner 
for Patent Operations

Jacqueline Stone
TC1600, TC1700, TC2900
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TC 1700 Directors

Gladys Corcoran                                                    Bonnie Eyler                                              Alexa Neckel
571-272-1300                                                    571-272-1200                                               571-272-2450

Marilyn Banks
571-272-1201

Evelyn Podraza
571-270-5822

TC 1700 Secretaries
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TC 1700 Statistics FY2017
• 68 Managers
• 886 Examiners

– Average experience 12 ⅓ years
• 47,749 new applications filed
• 24,058 RCEs filed
• 32,883 patents issued
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Division 1710

1711
Mike Barr 

571-272-1414 

1712
Mike Cleveland
571-272-1418

1713
Nadine Norton
571-272-1465

1714
Mike Kornakov
571-272-1303

1715
Tim Meeks

571-272-1423 

1716
Parviz Hassanzadeh

571-272-1435 

1717
Dah-Wei Yuan
571-272-1295 

1718
Gordon Baldwin
571-272-5166 
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Division 1710
Arts examined in Division 1710:
• Chemical Coating and Etching (Process & Apparatus)
• Single Crystal & Epitaxial Growth and Apparatuses 

Thereof
• Cleaning & Liquid Contact with Solids
• Washing Machines
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Division 1710 1. A method of making a single 
layer of polymer for use with a grip, 
the method comprising the steps of: 
providing a substrate; providing a first 
liquid polymer; applying the first 
liquid polymer onto the substrate; 
providing a second liquid polymer; 
applying the second liquid polymer in 
a pattern onto the first liquid polymer 
before said first liquid polymer is 
polymerized; and polymerizing the 
first and second liquid polymers by 
immersing the first and second 
polymers in a bath to form a single 
layer of polymerized polymer having a 
top surface opposite the substrate, 
wherein the top surface of the single 
layer of polymerized polymer includes 
at least a portion of both the first and 
second polymers polymerized 
together side by side.
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Division 1710
US 8,795.432 US 9,767,993 US 7,438,075

Plasma Processing ApparatusApparatus for Pulling Silicon 
Single Crystal Spray Arch Controller For A 

Carwash
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105

Division 1710
Number of 
Examiners Number of 

Supervisors

8

Number of 
Supervisors 

Manufacture of 
Semiconductors, 
Microelectronics, 

Nanoparticle Materials, 
Single Crystals.

Examples of 
Technologies Examined

767

Total Actions per Biweek 
Completed as a Division

Average of 11.8 years 
experience

63% Primary Examiners

Level of Experience
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Division 1720

1721
Mark Huff 

571-272-1385 

1722
Cynthia Kelly
571-272-1526

1723
Milton Cano

571-272-1398

1724
Miriam Stagg
571-270-5256

1727
Barbara Gilliam
571-272-1330 

1729
Ula Ruddock

571-272-1481 

15
3/20/2018

1726 (Acting)
Miriam Stagg
571-270-5256

1725
Basia Ridley

571-272-1453



Division 1720
Arts examined in Division 1720:
• Batteries
• Fuel Cells
• Radiation Imagery
• Liquid Crystal Compositions
• Flammable Gases
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Division 1720

17
3/20/2018



Division 1720
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Division 1720
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Division 1720
US 8,012,639 US 7,968,228  US 7,686,856 

Secondary BatteryFuel Cell Stack Method And Apparatus for Producing 
Synthesis Gas
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Division 1720
US 9,470,989 US 9,664,995  US 8,877,302 

Photolithographic Imaging SystemElectrophotographic Process 
Cartridge

Liquid Crystal Compositions
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Division 1720
Number of 
Examiners Number of 

Supervisors

7

Number of 
Supervisors 

Batteries
Fuel Cells

Radiation Imagery
Liquid Crystal Compositions

Flammable Gases

Examples of Technologies 
Examined

Number of 
Supervisors

860

Total Actions per Biweek 
Completed as a Division

Average of 12.7 years 
experience

58% Primary Examiners

Level of Experience
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Division 1730

1731
Kaj Olsen 

571-272-1344 

1732
Curtis Mayes
571-272-1234

1733 (Acting)
Keith Walker

571-272-3458

1736
Stan Silverman
571-272-1358
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1735 (Acting)
Keith Walker

571-272-3458

1734
Jon Johnson

571-272-1177



Division 1730
Arts examined in Division 1730:
• Abrasive Tool Making Process, Material, or Composition
• Compositions: Coating, Plastic or Ceramic
• Sugar, Starch and Carbohydrates
• Inorganic Compounds
• Catalysts and Solid Sorbents
• Fertilizers
• Hazardous or Toxic Waste Destruction or Containment
• Superconductors
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Division 1730
• Dispensing Processes and Apparatus
• Explosive and Thermic Compositions
• Metallurgical Processes and Compositions
• Metal Treatment
• Metallurgical Apparatus
• Powder Metallurgy Processes
• Alloys and Metallic Compositions
• Metal Founding
• Metal Fusion Bonding

25
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Division 1730

228: Metal Fusion Bonding, B23K
419: Power Metallurgy & 

3D Printing, B22F

420: Alloys & Metallic Compositions, C23C

423: hydrogen production, C01B

51: Abrasives, B24D 26
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Division 1730
US 9,789,474 US 6,244,327  US 9,741,472 

Single cast thin wall structuresExhaust Gas Purification Catalyst Method for manufacturing MgB2 
superconductor
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Division 1730
Number of 
Examiners Number of 

Supervisors

5

Number of 
Supervisors 

catalysts, cements, asphalts, 
binders, inks, sugars, 
diamonds,  scrubbing 
processes, radioactive 

waste, propellants, carbon 
nanotubes 

Examples of Technologies 
Examined

Number of 
Supervisors

690

Total Actions per Biweek
Completed as a Division

Average of 14.6 years 
experience

68% Primary Examiners

Level of Experience
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Division 1740

1741 (Acting)
Joe Del Sole 

571-272-1130 

1742
Christina Johnson

571-272-1176

1743
Joe Del Sole

571-272-1130

1744
Yogendra Gupta
571-272-1316

1747
Michael Wilson
571-270-3882
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1745
Philip Tucker
571-272-1095

1746
Mike Orlando
571-270-5038



Division 1740
Arts examined in Division 1740:
• Tires and Tire Products
• Tobacco
• Adhesive bonding
• Delamination
• Glass making
• Paper making
• Plastics shaping

– Injection molding
– Extrusion molding
– Blow molding

• Additive manufacturing
– 3D printing
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Division 1740
1. A method of manufacturing a composite 
enclosure for housing electronic devices 
comprising: winding composite material about 
a shaping structure; curing the composite 
material to create a composite hoop; stacking 
a plurality of composite layers in a mold; 
curing the plurality of composite layers to 
create a composite panel; machining an inner 
wall of the composite hoop to form a recess 
feature for receiving the composite panel; 
engaging the composite panel with the recess 
feature formed into the composite hoop; and 
bonding the recess feature of the composite 
hoop with the composite panel to form a 5-
sided composite structure for the composite 
enclosure.

5. The method of claim 10 wherein the 
operation of machining the inner wall 
comprising creating a beveled surface to 
receive the composite panel.
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Division 1740
US 9,004,073 US 9,908,288  US 9,895,936

Free-form spatial 3-D printing using 
part levitation

Electronic cigarette Dynamic traction cleated tires
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Division 1740
Number of 
Examiners Number of 

Supervisors

6

Number of 
Supervisors 

Tires, Adhesive Bonding, 
Glass/Paper making, 

Tobacco, Plastics Shaping & 
Molding

Examples of Technologies 
Examined

Number of 
Supervisors

668

Total Actions per Biweek
Completed as a Division

Average of 11.7 years 
experience

55% Primary Examiners

Level of Experience
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Division 1750

1754
James Lin 

571-272-8902 

1756
Keith Hendricks
571-272-1401

1757
Jeff Barton

571-272-1307

1758
Jennifer Michener

571-272-1424
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1759
Luan Van

571-272-8521



Division 1750
Arts examined in Division 1750:
• Thermoelectric and Photovoltaic Devices
• Electrolysis (e.g., Electroplating, Electrolytic 

Synthesis, Electropolishing, Corrosion 
Protection)

• Electrochemical Sensors (e.g., Glucose 
Strips, Gas Sensors)

• Sputtering
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Division 1750
US 8,981,201 US 6,767,441  US 8,425,752 

Biosensor with Peroxidase EnzymeSelf-Ballasted Apparatus for Solar Tracking Anodized Aluminum Cookware with 
Exposed Copper
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Division 1750
Number of 
Examiners Number of 

Supervisors

5

Number of 
Supervisors 

Solar cell panels, 
thermoelectric cooling 
devices, glucose strips, 
semiconductor coating

Examples of Technologies 
Examined

Number of 
Supervisors

445

Total Actions per Biweek
Completed as a Division

Average of 9.8 years 
experience

73% Primary Examiners

Level of Experience
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Division 1760

1761
Harold Pyon 

571-272-1498 

1762
Gwen Blackwell
571-272-5772

1763
Walter Choi

571-272-1098

1764
Vasu Jagannathan

571-272-1119

1765
James Seidleck
571-272-1078

1766
Randy Gulakowski

571-272-1302

1767
Mark Eashoo
571-272-1197

1768
Susannah Chung

571-272-6098
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Division 1760
Arts examined in Division 1760:
• Chemiluminescent, perfume and cleaning compositions
• Bleaching and Dyeing-related compositions and methods
• Colloid systems and Wetting agents
• Polymer compositions and methods including those involving polymers and non-

reactive materials
• Polymers made from unsaturated ethylenic monomers only and Polymers from at least 

one monomer devoid of ethylenic unsaturation
• Polyurethane, polyester, polyamide, polyimide, photo-curable polymer, optical material 

(photochromic, nonlinear optics, color filter)
• UV polymerization, microcapsules
• Polymer blends or composites including block and graft copolymers
• Siloxanes and Epoxy Polymers
• Oil well drilling compositions
• Catalysts including Metallocene, Ziegler-Natta, Metathesis, late-transition metal
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Division 1760
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Division 1760
US 9,360,604 US 9,255,201 US 9,158,042

Kenaf Reinforced Rubber for Power 
Transmission Belts

Broad Wavelength Range Chemically-
Tunable Photonic Materials

Fresnal Lens Sheet for Solar 
Concentration and Design Method

41
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Division 1760
Number of 
Examiners Number of 

Supervisors

8

Number of 
Supervisors 

Polymer compositions, 
chemiluminescent, 

perfume, polyurethane, 
polyester, polyamide, 

polyolefin, optical material, 
microcapsules, siloxane and 

epoxy polymers

Examples of Technologies 
Examined

Number of 
Supervisors

973

Total Actions per Biweek
Completed as a Division

Average of 14.6 years 
experience

83% Primary Examiners

Level of Experience
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Division 1770

1771
Prem Singh 

571-272-6381 

1772
In Suk Bullock 
571-272-5954

1773
Heidi Kelley

571-270-1831

1774
Walter Griffin
571-272-1447

1776
Duane Smith
571-272-1166

1777
Vickie Kim 

571-272-0579

1778
Nam Nguyen
571-272-1342 

1779
Bob Ramdhanie
571-270-3240
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Division 1770
• Arts examined in Division 1770:
• Chemical apparatus and process 

disinfecting, deodorizing, preserving, or 
sterilizing

• Liquid purification or separation
• Chemistry of hydrocarbon compounds
• Gas separation: processes
• Mineral oils: processes and products
• Solid anti-friction devices, materials 

therefor, lubricant or separant
compositions for moving solid surfaces, 
and miscellaneous mineral oil 
compositions

• Agitating

• Gas separation
• Fuel and related compositions
• Gas separation: apparatus
• Gas and liquid contact apparatus
• Distillation: processes, separatory
• Imperforate bowl: centrifugal separators
• Distillation: apparatus
• Distillation: processes, thermolytic
• Classifying, separating, and assorting 

solids
• Concentrating evaporators
• Fluid handling
• Sugar, starch, and carbohydrates
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Division 1770
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Division 1770
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Division 1770
US 8,783,663 US 9,775,467  US 9,849,407 

BlenderHumidifying Apparatus Carafe filter with air lock prevention feature
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Division 1770
US 9,009,914 US 8,936,655  US 8,580,112 

Integrated process system for single 
cell oil production and a pulp and/or 

paper industry process

Vacuum Cleaner Dialysis Systems and Methods
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Division 1770
Number of 
Examiners Number of 

Supervisors

8

Number of 
Supervisors 

Filtration devices and 
membrane products, 

hemodialysis equipment, 
vacuum cleaners, distillation, 

catalytic cracking systems and 
related processes

Examples of Technologies 
Examined

Number of 
Supervisors

788

Total Actions per Biweek
Completed as a Division

Average of 11.5 years 
experience

59% Primary Examiners

Level of Experience
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Division 1780

1781
Aaron Austin 
571-272-8935 

1782 (Acting)
Mark Ruthkosky
571-272-1291

1783
Veronica Ewald
571-272-8519

1784
Humera Sheikh
571-272-0604

1785
Mark Ruthkosky
571-272-1291

1786
Jennifer Chriss
571-272-7783

1787
Callie Shosho
571-272-1123 

1788
Alicia Chevalier
571-272-1490

1789
Marla McConnell

571-270-7692
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Division 1780
Arts examined in Division 1780:
• Stock Material or Miscellaneous Articles
• Fabric (Woven, Knitted, or Nonwoven Textile 

or Cloth, Etc.)
• Record Receiver Having Plural Interactive 

Leaves or A Colorless Color Former, Method 
of Use, or Developer Therefor

51
3/20/2018



Division 1780
4. A golf ball having a 
toughened TPU surface 
prepared by the method of 
claim 1. 

5. A golf ball according to 
claim 4, wherein the isocyanate 
comprises a member selected 
from the group consisting of 
polymeric diphenylmethane
diisocyanates, HDI 
homopolymers, and 
combinations thereof.
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Division 1780
US 7,560,399 US 8,877,316 US 7,189,459 

Cloth-like personal care articlesMulti-layer composite fabric garment Turbine blade for extreme 
temperature conditions
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Division 1780
Number of 
Examiners Number of 

Supervisors

8

Number of 
Supervisors 

Aerospace composites, 
roofing materials, recording 

media, Christmas trees, 
functional garments

Examples of Technologies 
Examined

Number of 
Supervisors

884

Total Actions per Biweek
Completed as a Division

Average of 11.7 years 
experience

67% Primary Examiners

Level of Experience
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Division 1790

1791
Larry Tarazano 
571-272-1515

1792
Erik Kashnikow
571-270-3475

1793
Emily Le

571-272-0903

1797
Lyle Alexander
571-272-1254

1798
Jill Warden

571-272-1267

1799
Mike Marcheschi

571-272-1374 
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Division 1790
Arts examined in Division 1790:
• Processes involving a chemical reaction for determining 
qualitatively or quantitatively the presence of a chemical element, 
compound or complex and process for analysis.
• Analytical apparatus for performing an analysis which involves 
either a chemical reaction or a physical reaction and for making tests 
and measurements.
• Maintaining a protective environment or counteracting 
destructive environment by disinfection, deodorizing, preserving, or 
sterilizing.
• Apparatus which include (1) using a microorganism or enzyme, 
(2) fixing or stabilizing nonliving microorganisms, cells, or tissues; (3) 
organ or tissue maintenance and (4) fermentation.
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Division 1790
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Division 1790
US 1,773,079 US 5,325,765  US 9,637,713 

Beverage Filter CartridgeMethod of Preparing Food Products Method for Rapid Maturation of 
Distilled Spirits Using Light and Heat 

Processes
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Division 1790
US 8,348,843 US 6,132,681 US 8,425,837 

Disposable Dosimeter for Sun 
Radiation

Method of Inputting Data into an 
Analyte Testing Device

Device and Method for Gas Sterilization
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Division 1790
Number of 
Examiners Number of 

Supervisors

6

Number of 
Supervisors 

Alcoholic Ice Cream
CPAP Sterilizer
Glucose Meter

ImpossibleTM Burger
Gene Gun

Examples of Technologies 
Examined

Number of 
Supervisors

619

Total Actions per Biweek
Completed as a Division

Average of 12.1 years 
experience

65% Primary Examiners

Level of Experience
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Quality Assurance Specialists

Rick Crispino                                
571-272-1226

Tom Dunn 
571-272-1171

Bill Krynski
571-272-1024

Chris Fiorilla
571-272-1187

Christine Tierney
571-272-1055

Kat Wyrozebski
571-272-1127

SPE, Work Assignment
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Special Programs

TC1700 Points of 
Contact

62
3/20/2018



QPIDS
The Quick Path Information Disclosure Statement 
(QPIDS) pilot program is part of the USPTO's on-going 
efforts towards compact prosecution and pendency 
reduction. 

Christine Tierney
571-272-1055
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https://www.uspto.gov/patent/initiatives/quick-path-information-disclosure-statement-qpids


Subject Matter Eligibility
The USPTO issues guidance explaining how our patent 
examiners should evaluate claims for subject matter 
eligibility under 35 U.S.C. 101. 

Larry Tarazano
571-272-1515

Jill Warden
571-272-1267

Christine Tierney
571-272-1055

64
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https://www.uspto.gov/patent/laws-and-regulations/examination-policy/subject-matter-eligibility


Third-Party Preissuance Submissions 
35 U.S.C. 122(e) provides a mechanism for third parties 
to submit prior art of potential relevance to the 
examination of a patent application with a concise 
description of the asserted relevance of each document 
submitted.  

Bill Krynski
571-272-1024
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https://www.uspto.gov/patent/initiatives/third-party-preissuance-submissionshttps:/www.uspto.gov/patent/initiatives/third-party-preissuance-submissions


AFCP 2.0
The After Final Consideration Pilot 2.0 (AFCP 2.0) is part 
of the USPTO's on-going efforts towards compact 
prosecution and increased collaboration between 
examiners and stakeholders. 

Mike Marcheschi
571-272-1374 
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https://www.uspto.gov/patent/initiatives/after-final-consideration-pilot-20


Interview Practice Specialist
Interview Specialists assist both applicants and 
examiners, by assisting with technical issues which may 
arise and ensuring that the interview goes smoothly.

Nadine Norton
571-272-1465

Randy Gulakowski
571-272-1302

Miriam Stagg
571-270-5256
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https://www.uspto.gov/patent/laws-and-regulations/interview-practice#step2


Petitions
Most petitions are administered by the Office of 
Petitions.  The Patents Petitions Timeline assists with 
filing logistics.  The Quality Assurance Specialist handle 
those petitions filed with TC1700.

Bill Krynski
571-272-1024

Tom Dunn 
571-272-1171
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https://www.uspto.gov/patents-application-process/petitions/timeline/patents-petitions-timeline#step2


Ombudsman
The Patents Ombudsman provides assistance 
to applicants and attorneys throughout the 
application process including initial filing, 
patent examination, and post examination.

Bill Krynski
571-272-1024

Christine Tierney
571-272-1055
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https://www.uspto.gov/patent/ombudsman-program


PETTP
The Patent Examiner Technical Training 
Program seeks voluntary assistance from 
experts from industry and academia to 
participate as guest lecturers to provide 
technical training and expertise to patent 
examiners. 

Prem Singh 

571-272-6381

Jeff Barton
571-272-1307
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https://www.uspto.gov/patent/initiatives/patent-examiner-technical-training-program-pettp-0


PETTP
The Patent Examiner Technical Training Program
seeks voluntary assistance from experts from 
industry and academia to participate as guest 
lecturers to provide technical training and 
expertise to patent examiners.

PETTP is aimed at encouraging innovation, 
strengthening quality, and improving 
accessibility of the patent system.
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https://www.uspto.gov/patent/initiatives/patent-examiner-technical-training-program-pettp-0


PETTP
• PETTP is an opportunity to provide patent 

examiners with relevant training from scientists 
and experts working directly in the technology.

• Strengthens our patent system and fosters 
collaboration.

• The program helps Patent Examiners keep up 
with advancements in fast-changing 
technological fields.
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PETTP
Lecturers
• Scientists, Engineers, Professors, and Industrial 

Designers voluntarily participate as guest lecturers to 
provide training that reflects the state of the art.

Locations
• In-person at our Alexandria headquarters or regional 

offices in Detroit, Dallas, Denver, or Silicon Valley.
• Webcast from the speaker’s location.
• Lectures are made available via webcast to 

teleworking examiners.
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TC 1700 Technology Fair
May 1-2, 2018
• Presentations will cover technologies 

examined throughout TC 1700.
• Opportunity to share your expertise with 

patent examiners at USPTO, CIPO, and IMPI.
• If you are interested in giving a presentation, 

please contact Jeffrey Barton or Prem Singh.
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PETTP

For more information about participating in 
the TC 1700 Technology Fair or other PETTP 
events please contact us directly or email our 
office at: 

Examiner_Technical_Training@uspto.gov
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Site Experience Education 
(SEE) Coordinator

The SEE Program is designed to provide 
patent examiners with an opportunity 
to visit organizations and learn about 
state of the art technology 
developments

Dah-Wei Yuan
571-272-1295 
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https://www.uspto.gov/patent/initiatives/site-experience-education-see-program


Site Experience Education (SEE)
• USPTO funds travel costs for patent 

examiners to commercial, industrial, 
and academic institutions within the 
continental U.S.

• SEE program seeks to put experts such 
as innovators, scientists, and engineers 
together with examiners right where 
innovation is happening.
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Breakout Session
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Q&A

Gladys Corcoran                                 Bonnie Eyler                                Alexa Neckel
571-272-1300                                   571-272-1200                              571-272-2450
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Email ideas for future partnership meetings to:
TC1700Events@uspto.gov

mailto:TC1700Events@uspto.gov


Thank you for attending today. 

This presentation will be posted at:

https://www.uspto.gov/about-us/events/tc-1700-partnership-meeting

TC1700 Customer Partnership
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https://www.uspto.gov/about-us/events/tc-1700-partnership-meeting
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