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Even though I've been living in Moscow for almost 9 years now, I must admit that every time I need to read Russian handwriting (that is Russian cursive) I broke into a sweat.Oddly enough, when it comes to writing Russian cursive, I feel very confident and have no problems at all.So where do these difficulties in reading Cyrillic cursive come from?
Why is Russian cursive so scary and what should you do to improve your Russian handwriting skills?Let’s figure this out!Examples of Russian cursive writingKypcus (cursive in Russian) is the alphabet Russians commonly use to write by hand and it has many “faces”. It looks like this:... or like this ...... and even like this! I could keep going, but I'm
sure you got the message.The origins of Russian handwritingl have my very own theory about the origin of Russian handwriting and its transformation into the monstrosity we have witnessed in the picture above.In the '70s, in the schools of the Soviet Union, the children were taught urctonucauue (clean writing) and teachers used to evaluate and
correct the children’s nmouepk (calligraphy) on a daily basis.The letters of the Russian cursive alphabet had to be clear, clean and uniform, perfectly connected to one another and with the same sloping degree.Ah.... the good old days.Contemporary teaching methods are very different from the Soviet ones (as far as I know, Soviet teacher were just as
strict as you can imagine).Today, the lack of attention to Russian handwriting caused the beautifully sloping letters of Russian cursive to change into the hot mess you saw in the images above.Photo credit: TASSWhen do you need to know Russian cursive?If you are interested in Russia only as a destination for your vacation, I have good news for
you!ln fact, the Cyrillic cursive alphabet is mainly used for handwriting and it is really unlikely that you’ll need to know and understand it during a vacation. Most menus, street and shop signs and directions are block letters and thus MUCH easier to read.But if you are studying Russian or want to start a new life in Russia, I'm afraid you’ll have to
master Russian handwriting.Cyrillic cursive tableFor you, I created this table of the Cyrillic cursive alphabet featuring both lowercase and uppercase letters, and also the transliteration (just in case)! When I was a student, I remember being afraid of Russian handwriting. Now I realize that there are three main “anomalies” you have to focus on:The
lowercase “I"”, which for some reason “turns” with respect to the capital letter and the block letters ones.The lowercase “II”, which changes completely and turns into what we know being a “g”.The letter “T”, both capital and lowercase, which becomes our “m”.I highly recommend you to get used to Russian cursive as soon as you can, because once
you’'ve mastered it, you’ll notice how fast and handy it is.Does this solve the problem?No, it doesn’t.And get over it. After all, books and newspapers use block letters and so do smartphones and computers.You may need to read a 3asiBnenue every now and then (declaration, a word that is often used in Russian for any request or handwritten document)
and, at most, a few greeting cards. That’s is.By the way, as I wrote before tech devices use block letters by default. Obviously, you can change the font into italic in Word and PowerPoint by simply selecting the “c” option as for Latin letters, but the result is not that of a Russian handwritten text.If for some reason you want to achieve the “handwritten”
effect on graphics software such as Illustrator and Photoshop, you will need to use a Russian cursive handwritten font.They are quite easy to find online: just google or even better “yandex” (the Russian Google) “pykonucusi mipudt”’ (handwritten font). If you don’t feel like it, click here to find some Cyrillic handwritten fonts.Choose the one you like
best and click on ckauaTs (download)!Have a look at these posts!Did you like this post about Russian cursive? Do you have any questions?Leave me a comment!I hope I have helped you! Help me back! Rate this post and share it with your friends! Do you want to read and write the Russian cursive alphabet? Then I've got good and bad news for you:
The bad news is that it’s a lot more difficult to read than the regular Cyrillic alphabet. For example: can you decipher this note? Source: Russianstepbystep Any success? If yes, then you can now stop reading this article. If not, continue reading. You’ll learn everything you need to know about the Russian cursive writing. And what about the good news?
You'l find the goods news at the end of this article. Take a look at the Russian cursive alphabet Here’s an overview of all the letters in the Russian alphabet - both capital and lowercase. CyrillicEnglish pronunciationTransliterationExampleA afather amama, kaptab Gbetb6ankB Bvanveoksasn, BoTl' rgograpax, rotos]l ndaddmom, KonE eyesye, je, eecTs,
roekE ébeyondyo, jo, éénka, BcéXK xpleasurezh, ZmoxHO, MyXk3 3zerozamecs, 3aHaTH upolicein, unul ityety, i, jdonbmoiK xkingkkak, koponsJI nlampliammna, manekoM mmilkmMocksa, TaMmH Hnicennet, HOO oport (stressed)again (unstressed)oosn, onall npleasepnpesunesTP prolled ‘r’'rPoccus, pa6oTtaC csitscnacu6oT TteamtaTo, TakyY ybooturmo-

pyccky, y® dpfunfkopeX xScottish ‘loch’kh, hxne6, xopomol] ubitstsiiupk4 uchairch, ¢uexlIll mshipsheami, Hamlll mpushchairshch, sch, s¢6opii, eméb vhard sign”cwenbl riresembles i in bitysrl, Teib bsoft sign‘gyMmats, 60mbinoid agete, €aTolO 1oyouyu, jusHalo, roBopiofl syardya, jamosi, Bpemst Overview of all cursive Russian letters Below you’ll find an
overview of all the Russian cursive letters. use them as a reference during the Russian cursive challenge (more about that later) ---------------- Need more structure in your daily Russian practice? Let me help you make daily progress in my 7-day Russian coaching program---------------- Easy cursive letters (aBe é X KH o0 Cc ¢ y X b B 3 1 10)Medium cursive
letters (mr m 4 11 p m u # 3)Difficult cursive letters (r m 1 o T 6 ) Easy means that they're basically the same in typed letters as in cursive. Medium means that there’s a slight difference. And difficult means that they look different than in regular form. Here’s a complete overview of all the Russian cursive letters: As you read a couple paragraphs ago,
Russian cursive looks virtually impossible to read for the untrained eye. I started learning Russian in the beginning of 2016, and now regulary get mistaken for a native speaker when I'm speaking Russian. BUT. I still struggle reading Russian cursive handwriting. Though to be honest, I've never put effort into it. I'm starting to get to the level where I
can read Russian at about 0,75 times the speed of how I read English/Dutch. But it slows down to about 0,4 when it comes to or italicized letters. You often find those in books. Even worse, when it comes to a real handwritten note, reading speed even slows down more. So why is Russian cursive handwriting much more difficult to read than the
regular part? Some letters look completely different from their regular counterpart In English, handwritten letters are very similar to their block counterparts. In Russian, things are completely different. Take the letter ‘T’ for example.... in cursive it’s ‘T’. Once you encounter this for the first time, you're going to stare at it and think why on earth they
did this? The letter T in cursive looks exactly like the block letter m..... This will take a while to get used to. And there are a couple more letters that undergo radical shifts. You'll also have a lot of fun with your B’s and u’s. Some letters look like ambiguous ‘i’'s combined It’s not just that some letters completely change shape. It’s also that many of them
turn into i’'s combined after each other. The following letters all become a succession of upright strokes in cursive: u, 1, M, m1, m, 1. What happens when you combine several of the previous upright i letters? Can you see the difference between nir and mu? In italics you cant see the difference... but in handwriting there’s no difference. It looks exactly
the same. It’s identical. The words M1y, “I avenge” and nuiy (dative case of muito “face”) are also completely similar in handwritten Russian. Russian cursive challenge If you want to learn to write Russian cursive, you can take 3 routes: Not pay attention at all. Maybe you’ll learn it while learning other parts of Russian. Maybe you won’t. This is what I
did.Pay a little bit of attention. You’'re probably in this group if you’re reading this article. You know a little bit, but it will take a long time before you can comfortable write it.Go all out. Serious about learning to write Russian cursive? Then take a month and completely focus all your Russian practice on learning cursive. The first 2 don’t take effort.
The third variant needs about half an hour every day for 30 days. See it as a Russian cursive challenge! At the end you’ll comfortable be able to write in Russian. The program consists of copying handwriting to internalize the script. And a lot of reading to get your brain to recognize the letters better. Prerequisites: Before you can start the challenge,
you need to be able to do the following. Otherwise the challenge won’t make any sense: you know the Russian alphabetyou can already write words in the Russian regular block alphabetyou’re at least at level A2 in Russian. Meaning you can form simple sentences and introduce yourself in conversations. Here’s a short A2 text. If you understand this,
you can start the challenge: text with a2 level. Week 1 The first week is all about learning and recognizing the letters. You'll gain a good overview of the alphabet in cursive and will be able to write your first words Daily tasks: copy the entire alphabet in cursive by hand 2 times (10 minutes)watch this video When can you graduate the next week? Take
the regular Russian block alphabet, and write the Russian cursive variant next to it from memory. Do this at the end of the week, and compare your cursive with the correct. If you've got all the letters approximately correct, you can continue. Small mistakes in how you write the letter are okay. As long as you don’t completely mess them up.
Something like this below is fine! Week 2 Week 2 is all about drilling things deeper. you’ll make sure you remember the alphabet correctly. Daily tasks: write down the alphabet from memory 2 times. Compare with a source after each repetition. (10 minutes)Read the following Russian cursive text (20 minutes) Source: When can you graduate to the
next week? If, at the end you wrote all the letters the way they should be, you can continue to the next week. Week 3 In the third week you’ll learn how to form you first words and interconnect all the letters. There are no formal rules how to connect the letters, so you’ll develop your own style. Also, by now you’ve seen in the last 2 weeks how usually
the letters are connected. Take the texts you read in the previous 2 weeks and go handcopy them. Daily task: Handcopy the texts from the previous 2 weeks. Interchange between them to make it more interesting. (30 minutes) When can you graduate? If you feel you can now comfortable write Russian cursive, you can continue to the next week. Week
4 In this week you will start to write Russian cursiveyourself. The main goal is to internalize the letters and words even more. Daily task: write 10 sentences about yourself. Introduce who you are, what your hobbies are and why you’re learning Russian. Repeat this throughout the week to get a good grasp on writing and forming sentences in Russian
handwriting. When have you graduated? Post what you’'ve written on the Russian Reddit and ask people if they can read it! If then can, you've successfully passed the 30 day Russian cursive challenge! History of Russian cursive It may look like Russian cursive is thousands of years old. In fact, it has only been developed since the 18th century. That is:
the form Russians use nowadays. Before that, there was a version of the Cyrillic script called tachigraphic writing (ck6pomnucs). This in turn was based on the earlier cyrillic bookhand scripts. Thos were called ustav and poluustav. It was developed as a counterpart to the printed letters in books. If you've already been learning some Russian, you know
that the italic version of the Russian letters are based on Russian cursive. Cursive is taught in Russian schools. Why? Because you can write it much faster than if you were to write the printed letter. So it’s mainly used for personal letters and school work. And, if you ask any Russian, of course for doctors notes! Basically, almost no Russian writes
NOT in cursive when writing by hand. Russian schools teach their students to write cursive in the first grade. Food for thought: do you NEED to know Russian cursive? Take a quick look at the Russian subreddit (community of 60.000 + Russian learners). You quickly see that many people have it as personal challenge to learn Russian well. Many
Russian redditors also want to learn how to write Russian cursive handwriting. I'm going to give a slightly unpopular opinion here. You don’t need to learn Russian cursive. Yes, it’s nice to know Russian cursive writing. Yes, it’s cool to show your friends. Yes, Russians appreciate your effort into learning it. But no. Your Russian language speakings
skills are not going to improve by learning Russian cursive writing. One problem I see often is that people focus on the wrong things when learning Russian. What do I mean? You care most about speaking Russian. Right? No matter how good your Russian cursive writing is. If you haven’t put in the time to practice speaking... you're going to be lousy
at having conversations. In my 6 years of learning Russian, basically all I did was focus on speaking. Sure, I watched a lot of movies, and listened to music. BUT. Those are worth nothing if you’'re not speaking. Do you recognize yourself in this? If not, then you need to start some speaking practices quickly. After you’ve got that started you can then
start focusing on the Russian handwriting. Russian Cursive FAQ Below you can find answers to some common questions regarding Russian cursive: Is Russian cursive real? Yes, Russian cursive is real. Even though it may seem impossible for you to read it, Russian people still use it. Luckily you don’t need to know it as a foreigner as most
communication is done by typing these days. How do you write cursive in Russian? First you need to know the regular Cyrillic alphabet. Only then can you start to learn Russian cursive writing. Make sure to take your time and practice each letter on its own in both capital and small letters. Why does Russian cursive look like that? It looks weird
because it has evolved throughout the years to be fast to write and easy to understand for native speakers. But that can make it difficult for non-native speakers to read Russian cursive. Can Russians read their own cursive? Yes, Russians can read their own cursive. But it depends on who write it. Just like in English, if someone has a horrible
handwriting, not everyone else is able to correctly decipher what’s written.
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