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Introduction

Introduction

The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge O Level English
Language (1123), and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance relate to the subject’s
curriculum and assessment objectives.

In this booklet a range of candidate responses has been chosen to exemplify grades A, C and E. Each
response is accompanied by a brief commentary explaining the strengths and weaknesses of the answers.

In this booklet a grade is given to each question but in the examination each question paper (whole
candidate script) is graded on the overall mark awarded, not on each question or part question. It is therefore
possible that, on some individual questions, lower grade candidate scripts are awarded the same, similar or
sometimes higher marks than higher grade candidate scripts.

For ease of reference the following format for each paper has been adopted:

< Question

C Mark scheme )
Example candldate
response
CExamlner comment}

Each question is followed by an extract of the mark scheme used by examiners. This, in turn, is followed by
examples of marked candidate responses, each with an examiner comment on performance. Comments are
given to indicate where and why marks were awarded, and how additional marks could have been obtained.
In this way it is possible to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they still
have to do to improve their grades.

Past papers, Examiner Reports and other teacher support materials are available on Teacher Support at
http://teachers.cie.org.uk
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Assessment at a glance

Assessment at a glance

All candidates take two papers.

Paper 1: Writing

1 hour 30 minutes

Paper 2: Reading 1 hour 45 minutes

Marks 60 weighted to 50 50
Weighting 50% 50%
Candidate On the question paper On the question paper
response
Focus Task Language Task Language
Section title Directed Writing Creative Writing Reading for Ideas Reading for
Meaning
Mark allocation | 30 marks 30 marks 25 marks 25 marks
(15 marks for (combined (15 marks for (content only)
task fulfilment language and content points of
and 15 marks for content) notes, b marks
language) for language of
summary; 5 marks
for main ideas
questions)
Weighting for 20% 25% 5% -
writing skills:
50%
Weighting for 5% - 20% 25%
reading skills:
50%
Assessment W1, W2, W3, W4 W1, W2, W3, W4 R3, R4 R1, R2
objectives

Teachers are reminded that a full syllabus is available on www.cie.org.uk
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Paper 1 —Writing

Paper 1 - Writing

Section 1: Directed Writing

Section 1: Directed Writing

You are advised to write between 200 and 300 words. Total marks for this part: 30.

Task
You return to your house one day to find it has been broken into and many of your possessions have
been stolen. You decide to write a letter to the police to report the robbery.
Write your letter. You must include the following:
« at what time and for how long you were away from the house when the robbery took place
* detailed information about the most valuable iterns taken
= any clues you have noticed and how vou think the police might be able to catch the thieves.

Cover all three points above in detail. You should make your letter informative and helptul for the police.
Start your letter ‘Dear Sirs...” and remember to provide a suitable ending.
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Paper 1 —Writing

Mark scheme

MARKING of LANGUAGE Section 1 and Section 2
General Assessment Objectives for WRITING
W1 Communicate appropriately, with a clear awaraness of purposa, audiance and ragister.

W2  Communicate clearly and develop ideas coherently, at word level, at sentence level and at
whiole text level.

W3 Use accurate spelling, punciuation and grammar.

W4 Communicate creatively, using a varied range of vocabulary, sentence struciures and
linguistic davices.

The above objectives are assessed by impression, using as guldes tha Band descriptions in this
mark scheme, the photostats and the exemplar marked scripts attached to this mark scheme,
showing performance across the expected range of achievement.

Specific Assessment Objectives for Section 1: Directed Writing

Ta lest the candidate’s ability to:

1. wrte a letter which communicates information cleary, accurately and economically;

2. cammy out the instructions as detailed on the question paper regarding the paricular information
required.

Detailed Marking Instructions for Section 1: Directed Writing

The 30 marks are allocated as follows:

Task Fulfilment 15 marks
Language 15 marks

Please indicate the TF mark first at the end of the eszay, e.g. 10 + 12 =22

N.B. Aszessing lask fulfiiment means more than including the bullet’confent points.
N.B. Candidales wha address only two poinls must be in Band 2 or below for TF,
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Paper 1 —Writing

SECTION 1 TASK FULFILMENT MARK

Band 1 (15-13 marks)

Good understanding of purpose.

Clear awareness of situation and audience.

Farmat entiraly appropriate.

All required points developed in detail, fully amplified and well organised.
Given information wall used to justify parsonal opinion and interpretation.
Tone and register entirely appropriate.

Band 2 (12-10 marks)

An understanding of purposa,

An awareness of situation and audience.

Formnat appropriate.

All required points addressed bul nol always developed in detail.
Given information organised to support personal opinion.

Tone and ragister appropriale.

Band 3 [9-T marks)

Some understanding of purpose,

Some awareness of sitluation and audiencea.

Formnat generally appropriate.

Al least two required points addressed (and partially/fully developed),
Given information may not be logically used (o support opinion.

Tona usually appropriate, although there may be slips of ragister.

Band 4 (6—4 marks)

Only partial understanding of purpose.
Some confusion as to situation and audience.
Formnat may be inappropriate.

Al least one of the required points addressed (and partiallyifully developed).

Givean information may be usad irralevantly.
Tone may be uneven.

Band 5 (3—1 marks)

Misunderstanding of purpose.

Confusion as o situation and audience,

Little evidence of a specific format.

Mone of the required poinis addressed.

Given information misunderstood or irrelevant.
Tone may be inappropriate.

A mark of 0
should be given only when:

tha rasponsa s totally incomprahansible or

the candidate has merely copied out the question or parts of it at random or

the question is not attempted at all.
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Paper 1 —Writing

SECTION 1 LANGUAGE MARK

Band 1 (15-14 marks)

Highly accurate, apart from very occasional slips.

Senlance strucluras varied for particular effects,

Verb forms largely comect and appropriate tenses consistently used.
Vocabulary wide and precise.

Punctuation accurate and helpful,

Spelling accurate, apart from very occasional slips.

Paragraphs have unily, are linked, and show evidencea of planning.

Band 2 {13-12 marks)

» Accurate; occasional errors are either slips or causad by ambition.

« Senlence structures show some variation 1o create somea natural fluency

¢ Dccasional slips in verb formz or tense formation, buf sequence consistent and clear
throughout.

Vocabulary precise enough to convey intended shades of meaning.

Punctuation accurate and ganarally helpful.

Spelling nearly always accurate.

Paragraphs have unity, are usually linked and show some evidence of planning.

Eand 3 (11-10 marks)
Mostly accurate; arrors from ambition do not mar clarity of communication.

« Soma varety of sanlence siructuras, bul tendancy lo repeal sentance lypes may produce
monotonous effect.

= Errors may ocour in irmegular verb forms, bul control of tense sequence sufficient to sustain
clear prograssion of events or ideas.

« Simple vocabulary mainly correct; erors may occur with more ambitious words.

¢ Punctuation generally accurate and sentence separation comectly marked, but emors may
ocour &.q. with direct speech.

¢ Spelling of simple vocabulary accurate; some errors in moere ambitious words.
Paragraphs may show some unity, although links may be absent or inappropriate.

Band 4 {9-8 marks)

« Sufficiently accurata to communicate meaning, with patchas of clear, accurate language.

= Some variety of sentence length and structure, not always for particular purpose.

¢ Errors in verb forms and tense consistency may cause uncerainty in sequence of evenis or
disturb ease of communication.

Vocabulary usually adeqguate o convey intended meaning; idiom may be uncertain.
Punctuation used bul nol always helplul; occasional sentence separation errors,

Spelling of simple vocabulary accurate; errors in more difficult words.

Paragraphs usad but may lack unity or coherenca.

Band 5 {7-6 marks)

« DOwerall meaning never in doubt, but ermors sufficiently frequent and serous to hamper precision
and distract reader from content.

Zome simple structures accurate but unlikely to sustain accuracy for long.

Errors in verb forms and tenses will sometimes confuse sequence of events.

Vocabulary limited, either too simple or imperfecily understood; some idiomatic errors likefy.
Simpla punctuation usually accurata, but thera may ba frequant sentence saparation arrors.
Spelling of simple vocabulary accurate; frequant errors in more difficult words,

Paragraphs used haphazardly.
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Paper 1 —Writing

Band & [5—4 marks)

« Many serous emors of varous kinds of 'single-word’ type (i.e. they could ba corectad without

re=writing the sentence); communication established, although weight of error may cause some
‘blurring'.

sentences probably simple and repetitive in structure.

Frequant arrors in verb forms and haphazard changes of tansa confusa meaning.

Vocabulary conveys meaning but likely to be simple and imprecise; significant idiomatic ermors
Spelling may be inconsistent.

Functuation and paragraphing may be haphazard or non-axistant,

- & = & =

Band 7 (3-2 marks)

« Sense usually decipherable but some eror will be ‘multiple’ {i.e. requiring the reader to re-read
and recrganise); meaning may be parily hidden by density of linguistic errar.

s  Uniikely to ba more than a few accurale santances, however simple, in the whole essay.

Band 8 (1-0 mark)

« Scripts almost entirely or entirely impossible 1o recognise as pieces of English writing; whola
sections make no sense at all.

« \Where occasional patches of relative clarity are avident, 1 mark should be given.

« The mark of O is reserved for scripts that make no sense at all from beginning to end.
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Example candidate response — grade A
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Task Fulfilment mark = 15 out of 15

Language

mark = 14 out of 15

Total mark awarded = 29 out of 30
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Examiner comment — grade A

This is a very good response because it is admirably business-like in its approach and does not make the
mistake of lapsing into narrative.

The task fulfilment is very strong. There is a clear sense of the purpose, audience and situation given in
the address and the opening paragraph. The purpose is re-emphasised in the opening of the final paragraph
which brings a sense of unity to the text. The format is good, without being perfect — “Cordially” is just
formal enough to confirm the seriousness of the letter, whereas ‘Yours faithfully’ would have been better.
There is an effort made to provide an opinion with justification in the penultimate paragraph. The tone and
register are excellent as the letter is crisp, matter-of-fact and polite; it has a number of appropriate phrases
such as “"On the day in question”. Most importantly, the detail in response to the bullet points in the
question, especially in the second paragraph, is convincing and helpful to the police. There is a real attempt
to suggest how the police might catch the thieves, something that many candidates left out or simply
allowed to be a hope. There is also a sensible use of elaboration in providing a contact number.

The language of the letter is very good indeed because it is not over elaborate; a letter like this needs to be
direct. The accuracy is excellent and the sentence structure is complex in places, without being fussy. The
verb forms and tenses are absolutely secure while the vocabulary is mature (“perpetrators”; “inventory”)
and the spelling is accurate. Paragraphing and punctuation (even a semi-colon) are also of a high standard,
although some lapses with commas and the repetition of “I” as a paragraph opening prevent this from being

full marks.
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Paper 1 —Writing

Example candidate response — grade C
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Paper 1 —Writing
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Task Fulfilment mark = 12 out of 15
Language mark = 11 out of 15

Total mark awarded = 23 out of 30
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Paper 1 —Writing

Examiner comment — grade C

This is a very satisfactory response (just above middle of the range) because it is mostly accurate but it is
a 'safe’ response; it relies on basic correctness rather than any great sophistication and this is often the
hallmark of a high Band 3 script or low Band 2 script.

The task fulfilment is perfectly adequate and lifts the overall achievement. A sense of the purpose,
audience and situation emerges, although the expression “express my situation” is a little vague. The
purpose is re-emphasised in the opening of the final paragraph, although again it could be more forceful.
The format is good; it is a formal letter with the correct valediction. There is a hint that the format is of a
report (the sub-heading and the paragraph headings) but this is acceptable in this case. Unfortunately, it
lapses into narrative on occasions as in the detail about rushing into the house to make an inventory and
this detracts from the crispness of the letter. There is an effort made to provide an opinion with justification
in the penultimate paragraph in the detail about the “digital prints”. The tone and register are very good as
the letter is polite, especially with the thanks at the end, and it has one or two appropriate phrases such as
“some blood residue”. The detail in response to the bullet points in the question is convincing but needs to
be more helpful to the police. For example, “last night” is too vague when it would have been easy enough
to suggest a time, although this is put right a few lines later. The greatest weakness is in the lack of helpful
detail about the stolen items; it is merely a list and “a hefty value” is particularly vague. The final bullet point
is addressed well.

The language of the letter is ‘clean’ but straightforward. It has good accuracy and clarity in explaining the
situation and there are some good phrases such as “To my dismay” but there are few vocabulary ticks for
real merit. The sentence structure has some complexity. The verb forms and tenses are secure although
there is a lapse with “I will” in the final paragraph. Spelling is mainly correct but more difficult vocabulary
("profesional” and “occurred”) proves to be a problem. Paragraphing is good and, crucially in this band,
punctuation is sensible, with secure sentence endings. The script is an example of an upper Band 3
(bordering on a grade B) rather than lower Band 3.
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Example candidate response — grade E

1
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Task Fulfilment mark = 7 out of 15
Language mark = 6 out of 15

Total mark awarded = 13 out of 30
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Examiner comment — grade E

This is a weak response because the content is vague and undeveloped and, although the overall meaning is
never in doubt, it has frequent and serious errors which hamper precision.

The task fulfilment is adequate in some respects and poor in others. There is an obvious understanding

of the purpose, audience and situation given in the opening line and at the end of the letter. However,

the format is confused. The letter starts with the given opening “Dear sirs,” but it lacks the capital ‘S’ to
suggest formality. Furthermore, there is no valediction, even though the text ends with the word “letter”.
Even more of a problem is the way the letter becomes largely a narrative — “| felt so panic...cried loudly...call
my parents...”. This is made worse by the inclusion of direct speech which is inappropriate in such a letter.
There is, though, an effort made to provide an opinion with justification in the detail of the clothes. Also, the
tone and register improve with the courteous ending. However, the detail in response to the bullet points in
the question is weak as there is no detail about the stolen items and in fact the candidate relies on repeating
the words of the question (“make my letter informative and helpful for the police”). Also, the suggestion as
to how to catch the thieves (based merely on the fact that it could be a boy and a girl) is unhelpful.

The language of the letter is flawed. The accuracy is only occasional; there are no ‘patches’ of clear writing.
The sentence structure is mainly simple and yet suffers sometimes from a lack of sentence endings. The
verb forms and tenses are particularly confused while the vocabulary is simple and yet still subject to error,
especially in the use of prepositions. The spelling is actually good at this level. Paragraphing, however, is
non-existent and punctuation is weak with the use of a lower case “I".
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Paper 1 —Writing

Section 2: Creative Writing

In this section there are five topics to choose from, each of which comes under one of three essay types:
narrative (3 and b), discursive (2) and descriptive (1) 4 can be interpreted in any way candidates choose.
Example candidate responses at grades A, C and E have been included for each of these essay types.

Section 2: Creative Writing
Begin your answer on a fresh page.
Write on one of the following topics.
At the head of your essay put the number of the topic you have chosen.

You are advised to write between 350 and 500 words. Total marks for this part: 30.

1 Describe the celebrity you most admire and the celebrty you least admire, (Remember that you
are describing the pecple and not just why you admire or do not admire them.)

2 "Woung pecple today have no interest in politics.” Do you agree?
3  Write a story which includes the sentence: "Mo-one could understand why she failed to tum up.
4  Dreams.

5 Write a story in which fear of flying is an important part. {(Remember that you should include full
details of the fear to show how it is an important part of your story.)

Cambridge O Level English Language 1123 17



Paper 1 —Writing

Mark scheme

Detailed Marking instructions for Section 2: Creative Writing

30 marks are allocated. The ‘best ' principle is applied, as in the following table. N.B. Primary
amphasis is on quality of Language; commants on Contant usad to adjust mark within Band.

SECTION 2 MARK

Band 1 (30-27 marks)

Highly accurate, apart from very occasional slips.

Sentence structure varied for particular effects.

Varb forms largely corract and appropriate tenses consistently used.
Vocabulary wide and precise,

Punctuation accurate and halpful.

Spelling accurate apart from very occasional slips.

Paragraphs have unity, are linked, and show evidence of planning.

@ ®§ ® @ @ ® &

Consistently relevant Interest aroused and sustained.

Tone and register entirely appropriate.

Discursive essays are well developed, logical, even complex, in argument,

Deascriptive essays have wall-developad images haelping to create complex atmospheras.
Marratives are complex, sophisticated, possibly tense, and may coniain devices such as
flashbacks

L T T T

Band 2 [26—-23 marks)

» Accurate: occasional errors are either slips or caused by ambition.

« Sentence structures show some variation to create some natural fluency.

* Occasional slips in verb forms or tensa formation but sequence consistent and clear
throughout.

« Vocabulary wide and precise enough to convey intended shades of meaning.

= Punctuation accurate and generally helpful.

= Spelling nearly always accurate.

« Paragraphs have unity, are usually linked and show some evidence of planning.

= Relavant, Interest aroused and mostly sustainad,

= Tone and ragistar appropriate.

= Discursive essays have dearly-defined, cohesive, logical stages in their argument.

~ Descriplive essays have inleresling images and range of detall, helping to create effective
aimospharas.

» Narratives have effective detail creating character or sefting, and may contain some sense of
climax.

Band 3 (22-19 marks)

« Mostly accurate; errors from ambition do not mar clarity of communication.

« Some variety of sentence structures, but tendency to repeat sentence fypes may
produce monotonous effect.

* Errors may occur in irregular verb forms, but control of tense sequence sufficient to
sustain clear progression of events or ideas.
Simple vocabulary mainly correct; errors may occur with more ambitious words.

s Punctuation generally accurate and sentence separation correctly marked, but errors
may occur e.g. with direct speech.
Spelling of simple vocabulary accurate; some errors in more ambitious words.
Paragraphs may show some unity, although links may be absent or inappropriate.
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Paper 1 —Writing

» Relevant. Some inlarast arousad, although thera may some lack of originality and/or planning.

» Tone usually appropriate, although there may be slips of register.

# Discursive essays make a series of relevant points, with some being developed; linking of
ideas may be insecure.

#* Descriptive essays have satisfactory images, ideas and details which help to create
atmosphera

» Narrativas ara straightforward with proper sequancing of santances

Band 4 [18-15 marks)

« Sufficiently accurate to communicate meaning, with patches of clear, accurate language.
= Some variety of sentence length and structure, not always for particular purpose,

= [Errors in verb forms and fense consistency may cause uncertainty in sequence of
events or disturb ease of communication.

Vocabulary usually adequate to convey intended meaning; idiom may be uncertain.
Punctuation used but not always halpful; occasional sentence separation errors.
Spelling of simple vocabulary accurate; errors in more difficult words.

Paragraphs used but may lack unity or coherance.

- 8 & @

» Aftempt to address toplc but thera may ba digressions or fallures of loglc. May lack liveliness
and interest.

» Tone may be unewven.

» Discursive essays have mainly relevant paints bul may be only parially developed, with some
repetition.

# Descriptive essays have some detail but may rely too much on narrative

» Marratives are largely a seras of evenls with only occaslonal details of character and setting.

Band 5 (14-11)

«  Owerall meaning never in doubt, but errors sufficiently frequent and serious to hamper
« precision and distract reader from content.

Some simple sentence structures accurate but unlikely to sustain accuracy for long.
Errors in verb forms and tenses will sometimes confuse sequence of events.
Vocabulary limited, either too simple or imperfectly understood; some idiomatic errors
likely.

Simple punctuation usually accurate, but there may be frequent sentence separation
errors.

« Spelling of simple vocabulary accurate, frequent errors in more difficult words.

« Paragraphs used haphazardly.

* Some relevance. Some interasl.

» Tone may be inconsistent.

» Discursive essays make a few points bul development I8 simple and not always logical; some
obvious repetition of ideas.

# Descriptive essays are relevant but lack scope or variety.

» MNarratives are simple, everyday or immalture

Band 6 (10-7)

« Many serious errors of various kinds of ‘single-word® type (Le. they could be corrected
without re-writing the sentence); communication established, although weight of error
may cause some "blurring’.

Sentences probably simple and repetitive in structure.
Frequent errors in verb forms and haphazard changes of tense confuse meaning.

« Vocabulary conveys meaning but likely to be simple and imprecise; significant idiomatic
Errors.
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= Spelling may be inconsistent.

= Punctuation and paragraphing may be haphazard or non-existent.

» A litfle relevance. A little interast.

F Some recognition of appropriate tone.

= In Discursive assays only a few points are discernable and the argument progresses only hera
and there.

# In Descriptive essays the overall picture is unclear.

» MNarratives are vary simple and may narrate avents indiscriminataly.

Band 7 (6-3)

« Sense usually decipherable but some error will be ‘multiple’ {i.e. requiring the reader to
re-read and re-organise); meaning may be partly hidden by density of linguistic error.

* Unlikely to be more than a few accurate sentences, however simple, in the whole essay.

» Little relevance or interast

» Tona may ba inappropriate.

# In Discursive essays only a very few points are discernable and the argument barely
progresses,

# In Descriptive essays the overall picture is very unclaar.

# MNarratives are extremely simple and may narrate evenis indiscriminately.

Band 8 (2-0)

« Scripts almost entirely or entirely impossible to recognise as pieces of English writing;
whole sections make no sense at all.

+  Where occasional patches of relative clarity are evident, 2 or 1 markis) should be given.

* The mark of 0 is reserved for scripts that make no sense at all from beginning to and.

= Discursive essays ara raraly ralevant and may well be disorderad, as are Descriplive assays
and Marratives.

Cambridge O Level English Language 1123




Paper 1 —Writing

Narrative essays

Example candidate response — grade A
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Total mark awarded = 27 out of 30

Examiner comment — grade A

The essay is a response to Question 3 and concerns a young woman called Alison not turning up for a prom
party. The essay correctly interprets failed to turn up’ as being absent, whereas many candidates saw it

as meaning ‘failed to do well’, as in an exam or sporting event. The achievement places this essay in Band

1 because it is highly accurate in its language while the content creates great interest. However, it is in the
lower half of Band 1 because it contains lapses in the language and the content is a bit of an anti-climax in
the final sentence.

Overall the language is highly accurate. The sentence structure is complex, containing a variety of sentence
lengths and types and even employing dramatic short sentences for effect — “Alison wasn't there.”. Verb
forms and tenses are very good indeed and the candidate can handle sophisticated forms as in “Cindy
thought she had never seen”. However, the tenses are not perfect, with “Alison didn't come” being a

fault — it is an indication that scripts do not have to be perfect to get into Band 1 but must have real merit

to offset any lapses. Here, there is some excellent, precise observation and detail as in “vivid robin’s egg
blue”. Vocabulary is certainly a very strong point (“opted”, “conspicuous”, “host”, “valedictorian”, “vibrant”,
“strategic”) although there is a sense that the candidate overstretches occasionally with “plethora” and
“heaping” not being quite right. Punctuation is very good with sophistication again demonstrated in the use
of the semi-colon. Paragraphing is also good although some might debate the use of “And” to start one
paragraph. Spelling, especially of such a mature vocabulary, is excellent. This is a complex, sophisticated,
occasionally tense, narrative with a real ‘feel’ for the occasion. Linguistically, it is far better than the
‘accurate’ descriptor of Band 2 and yet is not so accurate as to be at the top of Band 1.
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Total mark awarded = 19 out of 30
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Examiner comment — grade C

The essay is a response to Question 5 which should be about the ‘fear of flying". What the candidate has
produced is an exciting story of satisfactory length in which the narrator runs away during a chase through
a forest. It seems to be about ‘flying’ in the sense of ‘fleeing’ or ‘running away'. It is possible to understand
how such an interpretation could result in the heat of the moment but it is nevertheless a misinterpretation.
Therefore, instead of being seen as totally irrelevant, it is subject to some penalty which lowers it to the
bottom of its language band.

The language is best described as ‘mostly accurate’ with errors which do not mar clarity. On language
grounds alone it represents a comfortable, safe Band 3 achievement before any adjustment is made for the
content — worth possibly 21 marks. The sentence structure is sensible but is almost entirely made up of
very short sentences of the same mood (see particularly paragraph 3). This produces a limited, monotonous
effect. There is a particular lack of variation, such as dialogue, to change the pace. Tenses, apart from

one example (“experience that | have had”) are very secure and consistent, a strength of the essay which
helps to confirm it as a Band 3. There is the very occasional merit in the vocabulary (“loitered”, “remarked”
and also in the use of the similes in paragraph 2) but otherwise the vocabulary is very straightforward and
rather ordinary — the description of the “old, white house” suggests this limitation, as does the expression
"extremely terrified”. The repetition of vocabulary (“temple” in paragraph 4 and “went upstairs and then
went to sleep”) emphasises this limitation. Punctuation is very accurate, apart from the odd omission of

a comma, and in particular the sentence boundaries are very secure, another sign of a safe Band 3. There
are, however, no question marks, exclamations or semi-colons to give the work sophistication or to lift it.
The spelling has very few errors and the paragraphing is logical and good as it marks out the stages of the
narrative. Ultimately, this is a secure use of the language but with limitations. It is too accurate to be in Band
4 but it does not have the range of vocabulary or sentence variation to be in Band 2. Therefore, it is a Band 3
with some reduction for content to leave it at the bottom of Band 3.
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Example candidate response — grade E
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Total mark awarded = 14 out of 30
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Examiner comment — grade E

The essay is a response to Question 5 and concerns the narrator and a fear of flying which disappears after
a successful trip in a plane. The essay is a little short of the stated minimum number of words but not so
short as to incur any penalty. It is relevant and there is some interest in seeing how the trip will turn out but
otherwise it is a rather routine story without a great deal of development.

As far as language is concerned, the overall meaning is never in doubt — there is sufficient accuracy to
know about the candidate’s fear, why the candidate has to take the trip and how the situation is resolved,;
indeed there are occasional ‘clean’ sentences. On the other hand, the errors are sufficiently frequent and
serious to hamper precision and to distract the reader from the content. The sentence variation is limited,
with the candidate relying mainly on simple or compound constructions. There are no real attempts to vary
the sentences for effect and only one exclamation to vary the sentence mood. Verb forms and tenses are
not secure with the candidate appearing to have difficulty distinguishing between the past and present
tenses on times (“have to go” and “I was agreed”) so that the sequence can be very confused as in
“made me more realised that what would happen”. The vocabulary is simple but reasonable, yet there are
some strange choices as with “very importantly” and “go there urgent” and especially in “the serving of
air hostess"” which creates quite the wrong meaning. There is also the intrusive “that” in “l realised that
how could |”. Some repetition of vocabulary (“urgent”) at key times limits the achievement, as do the
several omissions of words and the weakness with prepositions (“On the airport”). As for punctuation,
sentence separation is good overall but there is a careless use of commas and some clear weaknesses in
the of this straightforward vocabulary. Paragraphing is present but possibly it is over-paragraphed.
Ultimately, it is difficult to find the ‘patches’ of clear writing that would lift the essay into band 4, nor does
it have errors in every line to lower it into Band 6, so it remains in Band 5. A concentration on ensuring the
proper sequence of tenses would have helped to raise the achievement.
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Discursive Essays
Example candidate response — grade A
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Total mark awarded = 27 out of 30

30 Cambridge O Level English Language 1123



Paper 1 —Writing

Examiner comment — grade A

This essay is a response to Question 2 and argues strongly that young people have little interest in politics.
The content is mature and sensible. There is a very good sense of balance here as the essay neatly raises
the opposite view in the penultimate paragraph and yet the reader is always aware of the candidate’s real
opinion. The essay ends strongly by urging the need for change; it does it without hectoring and so the
essay is quietly but powerfully persuasive. It is particularly impressive that the candidate does not run out of
ideas and resort to repetition which often happens with weaker candidates in discursive essays.

Overall the language is highly accurate with very occasional slips. The sentence structure has some
variation; sentences are nearly always complex in mood but they do vary in length. Verb forms and tenses
are absolutely right and demonstrate some sophistication as in “might put forward” and “are actually
being encouraged”. Vocabulary is certainly a very strong point without being spectacular. There are some
very good words (“engrossed”, “phenomenon”, “evident” and even the more colloquial “whopping” is
acceptable here) but, more than that, there is the impression that the candidate nearly always chooses

the right word. The candidate never tries simply to impress with extravagance but produces a range of
vocabulary which has an admirable clarity, well suited to a discursive text. Punctuation is invariably correct,
while paragraphing is also good, carefully allowing the argument to build. Spelling is excellent. There are
occasional slips in this essay (“resposible”, and some omissions) but overall this is a secure, fluent piece of
writing. It has a very natural feel to it. However, it is on the lowest mark in Band 1 because, although the
vocabulary is well chosen for a discursive topic, it lacks some ambition. Also, the punctuation and sentence
structure would benefit from a little more variation for effect. It is a good example of how an essay,
especially a discursive one, can gain a Band 1 without being flamboyant in any respect but by being highly
competent in every aspect.
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Example candidate response — grade C
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Examiner comment — grade C

The essay is a response to Question 4 and adopts a discursive approach to dreams, in particular the
negative and positive effects of dreams as well as the candidate’s own dreams for the future. The essay is
not overlong, and does not have much elaboration, but it is certainly a realistic and adequate treatment of
the topic.

In its language the essay is ‘clean’, mostly accurate, but it is not particularly ambitious and is therefore
somewhere in the middle of the overall achievement range as a basic Band 3. Each aspect of the
language descriptors is adequate or satisfactory but there tends to be a ‘blemish’ in each. There is some
minor complexity in the sentence structures and variation with complex constructions being used at the
beginning of paragraph 3 and in the penultimate paragraph. Otherwise, there tends to be a repetition of
short sentences as can be seen in paragraph 2. Verb forms and tenses are secure and sustained and yet
in paragraph 3 there is a serious error with “love"” instead of “have loved” and, later on, “destroy” instead
of “destroyed” and “had” instead of “has had”. As for vocabulary, words like “immortal” and “persistent”
stand out because the majority of the vocabulary is ‘safe’, sometimes even repeated (“car”/ “cars” in
paragraph 3). There is also some uncertainty in paragraph 1 about whether to treat dreams as singular or
plural. Punctuation is satisfactory, if routine, and spelling is safe at this level, while paragraphing has merit as
it clearly moves the topic forward in stages. There is enough relevance to maintain interest as a reader but
not enough to raise the linguistic achievement above a lower Band 3.
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Example candidate response — grade E
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Examiner comment — grade E

The essay is a response to Question 2 and argues the case that young people today have little or no interest
in politics. The candidate takes the view that politics can be divisive, even dangerous, and young people
have more interest in their education and subsequent jobs than in politics. Some young people may go

into politics but the majority are not interested. The essay is of adequate length, is relevant and can be
considered a satisfactory but rather superficial treatment of the topic.

As far as language is concerned, the overall meaning is never in doubt — there is sufficient accuracy to be
clear about the candidate’s opinion; in fact, in paragraph 3 there is an improving sense of clarity and there is
the occasional clear sentence. However, overall, the errors are sufficiently frequent and serious to hamper
precision and to distract the reader from the content. Ultimately, it is difficult to find more than one ‘patch’
of relatively clear writing that could lift the essay into Band 4, nor does it have errors in every line to lower
it into Band 6, so it remains in Band 5, towards the lower end. The sentence variation is limited, with the
candidate relying mainly on simple sentences. There are occasional compound sentences to add variation
but the effect is limited by several sentences starting with a conjunction. The candidate relies entirely on
statement sentences with no attempt to vary the mood. As with the vast majority of essays in this Band,
verb forms and tenses are not secure and the candidate has difficulty maintaining a consistent sequence of
tenses — “young people does not interest in politics”, “they have easily get a good job”, “some has become
doctor” and many more examples. This weakness is made more obvious by poor control of agreement

as in “People has get”, “several job”, “our parent has not get”. The vocabulary is very simple but mainly
acceptable, yet even here there are some basic errors as with “our youngster are too good in education”
when the candidate means ‘better in education’. Sentence separation is good overall but the punctuation
suffers from the lack of several full stops. The spelling of this simple vocabulary is mainly accurate but

as soon as the candidate becomes ambitious (“developted”, “facilties”) the errors occur. Paragraphing is
satisfactory. The overall simplicity of the language combined with the frequency of the serious error limits

the achievement of this essay to Band b.
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Descriptive essays

Example candidate response — grade A

:‘,iasna‘ll-"'uf,\‘ﬁ:"ﬁ-t ﬁwmhfm_]\m&_thw'&“w_%uf vk en

 Noees ) By S inosoromee owsielves | v

ovtrmteme. o Wi Wages Gnd \:smmtl'\wl&ww\ﬂ'ﬂ_]bv T
e wone Wreen . Bk Nee e is Meek teosh of Hhese

laed Fadeen s Thae pesd. Nves o udret walee Wrese  tldwiibey |

.&s}:ﬂ.._?ﬁj:.!-:ﬁ__m.:_..E!-.w?s._ee.'r.kh ..... \g m:-mﬁm_*"ﬁmt celehitig

W _jﬁw:.:._m.:.._..mgnr:sj_..ummﬁﬁ@ﬁb_ R Neve  Exoioern and uih e

_as t‘“m-n‘ﬁnil?‘w"fm'u—_"_"ﬁ_m_umm#Emﬂm:"_—__uaiﬂr&'-:-_m_-i__
...".llH?.-'j.!.'r.....:'Eh».n.s.'l.?c.-x‘....-.fng.‘5.1.’.'9.!.-.!53 o Koo Sheegerks e

Frmin

e ros eorned  Ane \ove and us?.g.:"‘i uk *f*ré'f'ﬁ-ﬁ_nm_'._...ﬂE...a;w.n.?.‘!.;_.....

o onoed B Mﬂﬁh%hﬂﬂﬁh‘%wm\m\bm_i&m&# ........ ;

"’-""-L’lzﬂ,‘,j&n ..... el o) o W"i'-&‘?’*'g"*« ke ﬁﬁmrﬁu??ﬂt‘i‘-&ﬂ_ .......

Sootk ond ihmuml_‘%n?..-b_a ....... o mm'-'{‘ﬂ__mnh_"mz_ql:\i Phack |

Mochal hed o Vorwsway b g

._5.'.::.._‘3_ ...... LT ::-:«.Lmy.}cm "hts.’mt‘bc:-!n%_anﬂ'lt"'m_
B e e foppine ot fnenly ﬁwﬁ“ﬂ"‘nﬁ Resple of

_ E_‘H:y'.tw'E"’Lm!m,bﬁﬁwuﬁﬂ%ﬁhhk&jhwmmﬁ_ﬂgﬂ_ﬁui e 4 O

h

Lomtosion Tiapgee , Mocshall proved e ues eling

Cambridge O Level English Language 1123

..5."-}'_"5!'.'?.‘1.'54...'.*hL.._u.:J:.uj_._?uﬁat._._m._mmﬂ_...mh._..}wjkhis.i._?:_.ﬁgk;._%ﬁ...!-.'r-?.m.. -



Paper 1 —Writing

e e o Al

Cambridge O Level English Language 1123 39



Paper 1 —Writing

................................. ‘.':;,r" TR e G—— __“__“.
..... mmvi’w:s-mrnﬁmﬁ She el %ﬁ*\n:i!ﬁﬁmk%"ﬂfﬁij
..... ack e ..H._..E.....?F.thq-rt?{jt. “in B aﬁﬁTw\*‘j‘nj\Lﬁ-ﬂlti and ewen|
| Srovan dhe s poised fv e pofimerce, T S8 o |
AN T TR T O U G\ hfﬁﬁgufﬁmms’.?........ﬁ‘.‘.l‘.-..._..-“éu thowtey |
s S e, e e gxrenisnd . %6 brick_ord T
__'LM‘_\‘W\UE ..... W\ TE Sy “\-‘aﬁ-—a <Pl w;:p"r .................. B i
I == i 0
oo viaton she ie \eosk edeiced R du Yo Yo iedubilhl
e\ iNips s S dreghed wai Yoo benfend of B uees
wile tw clde oo Pob ean ’%m.ujk ...... ot oW (reke mnosteles, |
_.33'"_51'*?“*1 Paser b)) G TV ed e i T R
sy - wrmm—r——— v A S S S
Vaere ave chelpnbies o\l oreeed Mo vt Boke oag Mty 1
droedton ach pusoreley Bk yrolie Avers ad0icak\ey ot |
Q!DL “ﬁ?tﬁ'ﬂb' ...................................................................................... "ff ____________
Wed Coweh = S bo Weds. ot ol

Total mark awarded = 27 out of 30

40 Cambridge O Level English Language 1123



Paper 1 —Writing

Examiner comment — grade A

The essay is a response to Question 1 and describes two celebrities, the rap artist Eminem and the actress
Kristen Stewart. The essay is a very satisfactory length, giving a little more consideration to Eminem than
to Kristen Stewart, and the treatment effectively contrasts the two in the way the question requires. The
candidate is admirably clear in emphasising the different qualities of the two celebrities and the essay
creates real interest by giving an insight into the values of modern, popular culture. In fact, the quality of
this content is vital in supporting the linguistic quality of the writing. There is a high level of accuracy in this
essay but there are also some straightforward errors and so it is in the lower half of Band 1.

As has been said, overall the language is very accurate. What is crucial here in putting this in Band 1

rather than Band 2 is that the errors are not serious ones. The sentence structure is very good as it has
complexity and also it attempts different constructions for effect — see particularly the effective conclusion
to paragraph 2 and the sustained sentence lengths and complexity in paragraph 5. Unfortunately, the one
real flaw of the essay is the use of conjunctions as sentence openings, although there is some excuse for it
here as the overall style is more colloquial than in most descriptive essays. Verb forms and tenses are very
good indeed and the candidate moves easily between past and present tenses. The sentence structures
and the correct tenses give the essay a natural fluency which is very convincing. Vocabulary is certainly a
strong point (“scrawny”, “minority”, “lyrical”, “manipulate”, “relapsed” as well as the very sophisticated
phrase “deemed as vulgar”). The repetition of “Passion” for emphasis is very good. This is a mature range
of vocabulary. There is a sense that the candidate is very comfortable using such words but the vocabulary
is not flawless — the phrase “to whom” in the first line is excellent and yet it is let down by the repetition of
the preposition at the end of the sentence; furthermore, “too overated” at the end is overdone. Punctuation
is very good with sophistication again demonstrated in the use of the dashes for emphasis and in the use
of commas (“Kristen Stewart, though a beautiful woman,”). Paragraphing is also very good in the way that
it divides the material after a good introduction and finishes with a definite and sensible final paragraph.
Spelling, especially of such a mature vocabulary, is excellent with only one or two slips. Linguistically, this
essay is better than the merely ‘accurate’ descriptor of Band 2 and yet is not so accurate as to be at the top
of Band 1.
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Example candidate response — grade C
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Examiner comment — grade C

The essay is a response to Question 1, a descriptive title that asks for a contrast between two people
rather than the creation of atmosphere. This candidate describes two entertainment celebrities, Matthew
Macfadyen (“Mafyden” sic) and Justin Bieber, the former being admired and the latter not admired. It is a
question which requires a description of personalities rather than places or events. The content here is very
attractive because it is deliberately amusing and interesting but, while this will gain credit, it cannot disguise
the fact that the language has flaws.

The language is best described as ‘mostly accurate’, placing it in Band 3. Sometimes the sentence structure
is useful and enhances the humour (“If he is happy, | am happy.”) but there is no doubt that short sentences
predominate, perhaps to the extent of being repetitive. This is certainly so at the end of the first paragraph.
To offset this, the use of speech and question sentences brings some variety. Tenses are the weakness

in this script. In the second paragraph, “despised” and “was" are both the wrong tense and at the end of
paragraph 4 there are three serious tense errors where the past tense is used after “Everytime”. Also, in
paragraph 5, “They said driving at 80km/hr were for old people” is clearly wrong. There are some ticks for
vocabulary ("tremendously”, “overrated”) but otherwise the vocabulary is very straightforward and, indeed,
there are a number of simple errors in this vocabulary — “married with another actress”, “his nose is not too
sharp like other actors”, “He is too overrated”. Punctuation can be used very well to show the humour as
with the many exclamation marks in paragraph 4 but seems a little overdone at the end of the first sentence.
The spelling is adequate and the paragraphing is good as it emphasises the contrasts. Ultimately, the errors
in tenses are serious and frequent enough to prevent this mature, amusing essay from being more than a
Band 3.
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Examiner comment — grade E

The essay is a response to Question 1 and it describes the candidate’s mother and a friend. This is a

very loose interpretation of the word ‘celebrity’ in the question and the use of a friend shows limited
understanding of the expression ‘least admire’. However, the error was thought more likely to be the result
of haste or a lack of familiarity with the word ‘celebrity’ rather than a deliberate attempt to distort the topic;
therefore, while it obviously imposes some limit on the content, the consideration of the language is still the
major one.

As far as language is concerned, the overall meaning is never in doubt — there is sufficient accuracy to know
something about the two people and what the candidate feels about the two ‘celebrities’; indeed there are
occasional, relatively ‘clean’ sentences, especially at the end of the penultimate paragraph and in the final
paragraph. On the other hand, the errors are sufficiently frequent and serious to hamper precision and to
distract the reader from the content. The sentence variation is very limited, especially in length, and the
sentence structure comes across as very simple. There are no real attempts to vary the sentence moods
for effect. Verb forms and tenses are insecure with the candidate appearing to have difficulty distinguishing
between the past and present tenses on times (“she like eating fish” followed by “she lived at”). However,
the sense never quite breaks down in spite of this. The vocabulary is extremely simple but only occasionally
is it misused as in the use of “talls” for ‘long’ in the first paragraph. At times, the idiom is awkward or
misunderstood as in “The most celebrity | most admire”. Some repetition of vocabulary (“most” and “she”
in the first two lines) further limits the achievement. Punctuation is flawed, with sentence separation errors,
as in the first paragraph, although this does improve. There are clear weaknesses in the spelling of this

very simple vocabulary, even with the simplest words (“alway”) and it is certainly true of more ambitious
vocabulary (“sypathy”, “advise” and “courageable”). Clear paragraphing is a merit.

Ultimately, it is difficult to find the ‘patches’ of clear writing needed to lift the essay into Band 4, and the
emerging sense and paragraphing keep it out of Band 6; it remains in Band 5 and towards the lower end of
the band because of the simplicity, the errors and the content.
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Paper 2 - Reading

Section 1: Reading for ideas

Section 1: Reading for Ideas P
Erarmer
Read Passage 1 In the inser and answer all the questions below in the order sel. b

1 (a) Notes [15 marks]

Identity and wrile down information from the passage which describes the advaniages
and disadvantages of extended shapping hours.

USE OMLY THE MATERIAL FROM PARAGRAPH 2 TO PARAGRAPH & INCLUSIVE.
At this stage, yvou nesd MOT use your own words, To help you get started, the first paint
in each saction of natas is done for you. You will be awarded up to 15 marks for content
points.

MAIM POINTS
Advantages of extended shopping hours
s People don’t have to rush to the shops

Disadvantages of extended shopping hours
* Decreases opportunity for family achiviies
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{b)] Summary Ear
Evamners
Now use your notes to write a summary, in which you explain the advantages and Uza

disadvantages of extended shopping hours, as outlined in the passage.

This tima, you will be awarded up to 5 marks for using your own words wherever
possible and for accurate use of language.

Your summary, which must be in continuous writing (not note form), must be no longer
than 160 words, inciuding the 10 words given below. Begin your summary as follows:

Extending hours for shopping is arguably & good thing DECAUSE ............ciciiiiiinn.

Mo, of words
[5]
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From your reading of paragraph 2, decide which one of the following stalemeants is true and
tick the box you have chosen, Eis

E%ﬂ“

It takes a long time @ buy a family meal in a suparmarket,
Students can juggle part-time work with their studies.

Falhers never take parl-time jobs. [1]

From paragraph 4, select and write down two opinions.

One OpINIoN I8 .....ccormmeremsanssenins e R

....... eersemreemmsseessssemeeesessessseseeessmsessssmeeressessseseeenees [1]

From your own knowledge or experence, give two examples of ‘valuable recreational
excursions' for families. Do not refer o specific examples in the passage in your answer,

One example IS ......cccvvecmennnsenns S e

......... U URSPPSSR | |

......................... R L Y A PN O PRy R R B EIRN LRIz ) |
Total for Section 1 [25]
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Insert

Passage 1 - Shopping

1

Markets, bazaars, corner shops, high street stores or out-of-town retail centres — wheraver
vou live, shopping plays some part in your life, and the hours available for this common activity
will vary. But do extended shopping hours have a positive or a negative effect on society?

Extending the opening hours of shops has many advantages. People do not have to rush 1o
the suparmarket after a hard day at the office, checking their watches to see how much tima
they have to buy the evening meal for the family. If a shop is open for a restricted number
of hours per week, say forty, then one set of employees is sufficient to un it, but extended
opening hours mean that more people are needed to work in the stare, thus providing an
income for them. This can be particularly beneficial for students, who are able 1o work for
a limited period 1o eam somea money without compromising their studies. Families can also
benefit: parents, usually mothers, can work a few hours par-time in the local supermarkeat
when their spouses are not at work. Mot only does this provide additional income for the
family; it can also avoid the costly and sometimes complicated childcare arrangemeants which
will be necessary If both parents work the same hours. Extended opening hours mean mora
Income for the shop owner, who will not miss out on a potentlal sale because the shop is shut.

Keeping shops open longer spreads the load for the shopping centre, as not all the potential
shoppers are amiving at the same time, or fighting for a limited number of parking spaces.
Paopla have mar time 1o browse when it suits them, and so shopping can become a form of
relaxation, giving risa to the tarm ‘retall therapy”. In modearn times there has bean a rise in tha
number of covered shopping malls, which are usually open for longer than the conventicnal
high street stores. These malls offer under one roof a wide range of merchandise - from
clothes, to food, to electronic equipment - and so there is Increased availability of goods in
thesa virtually round-the-clock outlets. Because these malls are normally modemn and bright,
they offer an attractive day out for families, and make shopping a valuable family activity.

But extended shopping hours are sometimes under fire from critics who argue that, far from
promating family life, the “shop till you drop' mentality actually decreases the opporfunities
for family activities. Indeed, the very expression 'shop till you drop’ suggests silly, robot-like
behaviour. Children miss out on valuable recreational excursions with their parents, who take
them on endless shopping trips instead of, for example, 1o an an gallery. If mum is working
in the supermarket in the evening, chances for family bonding, such as simply eating dinner
together, or watching television, have been removed. Children are not taken to run around
parks and playgrounds because they are shopping instead. There is nothing more depressing
than seeing the long faces of parents pushing baby buggies and trailing youngsters round
yel another computer shop. The resulting lack of exercise perhaps contributes o increasing
childhood obesity In some parts of the world,

Extending shopping hours also has a defrimental effect on employees, whose own family lifa
is interrupted or compromised bacause one or other of the family members, possibly including
teenage students, is working at any given time. Employers suffer too; they cannot always be
in the shop, and will need 1o appoint an employee as deputy in their absence, which mighi
cause problems. If they decide that this is Impossible they may choose fo close the shop, but
they will lose business to the shops which have stayed open. Moregver, as people have a
fixed amount of money to spand shopping, the idea that they spend mora because shops ara
open longer is a myth in any case, and so employers do not ultimataly benefit.

Finally, if people know that the shops are open constantly, they will waste the time that they
might have spent doing more useful things.
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Paper 2 — Reading

Mark scheme

MARK TO A MAXIMUM OF 15 FOR CONTENT POINTS. AWARD A MAXIMUM OF & MARKS FOR
STYLE. (See page 5 for the Style marking method. )

Question 1

(a) Poinls o be rewarded and their marks are indicated below. Indicate by a tick the poinl
rewardad. Accept own words or lifting. Accept sentences or note form. Points 1 and 12 ara
already given.

1. People don't have o rush to the shops

2. Creates {more) jobs /! more people (are needed) fo work {in shops) ¥ more employees
(are nesdad)

3. Students can work (pari-time) without compromizing their studies / after school / outside
school hours

4, Parenls/ mothers | fathars can work (parl-ime) when spouse isn'l al work

5. [(Families) zave on childcare /f don't need (expansive [ complicated) childcare

[Needs an attempt at paint 4]

6. Shop owner earns more [/ more business for shop

7. Bpreads the load for the shopping centre !/ no fighting for car park spaces

8. (People have) more time to browse ( shop /f (people can) browse [ shop when it suits

[Key = time]

9. (Provides) relaxation / therapy

10. Shopping malls / round-the-clock outlets offer wide range / increased availability of
poods (at almost any tima) [Kay = vanaly]

11. (Malls f Shopping offers / becomes) a family activity /f day out / trip for families

12. Decreases opportunity for family activities

13. Chiidren miss out on educational / recreational activities  [Do not accept examples onfy]

14. Chances for family bonding are removed Do not accept examples only]
15. Children not taken 1o parks / playgrounds [Do not go to parks (alone) = 0]
16. Lack of exercisa contributes to childhood obeasity [Needs an attempl at point 15]

17. Employees family life is interrupled / compromised / affected
18, Employers have to appoint deputy in their absance
[can't always be in the shop {alone) = 0]

19. Employers !/ Shops will lose business (to open shops) if they close

20, People have a fixed amount o spend // Shoppers / Customers have a fixed amount of
moneay

21. People ! Shoppers will waste time that they might have spent doing (more) useful things
[Accapt ‘They' as agent whera it is clear from context it refers to people/shoppers.
Accepl passive form.]

{1} If seript is entirely varbatim [ift give 0.
(i} IFcontent poind is made in the wrong box, do not award the mark.
(i} If more than one content point appears under a single bullet point, award each content
poaint separately if clearly made.
fivl  If content point being made depends on information contained in anoffer bullet paint,
withhold the mark unless a clear link is made befween the two poinis.
[13]
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(b) Summary Writing and Style [5]

Candidates have now fleshed out their notes into a piece of formal, continuous prose.

The mark for Style incorporates TWO categories of writing, namely OWHN WORDS and USE
OF ENGLISH. The table which follows on page 5 provides descriptors of the mark levels
assigned to these TWO categorias.

In assessing the overall mark for Style, first of all assign the script to 38 mark level under the
category of OWN WORDS. Than arrive at the mark level for USE OF ENGLISH.

Under OVWN WORDS, key pointers are: sustained, noticeable, recognisable but limited,
wholesale copying and complete transcript. The differance batween wholesale copying
and complete transcript is that, whereas in wholesale copying there is nothing /! little that is
orginal, the copying has been selective and directed at the guestion, but with a complete
transcript tha candidate has started copying and continuad writing with lithle sense of a link to
the question. Complete franscripts are rare.

Under USE OF ENGLISH, lake into consideration the accuracy of the writing, and the ability
to use original complex sentence structures.,

Write marks for OWN WORDS and USE OF ENGLISH separataly in comments box banaath
the question. Access this comments box by clicking on the speech bubble on Scoris Task
Bar. Add the marks for OWN WORDS and USE OF ENGLISH together and divide by two.
Raize any half marks to the nearest whole number a.g. OW 3, UE 2, giving 3 to be enterad in
Scons marks column.

HOW TO ANNOTATE Q1(b)

Use margin (either left or rght) to indicate OWN WORDS assessmant, and the body of the
script to indicate USE OF EMGLISH assessment. Under OWHN WORDS, use either T (text) or
O (own words), Where the candidate has more or less written a wholesale copy, but has
substituted an odd word here and there (single word substitution), indicate these single
words with © above them. Otherwise use the margin only for assessment of OW.

Under USE OF ENGLISH, use the body of the script for annotations. For accuracy
assessment, use either cross or carat as appropriate for errors (over the errors). You may

use cross for omission instead of caral, Indicate only serious errors. If the same ermor s
made more than once, 8.g. omission of definite article, indicate it each tima it is mada. Below
follows a list of serious ermors:

SERIOUS ERRORS

Wrong verb forms.

Serious lense errors,

saerious arrors of senience structure, especially in setting up subordination.
Dmission or obvious misuse of preposifions.

Wholesale misunderstanding over the meanings of words used,

sarious arrors of agreement.

Using & comma to replace the necessary full stop.

Mis-spellings of simple, basic words, e.g. were ( where [/ 1o / toa (f their / thera.
Breakdown of sensa.

Serious omissions, or senous intrusions e.g. of definite article. Ignore what are clearly slips.
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For sentence siructure merit, usa licks where appropriate, in the body of the script. Tick only
instances whara the santance structura is both complax and original, |.e. balonging to the two
top boxes in the Use of English column on the MS. Ticks, therefore, tend to be over relative
pronouns, presant participles and conjunctions. Do not tick vocabulary: this will ba laken into
considaeration under agsessment of OW.

Irrelevance: Pul a cross in the margin 1o indicale a stretch [ section of irelevance.

If a script is entirely irrelevant, mark for style as normal (i.e. arrive at mark under OW and UE,
then add togather and halva) and give 2 max for styla. Note that such scripts are axiramaly
rare.

Wrong or invented material: Put a cross in tha margin to indicate a siretch / section of

wrong or invented materal. This might count as oblique or limited own words when you come
o assess OW.
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SUMMARY STYLE DESCRIPTORS
Mark OWN WORDS Mark USE OF ENGLISH

5 Candidates maka a sustained 5 Apart from very occasional slips, tha
attempt 1o re-phrasa the text language is accurate,
language. Any occasional ermors are either slips or

minor emors. There is a marked ability
Allow phraseas from the text which to use original complex syntax
ara difficult to substitute, oulside laxl structures,
Punciuation is accurate and helpful to
the reader.

4 Thare |z a noticeable attempl o 4 The language s almost always
re-phrase the text. accurate, Senous emors will be
The summary is free from isolated.
siretches of concentrated lifting sentences show some vanation,

including original complex syntax.
Punctuation is accurate and genarally
helpful.

3 There are recognisable but 3 The language is largely accurate
limited attempts to re-phrase the Simple structures tend to dominate and
lext detail. Attempt may be limited serious errors are not frequent.
by irrelevance or by oblique or although they are naticeabla.
mangled relevance. Where sentences show soma varlaty
Groups of text expression are and complexity, they will generally be
inarlacad with own words, lifted from the text.

The expression may not always be Serious emors may occur when more
sacura, bul the attempl to sophisticated structures are attempted.
substitute the text will gain credit. Punctuation s generally accurate.

2 Wheolesale copying of large areas 2 Meaning is nof in doubt bul seripus
of the text, but not a complete errors are becoming more frequent.
transeripl, [8+ errors a5 a guida)

Aftempts o substitute own Some simple structures will be
language will be limited to single accurate, although this accuracy is nol
word expression. susiained for long.

Irrelevant sections of the text will Simple punctuation will usually be

be more frequent at this level and correct.

below.

1 FPretty well 3 complete transcript 1 Heavy frequency of serious errors,
of the text axpression. gometimes impeading reading.

There will also be random Fraciured syniax is much more
franscription of irredevant sactions pronouncad al this leval,
of the text.
] Complaete transcript. D Heavy frequency of serlous errors
throughout,
Fractured syntax.
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Question 2 from paragraph 2
Students can juggle part-time work with their studies. [1]
More than one box licked = O

Accept othar notations, e.g, X, *, shading of correct bax, or T for Trua.

Question 3 from paragraph 4

Opinion 1:  (far from promaoting family life,) the 'shop till you drop’ mentality actually decreases the
opportunities for family activities [inclusion of chtics (wha argue = 0]

Opinion 2:  (Indeed, the very expression) ‘shop till you drop’ suggests silly frobotl-like behaviour
Opinion 3;  recreational excursions are valuable

Opinion 4 There iz nothing more depressing than (seeing) the long faces of pareniz pushing baby
buggies / frailing youngsters round (yet another computer) shop /¥ shops

Accept any two of four for one mark each.
Two corract answers in ona limb = 1 mark max.

Accept in any order. Accepl own words versions. [2 x1]

Question 4 from knowledge or experience

Accept any reasonable examples, such as theatre trips, inps to exhibitions etc. [2x1]
Accept plausible, if unknown to you, examples, e.g. family trip to Kampong Ayer.

Accept single word answers, e.g. mussum, picnic ete.

Two cormect answers in one limb = 1 mark max.

art galtery / park {alone} / playground /7 walching felevision / meals fogether fal home) /
any shop = 0 (text)

any activity clearly in the hame =0

going on a trp (alone) =0 This meraly defines the word ‘excursion’.
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Appendix

Markets, bazaars, comer shops, high streel slores or oul-of-lown retail cenltres — wherever you live,
shopping plays some part in your life, and the hours availabla for this common activity will vary. But
do extended shopping hours have a positive or a negative effect on society?

Extending the cpening hours of shops has many advantages. People do not have to rush to the
supermarket after a hard day at the office, checking their walches fo see how much time they have
to buy the evening meal for the family. If a shop is open for a restricted number of hours per waek,
say forty, then one set of employees is sufficient to run it, but extended opening hours mean that
more people are needed to work in the store, thus providing an income for them. This can be
particularly beneficial for students, who are able to work for a limited period to earn some money
without compromising their studies. Families can also benefit; parents, usually mothers, can
work a few hours part-time in the local supermarket when their spouses are not at work. Nol
anly doas this provide additional income for the family; it can also avoid the costly and sometimes
complicated childcare arrangements which will be necessary if both parants work the same hours.
Extended opening hours mean more income for the shop owner, who will not miss oul on &
patentlal sala bacause the shop is shut.

Keeping shops open longer spreads the load for the shopping centre, as not all the potential
shoppers are arriving at the same time, or fighting for a limited number of parking spaces.
People have more time to browse when it suits them, and so shopping can become a form of
relaxation, giving rise to the term ‘retail therapy’. In modem times there has been a nse in the
number of coverad shopping malls, which are usually open for longer than the conventional
high street stores. These malls offer under one roof a wide range of merchandise - from
clothes, to food, to electronic equipment — and so there is increased availability of goods in
these virtually round-the-clock outlets. Becausze these malls are normally modern and bright, they
offer an attractive day out for families, and make shopping a valuable family activity.

But extendad shopping hours are somatimes under fire from critics who argue that, far from promoting
family life, the ‘shop till you drop’ mentality actually decreases the opportunities for family
activities. Indeed, the very exprassion ‘shop till you drop’ suggests silly, robol-like behaviour,
Children miss out on valuable recreational excursions with their parenis, who take them on
endless shopping trips instead of, for example, to an ant gallery. If mum is working in the supermarket
in tha evening, the chances for family bonding, such as simply eating dinner together, or
watching television, has been removed. Children are not taken to run around parks and
playgrounds because they are shopping instead. There is nothing more depressing than seeing the
long faces of parants pushing buggles and tralling youngsters round yvat another computer shop. The
resuling lack of exercise perhaps confributes to increasing childhood obesity in some paris of
the word.

Extended shopping hours also has a defrimental effect on employees, whose own family life is
interrupted or compromised because one or other of the family members, possibly including
teanage students, is working at any given time, Employers suffer too; they cannot always be in
the shop, and will need to appoint an employee as deputy in their absence, which might cause
problems. If they decide thal such a lask is impossible they may choose to close the shop, but
they will lose business to the shops which have stayed open. Moreover, as people have a fixed
amount of money to spend shopping, the idea that they spend more because shops are open
longer is a myth in any case, and so employers do not ulimataly benefit,

Finally, if people know that the shops are open constantly, they will waste the time that they might
have spent doing other, more useful things.
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Example candidate response — grade A

Section 1: Reading for ldeas

Read Passage 1 in the insert and answer all the questions below in the order set. o

1 (&) Notes [15 marks]

Identify and write down information from the passage which describas Ihz-': advaniages
and disadvantages of extended shopping hours,

USE OMLY THE MATERIAL FROM PARAGRAPH 2TO PARAGRAPH 6 INCLUSIVE.
At this stage, you naed NOT use your own words. To help you get started, the first point
‘in @ach section of notes is done for you. You will be awarded up to 15 marks for content
points.

MAIN POINTS
Advantages of extended shopping hours
* People don't have to rush to the shops

nmmwmﬁm&i%uﬂﬁm; P
.W%Mmmm s shocdbion,
'Hﬂsm\m CUAMIROST, |

Disadvantages of m-inded shupp[ng- hours
»  Decreasss opportunity for famity activities
* Childecn mies ook om wholls mreestiennl epruesionn
g Efrﬂﬁm'm Dlm.u-‘lmﬁ'ju.n-l_aj m%wl{bﬂb}“ﬂm

boon movrmaor), |

me—
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(b) Summary

MNow use your notes to write a summary, in which you explain the advantages and
~ disadvantages of extended shopping hours, as outlined in‘the passage.

This time, you will be awarded up to 5 marks for using your own words wherever
possible and for accurate use of language.

Your summary, which must be in continuous writing (not note form), must be no longer
than 160 words, including the 10 words given below. Begin your summary as follows:

Extending hours for shopping is arguably a good thing because 'Fﬁmi&“ .............. .

Ao’k home.. S mucth. S5, Sompa. e s to. o ...
an~ooddsed) lnceme. Som them. foom. diudondn..aan. ...
wse . S, siheut seen.. dnmaliing. Yhas. Sludsse. o7
Mm&aﬁhwunaamﬂmﬂgn 3 SEVTL VITE

N S L 1y

Ne. of words 110
(5]
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2 From your reading of paragraph 2, decide which one of the following slatemeants is true and -
tick the box you have chosen. Examiners

It takes a long time to buy a famlly meal in a supermarkst.

Students can juggle part-time work with thair studies. T

Fathers never take part-time jobs. | [1]

3 From paragraph 4, select and write down twe opinions.

One opinion is l:-_h.a E‘Dﬂf)w @M&

Another opinion isT'.{m. E% BrcREng. JFMS'LE@E ............
coalmimukes. ﬁm%ﬁdﬂm&&% .0 50mg... g, %%mmﬂ:l [1]

4  From your own knowledge or experience, give two examples of 'valuable recreational
excursions’ for families. Do not refer to specilic examplas in the passage in your answer.

One example is ....0h ”E:z.:.@'i& "!cqﬂ.n@& memgﬂumid%gmmi

Another example is

Total for Section 125]
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Examiner comment — grade A

1 (a) Candidates were asked to select advantages of extended shopping hours from Paragraphs 2 and 3.
The candidate selected two points from Paragraph 2: that more people are needed to work, and that
more income is provided for the shop owner. The point that students benefit was incompletely made
as no reference was made to the part-time nature of the work made available to students by extended
shopping hours. The candidate selected three points from Paragraph 3: extended shopping hours
spreads the load for the shops, shoppers have more time to browse and are given an opportunity for
relaxation. These last two points were offered under one bullet point by the candidate, but points are
rewarded where made, so that it is possible to score more than one point under a single bullet. The
candidate attempted the point that mothers can work part-time but omitted to mention the link with
her husband not being at work, and so the point was incomplete.

The candidate had then to select the disadvantages of extended shopping hours as outlined in
Paragraphs 4 and 5. The candidate selected two points from Paragraph 4: that children miss out on
excursions with their families and that family bonds are removed. The point that childhood obesity is
caused by lack of exercise was made, but could not be rewarded because the dependent point that
children are not taken to parks (because they are shopping instead) was not made. The candidate
selected only one point from Paragraph 5, namely that people waste time shopping that could have
been spent doing more useful things. Three points were incompletely made: family life is interrupted
had to be specified as employees’ family life; appointing a deputy is a problem which had to be linked
to his absence from the shop (because it was open for more hours); employers choosing to close the
shop had to be linked to the consequence, namely that he would lose business to the shops which
stayed open. 8/15

(b) The candidate had to use selected content points to write a summary, in his own words and in the
continuous tense, of the advantages and disadvantages of extended shopping hours. The candidate’s
use of own words was recognisable and this, combined with the fact that the language used was
accurately expressed using some original complex sentence structures, (created by, for example, the
present participle ‘resulting’, the relative pronoun ‘which” and the conjunction ‘as’) assured almost
full marks for the question. 4/5

2 The candidate had to indicate the correct statement from a choice of three statements, and correctly
chose the second one: students can juggle part-time work with their studies. 1/1

3 The candidate had to select two opinions from Paragraph 4 and selected one of these: that the ‘shop
till you drop” mentality decreases opportunities for family activities. Linking childhood obesity to lack of
exercise is not an opinion because of the presence of the word ‘perhaps’ in the text. 1/2

4 The candidate had to link reading of the passage with own knowledge or experience by giving
examples of ‘valuable recreational excursions’. Each answer offered was valid: (i) trips to the zoo and

(i) camping. 2/2

Total mark awarded = 16 out of 2b
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Example candidate response — grade C

Sectlon 1: Reading for Ideas P
Emminary
Read Passage 1 In-the insert and answer all the questions below in the order set. s

1 (&) Notes [15 marks]

Identify and write down information from the passage which describes the advantages

and disadvantages of extended sh-npplng hours.

USE ONLY THE MATERIAL FROM PARAGRAPH 2 TO PARAGRAPH & INCLUSIVE.
At this stage, you need NOT use your own words. To help you get started, the first point
in each section of notes is done for you. You will be awarded up to 15 marks for content

points.

MAIN POINTS
Advantages of extended ﬂrﬁpping hours

* People don't have lo rush fo the shops
x F""ﬂ'i";dfﬂj & e EJ";I ] Camrg .':::!"'r EF-]F fﬂ a2

v Can be pg &.:c.dlrszrg beneficic1 for sdidents
Avaide

* More

comp eafed chi -"rﬂfl::ﬂ--a-e -ﬂrraqjemeﬂgﬁ
fMicoria  for

the shge ourer
® Iﬁ.ﬂrr:? e ges  pay

# nagf rMics ol fal sl

™ 5};:-.2:.' ﬁ'{j f-";a ft?c:r':a'" foe f:';-f -'F‘f:lﬂ-'-',.-'#}-?-":"jj
54 SRRl g £Ca bécome = farem of Telars o

# p"“awr_{e & &ilde r‘:ﬂ-‘r_je af .""lﬂ-rl.--';‘q.rr'drrlﬁﬁ

" .r‘l;.r.!,.-'lra 5.--"1% ef 3;:?.:::1@
v OfFs. g lbucbie ar:n‘f:: ouf for 45,

cen Lén

e
Disadvantages of extended shupping hours

M mmpnﬂm@farhmﬂy&cw{ms

« Chifdremn riiss Qué on valusbis

il £l g P hres fs

v Cause & brzbe don E.-';m,-:;, ot of

= 'l"—-."':”"r'i’r-"?-ir b & gneg 2y e lie.

w lact of Src e s

Fécda gb—-:.;; [ &rcy Y-

canr byl by obesf,
We bimenta) effect om e
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(b) Summary

Eg 7

Hlnw use your notes to write a summary, in which you explain. the-advantages and
disadvantages of extended shopping hours, as outlined.in the passage.

- This time, you will be awarded up to 5 marks for using your own words wherever
possible and for accurate use of language. :

Your summary, which must be in continuous writing (not note form), must be-no longer '
than 160 words, including the 10 words given balow. Begin your summary as follows:

Extanding hours for shopping is arguably a good thing because .. L.e.an/%....dent..
ﬁmﬁﬂmﬂﬂfﬁ? ...... choul foe. &'fﬁawnfﬁgﬁ ..... Gr8.... Fhdam

na

.I*"-:ﬁit-'? S - -4 er.fz;sa_..;:tmﬂ:,f ..... E # bl 5’51?;#-!51"';;“5':,{

n.gebiaded bous. sheaning. eafecn. Shdeab. gan.
da. pecl. bmg.. ﬁﬁl@»ﬂwjﬁﬁﬂr’;f{ﬁfﬁhﬁﬁ

~Gead. g ﬁ'.'f......Eﬂ_...-.ﬁ.a.,.,pa-:.;ﬁz#z......ﬂ.?ﬁ...ﬁs.....ﬁ:’ésr.eﬁ;,,ﬂ.i;,ﬂ.ﬁ.ﬂﬁ.{a...
e S B8l Sh0O00R5. 2B A9 b s o Shepains......

...................................

cltecd. el b insteace. reduce. Peogle mafie thei-

11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111

bty ol havs. b welt. draund.. -"g'{ﬂfit.ﬁgfz., 2,

o 4
AL hiEe c"{g e k.. fev ﬂﬂryﬁméf;ﬁwﬂm*fﬁm

gad..ogag. advanfagen.. . e gel meng.. disadeatye
Aao. Mast. childiea vhase. pareats.. sele! o Ao Thanma)

Luring. dhsiv..x eleding.. Sns,dese Shilintns vafiabte.....

pleg. bine Il sorebime  con  caure fo. reduce

@“'f&'&F”Jﬁi‘:’f Idreas. become. B ml  as. fie

;,:Uﬂ””

ﬂf#éﬂfﬁﬁﬁéﬂﬁﬂf‘ljﬂﬂg = B L %._acﬁ::‘..-......
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From your reading of paragraph 2, decide which one of the fr.:nll:r'-'l.rmu statements is trug and |
tick the box you have chosen.. _ Examiiers

It takes a long time to buy & family meal in a supermarket.

Students can juggle part-time work with their studies. v

Fathers never take part-time jobs. 1]

From paragraph 4, select and write down two opinions.

One opinion is ﬁﬂ:‘f“’ﬁﬂﬁli.fﬂaiﬂﬂvqu ahle recreahois!

oBrsarsons, so. childem. fed  up.eifh, e ife pefem.. ]

Another opinion is il dote . B 26008 200G A siar
ﬁf"fjf"ﬁ"tﬂ" areet.. Gty g4 r,,_.,'.{;,e‘-!:'.'..‘.-'..-..:"i'..lc.-f:.":":"é;:....[.‘l]

From your own knowledge or experience, give two examples of ‘valuable recreational
excursions’ for families. Do not refer to specific examples in the passags in your answer.

One example is ...... _._.f;’ft?’-""ﬁ A I asam

Another example s ... 2802 ifeeen ‘ri’ e A .n!? é*iz.).‘dn'f-* RN R e

SIS IR ST —— — S ————— 1] |

Total for Saction 1 [25]
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66

Examiner comment — grade C

1

(a)

(b)

Candidates were asked to select advantages of extended shopping hours from Paragraphs 2 and 3.
The candidate selected only one point from Paragraph 2: that more income is provided for the
employer, a point that was later repeated in the candidate response and could not be rewarded
twice. Two other points were incompletely made: the point that benefit for students had to be linked
to working part-time and not compromising their studies, and the point that childcare arrangements
could be avoided had to be linked to the fact that one of the parents could be at home while the
other was working. The candidate selected three points from Paragraph 3: extending shopping hours
spreads the load for the shopping centres, and gives an opportunity for relaxation, as well as an
opportunity for a family day out. The candidate attempted the point that shopping malls offer a wide
range of goods under one roof but, as reference to shopping malls was not made, the response was
incomplete.

The candidate had then to select the disadvantages of extended shopping hours as outlined in
Paragraphs 4 and 5. The candidate selected two points from Paragraph 4: that children miss out on
excursions with their families and that opportunities for family bonding are removed. A link between
obesity and lack of exercise was established, but no reference was made to children and, in any
case, the dependent point that children are not taken to parks (because they are shopping instead)
was not made. The candidate attempted several points from Paragraph 5 but made none completely.
Reference was made to a detrimental effect on employees but this effect was not specified; the fact
that people waste their time was mentioned, without the link that they were shopping instead of
doing something more valuable; the bald statement that employers do not benefit was made, with
no explanation as to what problems employers faced instead of benefits. 6/15

The candidate had to use selected content points to write a summary in their own words and in
formal continuous of the advantages and disadvantages of extended shopping hours. The candidate’s
use of own words was recognisable although awkward and oblique in places. Around ten serious
errors were made, including wrong agreement, wrong preposition, missing preposition, wrong
article, wrong verb form, wrong plural form, wrong use of the infinitive of the verb. The candidate
was therefore given an average mark for language. 3/5

The candidate had to indicate the correct statement from a choice of three statements, and correctly
chose the second one: students can juggle part-time work with their studies. 1/1

The candidate had to select two opinions from Paragraph 4 and selected neither of these, writing instead
two statements which were in fact content points for the summary: that children miss out on family
excursions and that family bonds are destroyed. 0/2

The candidate had to link reading of the passage with own knowledge or experience by giving examples
of 'valuable recreational excursions’. Each answer offered was valid: (i) trips to museums and (ii) trips to a
planetarium. 2/2

Total mark awarded = 12 out of 25
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Example candidate response — grade E

Section 1: Reading for [deas

Read Passage 1 in the insert and answer all the quastions below in the order set.

1

{a) Notes[15 marks]

Identify and write down information from the passage which describes the advantages
and disadvantages of extended shopping hours.

USE ONLY THE MATERIAL FROM PARAGRAPH 2 TO PARAGRAPH & INCLUSIVE.
Al this stage, you nead NOT use your own words. To help you get starled, the first point

in each section of notes is dona for you. You will be awarded up 1o 15 marks for content
points,

MAIN POINTS

Advantages of extended shopping hours

L

a

-

R ;

People don't have to rush fo the shops

I gyeleaded miuf bawrs -"F;,*-“"‘ﬂ eart

Baranf  page joks are T,.,..-.n‘é:..!,

lebowe Poraes re W

Myre Mrom~r  Jor  Hec rlwf B

1}“?1:. howt Asare Hat PR brwle,

wWhile ;L.Fr.‘-.-,;? it cee lecows -l!.-.-- e mlaxahon,

Disadvantages of extended shopping hours

-

L

- E,n..r]uu.t_.t "'U-'#'FE"' ;-’-F'F"”- I-'J-E-f'-ﬂ‘m 'h'U'? ey isnd

lMl‘W-ﬂ:dp\:}J hlgr't.t b et -]1,.,; “__,,,.,I-ﬁ”{,; st Imﬁ‘j pm_.j Je
PP worp 4 he ° pre Hlable bohe e .

Decraases opportunily for family activilies

Childege  ntas suk i walyable P eiH s aediecde with

'h"'-:'r fn_rf-ﬂ.l'i. .
Int-l':'ﬁg-'r‘aj o ehdldled ab ‘””‘j 5

nlm‘ﬂs Le
M e gl
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68

(b) Summary

Now use your notes to write a summary, in which you explain the advantages and
disadvantages of extended shopping hours, as oullined in the passage.

This time, you will be awarded up to 5 marks for using your own words wherever
possible and for accurate use of language.

Your summary, which must be in continuous writing (not note form), must be no longer
than 160 words, including the 10 words given below. Begin your summary as follows:

Extending hours for shopping is arguably a good thing because ...pA5pM..... ds..nad
hows e ppgl b b fvparmisdliad o buy  wegwl  doe e

.......................................

{anar[..? pdn  exlea ded “"L”Fﬁ"‘"‘:’,t huves it dee rEGyice vednt

EEEEEEEE L L e L EEEEEE R

labour b . opuale  be fhep  So Mg will | cewie | aae ool

o

bt emploged | ewliadiy mux  Geurs | weters  emore

paslenmr  Cullopaar te Ay will  bhe ot bpme Ref nE
: TP o Rt b s s

o Shep  gwerr | Covge omore profibs, Peagle | howt | pore

e e

PR ik B e b B B R b i T

1.--“” ke 4:11"1! adv ank ﬂ-.a.J..S L.;z,{fn..u—rf d-r_tr._-.ﬁ;;_z ﬁ'rpbuf#'\-"h-lur-?
LA 4 P

=

fer -?r.m-Trql Mh‘u*‘.irfr_ﬁ i M ldrea  amy ewd :f‘mfuﬂ--fr!{

L LR, T A
Seceabunal | acbtibies | i her paeade | diben | ee
v
&
ok dmlen b run aopleg Pn e ool ur plegaredad...
s feg partat! ex  begy Sheppice ol B el

lead & ooildpsed  obeshy fwplugse | comsd  alwags

b Db thop  and il ned L agiat an oeglesce
&

A P PP TR T Y PR a-aia

'“r "-‘H‘.{-ﬁ. ™ hi':_:‘,' _______ AL Lea ol whic by goncts P"‘”’.E.’“" o]

oty o hovedess  prep\t hewe b meendally  of favh
mondsy  so By Joed L saend | lesd Grwaing P rbep.

Mo, of words _EL|

[5]

Cambridge O Level English Language 1123



Paper 2 — Reading

2  From your reading of paragraph 2, decide which one of the following statements is trug and |

tick tr]a box you have chosan. Tﬂ:
It takes a long time to buy a family meal in a supermarket.

Students can juggle part-time work with their studies. 1/’

Fathers never take part-ime jobs. [1]

3  From paragraph 4, select and wrile down two opinions. i
One apinion is .. twtetalihy  Cawet | decense | he | opou ik

Another opinion is .,,‘:’:!"*'-*‘-':1 i
less  Aiwe lo  Load win Kewily ]

4 From your own knowledge or experience, give two examples of ‘valuable recreational
excursions' for families. Do not refer to specific examples in the passage in your answer.

One example is ‘"5““} B N i
e e e T 1

-

Another example i ;’f“hi‘ﬁafr--.’ri‘ﬁhp_ﬂl“*"”frﬂ“"'h‘pn--' ats s,

...... " P ST T oIS L 1
Total for Section 1 [25]
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Examiner comment — grade E

1 (a) Candidates were asked to select advantages of extended shopping hours from Paragraphs 2 and
3. The candidate selected two points from Paragraph 2: that more jobs are created and that more
income is provided for the shop owner. The candidate selected two points from Paragraph 3: people
have more time to browse, and shopping is a form of relaxation.

The candidate had then to select the disadvantages of extended shopping hours as outlined in
Paragraphs 4 and 5. The candidate selected only one point from Paragraph 4: children miss out on
excursions with their families. A reference was made to childhood obesity but no link was made to
lack of exercise and, in any case, the dependent point that children are not taken to parks (because
they are shopping instead) was not made. The candidate referred to the fact that employers cannot
always be in the store but made no link to the consequence, which is that he would have to appoint
a deputy in his absence. An irrelevant point about people saving money was made. 5/15

(b) The candidate had to use selected content points to write a summary in own words and in formal
continuous of the advantages and disadvantages of extended shopping hours. The candidate’s
attempt was fairly close to text wording and awkward in many places. Around fourteen serious errors
were made, including missing article, wrong word used for context, several sentence separation
errors, noun used instead of adjective, missing subject, missing preposition, wrong plural form,
wrong verb form and wrong preposition. The candidate was therefore given a mark for language
which was below average. 2/5

2 The candidate had to indicate the correct statement from a choice of three statements, and correctly
chose the second one: students can juggle part-time work with their studies. 1/1

3 The candidate had to select two opinions from Paragraph 4 and selected neither of these, writing instead
one of the statements which was in fact a content point for the summary: that family bonds are destroyed.
The other response given made little sense and suggested lack of comprehension on the part of the
candidate. 0/2

4 The candidate had to link reading of the passage with own knowledge or experience by giving examples
of 'valuable recreational excursions’. One answer offered was valid, being a trip to the zoo, but the second
was incorrect as it referred to taking part in school, and not family, activities. 1/2

Total mark awarded = 9 out of 25
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Section 2: Reading for meaning
Section 2: Reading for Meaning
Read Passage 2 in the insert and answer all the guestions below in the order set.

From paragraph 1
5 ({a) Whatwas going to happen to the baby in the moming?

........... OO £}

|

(c] After the writer was told that Octavia was well, what two aspects of her behaviour
showed her nervousness?

B e

| R et Ry R e R

-2

From paragraph 2

& (a) What twe things worried the writer about the way in which Octavia might have been
treated in hospital?

(i)

|

cenese[2]
{b) Why do vou think that “eadier thasa things had saemed trivial?

...... e D e

........... e e A P N e ety sctmir s ]
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From paragraph 3

T (a) The writer was worried about Octavia’s “inactivity’ in hospital. Pick out and write down
the single word used in the paragraph which continues the idea of ‘inactivity'.

...................... ST PO, | |
(b) Forwhat two reasons was it now ‘imperative’ for the writer to see her baby?
Y oot i s AT e e
BEY:  oirimmpicm otk e ek ntemt b s el
................ s i b e e
From paragraph 4
8 Explain fully the ‘silly risk’ the senior nurse had laken.
............... N L PR
From paragraph 5
8 (a) Why do you think the nurses greeted the writer ‘nervoushy?
-[1]

{b)} The nurses had ‘that whole bullding behind them' whereas the writer had nothing except
her ‘intention’. Without copying from the passage, explain In your own words whal
this means.

)

{c) How did the senior nurse show that she was annoyved with the writer?

...................... =it
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From paragraph & | Fer
10 The surgeon was ‘white with anger’. Why do you think he was angry? Lse

.. i )|

From the whole passage

11 Choose five of the following words, For each of them give one word or short phrase (of not
mare than saven words) which has the same meaning that the word has in the passage.

vehemence (line 16)
summaoning {line 18)
tedious (line 28)
hardened (line 33)

paignancy (line 4)
appointed (line &)
copiously (line 10}
precccupied (line 11)

o L0 P
o B gn

Five words chosen
{from list above)

Ll i [ i | [1]

PR et oo el KL e e M SR 0 st et l

£ SRR S i SO I i )
1 Tl WP — RSSO I | |
b i s | R el 11

5]
Total for Section 2 [25]
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Insert

Passage 2 - The Hospital

1

The night before my baby's operation | lay awake anxiously; in the morning | packed her
pitifully small requirernents and we went to the hospital. She cried when they took her away.
The world had contracted to the small size of her face and her clenching, waving hands; the
poignancy was intolerable. | went away, and walked around outside the hospital for hours.
When | went back at the appointed time, the senior nurse told me that the operation had been
successiul and that Octavia was well. | could not believe that a mere recital of facts could
thus change my fate; | stood there dumbly, wondering whether she had got the wrong nama,
the wrong data, the wrong message. When | got round to speaking, | asked if | could see
hear, and they said to come back in the moming, as she was still unconscicus. Such was my
nervousness that | did not ask again to see her. | went home and wept copiously.

It was only then that | began to be precccupied with certain details about which | had not
previously dared to think. Would there be a nurse with Octavia at all imes? Would they feed
her propery? Earlier thesa things had seemed trivial, but now their imponance swelled in
my mind. Bacause the threal of fatality had been removed, life seemed 1o have gone back 1o
normal. It was the strangenass more than the pain, | thought, that would afflict her, for sha
liked nobody but me, and strangers she disliked with noisy vehemence.

When | went round in the moming, the senior nurse told me that Octavia was comfortable.
Summeoning some courage, | asked to see her, but was told that was impossible. ‘She will
settle in more happily il she doesn't see you,' she said. | didn't like the sound of that wond
‘sellle’; it suggested complete inactivity. I'm afraid that for such small infants we don't allow
any visiting at all; she continued. Cetavia had never been setfled in her short life, and |
pictured her lyving there in a state of lethargy. Furthermore, it was now imperative o see her.
Already, we had endured the longest separation of our lives, and | began to see it stretching
away, indefinitely prolonged. Why would they not let me see the child? Had the operaticn not
been a success?

The senior nurse showed me the surgeon’s report. Although it was nothing but a mass of
technicalities to me, | felt better; for all the senior nurse knew, | might have had enough
madical knowledge to undarstand the report and she would not have taken that silly risk. By
this time | could tell that she considered my behavicur to be tedious, and | left.

But | had been outside the hospital for only a few moments when | thought of my baby's
possible distress, and | went back inside, Two junior nurses greeted me nervously, repeating
the eadier message, but | 1old them | had no intention of not seeing my baby. Their voices
hardenad. They had that whole building behind them and | had nothing behind me except
my intention. Just then, the senior nurse returnad. ‘Well, well, you're back again, she said.
She ok my arm and began to push ma towards the door. Al first | was unable 1o resist her
physical propulsion, but then she took hold of my elbow and started to exert greater pressure,
s0 | started to scream. | screamed very loudly, shutting my eyes to do it, and listened in
amazement to the deafening noise. Once | had started, | could not stop. | stood there,
motionless, screaming, whilst they shook me and yelled that | was upsetting everyone.

Through the noise | could hear things happening and | falt | had to keep doing this until they laet
me sea her, Inside my head it was red and black and very hot. After a whila | heard someaona
shouting above the din: "For goodness sake, tell her she can see her baby! | instantly stopped
and opened my eves. | looked at the breathless circle surrounding me: the surgeon himself
locking white with anger; the senior nurse crying; the junior nurses looking stunned. It was as
though | had opened my eyes on a whole new narrative in which | myseli had taken no part.
But | had no interest in their story; | wished to know only my own. 'Of course you can see the
baby, said the surgaon, kindly, | will take you to see her myself’
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Paper 2 — Reading

Mark scheme

Passage 2
Question 5 from paragraph 1
(a) she was going {Into hospital) to have an operation [1]
she was going into hospital (alone) =0
(b} Look for ideas of (i) small size of baby / her clothes (i) limited requirements when going into
hospital (ili) mother's feelings for baby /' baby's condition [2]
[i} herclothes / things / stuff were small [f she was small / just/ only a baby f young
{li} =hewouldn't need much {in hospital)
her requirements were small = 0 (N)

{iii) the mother fell sorrow [ anguish  the baby was vulnerable [ pathetic / weak

pity / pitiabie / pififul efc = 0 (N) anxiefy / worry = 0
She was going inta hospital = O{N) in either limb

Accept any two of three for one mark each

{c} (i} she couldn't speak /she stood (there) dumbly / was speechless [11
I stood there dumbly = 0. Person must be changed from 1st to 3rd.
She got round fo speaking = O{N)

Any reference to ‘cowld not believe that @ mere recital of facts' or ‘wondering whether
she had got the wrong name ete.’ = OfN)

(i) she did not ask again o see her baby / Octavia [1]
She did not ask fo see her (alone) = 0
She did not ask again to sea her = 0 Object must be supplied,
I did not ask again o see her' = 0. Person must be changed from first to third.

Two correct answers in one limb = 1 mark max.
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Question 6 from paragraph 2
[a) (i) {she worned that) Octavia / the baby / she would not have a nurse with her at all times /f
that Octavia / tha baby / she would be left alone |/ (wondered) iff'whather thara would ba
a nurze with Octavia (or not) at all times [1]
(i) (she worried that) Octavia / the baby / she would not be fad properly // that the nurses |
staff would not feed Octavia [ the baby propedy // (wondered) iffwhether the baby would
be fed properly (or not) [1]

Lift of Would there be nurse ... ¥ or 'Would they feed her propery?’ = 0,
Candidales must distil the answer,

Any prefix of ‘would there', even withouwt & question mark =0
(b} she / Octavia might not have got better /¥ she might have died /¥ she had much greater / life-
threatening problems /f sha was concarned about her survival /f there had baen a threal of
fatality [1]

Any reference to having an operation (alona) = 0(N)

ohe had other serious / imporfant things fo worry about = OfN)

{c) Thisis an OWN WORDS QUESTION. Key words are THREAT and FATALITY.
FATALITY: death ! not surviving [/ dying / loss [1]
THREAT: idea ! possibility / likellhood / chance / danger / risk ffear [1]
Accept fatality idea in reverse, e.qg. there was no danger to Octavia's | her life, = 2
The possibility that Octavia would die had been taken away. = 2
Dctavia wasn't going to die. /¥ Sha had survived. = 2
The chance thal Oclavia would bacome worse had been taken away. = 1

COctavia wowld become maore i, = ()
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Question 7 from paragraph 3

(a) lethargy 1]
Give 0 if more than one word iz offered. Accept the use of the correct word in a phrase or
santence provided that it is underlined or otherwise highlighted. lgnore mis-spelling.

(b) (i) She had never been separated from Octavia  her for so long (before) /f she and Octavia

{ they had endured the longest separation of thair lives [1]

Meeds idea of both parties

Lift of 'we had endured the longest separation of our lives’ = 0, Candidates must distil ithe
answer,

Reference fo 'seeing separation strefching away, indefinitely profonged” = OfN)
Refarance to lying in a state of lethargy” = 0{W)

(i) (she thought) the operation had nol bean a success//she wanted proof that the
oparation had bean a success {f sha didn't know whethar (or not) the oparation had baan
a success [ she thought the nurses / doctors were hiding something from her [1]

Lift of ‘had the operation not been a success?’ = OfN). Candidates must distil the answer.

Two corract answers in one limb = ona mark max,

Question 8 from paragraph 4

(i) showing the writer / her the surgeon's / doclor's report(s) (1]

(ii} when she/l/the wrter might hawve had medical knowledge/might have been able to
undarstand it // it might not have baan a mass of lechnicalities to her [ the writer // the nurse
didn't know if the writer had medical knowledge [/ would understand it / the report [1]
The senior nurse showed me the surgeon’s report = OfN)

The repart was a mass of fechnicalities = O{N)
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Question 9 from paragraph 5

(a)

()

(c)

Accept any sensible inference concemed with either writer's possible aclions or nurses’
status e.g. They were afraid / thought / knew she might make a fuss i/ they were afraid |
knew [ thought she was going lo ask lo sae her baby (again) /[ the senior nurse was nolt
there (to deal with it) / they were [only) junior f inexperienced nurses [1]
They were nervous / fearful / afraid / angry / wormed she would get upsel (alone) = 0 (N)

They didnt know what to say / what was going to happen = 0 (N)

They were airaid of the senior nurse 7 the surgeon / the wrifer = (YN)

Thiz iz not a conventional own words question, but look for re-casting of WHOLE BUILDING
BEHIND THEM and INTENTION for 1 mark each. Do not insist on synonym for ‘whole’, but
idea must be included.

WHOLE BUILDING BEHIND THEM : weight of authaority / hospital rules / managers | other
nurses [ doctors [ staff // they were part of a big organisation /! had the support of the (entire)
hospital [1]
Literal maaning (alonae), 8.g. hospital = 0

They had support (alone) = 0

INTENTION: desire [ wishes / determination ( purposa / aim [ want / will / thing(s) in mind
Jdrive [1]
reason = 0

she pushed her // she propelled her towards the door f she started to push her [1]

ohe took hold of her elbow (alone) = 0 She fook my arm and began fo push me =0
{Needs 3rd person)

She pushed (slone) = ({N) She pulled = (WW) She pushed her out = 0fW)

Refarance to ‘weall you're back' = (yN)
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Question 10 from paragraph &

He thought the mother / writer should have been allowed to see her baby / should not have been
tumed away by the senior nurse / nursas /f should not have had to scream / make a fuss in order (o
soa her baby /i the nurses hadn't allowad her / the writar to sea her baby /' the nurses had allowad /
caused the commotion [ fuss [1]

Focus must be on the behaviour of the nurses and not the writer but accept incidental references to
the writer being upset, e.q.

The nurses hadn't allowed her to see her baby and 50 she was screaming = 1
Because the writer had been screaming and the nurses hadn't allowed her fo see her baby =0

The nurses hadn't allowed her to see her baby and the writer had been screaming = 0

Question 11 from the whole passage

1. Mark only the first FIVE words attempted.

2. For each word attemptad, mark the first answer only when mare than one answer is offerad, A
comma or the word 'or' indicates a second attempL

3. Fortwo answers joined by 'and’, allow one comect answer if the other answer is not whaolly wrong
but neutral, &.q. "boring and Irritating’ for tedious’.

4. For a short phrase answer, mark the first savan words only (RUBRIC). Credif a comact element
within this limit.

5. Ignore mis-spelling If the word |s phanatically recognisable.

6. Ignore errors of tense and grammatical form but only if the meaning is cormect.

7. If answers are numbered and the question-word has been given as well, credit a correct answer
even if the numbering does not agres.

8. Tick only correct answers. No need fo cross wrong answers but if all answers are incorrect put

one cross only in the bottom corner,

(See words and eguivaients overaar,)
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Word

1 mark

0 mark

1. poignancy (line 4}

zadness [ emotion / pain / hurt / feeling / pathos
{ heartbreak | distress | sorrow / agony / misery
f griaf

cruelty / upset / worry /
anxiely

2. appointed (line 5)

(pre-larranged [ official / assigned [ designated
{ chosen ! planned [ scheduled / elected /
selected [ given / provided / discussed
previously / prescribed [ required / (pre-)
determined ( fixed / sal / aliocatad | booked /

promised [ exact
necessary / neaded
actual

{ up /f thinking solely / gnly / engrossed |
absorbed

agreed [ specified [ right / stated
3. copioushy extensivaly [ lots ! a great deal / uncontrallably | constantly / continuously
{line 10) profusaly ! many tears / abundantly / in floods rapaatadly / excessivaly /
too much
4. preoccupiad distracted / taken up / obsessed / hungupon/ | surrounded [ fillad /
(ling 11) wrapped up in X concerned (with) [ taken over | overwhelmed / overcome

engulfed ! busy with
thinking about

5. vehemence
{line 16)

anger / rage / fury [ passion [ intensity /
forcafulness / strangth (of fealing)

dislike ! resentmeant

6. summoning

gatherng / mustering // calling up / oo / upon

calling { building / bringing

detarmined [ stealy / uncompromising /
authoritative [ toughened

{line 18) gelling together | conjuring / dredging (up) / gaining / demanding /

rousing / raising showing / collecting

7. ledious boring / dull f wearisome / a drag / liresome nuisance [ iritating /

{line 29) annoying / immature | slow
repetitive / atrocious [
monMonous

8. hardened tbecame) stern [ harsh [ resolute { resolved / loud / angry { powerful /

{line 33) firm / strict / severs / unbending / unyialding / deap / serious [ strong //

ralsed [ stifenad
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Example candidate response — grade A
Section 2: Reading for Meaning
Read Passage 2 in the insert and answer all the guestions below in the order set. Lise
Fram paragraph 1
5 (a) Whatwas going to happen to the baby in the morning?
B aBA.. '%n,ufj e dament... o .ﬂ?lﬂ".&.'b.ﬂﬁ& ..................

e A s e . [1]
(b Explain fully wiy r.ha baby's requirements are described as ‘pitifully small’.

Des . wan MLWM#*‘J& _____ PRy Tﬂ'-m ........

A ::uuLfLa %Mﬂhﬂ ’Mi""ﬂh ""-"*"' ..[2]

(e) After the writer was told that Octavia was well, what two aspects of her behaviour
showed her nervousness?

m ﬁ Shoed e r:hm}::htm% ..... shoclied Haod

_l:-ur-!

e Matr . Mos. saate.  lomars... k. t"--m:. mﬂ AL

Shar. .ﬂaﬂ M-ﬁ'. Aall... a.ﬂﬂ.d.m _tilﬁr_ﬁ'.. Wﬁaﬁﬁ"ﬁf Pheisiiia

From paragraph 2

6 (a) What two things worried the writer abm.lt the way In which Octavia might have bean
treated in hospital?

mkﬁ. ﬂ:.hu.fm S -1 Hm.m. .
([ Sl onles.ed).. ml'ln.r.ﬂ*.;d i?n#m“-..;uw 1:@.-
M----F.--Hfi’fl‘s&.-_ﬁf PR s s— )

(b) Why do you think that ‘earier these things_had seemed trJi.lral"-‘

(c) E:-:piam In yaur own wnrds whg,r 'Ffa suanmd to have gone back 1o normal’.
Moyt Har. ok 0o Suse... Yoad . e L.

mﬂﬁgf w ...... s glat.. s, e diened.. oond....
wﬂw ..... Py ul-.&y ..... kit S -
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Paper 2 — Reading

From paragraph 23

7 (&) The writer was worried about Dctavia's ‘inactivity’ in hospital. Plck out and write down
the single word used in the paragraph which continues the idea- of inactivity'.

L-e.f‘kaxgg ..... ]

(b) Forwhat two reasons was it now ‘imperative’ for the writer 1o see herbaby?

M She..bed Ao lar Y. J.n.amt Seperatien. santla

(i) Tl o dsa. &muhﬁ m....m;.!ﬁeﬂmx---m_sfma&w
ladl beom.. v r.aaﬂ:(-:‘& W A s . 2]
From paragraph 4

8 Explain fully the ‘silly risk’ the senior nurse had taken.
et Yad. Shasno. Mor v ieq. Yat . Suracems.. feaxk. mol.

nswcing.. B toad. gt Lad. Lnccigh. mf\.«im&%c
T vedecstand i

From paragraph 5
8 (a) Why do you think the nurses greeted the writer ‘nervoushy?
Lku.} AT YT LA SR A szt omd. did. mli‘ havee.
v, 2 XREALOEL. Inn. m’%ﬂh‘n&hﬂ"r .................. SR 1) &
{b) The nurses had ‘that whole building behind them' whereas the writer had nothing excapt

her ‘intention’. Without copying from the passage, explain in your own words what
this means.

Tos marses. Soedl Bk aup;. ﬂ: LA O P
!a.ul_ﬂwﬂ.wﬁhwj ,,,,, L. ,wnﬁw adeele, Het wrilers. rmac.
B WA B IR .Ln.ej ..... bbfmr: ..... Mvjaqm

tﬂﬁmm ............................................................................................................. [1]
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From paragraph 6 I
Exembars

10 The surgeon was ‘white with anger’. Why do you think he-was angry? U

Tha ke woll.. socaded] om. Arssphcct...q %—umwpl.d:r.
Mur.!.‘:j end Sokurbasacs.. .. Shorlolng o, 3-;-.4‘-{.-.:7 ..........

From the whole passage

11 Choose five of the following words. For each of them give one word or short phrase (of not
more than seven words) which has the same meaning that the w!:ln:l has in the passags.

1. polgnancy (line 4) 5. wvehemence (lina 16)
2. appointad (line 5) 6. summoning (line 18)
3. copioushy (line 10) 7. tedious {line 29)

4. presccupied (line 11) 8. hardanad (lina 33)
Frve words chosen ,

{from list abova)

m._.@.?a].mﬁdi, ........ bmami&tc.ﬂk e, ﬁ*‘“—ﬂ’“m .......... [1]

® a::.uwmmmﬂ ..... ﬂvwhumﬁ [1]
o dediews | i v nnpmna g |10

@ nand amed m;.?ﬂﬂ.c:& daad.. ‘*“"fj eereene | ]
M. preacied.... . hb;f.»-,ﬂﬁ \renrting |

[1]

[5]

Total for Section 2 [25]

Cambridge O Level English Language 1123 83



Paper 2 — Reading

Examiner comment — grade A

5

10

1"

(a) The candidate answered correctly that the baby was going to have an operation in the morning. 1/1

(b) The candidate wrote, correctly, that the baby was small, but did not make either of the other two
possible points: that she needed very little (focus on the other aspect of ‘small’) or that she felt sorry
for the baby (focus on “pitifully’). 1/2

(c) The candidate answered correctly that she did not speak and also that she did not ask again to see
the baby. 2/2

(a) The candidate answered correctly that the writer was worried whether or not there would be a nurse
with the baby and whether or not she would be fed properly. 2/2

(b) The candidate failed to get behind the ideas of this question, referring only to a lift in the passage
about these things only being able to be considered when the outcome of the operation was known.
This did not answer the question. 0/1

(c) The candidate offered a correct synonym for ‘threat’ i.e. ‘danger’, but made no attempt at re-casting
what type of threat the baby was free of, i.e. ‘fatality’ or ‘death’. 1/2

(a) The candidate gave the correct quotation, i.e. ‘lethargy’. 1/1

(b) The candidate wrote correctly that the writer and the baby had endured the longest separation of
their lives, and also correctly that she worried whether the operation had been a success or not. 2/2

The candidate wrote correctly that the nurse showed the writer the surgeon’s report but did not write that
she might have understood it, although she didn't, writing instead the opposite idea, i.e. that she did in
fact understand it. This was a distortion of the correct answer. 1/2

(a) The candidate made an acceptable inference here, i.e. that the nurses were only junior nurses,
which would account for their nervousness. 1/1

(b) The candidate offered a correct synonym for the idea of ‘intention’, i.e. ‘aim’, but offered ‘everyone’
as a synonym for ‘whole building behind them’ which was too vague for the idea of the staff, or the
doctors and nurses, or the authority of the hospital. 1/2

(c) The candidate merely quoted the words of the senior nurse: "You're back again’, rather than focusing
on the action of the senior nurse, namely that she pushed the writer towards the door. 0/1

The candidate wrote, incorrectly, that the writer had created ‘anarchy’, whereas the focus should have
been on the surgeon’s anger at the nurses’ refusal to allow the writer to see her baby. 0/1

The candidate wrote correctly ‘designated’ as a synonym for ‘appointed’ and ‘becoming strict” as a
synonym for ‘hardened’. However, ‘showing’ for ‘'summoning’, ‘childish’ for ‘tedious’ and ‘having thought'
for ‘preoccupied’ were incorrect. 2/5

Total mark awarded = 15 out of 25
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Paper 2 — Reading

Example candidate response — grade C
Section 2: Reading for Meaning i
[Exarimasy
Read Passage 2 in the Insert and answer all the questions below in the order set. s
From paragraph 1

5 (a) 1;5’]1?*1 was going to happen to the baby in tha morning?

OSSN TS P O 9 S S| O
| R AR o L T e NP T oo B . S £ |

(b} Explain fully why the baby’s requirements ara described as ‘pitifully smalr’,
PP WS R W L S S = A
““Liﬁ“g‘[’ﬁ“ﬁ@éhﬂrﬁﬁi:ﬂi_‘r&* Ces S .-
= Y S PO TTRE RN Y. [ E < LI

After the writer was toid that Octavia was well, what two aspects of her behaviour
ghowed her nervousness?

0] %ﬁa#thwﬂ—h&i!rhhﬁv’rﬁ&w ...... RN S

e i ';L-.lht"‘ﬂ% b, W 1 2 T L S ST EHNPH.
i e ﬂ ,_m,_'w’n‘[f. ek H ’1&

M Fteh et ek gk ..@nflm.&‘} .....

From paragraph 2

6 (a) What two things worried the writer about the way in which Octavia might have been
treated in hospital?

0] Mwa[ﬁ{‘%wﬂkk ...... whithar B et Lo il Ockio
o an bews e e et esmnees

{b) Why do you think that "earlier these things had seamed trivial'? it bl o fia i
The .H.Jk?:.......ﬁ!ﬂé:...‘.'sﬁkh..ﬁﬁz.@..1‘1:....es."a-.-.ih....g.—sl.,..I.%r.é..&.::r....Lg,gn...f:m..i'm‘:a;.-g ....... 1]

(c) E:q::laih}r 'life s=emed to have gone back to normaf'.

%ﬁhﬂﬁ.hw*hﬁﬂh%i‘i“‘i“"lr ..y

oo gnd sbaid abek  sisle & hee et Mo spenbion

i vl o Aiag s rtatdn 2]
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Paper 2 — Reading

From paragraph 3

7 {(a) The writer was worred about Octavia's ‘inactivity' in hospital. Pick out and write down
the single word used in the paragraph which continues the idea of ‘inactivily'.

{b) For what two reasons was it now ‘imperative’ for the writer to see her baby?
@) The bese BU Ao el Bk tdhis s b pere hapey
e dowsth se Lo Haalue he i e
iy T meen . dbesh M b W N o S e

From paragraph 4
8  Explain fully the 'silly risk’ the seniornurse had takan.

hs
Stwio wnese, . fe sherabh hee | sumteds  vegek: o odwie, Mg useally.....

||||||||||||

FRL Y ¥

S O T TP o T O S O W PR SO

From paragraph 5
g8 {a) Why do you think the nurses greeted the writer ‘nervously'?

The odle, het  dewad bnd He s el sos bhe b
pit | ateyey e 54"-..sng}*:é:.-.-.xa:m...!slﬂh.;h:....mrh ..... TSN | |
{b) The nurses had 'that whole bullding behind them’ whereas the writer had nothing except

her Sintention’. Without copying from the passage, explain in your own words what
this means.

E" B W HE k‘tp'-H bt meems acd e sl b

¥ SO ST O PN Yo SO 7 1P Sl W T
his  buddeh  bep  achiaved, bbb {6 see odim o 2]

------------------------------------------------------
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From paragraph 8 For
Examiierk
10 The surgeon was 'white with anger’. Why do you think he was angry? Lise
T oo bk b Lt o, Shilh... ok e e
il !h.: I.mL Iiefamih. ab  Fhe h-&Ft
bk B vules P TR <l O ¢ ¥ S o e YT T —— []

From the whola passage

11 Choose five of the following words. For each of them give one word or short phrase (of not
more than saven words) which has the same meaning that the word has in.the passage.

YAy poignancy (line 4) %.5. vehemenca (ling 16)
“3, appointad {iine 5) 6. summoning (line 18)
3. copiously (line 10) 7. tedious (line 29)
4. preoccupied (line 11) .  hardened (line 33)
Fhve words choson
(from list above) Fihvwet
@ . oppe gl | 8 Eﬂs.t.ﬂ.f.ﬁ ............... [1]
@ . hacdeel (1]
(3 ....Ef.gi?.m‘{:} ................ [1]
. tedons I []
?ruu,uilft.a., ;
1@%? .............. T’“;jﬂ’ [-“.'-d..-.‘-“H"L.....,,,.,.,.... ..... s [ TH)
[5]
Total for Section 2 [25]
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Paper 2 — Reading

Examiner comment — grade C

5

10

1"

(a) The candidate answered correctly that the baby was going to have an operation in the morning. 1/1

(b) The candidate wrote, correctly, that the baby was small, but went on to write that her clothes were
cheap, instead of the correct answer that she needed very little (focus on the other aspect of ‘small’)
or that she felt sorry for the baby (focus on “pitifully’). 1/2

(c) Instead of writing correctly that the writer neither spoke nor asked to see her baby again, the
candidate lifted irrelevant sections of the text: ‘she thought the nurse had the wrong name’ and ‘she
went home and wept copiously’. 0/2

(a) The candidate wrote, correctly if awkwardly, that the writer ‘thought whether there would be a nurse
with the baby’. However, the second part of the question was answered by another question, which
was insufficient to be considered correct. 1/2

(b) The candidate wrote incorrectly that the writer would take care of the baby, showing little
understanding of the question which had been asked. 0/1

(c) The candidate offered a correct synonym for ‘fatality’ i.e. ‘life’ idea, and a correct synonym for “threat,
i.e. 'risk’. 2/2

(a) The candidate wrote ‘settle’ instead of the correct answer ‘lethargy’. 0/1

(b) For part of the answer the candidate copied an irrelevant section of the text. i.e. ‘the nurse said that
for such small babies visiting was not allowed’. For the other part of the answer the point was made
that the baby would be happier if she didn't see her mother, which did not get behind the idea of
‘imperative for the writer’ in the question. 0/2

The candidate wrote correctly that the nurse showed the writer the surgeon’s report but did not write that
she might have understood it, although she didn't, writing instead the opposite idea, i.e. that she did in
fact have medical knowledge. This was a distortion of the correct answer. 1/2

(a) The candidate inferred correctly that the nurses were worried that the writer might force her way in
to see the baby. 1/1

(b) The candidate offered a correct synonym for ‘intention’, i.e. ‘she had made up her mind’ but offered,
incorrectly, ‘everyone’ as a synonym for ‘the building’ meaning the staff, or the authorities, or the
doctors and other nurses. 1/2

(c) The candidate wrote, correctly, that the senior nurse began to push the writer towards the door. 1/1

The candidate wrote, incorrectly, that the writer was making a fuss, whereas the focus should have been
on the surgeon’s anger at the nurses’ refusal to allow the writer to see her baby. 0/1

The candidate wrote correctly ‘suggested’ for ‘appointed’. ‘Louder’ for ‘hardened’, ‘continuously’ for
‘copiously’, ‘annoying’ for ‘tedious’ and ‘get busy with' for ‘preoccupied’ were all incorrect. 1/5

Total mark awarded = 10 out of 2b
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Paper 2 — Reading

Example candidate response — grade E

Section 2: Reading for Meaning F
Exarminary
Read Passage 2 in the insart and answer all the quastions below in the.order sel. iy

From paragraph 1

5 (a) What was going to happen o the baby in the morning?

he Salk hote Jokes dn Hhe
....MLFAFE.&,(E e i ﬁz Eng’naw ]

(b) Explain fully why the baby's requirements are described as ‘pitifully small’,

B R T

: a2
{c) After the writer was told that Octavia was well, what two aspecis of her behaviour
showed Rer nervousnessT
M) ..aresteo M[—ke.w

Mlﬁﬂfmm«x&h _____ ,sftﬂu‘u‘u f.-urﬂt.y" eabed

- alie Coe §

Lok,
W o e wvl"rﬁw

From paragraph 2

6 (a) What two things worried the writer aboul the way in which Oclavia might have been
treated in hospital?

0] WMﬂuhﬁﬂzﬁﬁﬁﬂ"haﬁahﬂfE% ,,,,,,
it Oclavia ot all Cuesr
i Awalk meﬂ %ﬁ,ﬂ Aeed e

{b) Why do you think that ‘eadier these things had seemed trivial'?

Wale Ne. Yoo cavte ear | o Wisn, noanl® [1]
Weremd Ybo e \ihe EH'- thie \emio:
{e) Explain in your own words why 'life seemed to have gone back to normarl’,

(_‘?"-A ......... LS. b%ﬂﬁﬂ%ﬁn DL mﬁﬁﬁrgsr ......
o Mee Uﬁf‘f— *B:"T "Hiu:ﬁ TN TN NV, TP
{ﬂmt:ﬂttjﬂﬂ—'é ..... LA fle«mma.l;mm D el
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Paper 2 — Reading

From paragraph 3

7 (a) The writer was worried about Octavia's ‘inactivity' in hospital. Pick out and write down
the single word used in the paragraph which continues the idea of inactivity'.

- w5 ol CS T 1]

(b) For what two reasons was It now ‘imperative’ for the writer to see her baby?

i) %k""%gﬁ-}%eﬂa \(\ﬁ«i MMH&L ........
A Al aedn ..... oo ol Hheiv Unes .

@ 26

o Lﬁi‘v-'ﬁ L?,La,f:; 1 atlede ol
From paragraph 4

8  Explain fully the "silly rizk’ the senlor nurse had taken.

% LR vwf%a &"vmwe.:g..% Wﬂ'l‘ﬂ‘—f L”Exqr
Swﬁmw vgﬁ;wt e il sould: ﬁ

dre wiowld wot howe \alon Haigl (il

Fmpﬂrﬂmpﬁher Lot Telk ha pene: aohae il T

9 (a) Why do you think the nurses greeted the writer ‘nervously'?
Alos Sedee cavie. . the vucses..cqals told.

Bz 1(?,&, Lo i‘i#" M .. ‘mrﬁv’ LG, -«—&P’ [11
See iho ‘ool

{b) The nurses had ‘that whole huﬂdlng behind tham’ whereas the writer had nothing except

her ‘intention’. Without copying from the passage, explain in your own words what

this means.
ol e arte s, s

. I?-.L.....'!-:‘E‘.‘:—ﬂ:ﬂ:""‘-—"‘h. L
TS I T J:E a2 Buikeole. boucLLi
..... ’L{ W&‘% Aﬂﬂ.h—dﬁ-ﬂﬁ"" e, ﬂfﬂ.'r%}rﬁkﬁ

e mriVer wos Lavina. enda te
T renhens e LEMJ‘TE}-L '{ M\Ja‘ E}LJ‘?T\LLE“ e

(¢} How did the senior nurse show that she was annoyed with the writer?

ﬁ‘m,en Eﬁhﬁﬂr Aavy fe mmqﬁhkﬂﬂr ...........
@ dedy }'Er ..... Ot ’]f!? E%L% ......... 1]
U'..\_P_ Sod ¥ [“‘l.‘_'!?.-«!-f’ J'rl:: ':'k-f]l-xt.. oy,
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Paper 2 — Reading

From paragraph B e
10 The surgscn was ‘white with anger’, Why do you think he was angry? e
ke 4 1JM_EEH@F—_1%LWL-_+1— ...... -
it b ser e fouye e v thieEr v S

shipul e Lopited suad dithur bl Ll
ﬁmmnmnmﬁjﬂgﬂ*ﬂk' '

11 Choosa five of e following woeds, For esch of them give ong word of short phrass {of not
mors than sevan wandkz) whech has the sams maaning that e wand has in e peEss]s.

1. poignancy (e 4) 5 wehamenos {line 16}
2. appointed line 5] B summoring fine 18}
4 copioushs Jins 10) 7. tadious (ne 28)
4, preatcupied (line 11} B hardened (line X3}
Five words chosen ]

[ N — ol

mﬂ.i;.'?ﬂ‘:'hmlll.'ﬂ;‘:! _....a_'!.':-.:.E.:E'.l.c..-_ .................................................... 1]
QO o= = TR TR N J‘l..fi_ ..................................................... [1]

R Ve P ) EJ‘:?W—«% ....................................................... 1]

T A LA L e e e e e e [1]
| R e — ——t AU
[=]
Tetal for Sactien 2 (25]
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Paper 2 — Reading

92

Examiner comment — grade E

5

10

1"

(a)
(b)
(c)

(a)

(b)
(c)

(a)

(b)

The candidate answered correctly that the baby was going to have an operation in the morning. 1/1
The candidate introduced the question but did not answer it. 0/2

The candidate answered correctly that she did not ask again to see the baby but wrote wrongly that
when she did get around to speaking she asked to see her baby, rather than that she didn’t speak
atall. 1/2

The candidate answered both questions with other questions. Questions do not answer questions.
Some re-shaping of the text into statement form was required. 0/2

The candidate answered correctly that earlier there had been a threat to the baby’s life. 1/1

The candidate offered a correct synonym for ‘fatality’ i.e. ‘life’ idea, but repeated ‘threat’ which was
the word to be re-cast. 1/2

The candidate wrote ‘settle’ instead of the correct answer ‘lethargy’. 0/1

The candidate wrote correctly that the writer and the baby had endured the longest separation of
their lives, but incorrectly lifted a section which did not answer the question, i.e. the baby had never
been settled in her short life and the writer could picture her lying in a state of lethargy, instead of
the correct idea that she thought the operation had not been a success. 1/2

The candidate wrote correctly that the nurse showed the writer the surgeon’s report but did not write that
she might have understood it, writing instead the stem of the question, i.e. that she thought the nurse
would not have taken such a silly risk rather than defining why it was a silly risk. 1/2

(a)

(b)

(c)

The candidate repeated the stem of the question, i.e. the nurses said the writer could not see the
baby, instead of making an inference such as they were worried the writer would make a fuss or get
upset, or that they were only junior nurses. 0/1

The candidate repeated the words to be re-cast in this own words question, i.e. ‘had the building
behind them’ and ‘intention’. 0/2

The candidate wrote, correctly, that the senior nurse began to push the writer towards the door. 1/1

The candidate wrote, incorrectly, that the writer was making a fuss, whereas the focus should have been
on the surgeon'’s anger at the nurses’ refusal to allow the writer to see her baby. 0/1

The candidate wrote correctly ‘given’ for ‘appointed’, but incorrect responses for ‘tedious’ (‘silly’) and
‘hardened’ (‘stopped’). The other two possible answers were not attempted. 1/5

Total mark awarded = 8 out of 25
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