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AIMSweb Letter Naming Fluency 

Directions 
 

Letter Naming Fluency Standard Directions for 1-Minute Administration 
 
1.  Place the student copy in front of the student. 
 
2.  Place the examiner copy on a clipboard and position so the student cannot see what the 

examiner records. 
 
3.  Say these specific directions to the student: 
 

“Here are some letters (point to the student copy).  Begin here, (point to first letter) and 
tell me the names of as many letters as you can.  If you come to a letter you don’t know, 
I’ll tell it to you.  Are there any questions?  Put your finger under the first letter.  Ready, 
begin.”  

 
4.  Start your stopwatch.  If the student fails to say the first letter name after 3 seconds, tell 

the student the letter name and mark it as incorrect.  Point to the next letter to indicate 
for the child to move on. 

 
5.  If the student provides the letter sound rather than the letter name say, “Remember to 

tell me the name, not the sound it makes.”  This prompt may be given only once during 
the administration.  If the student continues providing the letter sounds, mark each as 
incorrect and indicate by making a note at the top of the examiner copy. 

 
6.  If a student does not get any correct letter names in the first 10 letters (1 row), 

discontinue the task and record a score of zero (0).  
 
7.  Follow along on the examiner copy.  Put a (/) through letters named incorrectly.   
 
8.  The maximum time for each letter is 3 seconds.  If a student does not provide the next 

letter within 3 seconds, tell the student the letter name and mark it as incorrect.  Point to 
the next letter and say, “What letter?” 

 
9.  At the end of 1 minute, place a bracket (]) after the last letter named and say, “Stop.”
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Benchmark Period #1 – Fall 
Grade 1 AIMSweb Letter Naming Fluency 

 

 
 

Total Corrects: ____________ 
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AIMSweb Letter Sound Fluency 
Directions 

 
Letter Sound Fluency Standard Directions for 1-Minute Administration 

 
1.  Place the student copy in front of the student. 
 
2.  Place the examiner copy on a clipboard and position so the student cannot see what the 

examiner records. 
 
3.  Say these specific directions to the student: 
 

“Here are some letters (point to the student copy).  Begin here, (point to first letter) and 
tell me the sound (with emphasis) of as many letters as you can.  If you come to a letter 
you don’t know, I’ll tell it to you.  Are there any questions?  Put your finger under the first 
letter.  Ready, begin.”  

 
4.  Start your stopwatch.  If the student fails to say the first letter sound after 3 seconds, tell 

the student the letter sound and mark it as incorrect.  Point to the next letter and say, 
“What sound” (with emphasis) to indicate for the child to move on. 

 
5.  If the student says the letter name rather than the letter sound say, “Remember to tell 

me the sound (with emphasis) the letter makes, not its name.”  This prompt may be 
given only once during the administration.  If the student continues providing the letter 
names, mark each as incorrect and indicate by making a note at the top of the examiner 
copy. 

 
6.  If a student does not get any correct letter sounds in the first 10 letters (1 row), 

discontinue the task and record a score of zero (0).  
 
7.  Follow along on the examiner copy.  Put a (/) through letters named incorrectly.   
 
8.  The maximum time for each letter is 3 seconds.  If a student does not provide the next 

letter sound within 3 seconds, tell the student the letter sound and mark it as incorrect.  
Point to the next letter and say, “what sound?” 

 
9.  At the end of 1 minute, place a bracket (]) after the last letter named and say, “Stop.”
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Notes and Observations: 
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Benchmark Period #1 – Fall 
Grade 1 AIMSweb Letter Sound Fluency 

 

 
 

Total Corrects: ____________ 
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AIMSweb Phoneme Segmentation Fluency 
Directions 

Phoneme Segmentation Fluency Standard Directions for 1-Minute 
Administration 

 
1.  Place the examiner copy on a clipboard and position so the student cannot see what the 

examiner records. 
 
2.  Say these exact directions to the student: 
  

“I’m going to say a word.  After I say it, I want you to tell me all the sounds in the word.  
So, if I say, “Sam,” you would say /s/ /a/ /m/.  Let’s try one (one-second pause).  Tell me 
the sounds in “mop.” 

 

Correct Response: 
If the student says, /m/ /o/ /p/ 

Incorrect Response: 
If the student gives any other response, you 

say 
 
Very good. 

The sounds in “mop” are /m/ /o/ /p/.  Your 
turn.  Tell me the sounds in “mop”. 

 
“Ok.  Heer is your first word.” 
 
3.  Give the student the first word and start your stopwatch.  If the student does not say a 

sound segment after 3 seconds, give the second word and score the first word as zero 
segments produced.   

 
4.  As the student says the sounds, mark the student response in the scoring column.  

Underline (_) each sound segment produced correctly.  Put a slash (/) through sounds 
produced incorrectly.   

 
5.  As soon as the student is finished saying the sounds, present the next word promptly 

and clearly. 
 
6.  The maximum time for each sound segment is 3 seconds.  If the student does not 

provide the next sound segment within 3 seconds, give the student the next word.  If the 
student provides the initial sound only, wait 3 seconds for elaboration. 

 
7.  At the end of 1 minute, stop presenting words and scoring further responses.  Place a 

bracket (]) after the last segment produced. Add the number of sound segments 
produced correctly.  Record the total number of sound segments produced correctly on 
the bottom of the scoring sheet. 

 
DISCONTINUE RULE:  If a student has not given any sound segments correctly in the first 

5 words, discontinue the task and record a score of zero (0). 
 
Note: Articulation and Dialect.  The student is not penalized for imperfect pronunciation due 

to dialect, articulation, or second language interference.  
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Benchmark Period #3 – Spring 
Grade 1 AIMSweb Reading Curriculum-Based Measurement 

 

 
 

Total Corrects: ____________ 
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Benchmark Period #3 – Spring 
Grade 1 AIMSweb Reading Curriculum-Based Measurement 

 

 
 

Total Corrects: ____________ 
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Benchmark Period #1 – Fall 
Grade 1 AIMSweb Phoneme Segmentation Fluency 

 

 
 

Total Corrects: ____________ 
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AIMSweb Nonsense Word Fluency 
Directions 

Nonsense Word Fluency Standard Directions for 1-Minute Administration 
 
1.  Place the practice items in front of the child.  
 
2.  Explain the task using these specific directions. 

“Look at this word (point to the first word on the practice probe).  It’s a make-believe 
word, not a real word.  All the letters have sounds: (point to the letter ‘b’) /b/, (point to the 
letter ‘I’) /i/, (point to the letter ‘m’) /m/.  Altogether the sounds are /b/ /i/ /m/ (point to 
each letter) or ‘bim’ (run your finger fast through the whole word).  Remember, it’s a 
made up word.  You can say the sounds of the letters, /b/ /i/ /m/ (point to each letter), or 
you can say the whole word ‘bim’ (run your finger fast through the whole word).  Be sure 
to say any sounds you know.   
 
Ready?  Let’s try one.  Read this word the best you can (point to the word ‘lat’).  Point to 
each letter and tell me the sound or tell me the whole word.”  

Correct Response: 
If the child responds ‘lat’ or with 
some or all of the sounds, say 

Incorrect Response: 
If the child does not respond within 3 seconds or 

responds incorrectly, say 
That’s right.  The 

sounds are /l/ /a/ /t/ or “lat’. 
Watch me (point to the letter ‘l) /l/, (point to the letter 

‘a’) /a/, (point to the letter ‘t’) /t/’.  Altogether the 
sounds are /l/ /a/ /t/ (point to each letter) or ‘lat’ (run 

your finger fast through the whole word).  Remember, 
you can say the sounds or you can say the whole 

word.  Let’s try again.  Read this word the best you 
can (point to the word ‘lat’).    

 
3.  Place the student copy in front of the child 
 “Here are some more make-believe words (point to the student probe).  When I say 

‘begin’, start here (point to the first word), go across the page (point across the page), 
and read the words the best you can.  Remember, you can tell me the sound of the 
letter or read the whole word.  Put your finger under the first word.  Ready, begin.” 

 
4.  Start your stopwatch.  If the student does not respond with a sound within 3 seconds, 

tell the student the sound and say, “next sound?”  If they don’t respond, or if they 
respond incorrectly, point to the next word. 

 
5.  If the student does not get any sounds correct in words 1-5, discontinue the task and 

record a score of zero (0).  
 
6.  Follow along on the examiner copy of the probe and underline each phoneme the 

student provides correctly, either in isolation or in the context of the nonsense word.  Put 
a slash (/) over each phoneme read incorrectly or omitted. 

 
7.  At the end of 1 minute, place a bracket (]) after the last phoneme provided by the 

student and say, “Stop.”  
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Benchmark Period #3 – Spring 
Grade 1 AIMSweb Reading Curriculum-Based Measurement 

 

 
 

Total Corrects: ____________ 
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AIMSweb  
Reading Curriculum-Based Measurement (R-CBM) 

Directions 
R-CBM Standard Directions for 1-Minute Administration 

 
1.   Place the unnumbered copy in front of the student.   
 
2.   Place the numbered copy on a clipboard and position so the student cannot 

see what the examiner records. 
 
3.  Say these specific directions to the student: 
 

“When I say begin, start reading out load at the top of the page.  Read across 
the page (demonstrate by pointing).  Try to read each word.  If you come to a 
word you don’t know, I’ll tell it to you.  Be sure to do your best reading.  Are 
there any questions?  (Pause.) 

 
4.   Say: 

“Begin” and start your stopwatch when the student says the first word.  If the 
student fails to say the first word after 3 seconds, tell them the word, mark it 
as incorrect, then start your stopwatch.   

 
5.   Follow along on the examiner copy.  Put a slash (/) through words read 

incorrectly   
 
6.  At the end of 1 minute, place a bracket (]) after the last word and say, “Stop.”  
 
7.  Score and summarize by writing WRC/errors.   
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Benchmark Period #1 – Fall 

Grade 1 AIMSweb Nonsense Word Fluency 
 

 
 

Total Corrects: ____________ 
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AIMSweb Phoneme Segmentation Fluency 
Directions 

Phoneme Segmentation Fluency Standard Directions for 1-Minute 
Administration 

 
1.  Place the examiner copy on a clipboard and position so the student cannot see what the 

examiner records. 
 
2.  Say these exact directions to the student: 
  

“I’m going to say a word.  After I say it, I want you to tell me all the sounds in the word.  
So, if I say, “Sam,” you would say /s/ /a/ /m/.  Let’s try one (one-second pause).  Tell me 
the sounds in “mop.” 

 

Correct Response: 
If the student says, /m/ /o/ /p/ 

Incorrect Response: 
If the student gives any other response, you 

say 
 
Very good. 

The sounds in “mop” are /m/ /o/ /p/.  Your 
turn.  Tell me the sounds in “mop”. 

 
“Ok.  Heer is your first word.” 
 
3.  Give the student the first word and start your stopwatch.  If the student does not say a 

sound segment after 3 seconds, give the second word and score the first word as zero 
segments produced.   

 
4.  As the student says the sounds, mark the student response in the scoring column.  

Underline (_) each sound segment produced correctly.  Put a slash (/) through sounds 
produced incorrectly.   

 
5.  As soon as the student is finished saying the sounds, present the next word promptly 

and clearly. 
 
6.  The maximum time for each sound segment is 3 seconds.  If the student does not 

provide the next sound segment within 3 seconds, give the student the next word.  If the 
student provides the initial sound only, wait 3 seconds for elaboration. 

 
7.  At the end of 1 minute, stop presenting words and scoring further responses.  Place a 

bracket (]) after the last segment produced. Add the number of sound segments 
produced correctly.  Record the total number of sound segments produced correctly on 
the bottom of the scoring sheet. 

 
DISCONTINUE RULE:  If a student has not given any sound segments correctly in the first 

5 words, discontinue the task and record a score of zero (0). 
 
Note: Articulation and Dialect.  The student is not penalized for imperfect pronunciation due 

to dialect, articulation, or second language interference.  
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Benchmark Period #3 – Spring 

Grade 1 AIMSweb Nonsense Word Fluency 
 

 
 

Total Corrects: ____________ 
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AIMSweb Nonsense Word Fluency 
Directions 

Nonsense Word Fluency Standard Directions for 1-Minute Administration 
 
1.  Place the practice items in front of the child.  
 
2.  Explain the task using these specific directions. 

“Look at this word (point to the first word on the practice probe).  It’s a make-believe 
word, not a real word.  All the letters have sounds: (point to the letter ‘b’) /b/, (point to the 
letter ‘I’) /i/, (point to the letter ‘m’) /m/.  Altogether the sounds are /b/ /i/ /m/ (point to 
each letter) or ‘bim’ (run your finger fast through the whole word).  Remember, it’s a 
made up word.  You can say the sounds of the letters, /b/ /i/ /m/ (point to each letter), or 
you can say the whole word ‘bim’ (run your finger fast through the whole word).  Be sure 
to say any sounds you know.   
 
Ready?  Let’s try one.  Read this word the best you can (point to the word ‘lat’).  Point to 
each letter and tell me the sound or tell me the whole word.”  

Correct Response: 
If the child responds ‘lat’ or with 
some or all of the sounds, say 

Incorrect Response: 
If the child does not respond within 3 seconds or 

responds incorrectly, say 
That’s right.  The 

sounds are /l/ /a/ /t/ or “lat’. 
Watch me (point to the letter ‘l) /l/, (point to the letter 

‘a’) /a/, (point to the letter ‘t’) /t/’.  Altogether the 
sounds are /l/ /a/ /t/ (point to each letter) or ‘lat’ (run 

your finger fast through the whole word).  Remember, 
you can say the sounds or you can say the whole 

word.  Let’s try again.  Read this word the best you 
can (point to the word ‘lat’).    

 
3.  Place the student copy in front of the child 
 “Here are some more make-believe words (point to the student probe).  When I say 

‘begin’, start here (point to the first word), go across the page (point across the page), 
and read the words the best you can.  Remember, you can tell me the sound of the 
letter or read the whole word.  Put your finger under the first word.  Ready, begin.” 

 
4.  Start your stopwatch.  If the student does not respond with a sound within 3 seconds, 

tell the student the sound and say, “next sound?”  If they don’t respond, or if they 
respond incorrectly, point to the next word. 

 
5.  If the student does not get any sounds correct in words 1-5, discontinue the task and 

record a score of zero (0).  
 
6.  Follow along on the examiner copy of the probe and underline each phoneme the 

student provides correctly, either in isolation or in the context of the nonsense word.  Put 
a slash (/) over each phoneme read incorrectly or omitted. 

 
7.  At the end of 1 minute, place a bracket (]) after the last phoneme provided by the 

student and say, “Stop.”

Copyright © 2005 NCS Pearson, Inc.   All Rights Reserved.     www.aimsweb.com   Page 18 

Benchmark Period #2 – Winter 
Grade 1 AIMSweb Phoneme Segmentation Fluency 

 

 
 

Total Corrects: ____________ 
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AIMSweb Nonsense Word Fluency 

Directions 
Nonsense Word Fluency Standard Directions for 1-Minute Administration 

 
1.  Place the practice items in front of the child.  
 
2.  Explain the task using these specific directions. 

“Look at this word (point to the first word on the practice probe).  It’s a make-believe 
word, not a real word.  All the letters have sounds: (point to the letter ‘b’) /b/, (point to the 
letter ‘I’) /i/, (point to the letter ‘m’) /m/.  Altogether the sounds are /b/ /i/ /m/ (point to 
each letter) or ‘bim’ (run your finger fast through the whole word).  Remember, it’s a 
made up word.  You can say the sounds of the letters, /b/ /i/ /m/ (point to each letter), or 
you can say the whole word ‘bim’ (run your finger fast through the whole word).  Be sure 
to say any sounds you know.   
 
Ready?  Let’s try one.  Read this word the best you can (point to the word ‘lat’).  Point to 
each letter and tell me the sound or tell me the whole word.”  

Correct Response: 
If the child responds ‘lat’ or with 
some or all of the sounds, say 

Incorrect Response: 
If the child does not respond within 3 seconds or 

responds incorrectly, say 
That’s right.  The 

sounds are /l/ /a/ /t/ or “lat’. 
Watch me (point to the letter ‘l) /l/, (point to the letter 

‘a’) /a/, (point to the letter ‘t’) /t/’.  Altogether the 
sounds are /l/ /a/ /t/ (point to each letter) or ‘lat’ (run 

your finger fast through the whole word).  Remember, 
you can say the sounds or you can say the whole 

word.  Let’s try again.  Read this word the best you 
can (point to the word ‘lat’).    

 
3.  Place the student copy in front of the child 
 “Here are some more make-believe words (point to the student probe).  When I say 

‘begin’, start here (point to the first word), go across the page (point across the page), 
and read the words the best you can.  Remember, you can tell me the sound of the 
letter or read the whole word.  Put your finger under the first word.  Ready, begin.” 

 
4.  Start your stopwatch.  If the student does not respond with a sound within 3 seconds, 

tell the student the sound and say, “next sound?”  If they don’t respond, or if they 
respond incorrectly, point to the next word. 

 
5.  If the student does not get any sounds correct in words 1-5, discontinue the task and 

record a score of zero (0).  
 
6.  Follow along on the examiner copy of the probe and underline each phoneme the 

student provides correctly, either in isolation or in the context of the nonsense word.  Put 
a slash (/) over each phoneme read incorrectly or omitted. 

 
7.  At the end of 1 minute, place a bracket (]) after the last phoneme provided by the 

student and say, “Stop.”
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Benchmark Period #2 – Winter 
Grade 1 AIMSweb Reading Curriculum-Based Measurement 

 

 
 

Total Corrects: ____________ 
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Benchmark Period #2 – Winter 
Grade 1 Reading Curriculum-Based Measurement 

 

 
 

Total Corrects: ____________ 
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Benchmark Period #2 – Winter 
Grade 1 AIMSweb Nonsense Word Fluency 

 

 
 

Total Corrects: ____________ 
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AIMSweb  
Reading Curriculum-Based Measurement (R-CBM) 

Directions 
R-CBM Standard Directions for 1-Minute Administration 

 
1.   Place the unnumbered copy in front of the student.   
 
2.   Place the numbered copy on a clipboard and position so the student cannot 

see what the examiner records. 
 
3.  Say these specific directions to the student: 
 

“When I say begin, start reading out load at the top of the page.  Read across 
the page (demonstrate by pointing).  Try to read each word.  If you come to a 
word you don’t know, I’ll tell it to you.  Be sure to do your best reading.  Are 
there any questions?  (Pause.) 

 
4.   Say: 

“Begin” and start your stopwatch when the student says the first word.  If the 
student fails to say the first word after 3 seconds, tell them the word, mark it 
as incorrect, then start your stopwatch.   

 
5.   Follow along on the examiner copy.  Put a slash (/) through words read 

incorrectly   
 
6.  At the end of 1 minute, place a bracket (]) after the last word and say, “Stop.”  
 
7.  Score and summarize by writing WRC/errors.   
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Benchmark Period #2 – Winter 
Grade 1 AIMSweb Reading Curriculum-Based Measurement 

 

 
 

Total Corrects: ____________ 
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