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Trying to define Minecraft is difficult. From its early days of simple mining and crafting, so much more has been added that at times it can feel like a completely different game. In essence, Minecraft is still an action-adventure sandbox title, offering players a limitless world they can explore to their heart’s content. It offers an array of different modes,
perfect for almost any type of gamer. Are you more of a creative person? You'll likely enjoy the endless playground it has to offer, allowing you to build anything you can imagine. Or perhaps you’re looking for more of a challenge. You can try to last in its survival mode, as you battle against the creatures of the night. There’s certainly more to
Minecraft than meets the eye, and its blocky appearance makes it seem like a deceptively simple adventure. If you've never played Minecraft — or if you're thinking about returning from a long hiatus — you’ll be impressed by how much it has to offer, and the kind of game it has become. Not only has it evolved tremendously since it released, but it
also went on to become one of the bestselling games of all time. Further Reading Development of Minecraft Minecraft was created by Mojang in 2009 and is the brainchild of Markus “Notch” Persson. It is heavily inspired by games such as Dwarf Fortress, Dungeon Keeper, and Infiniminer, but takes the free-form, sandbox gameplay seen in those
titles to new heights. It was the company’s first official game and has gone on to become the best-selling game of all time, with over 180 million copies sold to date. Eventually, Microsoft purchased Mojang and Minecraft from Persson for $2.5 billion, and Persson stepped away from its development. Minecraft now features four modes — Hardcore,
Creative, Adventure, and Spectator — that allow players to cater the gaming experience to their liking. It can also be played online with friends, and thousands of mods are available for download that introduce new content to its already bustling world. Mining and crafting are the bedrock of Minecraft It’s obvious enough, but the world of Minecraft
revolves around the simple tasks of mining resources and crafting new objects. And — in all honesty — that accounts for most of the game. You’ll trek out into the wilderness, punch trees to collect some wood, fashion that into an axe, and slowly build up an inventory of armor, weapons, furniture, tools, and precious minerals. Along the way you’ll also
build a few shelters to call home and store your belongings in when on a respite from adventure. The explore, build, repeat gameplay loop is endlessly addicting and is only limited by your imagination. Even if you're not a creative type, there’s still plenty of fun to be had by going on dangerous adventures into the Nether — a hell-like world filled with
incredible treasures and dangerous monsters. Or, you can enjoy some premade worlds fashioned by other players and go on a guided quest, indulge in minigames, or play a round of Cops and Robbers. If your imagination needs some inspiration, there’s always a new mod or player creation to help spark your creativity. Complexity in its simplicity
Minecraft features a procedurally generated world, meaning you’ll never encounter the same thing twice. Plus, it includes nearly 400 unique items, giving players plenty to discover and unlock. One of the most ingenious additions to Minecraft was Redstone, which is essentially the Minecraft version of electricity. This component has given players the
ability to craft elaborate puzzles, mazes, roller coasters — even a functioning iPhone 6. This allowance for creativity is what sets Minecraft apart from many other games on the market. Not only does it give you limitless freedom, but it gives you powerful tools to create almost anything you can imagine. While it might revolve around the basic tasks of
mining and crafting, there is no ceiling on where that can take you. Play how you want If you can’t whip up an iPhone 6 from scratch — or get overwhelmed just thinking about it — Minecraft still has plenty for you to do. You can indeed create amazing and elaborate buildings (and more) in Minecraft. But you can forgo intricate creations entirely and
focus on exploring the world. Part of the fun is exploring and building up an arsenal of powerful weapons to assist you on your travels. The game also rewards you for playing however you’d like. Minecraft never makes you feel as if you're playing it the wrong way. Players who don’t want to create elaborate buildings or contraptions can still find
plenty to do in any mode. Enjoy hunting for diamonds, exploring vast cave systems, creating a farm, raising livestock, or building a simple home, just for starters. You can also collaborate with friends to erect structures, go on adventures, and perform wacky, blocky experiments. Available on a wide variety of devices Oleg Doroshin /123rf.com
Minecraft is available in two editions — Minecraft Java Edition and Minecraft Bedrock Edition. While you can only play the Java edition on a PC, you can play Bedrock across devices such as Android, iOS, and game consoles. If you're using a PC to play, you can sidestep the restriction by running the Bedrock client in order to play it on your computer.
Because Microsoft owns Minecraft now, you can use one login (your Xbox Live credential) to log in no matter what device you’re using. Minecraft makers were wise to have made the game compatible with a wide range of devices, giving the game ample exposure to the player population. Since the makers thought about this compatibility, you're also
able to game with friends who own the game on a different system, which is a pretty unique feature, and a fun one to use to your advantage. If you do happen to get in a rut, you can step into the mod world, with new mods cropping up all the time, and you can try your hand at making your own. The Minecraft modding community is among the largest
in the entire industry of games, with several options depending on your interest and budget. The fact that you are reading this article means that Minecraft has sparked your interest, and we recommend that you try it out for yourself to see if its decade-long popularity holds up to its publicity. It’s interesting to hear everything you’'re capable of while
playing Minecraft, but it’s even more fun when you play it for yourself. Editors' Recommendations Minecraft works just fine right out of the box, but tweaking and extending the game with mods can radically change the experience. Some mods are great for brand new players and seasoned veterans alike, while others are aimed squarely at breathing
new life into the game after you have already seen everything that the basic game has to offer. With a never-ending spigot of mods from a tremendously talented and dedicated fan base, you can always find something new to do or see in Minecraft. Whether you're brand new to Minecraft, or you're just new to modding, we've put together a list of the
15 best Minecraft mods that improve graphics or performance, add useful functionality, and open up brand new worlds to explore. If you are brand new to Minecraft, we highly suggest checking out the basic game first to get a feel for it, and then add mods over time to make things easier, prettier, and finally to totally change up the entire experience.
The mods in our list work regardless of the platform you're using, so you can safely grab them whether you're playing on Windows, OS X/mac OS, or Linux. However, they only work with Minecraft: Java Edition. If you're playing a version of the game like Minecraft: Windows 10 Edition, or any console or mobile version, you have to buy skins,
modpacks, and other content from the in-game store. Mods for the Java version of the game do not work with any other version. Mojang Pixabay / CCO What It Does OptiFine is a behind-the-scenes mod that improves and optimizes the graphics of Minecraft so that the game runs as smoothly, and looks as great, as it possibly can on your computer.
This is the best mod to grab, and the first one you should download, if you care about visuals and smooth gameplay. If you're brand new to Minecraft, it's just fine to install this mod right away. All it does is make the game look better and run more smoothly. You can safely ignore most of the features, which can be overwhelming, until you've spent
more time in the game. Download from Minecraft Forum Download from OptiFine.net What It DoesJourneymap implements a beautiful world map that is generated automatically as you play. It includes a minimap that shows up in the upper right corner of the screen while you're playing, but you can also open up a full-screen map to view the entire
world that you have explored up to that point. Since the built-in mapping feature that Minecraft includes by default is so basic and requires you to craft a bunch of stuff, Journeymap is a must-have mod for anyone who likes to explore. While it's worth playing Minecraft without this mod to start just to get a feel of how the game is meant to work,
adding this mod makes for a much better experience even for complete beginners. Download from Minecraft Forum Download from CurseForge What It DoesChest Transporter is a mod that lets you pick up and move chests, even if they're full of items. This is pretty basic in comparison to a lot of the other mods on this list, but it's also tremendously
useful. Without the help of a mod, moving a chest even one block in any direction is a tedious, multi-step process that looks something like: Remove everything from the chest. Place everything in a different chest or drop it on the floor. Destroy the empty chest. Pick up the empty chest. Place the chest in its new location. Pick up the previous contents
of the chest and put everything back inside. With this mod, you can collapse all of that down to the two-step process of picking up the chest and then placing it wherever you want it. This mod is all about convenience. If you've found yourself getting tired of the hassle of dealing with full chests, then grab this mod to make your life a whole lot easier.
Download from Minecraft Forum Download from CurseForge What It DoesJust Enough Items allows you to immediately pull up some vital information about any crafting material or crafted item in the game. With this mod, you can instantly find out how to craft anything you see or find out what can be crafted out of anything you see. The biggest
benefit of this mod is that you no longer have to experiment with random combinations, or search the internet, to figure out how to craft anything. However, it's also useful in creative mode, since it makes it easier to locate and place new items in the world. While this is another quality of life mod, some people may feel like it takes away some of the
fun of exploration and experimentation. Grab this one once you're an old hand at the game and just want to streamline things. Download from Minecraft Forum Download from CurseForge Easily see exactly what you're looking at and pull up vital information without entering submenus. What It DoesHere's What You're Looking At is another mod that
pulls out some vital information and sticks it front and center. This mod allows you to look at anything in the game, including blocks, crafted items, and even creatures, and instantly see what it's called. In addition to the name of the item, the mod can also show information like the contents of a chest, the progress of items being processed in a
furnace, and more. If you have Just Enough Items installed, this mod also allows you to look up recipes by looking at items and blocks. Download from CurseForge What It DoesMinecraft Comes Alive is a mod that overhauls villagers, replacing them with a huge mixture of NPCs that you can interact with in a variety of ways. The basic functionality of
Minecraft villagers is retained, in that you can still trade with them. However, there are additional dialog options and a complex relationship system that even allows you to marry a villager and have your very own Minecraft baby. If you're getting tired of the droves of identical villagers you run into in game after game, this is a great mod to install.
Download from Minecraft Forum Download from CurseForge What It DoesThis is a must-have mod for dedicated builders, but it's equally useful if you're new to the game and just want more customization options. The mod adds a ton of new blocks and patterns, but it also allows you to craft a chisel that lets you change the appearance of blocks by
smacking them. Download from Minecraft Forum Download from CurseForge What It DoesPam's HarvestCraft adds a ton of food and farming options, which makes it the perfect mod to grab if you're bored of pork chops and watermelon slices. In addition to new foods and plants, the mod also includes a beekeeping system, which adds even more new
gameplay. Download from Minecraft Forum Download CurseForge What It DoesBiomes O' Plenty adds a ton of brand new biomes when generating a new world. This mod was introduced when Minecraft only included a handful of default biomes, but it's still good if you're tired of the standard biomes or just want to generate a world with a whole lot
more diversity. This mod retains all of the default biomes, but it adds dozens more, including a mystic grove populated by pixies. Download from Minecraft Forum Download CurseForge What It DoesThe Lost Cities is a mod that lets you create a world populated by hauntingly crumbling cities. This is a great mod to grab if you're getting tired of the
same old Minecraft biomes, or you just want a different type of survival experience. Download from Minecraft Forum Download from CurseForge What It DoesThis mod adds a brand new dimension to Minecraft, literally, in the form of a flat expanse made just for mining. If you're a serious builder working in survival mode, and you don't want to ugly
up your world with massive strip mines, you absolutely need to grab this mod. The way Aromal997's Dimensional World works is that you craft a portal, similar to a Nether portal, out of a new kind of brick that the mod introduces. Activate the portal with a tool that the mod also introduces, and you're whisked away to a specialized mining dimension.
Download from Minecraft Forum Download from CurseForge What It DoesDraconic Evolution adds some much-needed endgame progression and gear for players who have already plumbed the depths of the Nether, ventured to the End, knocked out the Wither and the Ender Dragon, and come up wondering what to do next. This mod adds a ton of
new gear, items, blocks, and a boss that can even kill you in creative mode. Download from Minecraft Forum Download from CurseForge What It DoesThe Twilight Forest adds a new dimension filled with a ton of new blocks, items, creatures, and a progression system. If you're looking for a fresh, new Minecraft experience set in a brand new world,
this is a great mod to grab. Since The Twilight Forest is set in a separate dimension that you access by jumping into an enchanted pool, you can run it alongside a lot of other mods without disturbing anything. Download from Minecraft Forum Download from CurseForge What It DoesAdvanced Rocketry is another mod aimed at seasoned players who
have already seen everything that Minecraft has to offer. Instead of adding a new dimension, it offers up a deep new crafting system that allows you to build and launch rockets. The progression doesn't end there, though. Once you've launched a rocket, you can also build space stations and even explore new worlds. To use Advanced Rocketry, you will
also need the Libvulpes mod. Download from Minecraft Forum Download from CurseForge Pixabay / CCO What It DoesViveCraft adds virtual reality (VR) support to the Java version of Minecraft, which allows you to play the game with an HTC Vive, Oculus Rift, or any other compatible VR headset. While the Windows 10 Edition of Minecraft includes
built-in VR support, the Java Edition doesn't support VR natively. ViveCraft adds that functionality, and it actually does a better job than the official implementation in the Windows 10 Edition. If you've ever wanted to play Minecraft in roomscale VR, and physically walk around inside your creations, then this is one mod that you absolutely have to
check out. Download from Github Download from Vivecraft.org Thanks for letting us know! Tell us why!
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