
9th – 12th Suggested Common Core  
Summer Reading List

SUMMER READING

POETRY

Final Harvest Poems, Emily Dickinson

The Raven and other favorite poems, Edgar Allan Poe

The Dream Keeper and other poems, Langston Hughes

LITERATURE

To Kill a Mockingbird, Harper Lee LEXILE: 870

The Hobbit, J.R.R. Tolkien LEXILE: 1000

The Catcher in the Rye, J.D. Salinger LEXILE: 690

DRAMA

The Glass Menagerie, Tennessee Williams

MacBeth (The Pelican Shakespeare), William Shakespeare

Monster, Walter Dean Myers LEXILE: 670

NONFICTION

Malcolm X: By Any Means Necessary, Walter Dean Myers  

LEXILE: 1050

Night, Elie Wiesel LEXILE: 590

Years of Dust: The Story of the Dust Bowl, Albert Marrin LEXILE: 1040

9th and 10th grade reading list
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9th – 12th Suggested Common Core Summer Reading List

SUMMER READING

POETRY

The 100 Best Poems of All Time, Leslie Pockell

The Poetry of Pablo Neruda, Pablo Neruda

Poems, Maya Angelou

LITERATURE

Ceremony, Leslie Silko

The Heart is a Lonely Hunter, Carson McCullers LEXILE: 760

Their Eyes Were Watching God, Zora Neale Hurston LEXILE: 1080

DRAMA

A Raisin in the Sun, Lorraine Hansberry

Hamlet, William Shakespeare LEXILE: 1390

Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead, Tom Stoppard

NONFICTION

Always Running: La Vida Loca: Gang Days in L.A., Luis J. Rodriguez  

LEXILE: 830

In Cold Blood, Truman Capote LEXILE: 1040

Bury my Heart at Wounded Knee, Dee Brown LEXILE: 1080
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