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1.0 PREAMBLE

1.1 Introduction
The Heritage-Social Studies syllabus covers Infant
and Junior school cycles in primary education. The
syllabus covers the social history of the people of
Zimbabwe, cultural interdependence, local cultures,
heritage values and religious practices.

The focus of the syllabus is on facilitating the
learner to become a responsible member of his /
her family and of Zimbabwe. It has a thrust on
Zimbabwean identity, norms and values through the
inclusion of aspects of heritage studies, thus
upholding the spirit of Unhu/Ubuntu/Vumunhu
(societal norms and values). It is envisaged that the
syllabus will produce learners who are patriotic,
diligent and prepared for diverse vocation and
creative businesses.

1.2 Rationale
Heritage-Social Studies embraces the Zimbabwean
constitution, patriotism, national identity, national
symbols and factors of production such as land,
capital, labour and enterprise. It also encompasses
the history, traditions and social qualities which are
considered an important part of Zimbabwe’s image.
Social Studies is the study of people and their
relationship with the environment. Heritage-Social
Studies moulds the human character and is the
foundation of Unhu/Ubuntu/Vumunhu. It develops
a spirit of national consciousness and patriotism
through interest and involvement in national affairs,
conservation and ownership of natural heritage. It
develops in the learner, skills of critical thinking,
problem solving, leadership and self-esteem,
Information and Communication Technology (ICT)
and resources management leading to social and
economic development.

1.3 Summary of Content
The Heritage-Social Studies syllabus’ main thrust
is upholding and sustaining: 
l Unhu/Ubuntu/Vumunhu (societal norms and
values)

l Family, relationships and preservation of our
national heritage

l Collaboration with others to improve the
learners’ society

l Patriotism 

It instils problem solving, critical thinking skills,
leadership, communication, enterprise and
technological skills.

1.4 Assumptions
It is assumed that the learners;
l belong to a social family
l interact with their peers
l know some national symbols and  heritage
sites

l understand and accept their cultural diversity
l can communicate and think logically 
l appreciate the relevance of their learning
l engage in project work, co-operative work and
self-assessment activities

1.5 Cross-Cutting Themes  
The following cross cutting or emerging issues help
the learner to acquire competencies for lifelong
learning.
l Gender equity 
l Family unity
l Child Protection from abuse and diseases
such as AIDS

l Heritage Studies
l Environmental Issues
l Financial literacy 
l Disaster Risk Management
l Children’s Rights and Responsibilities

2.0 PRESENTATION OF THE
SYLLABUS
The Heritage-Social Studies Syllabus is presented
in two documents as follows:
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l Infant (ECD - Grade 2) 
l Junior (Grade 3 –7) 

The two documents carry the same information
from the preamble up to the Scope and Sequence
Chart

All grades have the same topics that are
developmental in nature.  

3.0 AIMS
The aims of the syllabus are to enable the child to:
l appreciate and love Zimbabwe and its
Chimurenga/Umvukela Liberation war heroes
and heroines

l develop an appreciation of national heritage,
sovereignty, governance, national symbols and
events 

l understand and  appreciate Zimbabwe’s 
pre-colonial, colonial and post-colonial history 

l develop an understanding of Zimbabwean
cultural institutions and practices such as
marriages, inheritance systems, 
spiritual values and usage of artefacts 

l develop a spirit of national consciousness,
identity and patriotism through involvement in
national functions

l appreciate and sustain Unhu/Ubuntu/Vumunhu
through interaction with family, community and
society at large

l appreciate the value and dignity of work,
recreation and the need for participation in
national development

l appreciate the need for equal opportunities for
all and sensitivity to the needs of the
disadvantaged and vulnerable groups

4.0 SYLLABUS OBJECTIVES

By the end of the Heritage-Social Studies Primary
School Syllabus, learners should be able to:
l identify with national symbols such as the
National Flag, National School Pledge,
Anthem, Monuments and Heritage sites

l explain the significance of public holidays and
other national events

l demonstrate ways of showing respect for self
and others

l exhibit norms, values and appropriate
responsible behaviour

l differentiate between new and old means of
transport, Information and Communication
Technology (ICT)

l explain how modes of transport and ICT
facilitate communication among people and
countries

l justify the importance of work and leisure
l explain key events and importance of the First
and Second Chimurenga/Umvukela liberation
struggle

l compare the practices of their own community
culture and that of others 

l identify appropriate shelter for humans and
animals

l explain the need of equal opportunities for all
citizens of Zimbabwe

l identify the global environmental issues that
affect livelihoods

l describe the production and marketing of
goods and services

5.0 METHODOLOGY AND TIME 
ALLOCATION
5.1 Methodology 
A spiral approach should be adopted,
beginning with the learner’s immediate
environment, broadening to an exploration of
his/her wider community and finally extending
to the wider world. Learners need to develop
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appropriate
value systems through participating in planned
activities. Effective teaching and learning in
Heritage-Social Studies depends upon the use
of participatory methods. These include the
following:
(a) discussion
(b) drama, role-play and simulation
(c) song and dance
(d) case studies
(e) puppetry
(f) gallery walk
(g) research
(h) futures wheel
(i) miming
(j) e-learning 
(k) group work
(l) question and answer
(m) Individual Early Learning Programme 

(IELP)
(n) games 

For adequate coverage of the syllabus, the following
allocation is advised.

ECD : 2 periods of 20 minutes per week

Grade 1 and 2 : 3 periods of 30 minutes per week

Grade 3 to 7 : 4 periods of 30 minutes per week

For the successful implementation of the Heritage-
Social Studies Syllabus the following activities are
recommended:

l Educational tours – at least once per year
l School festivals Day – once a year
l Heritage Culture Day – once a year

NOTE: These events can be organised at school, district,
provincial and national levels.

6.0   TOPICS

l Identity: Family History and Local Heritage
l Cultural Heritage  
l National History, Sovereignty and Governance 
l Entitlements/Rights and Responsibilities
l Shelter
l Social Services  and Volunteerism  
l Natural Heritage: Production, Distribution and
Consumption of Goods and Services

l Transport and Communication
l Work and Leisure
l Global Issues 
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Heritage – Social Studies Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus
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Heritage – Social Studies Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus
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Heritage – Social Studies Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus
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Heritage – Social Studies Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus
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Heritage – Social Studies Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus
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Heritage – Social Studies Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus
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Heritage – Social Studies Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus
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Heritage – Social Studies Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus
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Heritage – Social Studies Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus
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Heritage – Social Studies Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus
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Heritage – Social Studies Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus
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Heritage – Social Studies Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus
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Heritage – Social Studies Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus
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Heritage – Social Studies Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus

9.0 ASSESSMENT
The syllabus scheme of assessment is grounded on the principle of inclusivity. Arrangements, accommodations and
modifications must be visible in both continuous and summative assessment to enable candidates with special needs
to also access assessments.

9.1 Assessment Objectives
By the end of the Heritage-Social Studies Primary School Course, learners should be able to:      

l identify with national symbols such as National Flag, Anthem, National School Pledge, Monuments and
Heritage sites

l explain the significance of public holidays and other national events
l demonstrate ways of showing respect for self and others
l discuss norms, values and appropriate responsible behaviour 
l differentiate between new and old means of transport, Information and Communication Technology (ICT)
l illustrate how transport and ICT facilitate communication among people and countries
l justify the importance of work and leisure
l explain key events and importance of the First and Second Chimurenga/Umvukela liberation struggle
l compare the practices of their own culture and that of others
l identify appropriate shelter for humans and animals
l explain the need for equal opportunities for all citizens of Zimbabwe
l identify the global environmental issues that affect livelihoods
l describe the production and marketing of goods and services

9.2: Scheme of Assessment
Heritage-Social Studies will be assessed through a separate section in the General Paper and shall constitute 25%.
The syllabus embraces both continuous and summative assessments.

9.2.1 Continuous Assessment (35%)

Continuous assessment shall involve projects, tests and assignments. 

A learner is expected to produce a project portfolio at each of the following levels:
l Grade 3
l Grade 4
l Grade 5
l Grade 6
l Grade 7

NOTE: A profile system has to be developed for every child to capture those attributes that cannot be measured such
as the soft skills. A folio comprises test results throughout the primary school on an annual basis and marks collated
from the four prescribed projects. Observation schedules, checklists, tests and project tasks are to be set at district
level and standardised nationally.
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Heritage – Social Studies Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus

Continuous Assessment Model

LEVEL FORM OF ASSESSMENT ASSESSMENT TASKS NATURE FREQUENCY

GRADE 3 Continuous • Singing
• Drawing 
• Dancing 
• Colouring/Painting
• Reading and writing
• Story telling
• Speaking 
• Listening
• Counting
• Playing games
• Reciting poems
• Constructing models
• Dramatising 
• Role playing
• Picture reading
• Researching 
• Discussing 
• Debating 
• Written Exercises
• Theory tests
• Project

• Practical 
• Can be done 
individually or in 
Groups

• Daily basis 

• Weekly 
• Once per Month 
• Once a year

GRADE 4 Continuous • Singing
• Drawing 
• Dancing 
• Colouring/Painting
• Reading and writing
• Story telling
• Speaking 
• Listening
• Counting
• Playing games
• Reciting poems
• Constructing models
• Dramatising 
• Role playing
• Picture reading
• Researching 
• Discussing 
• Debating 
• Written Exercises
• Theory tests
• Project

• Practical 
• Can be done 
individually or in 
Groups

• Daily basis 

• Weekly 
• Once per Month 
• Once a year
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Heritage – Social Studies Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus

LEVEL FORM OF ASSESSMENT ASSESSMENT TASKS NATURE FREQUENCY

GRADE 5 • Singing
• Drawing 
• Dancing 
• Colouring/Painting
• Reading and writing
• Story telling
• Speaking 
• Listening
• Counting
• Playing games
• Reciting poems
• Constructing models
• Dramatising 
• Role playing
• Picture reading
• Researching 
• Discussing 
• Debating 
• Written Exercises
• Theory tests
• Project

• Practical 
• Can be done 
individually or in 
Groups

• Daily basis 

• Weekly 
• Once per Month 
• Once a year

GRADE 6 • Singing
• Drawing 
• Dancing 
• Colouring/Painting
• Reading and writing
• Story telling
• Speaking 
• Listening
• Counting
• Playing games
• Reciting poems
• Constructing models
• Dramatising 
• Role playing
• Picture reading
• Researching 
• Discussing 
• Debating 
• Written Exercises
• Theory tests
• Project

• Practical 
• Can be done 
individually or in 
Groups

• Daily basis 

• Weekly 
• Once per Month 
• Once a year
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Heritage – Social Studies Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA
Assessment Instruments:
l Checklists
l Rating Scale 
l Observation Guide
l Exercises
l Theory Tests
l Practical
l Project 

9.2.2 Summative Assessment (65%)
Description of the Summative assessment structure
The Summative assessment comprises two components as follows:

Paper 1 (1hr 30 minutes - 50 marks) 30%
There are 50 multiple-choice questions and candidates are required to answer all.

Paper 2 (1hr 30minutes – 50 marks) 35%
Paper 2 comprises Section A and B. Section A with approximately 30 questions is compulsory and carries 30 Marks.
Section B is a choice section which carries 20 marks. A candidate is expected to choose 4 out of 6 questions. Each
question carries 5 marks.

LEVEL FORM OF ASSESSMENT ASSESSMENT TASKS NATURE FREQUENCY

GRADE 7 • Singing
• Drawing 
• Dancing 
• Colouring/Painting
• Reading and writing
• Story telling
• Speaking 
• Listening
• Counting
• Playing games
• Reciting poems
• Constructing models
• Dramatising 
• Role playing
• Picture reading
• Researching 
• Discussing 
• Debating 
• Written Exercises
• Theory tests
• Project

• Practical 
• Can be done 
individually or in 
Groups

• Daily basis 

• Weekly 
• Once per Month 
• Once a year
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9.2.3 Assessment Model

Assessment of learner performace 
in Heritage & Social Studies

25%

FINAL MARK HERITAGE & 
SOCIAL STUDIES

100% (25%)

FINAL MARKS FROM 
OTHER GENERAL PAPER

COMPONENTS

75%

Continuous Assessment Summative Assessment

Moderated
Continuous 
assessment

35%

Continuous Assessment

35%

Examination Mark =

65%

Pro!ling

Pro!le

Projects

15%
Tests

10%
Assignment

10%
MCQ

30%

Structured test

35%

EXIT
PROFILE
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Heritage – Social Studies Junior (Grade 3 - 7) Syllabus

The setting and designing of questions in Heritage-Social Studies are guided and informed by the skills weighting chart and the specification
grid below:

9.2.4 Skills Weighting Chart
Heritage-Social Studies is a skill based study area which shall be assessed as follows:

Knowledge 40%

Comprehension 30%

Application 20%

Problem Solving 10%

9.2.5 Specification Grid for Summative Assessment

TOPIC
KNOWLEDGE

40%
COMPREHENSION

30%
APPLICATION

20%
PROBLEM 

SOLVING 10%
TOTAL 

1. Identity: Family History and
Local Heritage 2 1 1 1 5

2. Cultural Heritage 2 2 1 0 5

3. National History, Sovereignty
and Governance 3 2 1 1 7

4. Entitlements/Rights and 
Responsibilities 2 1 1 1 5

5. Shelter 2 2 1 0 5

6. Social Services and 
Volunteerism 1 1 1 0 3

7.
Natural Heritage: Production,
Distribution and Consumption
of Goods and Services

3 2 1 1 7

8. Transport and Communication 2 2 1 1 6

9. Work and Leisure 2 1 1 0 4

10. Global Issues 1 1 1 0 3

TOTAL 20 15 10 5 50
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ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS
CEDAW Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination Against Women

GMB Grain Marketing Board

NACZ National Arts Council of Zimbabwe

NSSA National Social Security Authority

NPWMA National Parks and Wildlife Management Authority

UNESCO United Nations Education Scientific and Cultural Organisation

UNICEF United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund

UN United Nations

NGOs Non – Governmental Organisations

NMMZ National Museums and Monuments of Zimbabwe

SADC Southern Africa Development Community

SEDCO Small Enterprise Development Company

SPS School Psychological Services

WHO World Health Organisation

ZINWA Zimbabwe National Water Authority

HIV Human Immuno-deficiency Virus

AIDS Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome

RBZ Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe

ZETDC Zimbabwe Electricity Transmission Distribution Company

ZIFA Zimbabwe Football Association

ZINA Zimbabwe Netball Association
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