
Hello, 
 
Sorry I missed the last few nights.  I had to go up to Newport, RI to see my son Michael.  
I love visiting him in Newport because I get to ride around town on a scooter.  Below are 
a few pix of a Regatta I ran into at Fort Addams.  This is how the kids in Newport start 
their school year; NOT BAD.  There had to be over 500 boats.  The kids were seven to 
twelve years old.   Just a great town to visit! 

 

 

 
 
 
 
In this part of Wonder we get to meet Justin!  Boyfriends are not my cup of tea – I’m just 
sayin’ 
 
 

Wonder - Part Five: Justin  
Justin's part is introduced with a quote from The Elephant Man, a play written by Bernard 

Pomerance that is based on the life of Joseph (sometimes called John) Merrick. John Merrick 

was a real person who lived in the 1800s. When he was two years old, growths began to appear 

on his face. As he grew older, his appearance continued to change until, according to Wikipedia, 

"His skin appeared thick and lumpy, he developed an enlargement of his lips, and a bony lump 

grew on his forehead. One of his arms and both feet became enlarged." His head grew to be 36 

inches around. 
 



The name "The Elephant Man" comes from John Merrick's time in a carnival freak show where 

people paid to look at "freaks." He was advertised at "The Elephant Man." He eventually did 

leave the freak show, but died in a hospital at the age of 27. 
 
In one line of the play, John Merrick says the words quoted at the beginning of Justin's section. 
 

"Sometimes I think my head is 

so 

big because it is so full of 

dreams." 

 

 

 
 
 



 
 
 
Wonder - Pages 186-204  
Take a look at the first pages of Justin's part. Notice anything interesting? Why do you 
think it is written like that? 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 



 

 

Justin talks about how cool it is that Olivia makes things like earrings our of pieces of 
circuit boards or dresses out of t-shirts, or bags out of old jeans. For Valentine's Day 
she gets him a messenger bag made out of old floppy disks. 

 
 
Justin explains how he traded his baroque violin for an eight-string hardanger fiddle. 
They look pretty similar, but do you notice the biggest difference? 

 

Baroque Violin 

 



 

Hardanger Fiddle 

 
We learn that Olivia and Justin are trying out for a role in the play Our Town. We also 
learn that, according to the grapevine, the drama teacher had been planning to do The 
Elephant Man, but at the last minute he changed his mind. Wonder why...?  

 
 
Justin walks with Jack to the bus stop. He says Jack's "got a gravelly voice, like a little 
tough guy. he kind of looks like one of those little-rascal kids in old black-and-white 
movies, like he should be wearing a newsboy cap and knickers." 

 
 

 
 
 

 



 
At the end of his part, Justin says his mind is full of thoughts that won't turn off. One of 
them is the elements of the periodic table which he's supposed to be memorizing. Each 
box on the Periodic Table shows one element. 

 
 
Eventually, calmer thoughts soothe Justin "like a flatted third on a major chord." That's 
basically the difference between a major chord and a minor chord (or so I'm told BY 
CELLO TEACHER).  

 

 


