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Chapter Four 
 
1. What happens to Ponyboy at the park?  
 
 
Five drunken Socs in a Mustang come into Greaser territory looking for the guys 
who “picked up our girls.” A Soc named David shoves Pony‘s head into the fountain, 
nearly drowning him.  
 
2. Why does Johnny go after Bob? What is the result?  
 
 
Johnny goes after Bob because he is the one who had beaten him up before, and 
because they had a blade and were going to go after him like they did before. 
Johnny stabs and kills him.  
 
3. Why does Johnny react so violently to the Socs?  
 
 
He is afraid for his life; they have tried it before and are out to get him.  
 
 
4. To whom do Ponyboy and Johnny go for help? What does he give them? What does he tell 
them to do?  
 
 
They go to Dally for help; he gives them a gun and some money  
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5. How do the boys get to where they are going? Where are they going to stay?  
 
They hop the freight to Windrixville and go to stay at the old abandoned church at 
the top of Jay Mountain.  
 
 
6. Interpret what Ponyboy means when he says, “things are happening too quick. Too fast.” Do 
you ever get a similar feeling in your own life? Explain.  
 
One day everything seemed so ―normal‖ and all of a sudden, the whole world has 
crumbled down around them. Similar feelings will vary.  
 
 
7. Why do you think the author included the flashback to when all the guys went to church 
together? Do you think it was important to include that scene? Why?  
 
Answers will vary. Sample student answer is given. 
 
 The author may be trying to give more insight into the boys‘ personalities. I don‘t 
think it helped me ―get‖ that scene, because I could envision what was going on, 
but it did give me insight into the boys‘ personalities.  
 
 
8. Make a prediction about Ponyboy‘s “premonition.” How could this be a hint of something that 
is being foreshadowed?  
 
Answers will vary. Sample student answer is given. 
 
 I think this is foreshadowing that something bad is going to happen inside the 
church. It might have something to do with being cold.  
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Chapter 5 
 
1. When Pony wakes up, why is he alone? What does Johnny bring back?  
 
Johnny has gone to get food and supplies for their stay. He brings baloney, bread, 
matches, a copy of Gone with the Wind, peroxide, deck of cards  
 
2. What do the boys do to disguise themselves? Why is Pony so reluctant to do anything with 
his hair?  
 
They cut their hair and bleach Pony‘s. His hair is his pride and joy. It is his 
trademark, and the one thing he can be proud of.  
 
3. How did the boys show their feelings as emotion overcame them? Do you think their behavior 
was “In character” or did it deviate from the image the writer was trying to create? Explain.  
 
They both cried. Evaluations will vary. Sample answer: I think she wants us to know 
that Pony and Johnny are real people and not hardened criminals, so having them 
cry helps to create that image.  
 
4. How do they pass the time over the next few days? What do they eat?  
 
Reading Gone with the Wind, smoking, talking, talking about a poem, eating 
baloney  
 
5. Why does Ponyboy get sick on the fifth day at the church?  
 
He had smoked two packs of Camels and hadn‘t been eating right.  
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6. What does Dally bring to Ponyboy from Sodapop? What does Pony learn from it about 
Darry‘s feelings?  
 
a letter; Darry had hit him because they were scared for him and he was sorry he 
did it; Darry is really worried about him, not knowing where he is  
 
 
7. How did Dally mislead the police?  
 
He told them that they were heading for Texas  
 
 
8. Where do they go in Buck‘s car?  
 
They go to the Dairy Queen and gorge themselves.  
 
 
 
9. When Dally says that his heater “sure does help a bluff…” what does he mean?  
 
People don‘t know it isn‘t loaded or that he doesn‘t intend to use it, so they back off 
and are afraid of him when he carries it  
 
 
 
10. Who is the “spy” Dally speaks of?  
 
Cherry Valance  
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Chapter Six 
 
1. “The spy” thinks the whole mess was her fault. Dally agrees that it is. Thinking back on the 
story, do you believe the trouble they are all in is because of her? Explain.  
 
Answers will vary; sample answer: I don‘t think she has much at all to do with the 
mess they are in. They have to be responsible for their own actions. Plus, she has a 
right to talk to whoever she wants to without ―some guy‖ telling her what to do and 
fighting over her.  
 
 
2. What does Johnny announce that he and Pony are going to do? Why does he think it is best?  
 
He wants to turn himself in and Pony agrees. Johnny has a good chance of being let 
off easy because he has no police record and it was self-defense.  
 
 
3. What does Dally tell Johnny when he asks about his parents? How does Johnny react? How is 
his reaction different from how Dally would react?  
 
He tells him that his parents hadn‘t asked about him, but, ―Shoot, my old man don‘t 
give a hang whether I‘m in jail or dead in a car  
 
 
4. What is happening at the church when they return? Describe what they do about it.  
 
The church is on fire and there are kids in there. They jump in through windows and 
rescue the ones inside.  
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5. What happens to Ponyboy and Johnny because of their actions?  
 
They are taken to the hospital and hailed as heroes.  
 
6. Why does Dally club Pony across the back?  
 
He is on fire and he is trying to stop the flames.  
 
 
7. Where are they headed when Pony wakes up? Where are Johnny and Dallas? Describe each of 
the boys‘ injuries.  
 
To the hospital; in the other ambulance; Pony was burned and suffered from smoke 
inhalation and shock; Dally had a burned arm; Johnny had been hit across the back 
by a piece of timber and might have a broken back, and was burned pretty badly  
 
 
8. How do Soda and Darry react when they see Ponyboy?  
 
They are truly relieved. Soda picks Ponyboy up and swings him around. Darry 
cries; he says to Ponyboy, ―Pony, where have you been all this time?‖ Pony 
realizes that he meant, ―Pony, you‘ve scared me to death. Please be careful, 
because I couldn‘t stand it if anything happened to you.‖ Then he says, ―Oh, Pony, 
I thought we‘d lost you… like we lost Mom and Dad….‖  
 
 
9. Describe the change that has taken place in the relationship between Ponyboy and Darry.  
 
Pony wondered how he could ever have thought him hard and unfeeling. Darry 
shows his tender side by his words and by stroking Pony‘s hair. Pony knows now 
that everything is going to be all right.  


