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As military leaders who have commanded regional combatant commands in the Middle East, Latin 
America, Europe, Africa, the Pacific, and North America, we know that the military alone cannot keep 
our nation safe. Diplomacy and development are essential to combating threats before they reach our 
shores. 
  
We stand with and share the perspectives of our fellow combatant commanders who have testified before 
Congress in recent days on the strategic importance of the State Department, USAID, and other U.S. 
development agencies as key partners around the world to protect our interests and our values. 
  
As Congress considers next year’s federal budget, we urge policymakers to continue to protect resources 
for America’s International Affairs Budget. Doing so is critical to keeping our nation safe and prosperous 
in a world of global threats and great power competition. 
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