
BUYING GUIDE FOR SUPERMARKET INGREDIENTS
TOP-RATED BRANDS FROM OUR UP-TO-DATE BLIND TASTE TESTS

Complete results for these taste tests and hundreds more are available to 
CooksIllustrated.com, AmericasTestKitchen.com, and CooksCountry.com Web members.

ALMOND EXTRACT
Nielsen-Massey

APPLESAUCE
Musselman’s Lite

BACON
Thick-Slice
 Farmland Thick Sliced
Plumrose Premium  

Thick Sliced
Thin-Slice
Oscar Mayer Naturally 

Hardwood Smoked

BARBECUE SAUCE
 Bull’s-Eye Original

BEANS, BAKED
B&M Vegetarian

BEANS, BLACK, CANNED
Bush’s Best

BEANS, WHITE, CANNED
Goya Cannellini

BLUEBERRIES, FROZEN
Wyman’s

BREAD, GLUTEN-FREE, 
WHITE, 
Canyon Bakehouse Gluten                                                            
   Free Mountain White

BREAD, GLUTEN-FREE, 
WHOLE GRAIN
Glutino Gluten Free 

Multigrain Bread

BREAD, MULTIGRAIN
Nature’s Own Specialty 

12 Grain

BREAD, WHITE
Arnold Country Classics
 Pepperidge Farm 

Farmhouse Hearty

BREAD, WHOLE-WHEAT
 Pepperidge Farm  

100% Natural

BREAD CRUMBS
Ian’s Panko Breadcrumbs, 

Original Style

BROTH, BEEF
Better Than Bouillon Beef 

Base

BROTH, CHICKEN
Swanson 
Best Buy
 Better Than Bouillon

BROTH, VEGETABLE
Orrington Farms Vegan 

Chicken Flavored
BUTTER, SALTED
Lurpak Slightly Salted
Best Buy
Kate’s Homemade
BUTTER, UNSALTED
Plugrá European Style
Best Buy
Land O’Lakes 

CAPERS
Reese Non Pareil

CHEESE, BLUE
Stella

CHEESE, CHEDDAR, 
SHARP
Cabot Sharp Vermont

CHEESE, CHEDDAR, 
EXTRA-SHARP

Cabot Private Stock

CHEESE, COTTAGE
Hood Country Style

CHEESE, CREAM
Philadelphia Brand 

CHEESE, FETA
Mt. Vikos Traditional

CHEESE, GOAT
Laura Chenel’s Chévre Log

CHEESE, MOZZARELLA
Block: Sorrento Galbani 

Whole Milk
Shredded: Kraft 

Shredded Part Skim

CHEESE, PARMESAN
Boar’s Head Parmigiano-

Reggiano

CHEESE, PEPPER JACK
Boar’s Head Jalapeño

CHEESE, PROVOLONE

Formaggio Kitchen 
Provolone Vernengo

CHEESE, RICOTTA, 
PART-SKIM
Calabro  

CHICKEN, BREASTS, 
BONELESS, SKINLESS
Bell & Evans 

CHICKEN, WHOLE
Mary’s Free Range

CHICKPEAS, CANNED
Pastene

CHILI POWDER
Morton & Bassett

CHOCOLATE, DARK
 Ghirardelli 60% Cacao 

Bittersweet Chocolate 
Baking Bar

CHOCOLATE, MILK
Dove  
Endangered Species All-

Natural Smooth

CHOCOLATE, 
UNSWEETENED
Hershey’s 

CHOCOLATE CHIPS, 
DARK 

Ghirardelli 60% Cacao   
    Bittersweet

CHOCOLATE CHIPS, 
MILK 

Hershey’s          

CHOCOLATE CHIPS, 
WHITE
Guittard Choc-Au-Lait

CINNAMON
 Penzeys Extra Fancy 

Vietnamese Cassia

CLAM JUICE
Bar Harbor

COCOA POWDER
Hershey’s Natural 

Unsweetened
Droste
COCONUT MILK
Chaokoh

CORNMEAL, WHOLE-
GRAIN
Arrowhead Mills

CRABMEAT
Phillips Premium  

Jumbo Crab

CUMIN
Penzeys  

CURRY POWDER
Penzeys 

ESPRESSO POWDER, 
INSTANT
Caffe D’Vita

FISH SAUCE
Tiparos

FIVE-SPICE POWDER
Frontier

FLOUR, ALL-PURPOSE
King Arthur Unbleached 

Enriched 
Pillsbury Unbleached 

Enriched
FLOUR, WHOLE-WHEAT
King Arthur

GARAM MASALA
McCormick Gourmet 

Collection

GARLIC POWDER
Spice islands

GINGER, GROUND
Spice Islands

GRAHAM CRACKERS
Keebler

GREEK YOGURT,  
FULL-FAT
Olympus Traditional 10% 

Plain

GREEK YOGURT, LOW-
FAT
Fage Total 2%

GREEK YOGURT, NONFAT
Olympus Traditional 

Nonfat

HOISIN SAUCE
Kikkoman

HORSERADISH
Boar’s Head

HOT SAUCE
Huy Fong Sriracha

HUMMUS
Sabra Classic

ICE CREAM, 
CHOCOLATE
Ben & Jerry’s
Friendly’s Rich & Creamy

ICE CREAM, VANILLA
Ben & Jerry’s

KETCHUP
Heinz Organic
Best Buy
Hunt’s 

MAPLE SYRUP
Maple Grove Farms Pure 

Maple Syrup, Grade A 
Dark Amber

MARMALADE, ORANGE
Trappist Seville

MAYONNAISE
Blue Plate Real
 Hellmann’s Real (Best 

Foods on the West Coast)

MIRIN
Mitoku Organic Mikawa
Best Buy
Eden 

MOLASSES
 Brer Rabbit All Natural 

Unsulphured

MUSTARD, BROWN
Gulden’s

MUSTARD, DIJON
Trois Petit Cochons

MUSTARD, WHOLE-GRAIN
Grey Poupon Harvest

MUSTARD, YELLOW
Annie’s Naturals Organic

NOODLES, RICE, DRIED
A Taste of Thai 
OATS, QUICK
Quaker
OATS, ROLLED
Bob’s Red Mill Organic 

Extra Thick
OATS, STEEL-CUT
Bob’s Red Mill Organic

OLIVE OIL, EXTRA-
VIRGIN, SUPERMARKET
Columela

OLIVE OIL, PURE, 
SUPERMARKET
DaVinci 100% Pure

OIL, VEGETABLE
Crisco Natural Blend

OYSTER SAUCE
Lee Kum Kee

PAPRIKA 
The Spice House 

Hungarian Sweet

PASTA, EGG NOODLES
Pennsylvania Dutch Wide

PASTA, ELBOW 
MACARONI
Barilla

PASTA, FARFALLE
Mueller’s Bow Ties

PASTA, FRESH
Buitoni

PASTA, LASAGNA 
NOODLES, NO-BOIL
Barilla

PASTA, RAVIOLI, 
CHEESE
Rosetto Cheese

PASTA, PENNE
Mueller’s

PASTA, SPAGHETTI
De Cecco No. 12

PASTA, SPAGHETTI, 
GLUTEN-FREE
Jovial

PASTA, SPAGHETTI, 
WHOLE-WHEAT
Bionaturae Organic

PASTA, TORTELLINI
Barilla Three Cheese

PEANUT BUTTER, 
CRUNCHY
Jif Natural
Skippy Natural Super 

Chunk

PEANUT BUTTER, 
SMOOTH
Skippy
Jif Natural 

PEPPERCORNS, BLACK
Kalustyan’s Indian 

Tellicherry

PEPPERS, ROASTED RED
Dunbars Sweet

PICKLES, BREAD AND 
BUTTER
Bubbies Bread and Butter 

Chips

PICKLES, WHOLE 
KOSHER DILL

Boar’s Head

PIE CRUST,  
READY-MADE
Wholly Wholesome 

Certified Organic

PRESERVES, APRICOT
Smucker’s

PRESERVES, PEACH
American Spoon Red 

Haven

PRESERVES, RASPBERRY
Smucker’s

PRESERVES, 
STRAWBERRY
Welch’s

PUMPKIN, CANNED
Libby’s

RAISINS
Sun-Maid California

RICE, ARBORIO
RiceSelect

RICE, BASMATI
Tilda

RICE, JASMINE
Dynasty

RICE, LONG-GRAIN 
BROWN
Lundberg Organic Long 

Grain

RICE, LONG-GRAIN 
WHITE
 Canilla Extra Long Grain 

Enriched (by Goya)

RICE, WILD
Goose Valley

SALT
Maldon Sea Salt

SAUSAGE, ANDOUILLE
Jacob’s World Famous

SOY SAUCE
Lee Kum Kee

TAHINI
Joyva 

TEA, GREEN
Celestial Seasonings

TEA, BLACK
Plain
Twinings English Breakfast

With milk
Tetley British Blend

TOMATOES,  
CANNED CRUSHED
Tuttorosso  

TOMATOES,  
CANNED DICED
Hunt’s 
Muir Glen Organic

TOMATOES,  
CANNED PUREE
Muir Glen Organic

TOMATOES,  
CANNED WHOLE
Muir Glen Organic
Hunt’s

TOMATO JUICE
Campbell’s

TOMATO PASTE
Goya

TORTILLA CHIPS
On the Border Café Style

TORTILLAS, CORN
Maria and Ricardo’s 

Handmade Style Soft

TORTILLAS, FLOUR
Old El Paso 6-Inch

TUNA, CANNED
Wild Planet Wild 

Albacore

VANILLA BEANS
McCormick Madagascar

VANILLA EXTRACT
McCormick Pure Vanilla 

Extract
CF Saucer Co. Gold Medal 

Imitation Vanilla Extract

VERMOUTH, DRY
Gallo Extra Dry California

VINEGAR, APPLE CIDER
 Maille
 Spectrum Naturals 

Organic, Unfiltered

VINEGAR, BALSAMIC
Lucini Gran Riserva
Monari Federzoni

VINEGAR, RED WINE
Laurent du Clos

VINEGAR, WHITE WINE
For cooking
Colavita Aged
For vinaigrettes
Spectrum Naturals

YEAST
SAF (Instant or  

Perfect Rise)
Red Star (Instant Active  

or Quick Rise)

YOGURT, GREEK, 
NONFAT
Fage Total 0% Nonfat 

Greek Yogurt

YOGURT, GREEK, 
WHOLE-MILK
Fage Total Classic Greek 

Yogurt

YOGURT, WHOLE-MILK
Brown Cow Cream Top
Stonyfield Farm Organic


