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How to Obtain a Code Book 

• Free ICD-10-CM pdf  
– ftp://ftp.cdc.gov/pub/Health_Statistics/NCHS/Publications/ICD10CM/2015  

 
• Code books and associated tools with helpful hints from many 

commercial vendors  
– Paper 
– Electronic 
– Mobile Apps 

 

ftp://ftp.cdc.gov/pub/Health_Statistics/NCHS/Publications/ICD10CM/2015


ICD-10-CM Structure 

ICD-9-CM 
 
• 3-5 characters 
• First character is numeric or 

alpha  
(E or V) 

• Characters 2-5 are numeric 
• Always at least 3 characters 
• Use of decimal after 3 

characters 
 

ICD-10-CM 
 
• 3-7 characters 

– 3 characters before the decimal and up to 4 
characters after the decimal 

• 1st character is alpha (all letters except U are 
used) 

• 2nd character is numeric 
• Characters 3-7 are alpha or numeric 
• Alpha characters are not case-sensitive 

(e.g., Right ankle sprain, initial encounter: 
S93.401A, S93.401a, s93.401A, s93.401a) 



Similarities to ICD-9-CM 

• Tabular List 
– Chronological list of codes divided into chapters based on body system or 

condition 
– Same hierarchical structure 
– Chapters in Tabular structured similarly to ICD-9-CM, with minor 

exceptions 
• A few chapters have been restructured 
• Sense organs (eye and ear) separated from Nervous System chapter 

and moved to their own chapters 

 



Similarities to ICD-9-CM 

• Index 
– Alphabetical list of terms and their corresponding codes 
– Indented subterms appear under main terms 
– Same structure as ICD-9-CM 

• Alphabetic Index of Diseases and Injuries 
• Alphabetic Index of External Causes 
• Table of Neoplasms 
• Table of Drugs and Chemicals 

 



Similarities to ICD-9-CM 

• Many conventions have same meaning 
– Abbreviations, punctuation, symbols, notes such as “code first” and “use 

additional code” 

 
• Nonspecific codes (“unspecified” or “not otherwise specified”) 

are available to use when detailed documentation to support 
more specific code is not available 
 



Similarities to ICD-9-CM 

• Codes are looked up the same way 
– Look up diagnostic terms in Alphabetic Index, then 
– Verify code number in Tabular List 

 
• Codes are invalid if they are missing an applicable character 

 



Differences from ICD-9-CM 
• Expanded detail and specificity 

 

• Codes reflect modern medicine and updated medical terminology 
 

• Laterality (side of the body affected) has been added to relevant 
codes 
 

• Expanded use of combination codes 
– Certain conditions and associated common symptoms or manifestations  
– Poisonings and associated external cause 

 



Combination Codes – Examples 

• E10.52  Type 1 diabetes mellitus with diabetic peripheral 
angiopathy with gangrene  
 

• K51.414  Inflammatory polyps of colon with abscess 
 

• M05.541 Rheumatoid polyneuropathy with rheumatoid arthritis 
of right hand 
 

• M81.0  Age-related osteoporosis without current pathological 
fracture 
 



Differences from ICD-9-CM 
• In Tabular List, injuries grouped by anatomical site rather than 

type of injury 
 
ICD-9-CM 

Fractures (800-829) 
Dislocations (830-839) 
Sprains and strains (840-848) 

 
ICD-10-CM 

Injuries to the head (S00-S09) 
Injuries to the neck (S10-S19) 
Injuries to the thorax (S20-S29) 

 



Addition of 7th Character 

• 7th character used in certain chapters (e.g., Musculoskeletal, 
Obstetrics, Injuries, External Causes) 
 

• Different meaning depending on section where it is being used 
 

• Must always be used in the 7th character position 
 

• When 7th character applies, codes missing 7th character are invalid 
 



7th Character Describing Encounter 

Initial encounter:  As long as patient is receiving active treatment 
for the condition 
 
 Examples of active treatment are: surgical treatment, emergency 

department encounter, and evaluation and continuing treatment by the 
same or a different physician 

 



7th Character Describing Encounter 
Subsequent encounter: After patient has received active 
treatment of the condition and is receiving routine care for the 
condition during the healing or recovery phase 
 
 Examples of subsequent care are: cast change or removal, an x-ray to check 

healing status of fracture, removal of external or internal fixation device, 
medication adjustment, other aftercare and follow up visits following 
treatment of the injury or condition 

 
Note: For aftercare of injury, assign acute injury code with 7th character 
for subsequent encounter 

 
 



7th Character Describing Encounter 

• Sequela: Complications or conditions that arise as a direct result 
of a condition (e.g., scar formation after a burn) 
 



7th Character – Fractures  

A  Initial encounter for closed fracture  
B  Initial encounter for open fracture  
D  Subsequent encounter for fracture with routine healing  
G  Subsequent encounter for fracture with delayed healing  
K  Subsequent encounter for fracture with nonunion  
P  Subsequent encounter for fracture with malunion  
S  Sequela 

 



Placeholder “X” 

• Addition of placeholder character “X” (or “x”) is used in certain codes to: 
– Allow for future expansion 
– Fill in empty characters when a code contains fewer than 6 characters and a 

7th character applies 
• “X” is not case-sensitive 

– T46.1x5A or T46.1X5A– Adverse effect of calcium-channel blockers, initial 
encounter 

– T15.02xD or T15.02XD– Foreign body in cornea, left eye, subsequent 
encounter 

• When the placeholder character applies, it must be used in order for the 
code to be valid 
 



Excludes Notes 
• Excludes1 note  

‒ Indicates that code identified in the note and code where the note appears 
cannot be reported together because the 2 conditions cannot occur 
together 

 
 Example:  
    Q03 Congenital hydrocephalus 
     Excludes1: acquired hydrocephalus (G91.-) 

 



Excludes Notes 
• Excludes2 note  

– Indicates that condition identified in the note is not part of the condition 
represented by the code where the note appears, so both codes may be 
reported together if the patient has both conditions   

  
Example:  
    D24 Benign neoplasm of breast 
                      Excludes2: adenofibrosis of breast (N60.2) 

           benign cyst of breast (N60.-) 
              benign mammary dysplasia (N60.-) 
            benign neoplasm of skin of breast (D22.5, D23.5) 
            fibrocystic disease of breast (N60.-) 

 



ICD-10-CM Specificity Examples  

• Increased specificity 
– M16.51 Unilateral post-traumatic osteoarthritis, right hip 
– S21.112 Laceration without foreign body of left front wall of thorax 

without penetration into thoracic cavity 
– I69.351  Sequelae of cerebral infarction, Hemiplegia and hemiparesis 

following cerebral infarction affecting right dominant side  
– R10.0 Acute abdomen 
– T82.332A Leakage of femoral arterial graft (bypass), initial encounter 

 



ICD-10-CM Laterality Examples 

• Laterality 
– H65.02 Acute serous otitis media, left ear 
– M17.31 Unilateral post-traumatic osteoarthritis, right knee 
– S92.411A Displaced fracture of proximal phalanx of right great toe, initial 

encounter for closed fracture 

 



ICD-10-CM Coding Examples 

Type 2 diabetes mellitus with diabetic polyneuropathy 
 
Step 1 
Look up term in Alphabetic Index: 
Diabetes, diabetic (mellitus) (sugar) E11.9  
   type 2 E11.9 
        with  
       polyneuropathy E11.42 

 



ICD-10-CM Coding Examples 

Type 2 diabetes mellitus with diabetic polyneuropathy 
 
Step 2 
Verify code in Tabular: 
E11 Type 2 diabetes mellitus  
 E11.4 Type 2 diabetes mellitus with neurological complications 
  E11.42 Type 2 diabetes mellitus with diabetic polyneuropathy 
                          Type 2 diabetes mellitus with diabetic neuralgia 
                                

Code Assignment: E11.42 

 



ICD-10-CM Coding Examples 

Acute bronchitis due to streptococcus 
 
Step 1 
Look up term in Alphabetic Index: 
Bronchitis (diffuse) (fibrinous) (hypostatic) (infective) (membranous) J40 
  acute or subacute (with bronchospasm or obstruction) J20.9  
  due to  
   Streptococcus J20.2 

 



ICD-10-CM Coding Examples 

Acute bronchitis due to streptococcus  
 
Step 2 
Verify code in Tabular: 
J20 Acute bronchitis 
 J20.2 Acute bronchitis due to streptococcus                                

Code Assignment: J20.2 

 



ICD-10-CM Coding Examples 

Atrial fibrillation 
 
Step 1 
Look up term in Alphabetic Index: 
Fibrillation 
 atrial or auricular (established) I48.91 

 



ICD-10-CM Coding Examples 

Atrial fibrillation  
 
Step 2 
Verify code in Tabular: 
I48 Atrial fibrillation and flutter 
 I48.9 Unspecified atrial fibrillation and atrial flutter 
  I48.91 Unspecified atrial fibrillation 

Code Assignment: I48.91 

 



ICD-10-CM Coding Examples 

Dislocation, left shoulder (posterior acromioclavicular joint), presents 
to Emergency Department (ED) for evaluation 
 

Step 1 
Look up term in Alphabetic Index: 
Dislocation (articular) 
 shoulder (blade) (ligament) (joint) (traumatic) S43.006 
  acromioclavicular —see Dislocation, acromioclavicular 
 
 acromioclavicular (joint) S43.10- 
   posterior S43.15- 

 



ICD-10-CM Coding Examples 

Dislocation, left shoulder (posterior acromioclavicular joint), presents 
to ED for evaluation  

 
Step 2    
Verify code in Tabular: 
S43 Dislocation and sprain of joints and ligaments of shoulder girdle 

The appropriate 7th character is to be added to each code from category S43 
A - Initial encounter 
D - Subsequent encounter 
S - Sequela    

 



ICD-10-CM Coding Examples 

Dislocation, left shoulder (posterior acromioclavicular joint), presents 
to ED for evaluation  

 
Step 2 (continued)   
Verify code in Tabular: 
S43 Dislocation and sprain of joints and ligaments of shoulder girdle 

 S43.1 Subluxation and dislocation of acromioclavicular joint 
   S43.15 Posterior dislocation of acromioclavicular joint 
           S43.152 Posterior dislocation of left acromioclavicular joint 
 

Code Assignment: S43.152A 

 



ICD-10-CM Coding Examples 

• Same patient is seen by orthopedic surgeon for evaluation 
after being referred by ED physician 

 
Code Assignment: S43.152A 

 
(same code – still active treatment) 

 



ICD-10-CM Coding Examples 

• Same patient is taken to surgery for treatment 
 

Code Assignment: S43.152A 
 

(same code – still active treatment) 
 



ICD-10-CM Coding Examples 

• Same patient is seen in follow-up physician visit to check 
healing 

            
Code Assignment: S43.152D 

 
(7th character is “D” for subsequent encounter because it is no 

longer active treatment) 
 

 



ICD-10-CM Coding Examples 

• Physical therapy encounter for same patient 
 

Code Assignment: S43.152D 
 

(7th character is “D” for subsequent encounter because encounter 
is not active treatment for injury) 

 



ICD-10-CM Coding Examples 
Traumatic arthritis of left hip following open hip fracture caused by a 
gunshot wound 2 years ago 

 
Step 1 
Look up term in Alphabetic Index: 
Arthritis, arthritic (acute) (chronic) (nonpyogenic) (subacute) M19.90 
  traumatic (chronic) —see Arthropathy, traumatic 
Arthropathy (see also Arthritis) M12.9 
 traumatic M12.50 
  hip M12.55- 

 



ICD-10-CM Coding Examples 
Traumatic arthritis of left hip following open hip fracture caused by a 
gunshot wound 2 years ago  

 
Step 2 
Verify code in Tabular: 
M12 Other and unspecified arthropathy  
 M12.5 Traumatic arthropathy 
  M12.55 Traumatic arthropathy, hip 
   M12.552 Traumatic arthropathy, left hip 

 



ICD-10-CM Coding Examples 
Traumatic arthritis of left hip following open hip fracture caused by a 
gunshot wound 2 years ago  

 
Step 3 – Sequela code 
Look up term in Alphabetic Index: 
Fracture, traumatic (abduction) (adduction) (separation) (see also Fracture, 

pathological) T14.8  
  hip – see Fracture, femur, neck 
  femur, femoral S72.9- 
        neck – see Fracture, femur, upper end, neck 
        upper end S72.00- 
   neck S72.00-   

 



ICD-10-CM Coding Examples 
Traumatic arthritis of left hip following open hip fracture caused by a 
gunshot wound 2 years ago  

 
Step 4 – Sequela code 
Verify code in Tabular: 
S72 Fracture of femur 
  S72.0 Fracture of head and neck of femur 
   S72.00 Fracture of unspecified part of neck of femur 
        S72.002 Fracture of unspecified part of neck of left femur 

Code Assignment: M12.552, S72.002S  
(if required, W34.00xS, Accidental discharge from other and 
unspecified firearms and guns, sequela, may also be 
assigned) 

 



ICD-10-CM Coding Examples 

Infection after left total hip replacement – patient admitted for 
prosthesis removal and insertion of antibiotic impregnated 
methylmethacrylate cement spacer 

 
Step 1 
Look up term in Alphabetic Index: 
Complication (s) (from) (of)   
 joint prosthesis, internal T84.9 
  infection or inflammation T84.50 
   hip T84.5- 

 



ICD-10-CM Coding Examples 

Infection after left total hip replacement – patient admitted for 
prosthesis removal and insertion of antibiotic impregnated 
methylmethacrylate cement spacer  

 
Step 2 
Verify code in Tabular: 
T84 Complication of internal orthopedic prosthetic devices, implants and grafts 
 The appropriate 7th character is to be added to each code from category T84 
     A - initial encounter  
      D - subsequent encounter 
     S - sequela 

  

 



ICD-10-CM Coding Examples 

Infection after left total hip replacement – patient admitted for 
prosthesis removal and insertion of antibiotic impregnated 
methylmethacrylate cement spacer  

 
Step 2 (continued) 
Verify code in Tabular: 
T84.5 Infection and inflammatory reaction due to internal joint prosthesis 
   T84.52 Infection and inflammatory reaction due to internal left hip  

  prosthesis 
 

Code Assignment: T84.52xA 
 
  

 



Unspecified Codes  

• Unspecified codes have acceptable, even necessary, uses 
• Unspecified codes should be reported when they most accurately 

reflect what is known about the patient’s condition at the time of 
that particular encounter  

• It would be inappropriate to select a specific code that is not 
supported by the medical record documentation or conduct 
medically unnecessary diagnostic testing in order to determine a 
more specific code  

• Avoid excessive use of non-specific codes 
 



External Causes of Morbidity 

• No national requirement for mandatory ICD-10-CM external 
cause code reporting  
 

• Reporting of ICD-10-CM codes in Chapter 20, External Causes of 
Morbidity, is only required for providers subject to a state-based 
external cause code reporting mandate or payer requirement 
 

• In the absence of a mandatory reporting requirement, providers 
are encouraged to voluntarily report external cause codes 
 



What is The Value of Reporting External Cause of Injury Codes? 

• Provide valuable data for injury research and evaluation of injury 
prevention strategies  
 

• External cause of injury data are used at the national, state, and 
local levels to identify high-risk populations, set priorities, and 
plan and evaluate injury prevention programs and policies, and 
are potentially useful for evaluating emergency medical services 
(EMS) and trauma care systems 
 



ICD-10-CM Official Guidelines for Coding and Reporting 

• Similar to ICD-9-CM Official Coding Guidelines: 
– Accompany and complement official coding conventions and instructions 
– Required under HIPAA 

 
• Differences with ICD-9-CM guidelines related to changes inherent 

in ICD-10-CM  
 



AHA Central Office 
• Clearinghouse service established by 1963 Memorandum of 

Understanding with HHS to provide FREE assistance with ICD-9-
CM advice 
– Since 2014 converted to solely providing ICD-10-CM and ICD-10-PCS coding 

advice 
– Does not replace learning how to code 

• Questions should be submitted via www.codingclinicadvisor.com  
• Please review FAQ section for details on how to submit questions 

– Formulate coding question, not just “what is the code for XYZ” 
– Provide documentation 
– Cannot answer questions on payment, coverage, etc. 

 

http://www.codingclinicadvisor.com/


AHA Coding Clinic  

• Quarterly publication provided ICD-9-CM coding advice for over 
30 years 
– 2012-early 2014 Dual ICD-9-CM and ICD-10-CM and ICD-10-PCS advice  
– Since early 2014 solely focused on ICD-10-CM and ICD-10-PCS  
– Practical examples of frequently asked questions from AHA Central Office 

clearinghouse service 
– Real life applications of classification rules and guidelines 
– Fills in gaps on code selection 

 

 



AHA Coding Clinic  

• Supported by the Editorial Advisory Board 
– Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
– Centers for Disease Control National Center for Health Statistics 
– American Hospital Association 
– American Health Information Management Association 
– American Academy of Pediatrics 
– American Medical Association 
– American College of Physicians 
– American College of Surgeons 
– Other physician specialties on ad hoc basis 
– Coding experts 

 



How to Take Advantage of the Delay 

 
• Optimum time to learn ICD-10-CM 

– Minimal updates to the classification to the partial code set freeze 

 
• Many resources available, some free of charge 

 



Resources 
• CMS – free resources 

– Code set, Official Coding Guidelines for ICD-10-CM and ICD-10-PCS 
– General equivalence mappings 
– Implementation guides 
– Webinars, videos 
– Road to 10:  CMS Online Resource for Small Practices 
– Email updates 
– http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Coding/ICD10/index.html  

 

• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) – free resources 
– Code set, Official Coding Guidelines for ICD-10-CM 
– General equivalence mappings 
– http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/icd/icd10cm.htm#icd2014  

 

http://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Coding/ICD10/index.html
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/icd/icd10cm.htm


Resources 

• AHA 
– Coding Clinic for ICD-10-CM and ICD-10-PCS 
– http://www.codingclinicadvisor.com/  
– Free coding webinars, including Best of Coding Clinic: 

http://www.ahacentraloffice.org/codes/webinars.shtml  
– ICD-10-CM and ICD-10-PCS Coding Handbook 
– ICD-10 Implementation Executive Briefing 
– Monthly Blog on ICD-10 Implementation, in partnership with the College of 

Healthcare Information Management Executives: perspectives from CEO, 
CIO, and CMO: http://www.hhnmag.com/icd10specialreport  

 

http://www.codingclinicadvisor.com/
http://www.ahacentraloffice.org/codes/webinars.shtml
http://www.hhnmag.com/icd10specialreport


Resources 

• AHIMA 
– http://www.ahima.org/topics/icd10  
– ICD-10 implementation toolkit 
– ICD-10 preparation checklist 
– Physician model for implementation of ICD-10 (developed in partnership 

with the American Medical Association) 
– Training (on-line, face-to-face) 

• Coding training 
• Clinical documentation training for ICD-10 by specialty 

 

http://www.ahima.org/topics/icd10


Resources 

• American Medical Association (AMA) 
– http://www.ama-assn.org/   
– Monthly column on ICD-10-CM in CPT Assistant 
– Training sessions 
– Implementation planning tools 
– Educational resources 

 
• Physician Specialty Societies 

– Training sessions 
– Specialty specific tools 
– Webinars 

 

http://www.ama-assn.org/


Medicare Learning Network® 

 
• MLN Connects™ videos are a part of the Medicare Learning 

Network® (MLN), a registered trademark of the Centers for 
Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), and is the brand name for 
official information health care professionals can trust.  



Disclaimers 
This presentation was current at the time it was published or uploaded onto the web. Medicare 
policy changes frequently so links to the source documents have been provided within the 
document for your reference. 

 
This presentation was prepared as a service to the public and is not intended to grant rights or 
impose obligations. This presentation may contain references or links to statutes, regulations, or 
other policy materials. The information provided is only intended to be a general summary. It is 
not intended to take the place of either the written law or regulations. We encourage readers to 
review the specific statutes, regulations, and other interpretive materials for a full and accurate 
statement of their contents. 

 
CPT Disclaimer -- American Medical Association (AMA) Notice 
CPT codes, descriptions and other data only are copyright 2013  American Medical Association. 
All rights reserved. 
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