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OF THE AEROSPACE INDUSTRY
IN THE AMERICAN SOUTH

We continue with our series of the “Best of Economic Development in the
American South” with the “Best of the Aerospace Industry in the American South”
The aerospace industry in the region had the two best back-to-back years ever in
terms of project activity in 2016 and 2017. This ranking will assist you in finding a
location in the South for your aerospace company.

The results are based on SB&D’s knowledge of the aviation and aerospace industry
in the region, data from RandleReport.com, SB-D.com and a poll of members of
the Southern Economic Development Roundtable.

There are 10 categories per state in the “Best of the Aerospace Industry in the
American South” and the communities or sites chosen are listed based on what we
believe are the top of their classes.

We think you will enjoy reading the results of the “Best of the Aerospace Industry in
the American South.” The aerospace industry is growing faster than any industry in
the region. This unique forum can help guide you and your business to a profitable
place in the South, the third largest economy in the world. This is Part 1 of a three-
part series that will profile five of the 15 states in the South. Profiled here is the best
of aerospace in Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia and Kentucky.
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OF THE AEROSPACE INDUSTRY
IN ALABAMA

. Alabama’s Best Assets for the Aerospace Industry

Airbus final assembly facility
Marshall Space Flight Center
Redstone Arsenal

Maxwell Air Force Base

Brookley Aeroplex

Alabama Community College System
AIDT

Port of Mobile

Also receiving votes: Right to work laws; Available sites;
Business climate; Fort Rucker; Incentives; Location; Low

cost utilities; Low operating costs. The SLS Test Stand at the

2. Alabama'’s Most Important Employers Marshall Space Flight Center

in the Aerospace Industry will test the Space Launch
System (SLS). It is the only facility

that can handle something as big

Redstone Arsenal

Airbus/Brookley Aeroplex
Boeing
GE Aviation

as the SLS hydrogen tank. The
tanks are built at NASA's Michoud
Assembly in New Orleans.

Lockheed Martin
o NASA

Also receiving votes: Marshall Space Flight Center;
Raytheon; GKN Aerospace; Northrop Grumman;
Sikorsky; BAE Systems; Commercial Jet; United Launch
Alliance; UTC Aerospace Systems; Continental Motors.

3. The Best in Aerospace R&D in Alabama

 Marshall Space Flight Center

« Alabama Robotics Technology Park
 Auburn University

o ACCS Alabama Aviation Center

o University of Alabama Huntsville

Also receiving votes: University of Alabama.

4. Alabama’s Best Community Colleges for
Aerospace Worker Training

o Wallace State Community College

o Enterprise State Community College
o Calhoun Community College

o Coastal Alabama Community College

Also receiving votes: Snead State.
CONTINUED
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WHATEVER THE INDUSTRY
WHATEVER THE JOB
: OUR WORKFORCE IS READY

o AéA . ADT o . o
=\~ wﬁ'n MRWTC Maritime

RoBoOTIics TECHNOLOGY PARK CENTER
| ALABAMA | AN AIDT CENTER

AN 2AIDT TRAINING CENTER

MADE Iy
ALABAMA

WE ARE WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT

WWW.AIDT.EDU

AN @AIDT CENTER




Airbus’ only U.S. full assembly
plant is located in Mobile, Ala.
It delivered the first of
its A320 commercial
jetliners in 2016. ;

With Us

WALLACE ST.
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5. Best Sites in Alabama for
Large Aerospace Assembly

 South Alabama Megasite - Baldwin County, Ala.

« Wasden Russell Property - Montgomery County, Ala.

« Cogswell Industrial Park - St. Clair County, Ala.
« Westervelt Calera Megasite - Shelby County, Ala.

6. Best Places in North Alabama for
Aerospace Companies

o Madison County - Huntsville, Ala.
« Morgan County - Decatur, Ala.

« Cullman County - Cullman, Ala.

o Limestone County - Athens, Ala.

Also receiving votes: Marion County - Hamilton. Ala;
The Shoals - Florence, Ala.

7. Best Places in West Alabama for
Aerospace Companies

o Dallas County - Selma, Ala.

o Tuscaloosa County - Tuscaloosa, Ala.
o Walker County - Jasper, Ala.

o Marion County - Hamilton, Ala.

Also receiving votes: Fayette County - Fayette, Ala.
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Wallace State offers degrees, certificates,
and training for individuals interested in
becoming licensed airplane and helicopter
#_ pilots. Opportunities include:

e Commercial Airline / Helicopter Pilot
Certified Flight Instructor

Emergency Medical Services

Fire Fighting / Rescue Operations
Private / Corporate Aviation

Law Enforcement / Border Patrol
Offshore Transport

Cargo Services

Crop Dusting

And much more!

Engineering transfer programs also allow
students to pursue careers in the aerospace
industry. Inquire today!

256.352.8000 ® www.wallacestate.edu

8. Best Places in Central Alabama for Aerospace Companies

« Montgomery County - Montgomery, Ala.
o Jefferson County - Birmingham, Ala.
o Elmore County - Wetumpka, Ala.

Also receiving votes: Autauga County - Prattville, Ala.;
Bibb County - Centreville, Ala.; Shelby County - Calera, Ala;
Talladega County, Ala. - Talladega, Ala.

9. Best Places in East Alabama for Aerospace Companies

o Lee County - Auburn, Ala., Opelika, Ala.
o Macon County - Tuskegee, Ala.

« Calhoun County - Anniston, Ala.

« St. Clair County - Ashville, Ala.

Also receiving votes: Chambers County - Lafayette, Ala.

10. Best Places in South Alabama for Aerospace Companies

« Mobile County - Mobile, Ala.

« Baldwin County - Bay Minette, Ala.
« Houston County - Dothan, Ala.

« Dale County - Ozark, Ala.

« Covington County - Andalusia, Ala.

Also receiving votes: Coffee County - Enterprise, Ala.; Crenshaw

County - Luverne, Ala.; Butler County - Greenville, Ala.

In the winter quarter, the U.S. Air Force selected the
Alabama Air National Guard's 187th Fighter
Wing in Montgomery, Ala., for the

new F-35A fighter jet program, a

decision that is expected

to spur significant job

creation and new

investment.
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THE PERFECT PLACE TO LAND

A beautiful site ideally situated between the Carolinas and
South Alabama. That’s Opelika. You can take advantage

of immediate access to major interstates and airports, as
well as an abundance of talent from nearby aerosp
engineering and tech-savvy schools like Auburn Universi
Southern Union State Community College and Geo
Tech.

LOCATED ON
2200 1-85 CORRIDOR
ACRE NORTHEAST | 100% FIBER NETWORK

OPELIKA | HELPS BUSINESS
DUSTRIAL PARK | WORK FASTER

OPELIKA
q ' ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

Opelika’s source of pride is its 100% fiber network, ama2|
infrastructure, booming business climate and hi
workforce ready to fill hard-to-staff positi

334.705.5115
204 South Seventh Street
Opelika, Alabama 36801
Lori Huguley, CEcD e Ihuguley@opelika-al.gov
opelikaeconomicdevelopment.org

There are arces of opportunities here in Opelika. Our
ready-to-build sites are available for world-class aviation
and aerospace suppliers. You don’t have to look far for
that perfect place to land.
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OF THE AEROSPACE INDUSTRY
IN ARKANSAS

1. Arkansas’ Best Assets for the Aerospace Industry

« Central location

 Over 100 public airports
o Arkansas Aeroplex

» Low operating costs

Also receiving votes: Available sites; Business climate; Incentives;
Low cost utilities.

2. Arkansas’ Most Important Employers in the Aerospace Industry

Dassault Aviation
Raytheon Missile Systems
Lockheed Martin

Aerojet Rocketdyne

Also receiving votes: Aviation Procurement Systems;
Aviation Repair Technologies;

Ducommun; Mundo-Tech;

Pratt & Whitney; Triumph;

3. The Best in Aerospace R&D in Arkansas

« Little Rock Air Force Base
Arkansas State University
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University
» Henderson State University

Also receiving votes: University of Arkansas.
4. Arkansas’ Best Colleges for Aerospace Worker Training

Henderson State University

ASU Mid-South

Southern Arkansas University Tech
Arkansas State University
University of Arkansas at Little Rock

Also receiving votes: University of Arkansaml@‘
CONTINUED 4 e A

Raytheon Missile Systems assemble
missiles near Camden, Ark. Pictured is
the U.S. Navy's SeaRAM weapon.
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Frustrated by not having the time to get
started on your marketing website?

What'’s stopping you from starting that much needed
website redesign? You’re probably concerned that it will
take too much time, be too expensive and frankly be a
huge pain. And for many it’s just not that big a priority
because you don’t expect much from your website.

driven websites that lead to conversions, including
custom interactive maps that illustrate your location and
assets. Our economic development marketing experts
only focus on one thing: successfully marketing your
region to targeted prospects and leading them to take

Marketing Alliance can help. We build result- ___,,F—E—-.”j action. Let us help you succeed.

MARKETING ALLIANCE

A MARKETING RESOURCE COMPANY

Charlotte, North Carolina Jackson, Mississippi

704.375.0709 601.713.0045

Punta Gorda, Florida Tulsa, Oklahoma
941.347.7412 918.574.8514



5. Best Sites in Arkansas for Large Aerospace Assembly
West Memphis Megasite - Crittenden County, Ark.
Little Rock Metro Megasite - Saline County, Ark.

o I-40 Industrial Site - Lonoke County, Ark.

6. Best Places in North Arkansas for Aerospace Companies 9. Best Places in East Arkansas for Aerospace Companies
o Madison County - Huntsville, Ark. « Mississippi County - Blytheville, Ark.

« Washington County - Fayetteville, Ark., Springdale, Ark. o Crittenden County - Marion, Ark.

 Benton County - Bentonville, Ark., Springdale, Ark. « Crittenden County - West Memphis, Ark.

o Izard County - Melbourne, Ark. « Independence County - Batesville, Ark.

7. Best Places in West Arkansas for Aerospace Companies 10. Best Places in South Arkansas

« Garland County - Hot Springs, Ark. for Aerospace Companies

« Polk County - Mena, Ark. + Ouachita County - Camden, Ark

 Washington County - Fayetteville, Ark. « Columbia County - Magnolia, Ark.

« Benton County - Bentonville, Ark. « Calhoun County - Hampton, Ark.

o Sebastian County - Fort Smith, Ark.

8. Best Places in Central Arkansas for Aerospace Companies
o Pulaski County - Little Rock, Ark.

o Garland County - Hot Springs, Ark.

o Jefferson County - Pine Bluff

o Pulaski County - North Little Rock, Ark.

Experience your brand

jets at the Bill and Hillary Clinton

. .National Airport in Little Rock. . M et h od _1 .CO m

-.-.-..p...--'r
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BRANDED ENVIRONMENTS YOU NEED TO SEE

CORPORATE OFFICES | CONFERENCE ROOMS | BREAK ROOMS
CUSTOM CONFERENCE TABLES | HISTORY WALLS

method-1

BRANDED INTERIORS

%W

My i

Visit our Birmingham, Alalbbama Showroom
888.883.8087 ¢« info@Method-1.com
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OF THE AEROSPACE INDUSTRY Lrown ds d direct result

IN FLORIDA of our location. We

1. Florida's Best Assets for the Aerospace Industry i‘l:"l":"-'-l"l'rf-'ff il-t'i‘l.'" ﬂ_'fﬁ':'.l" Hiare

Kennedy Space Center than 15 years in Texas.

« Eglin Air Force Base - y .
« MacDill Air Force Base North Port is

« Orlando International Airport conveniently located near
Also receiving votes: Business climate; Incentives; 3. The Best in Aerospace R&D in Florida  iranehariaii
Low operating costs; Large aviation and aerospace cluster; o« MacDill Air Force Base J.IHI'H‘].- ’r”“PL fiil o

Naval Air Statpn Pensgcola; Miami Intgrnat|ona| Airport; + Kennedy Space Center IJ'H'I?-F ﬂ'H‘l’nJ ?.i;gih; o f'Il't’
Tampa International Airport; Tyndall Air Force Base. SpaceX

o Space ; oy . o
2. Florida’s Most Important Employers in the Aerospace Industry p mtersiate ‘T]‘"‘Tf”'r' The

4. Florida's Best Colleges for Aerospace Worker Trainin - : .
« Lockheed Martin J P d wark force is available

« Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University

« Boein ; : "
. Space§ + Florida Institute of Technology and skilled. And the city
« Northrop Grumman » Florida International University boasts of a wonderful

o Embraer « University of Central Florida w

_ I i1
Also receiving votes: NASA; Harris Corporation; Also receiving votes: University of Florida. year- round climate,

United Launch Alliance; Rockwell Collins; Blue Origin; 5. Best Sites in Florida for Large Aerospace Assembly !
Pratt & Whitney; Sikorsky Aircraft; General Dynamics; « Florida-Alabama Megasite - Jackson County, Fla. Kevin Harris, CEO
« North Florida Mega Industrial Park - Columbia County, Fla. Hot dauce Harry's

o Crawford Diamond Industrial Park - Nassau County, Fla.
CONTINUED

SpaceX facilities are located at Cape Canaveral, Fla.

Nogdit

L O R I

Best Place for Manufacturing
in Tampa Bay

EHJ-J.T’:ﬁ.HE'-,[:':IE & DEALS
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CityofNorthPort.com




Eglin Air Force Base near Fort Walton
in Northwest Florida is the largest
Air Force base in the country.

6. Best Places in North Florida for Aerospace Companies
« Bay County - Panama City, Fla.

 Okaloosa County - Crestview, Fla.

« Escambia County - Pensacola, Fla.

o Santa Rosa County - Milton, Fla.

o St. Johns County - St. Augustine, Fla.

« Duvall County - Jacksonville, Fla.

7. Best Places in West Florida for Aerospace Companies

« Hillsborough County - Tampa, Fla. Companies

o Pinellas County - St. Petersburg, Fla. + Orange County - Orlando, Fla.

« Sarasota County - Sarasota, Fla. o Osceola County - Kissimmee, Fla.
+ Lee County - Fort Myers, Fla. + Polk County - Bartow, Fla.

9. Best Places in East Florida for Aerospace Companies

Lockheed Martin, which employs nearly
10,000 people in Central Florida, designs
and manufactures all kinds of defense systems.
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8. Best Places in Central Florida for Aerospace

Seminole County - Sanford, Fla.

Brevard County - Titusville, Fla.
Volusia County - Deland, Fla.
Martin County - Stuart, Fla.

10. Best Places in South Florida for Aerospace
Companies

Palm Beach County - West Palm Beach, Fla.
Dade County - Miami, Fla.
Broward County - Fort Lauderdale, Fla.

The LM-100J Super Hercules is
built at Lockheed Martin’s facilities
in Marietta, Ga.

1. Georgia’s Best Assets for the Aerospace Industry

« Daniel Guggenheim School of Aerospace Engineering
o U.S. Air Force Warner Robins Air Logistics Complex
Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport

o The Center of Innovation for Aerospace

Also receiving votes: Business climate; Incentives; Low operating
costs; Quick Start training program.

2. Georgia’s Most Important Employers in the Aerospace Industry

o Delta Airlines

« Gulfstream Aerospace
o Lockheed Martin

o Pratt & Whitney

Also receiving votes: HAECO; Maule Air; PCC Airfoils;
Stambaugh Aviation; StandardAero; Thrush Aircraft; Triumph
Aerostructures.

3. The Best in Aerospace R&D in Georgia

« Robins Air Force Base

Georgia Institute of Technology
o Mercer Engineering Research Center
Middle Georgia State University

BGSJE

OF THE AEROSPACE INDUSTRY
IN GEORGIA

4. Georgia's Best Colleges
for Aerospace Worker Training

« Georgia Institute of Technology
o Mercer Engineering Research Center
« Middle Georgia State University

Also receiving votes: Embry-Riddle.
5. Best Sites in Georgia for Large Aerospace Assembly
o Heart of Georgia Megasite - Laurens County, Ga.

« Sibley-Smith Industrial Park - Baldwin County, Ga.
Augusta Corporate Park - Richmond County, Ga.

o Bridgeport Site - Coweta County, Ga.

6. Best Places in North Georgia for Aerospace Companies
« Cobb County - Marietta, Ga.

o Fulton County - Atlanta, Ga.

« Gwinnett County - Lawrenceville, Ga.

Hall County - Gainesville, Ga.
CONTINUED
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10. Best Places in South Georgia for Aerospace Companies

. Best Places in West Georgia for Aerospace Companies

Muscogee County - Columbus, Ga.
Coweta County - Newnan, Ga.
Carroll County - Carrollton, Ga.
Fayette County - Fayetteville, Ga.
Polk County - Cedartown, Ga.

. Best Places in Central Georgia for Aerospace Companies

Bibb County - Macon, Ga.
Houston County - Warner Robins, Ga.
Laurens County - Dublin, Ga.

. Best Places in East Georgia for Aerospace Companies

Chatham County - Savannah, Ga.
Richmond County - Augusta, Ga.
Effingham County - Springfield, Ga.

Coftee County - Douglas, Ga.
Colquitt County - Moultrie, Ga.
Thomas County - Thomasville, Ga.

BE MORE.
DO MORE.

In the last fifteen years
AGG has provided value
on over 130 economic
development projects
with capital expenditures
of over $13 billion.

Lawyers for Aspiring
Companies and Communities

Y

ATLANTA = WASHINGTON,'DC agg.com = 404.873.8650
i
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TOP PHOTO: Headquartered in
Savannah, Gulfstream designs,
builds and assembles its business
aircraft in the Georgia port city.

BOTTOM PHOTO: The Hartsfield-
Jackson Atlanta International
Airport has been the busiest in the
world for 20 straight years.

22—
~\/” POWERVISION

Taking a birds-eye
view at site selection
in Kentucky while
still in your PJs

PowerVision uses the latest drone
technologies to provide an

aerial showcase of available
commercial and industrial tracts,
along with vital information
about our communities that
allow you to conduct virtual site
visits while still wearing

your fuzzy slippers.

Kentuckys Touchstone Energy Cooperatives KT)(

Big Sandy RECC ¢ Blue Grass Energy ¢ Clark Energy ¢ Cumberland Valley Electric * Farmers RECC ¢ Fleming-Mason Energy
Grayson RECC ¢ Inter-County Energy ¢ Jackson Energy ¢ Licking Valley RECC ¢ Nolin RECC ¢ Owen Electric

Salt River Electric » Shelby Energy ¢ South Kentucky Rural Electric * Taylor County RECC

DatalsPower.org
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OF THE AEROSPACE INDUSTRY
IN KENTUCKY

1. Kentucky’s Best Assets for the Aerospace Industry

o Low operating costs

o Kentucky Aerospace Industry Consortium
» UPS Worldport

o Prime Air Hub

Also receiving votes: DHL Hub; Business climate; Central
location; Incentives.

2. Kentucky’s Most Important Employers in the Aerospace
Industry

L] UPS

» GE Aviation

+ Raytheon

 Lockheed Martin

o Safran Landing Systems

Also receiving votes: BAE; Belcan; DHL; Prime Air; Meggitt;
Phoenix Products; Space Tango.

3. The Best in Aerospace R&D in Kentucky

o Morehead State University
University of Louisville
Eastern Kentucky University
o Kentucky State University

Also receiving votes: Western Kentucky University.
4. Kentucky's Best Colleges for Aerospace Worker Training

o Morehead State University
« University of Louisville
o Eastern Kentucky University

Also receiving votes: Kentucky State University;
Western Kentucky University.

5. Best Sites in Kentucky for Large Aerospace Assembly

Glendale Megasite - Hardin County, Ky.
« West Kentucky Megasite - Graves County, Ky.

6. Best Places in North Kentucky for Aerospace Companies

Jefferson County - Louisville, Ky.

Boone County - Burlington, Ky.

Kenton County - Covington, Ky.

Campbell County - Newport, Ky.

7. Best Places in West Kentucky for Aerospace Companies
» Hopkins County - Madisonville, Ky.

Daviess County - Owensboro, Ky.
McCracken County - Paducah, Ky.
Graves County - Mayfield, Ky.

8. Best Places in Central Kentucky for Aerospace Companies

Fayette County - Lexington, Ky.
« Hardin County - Elizabethtown, Ky.
« Boyle County - Danville, Ky.

9. Best Places in East Kentucky for Aerospace Companies

Jackson County - McKee, Ky.
« Powell County - Stanton, Ky.
» Rowan County - Morehead, Ky.

10. Best Places in South Kentucky for Aerospace Companies
o Christian County - Hopkinsville, Ky.

o Warren County - Bowling Green, Ky.

o Pulaski County - Somerset, Ky.
o Laurel County - London, Ky. &

TOP PHOTO: The Space Science
Center at Morehead State University

CENTER PHOTO: Raytheon makes
defense systems in Louisville,
including this missile launch system.

BOTTOM PHOTO: Worldport hub, located in Louisville, Ky., is
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MAJOR IN
YOUR PASSION
FOR THE STARS.

The Space Science Center at

Morehead State University (Morehead, Kentucky)
is a research and education center that focuses
on the design, development and operation of small
satellites and on providing hands-on training to the
next generation of aerospace engineers through
three degree programs.

SPACE SCIENCE PROGRAMS

* Master of Science in
Space Systems Engineering
¢ Bachelor of Science in Astrophysics
« Bachelor of Science in Space Science MOREHEAD STATE
P UNIVERSITY

MAJOR IN YOU.

The Center provides satellite telemetry, tracking and control
services with the 21 meter Space Tracking Antenna. The
Center also provides spacecraft environmental testing
services including: vibration analysis, T-Vac testing, EM
testing, and residual gas analysis.

www.moreheadstate.edu

The Center’s staff and students have successfully flown
several small satellite space missions with NASA and
industry partners. Lunar IceCube, currently in development
under a partnership with NASA Goddard Spaceflight
Center, JPL, and Busek, has been selected to fly on NASA's

UPS's largest air facility. It processes an average of 1.6 million
packages a day using 155 miles of conveyors. The massive

Exploration Mission-1 in 2018- the maiden voyage of the
Space Launch System- the most powerful rocket ever built.

facility houses over 20,000 employees.
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