
APA Style Citations 
 

SOME BASIC RULES: 
 
* Use a hanging indent- indent all of the lines after the first line of each entry one-half inch. 
 
* Double-space entries in the reference list 
 
* Alphabetize entries by the first word in the entry (usually an author’s last name) 
 
* Capitalize only the first word and proper nouns in titles and subtitles for books, web pages, 
newspaper articles, and magazine articles.   
 
* Some electronic documents have a DOI (digital object identifier).  A DOI is a unique 
alphanumeric string assigned to a document that provides a persistent link to it on the Internet.  
Not all documents have a DOI, but those that do should include the DOI in the citation. 
 
*For articles retrieved through a database that do not have a DOI, check to see if the article is 
available at the publication’s website.  If so, include the publication’s web address in your 
citation (ex. Retrieved from http://content.nejm.org).  If the article is not available on the web, 

include the name of the database in your citation (ex. Retrieved from ProQuest Research Library).   
 
 

EXAMPLES: 
  
JOURNAL ARTICLE (PRINT) 
Riesenberg, L.A., Leitzsch, J., & Cunningham, J.M. (2010).  Nursing handoffs: A systematic 

review of the literature.  American Journal of Nursing, 110(4), 24-34. 
 
JOURNAL ARTICLE FROM A WEBSITE WITH DOI 
Poon, P.C., Kuo, T.H., Linford, N.J., Roman, G., & Pletcher, S.D. (2010).  Carbon dioxide sensing 

modulates lifespan and physiology in drosophila.  Public Library of Science Biology, 8(4).  
doi:10.1371/journal.pbio.1000356 

 

JOURNAL ARTICLE FROM A WEBSITE WITHOUT DOI 
Gagnon, L., Bakker, D., Montgomery, P., & Palkovits, J.A. (2010 May).  Nurse autonomy in cancer care.  

Cancer Nursing 33(3), E21-E28.  Retrieved from http://www.nursingcenter.com 

 
JOURNAL ARTICLE RETRIEVED THROUGH A DATABASE 
Madhi, S., Cunliffe, N., Steele, D., Witte, D., Kirsten, M., Louw, C., … Neuzil, K. (2010).  Effect of human 

rotavirus vaccine on severe diarrhea in African infants.  The New England Journal of 
Medicine, 362(4), 289-98.  Retrieved from http://content.nejm.org/ 

 
MAGAZINE ARTICLE (PRINT) 
MacSweeney, E. (2010, May).  Bill Nighy’s cause: How to solve the world’s problems with a 

teeny, tiny tax on banking.  Vogue, 200(5), 126. 
 



MAGAZINE ARTICLE FROM A WEBSITE 
Begley, S. (2010, April 29).  Second-class science.  Newsweek.  Retrieved from 

http://www.newsweek.com 
 
MAGAZINE ARTICLE RETRIEVED THROUGH A DATABASE 
Kluger, J. (2010, April 12).  Flushed away.  Time, 175 (14), 59.  Retrieved from 

http://www.time.com/time/magazine 
 
NEWSPAPER ARTICLE (PRINT) 
Worth, R. F. (2010, April 30).  Iranian reformist urges labor groups and teachers to join 

opposition.  The New York Times, pp. A6. 
 
NEWSPAPER ARTICLE FROM A WEBSITE 
Barron, J. (2010, May 4).  Suspect was a citizen for just a year.  The New York Times.  Retrieved 

from http://www.nytimes.com 
 
NEWSPAPER ARTICLE RETRIEVED THROUGH A DATABASE 
Smith, J. (2010, May 4).  Mike’s tavern on Troost reopens after a makeover.  The Kansas City 

Star.  Retrieved from http://www.kansascity.com  
 
BOOK (PRINT) 
Macvey, J.W. (1977).  Interstellar travel.  New York: Stein and Day Publishers.   
 
ELECTRONIC VERSION OF A PRINT BOOK 
Johansen, B.E. (2002).  Global warming desk reference [NetLibrary version].  Retrieved from 

http://165.173.10.10:2100/Details.aspx 
 
ENTRY IN A REFERENCE BOOK (PRINT) 
Williams, W. F. (Ed.) (2000).  Cattle mutilations.  Encyclopedia of Pseudoscience.  New York: 

Facts on File, Inc. 
 
ENTRY IN A REFERENCE BOOK ON THE WEB 
Fight. (n.d.).  In Merriam-Webster’s online dictionary (11th ed.).  Retrieved from 

http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/fight 
 
ENTRY IN A REFERENCE BOOK RETRIEVED THROUGH A DATABASE 
Horswell, G. (2008). Bullying is a key factor in threats of youth violence. In L. Gerdes (Ed.), 

Opposing Viewpoints: Violence. Retrieved from Opposing Viewpoints Resource Center 
database. 

 
GOVERNMENT/NGO REPORT RETRIEVED ONLINE 
Cheeser, S.G. (2010, March).  Afghanistan causalities: Military forces and civilians (CRS Report 

No. R41084).  Retrieved from Congressional Research Service website: 
http://assets.opencrs.com/rpts/R41084_20100308.pdf 

 
 
Information on this handout compiled using APA Publication Manual, 6

th
 Edition:  

American Psychological Association. (2010).  Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association.  
Washington, DC: American Psychological Association. 


