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College- and Career-Ready Standards Addressed: RL.6.5, 8.5 

Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of a 
text and contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot. 

Objective: Students will learn to differentiate narrative and expository texts. 
 
Materials 

● Three narrative short texts and three expository short texts at appropriate instructional level. 

● Pencil. 

● Paper or notebook. 

● Text Structure Cue Sheet (see below).   

Suggested Schedule and Group Size  

Schedule: Daily, no more than five minutes to 10 minutes per session. 
Recommended group size: Small group (four to five students in lower grades; up to 10 students in 
upper grades).  
Note: The following script is intended as a model. 

Activity 

Intervention Principle 

Use precise, explicit 
language to introduce the 
lesson and critical concepts. 

Sample Script and Procedures 

Today, we’ll be learning about text structure, which is something 
good readers use to help them understand what they read.  
Text structure is the organization of text. What is text structure? 
(The organization of text) 

Deliver new information 
explicitly and in smaller 
chunks compared with less 
intensive instruction.  

There are two main categories of text: (1) narrative text, and 
(2) expository text.   
Each time we encounter new text we will decide what type of text—
narrative or expository—it is. 

Ask questions frequently to 
check for understanding.  

What are the two types of text we’ll be talking about today? 
(Narrative and expository.) 

http://www.meadowscenter.org/files/resources/_RTS_Complete.pdf
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 Provide a narrative text and an expository text at the students’ 
instructional level.   
The purpose of narrative text is to entertain the reader or present 
a story. Narrative text will often use a text structure that includes a 
beginning, a middle, and an end of a story. A novel is an example 
of a narrative text.  
What is the purpose of narrative text? (To entertain the reader or 
tell a story.) That’s right. Narrative text is intended to entertain the 
reader or tell a story.  
The purpose of expository text is to inform the reader of an event 
or provide general information. What is the purpose of expository 
text? (To inform the reader or provide information.) That’s right, 
expository text informs the reader or provides information. Your 
science book is an example of an expository text.  
One tricky thing about expository text is that it can use different 
text structures within one text, so we’ll have to watch out for that.   

Model think-aloud 
procedures to demonstrate 
how to differentiate text 
types.  

Preview the narrative text with the students. Identify the characteristics 
of the text to help determine the text type. Have students use paper and 
pencils to record notes.  
Let’s look at this narrative text together. Watch and listen as I 
think out loud and look for the features of a narrative text. First, 
I’ll look to see how the text is organized. When previewing 
narrative text, I’ll look for the following features. Write these on the 
board:  

a. Setting 
b. Characters 
c. Conflict 
d. Rising action 
e. Climax 
f. Falling action 
g. Resolution 

Let’s preview the narrative text passage together and look for 
these features.  
The narrative text features listed above may or may not be present in 
the narrative text passage presented to the students. To efficiently 
locate the features during modeling, preview the text to highlight which 
features are present and where they are located in the passage. 
Now, let’s look at the features of the expository text to help us 
identify how it is organized. When previewing expository text, we 
should look for the following features to identify it as an expository 
text. Write these on the board: 

a. Titles 
b. Headings 
c. Subheadings 
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 d. Boldface words 
e. Charts  
f. Tables 
g. Diagrams 
h. Graphics 

Let’s preview the expository text passage together.  
The expository text features listed above may or may not be present in 
the expository text passage you present to the students. To efficiently 
locate the features during modeling, preview the text to highlight which 
features are present and where they are located in the passage. 

Use study aides to provide 
structure for practice.  

Introduce the Text Structure Cue Sheet to serve as a guide for the 
students to use while they identify text types. Use the cue sheet to 
review the narrative and expository text purpose, text structures, 
definitions, and signal words. Let them know they will learn more 
about the graphic organizers section in another lesson.  
Remember, narrative text structure uses a story structure that 
includes story elements, such as setting, characteristics, conflict, 
plot (rising action, climax, falling action), and resolution. Point to 
items on the cue sheet. Narrative text structures may also be easier 
to remember because the structure follows a story with a 
beginning, a middle, and an end.  
Expository text structures present information to the reader using 
different structures. Expository text structure may have up to six 
different subtypes of text structures. We will learn more about 
those subtypes in another lesson. 

Allow opportunities for 
paired practice and provide 
feedback. 

Now you’ll work with a partner to determine whether the passages 
I’m about to hand out are narrative or expository passages.  
Group the students in pairs. Hand out the second narrative and 
expository passages. Provide a few minutes for students to discuss 
possible text differences. Monitor the students’ discussions and remind 
them that it is okay to change their initial answers after their 
conversations with their partners. The teacher might select a few 
students to share their answers and thinking as a model for the whole 
class. 

Allow opportunities for 
independent practice and 
provide immediate feedback. 

Hand out the third narrative and expository passages. Allow the 
students an opportunity to work independently while providing 
supportive practice. Ask students to identify the text type of each 
narrative and expository passage, and prepare students to share why 
they believe the passages are either narrative or expository. Ask 
students to use paper and pencils to record the text types and to explain 
why they think the passages are those particular text types. Monitor the 
students’ text identification and reasoning and provide error 
correction instruction, when necessary. 
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Error Correction 

Provide immediate and 
explicit error correction. 
Have the students practice 
the correct responses. 

If students make errors, provide immediate corrective feedback so they 
avoid practicing mistakes. Explain the correct reasoning or evidence 
for the text type. Note the location of evidence in the passage and 
provide a think-aloud to illustrate how a good reader will use the 
information to determine the correct text type. Have students repeat the 
correct responses. 

Instructional Considerations 

 Note on providing feedback: It is recommended that the teacher 
review the narrative text first because it uses one text structure and will 
provide a positive practice opportunity. Acknowledge correct student 
responses, textual evidence cited by the students to identify the text 
type, and students’ reasoning. Provide positive feedback directed at the 
students’ reasoning to recognize their use of text to inform 
understanding. Remind students to use the text to help support their 
statements. You might also provide praise or points toward a privilege 
to reward academic engagement during paired practice and for overall 
participation.  
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Text Structure Cue Sheet 

This handout should serve as a guide for students as they learn about text structures. Students 
may reference the two main types of text—narrative and expository—and the common text 
structure types, definitions, signal words, and graphic organizers used to visually represent the 
information in the text.  

Narrative Text 
Purpose: To entertain the reader or present a story 

  

Text Structure Type and Definition Signal Words Graphic Organizer 

Includes story elements or parts, also known as story 
grammar: 

● Setting  

● Characters 

● Conflict  

● Plot (rising action, climax, falling action) 

● Resolution 

First 
So 
Then 
Finally 
At last  

Story map 

 
Expository Text 
Purpose: To inform the reader of an event or 
provide general information 

  

Text Structure Type and Definition Signal Words Graphic Organizer 

Cause-effect: How or why an event happened; what 
resulted from an event 

Because  
Due to  
Since therefore  
So that 
As a result of 
Consequently  

Cause-effect 
semantic map 

Chronology/sequence: The order of events or steps in 
a process 

Afterward 
Before 
During 
Immediately 
Last 
Previously 

Timeline 
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Expository Text 
Purpose: To inform the reader of an event or 
provide general information 

  

Text Structure Type and Definition Signal Words Graphic Organizer 

Compare/contrast: How two or more things are alike 
or different 

As opposed to 
Both 
In common 
In comparison 
Opposite 
Similarly 

Venn diagram  

Description/categorization: How something looks, 
moves, works; a definition or characterization 

Appears to be 
For example 
Identify 
Refers to 
Such as 
To illustrate 

Web  

Problem-solution: What’s wrong and how to fix it Problem 
Resolution 
Response 
Solution 
To fix the problem 

Problem-solution 
relationship 

Position-reason: Why a point or idea should be 
supported; what’s wrong with an idea 

As illustrated by 
Because 
Consequently 
For instance 
For this reason 
In conclusion 

Position-reason 
flowchart 

 


	Identifying Narrative and Expository Text Structures 
	College- and Career-Ready Standards Addressed: RL.6.5, 8.5 
	Objective: Students will learn to differentiate narrative and expository texts. 
	Materials 
	Suggested Schedule and Group Size  
	Activity 
	Error Correction 
	Instructional Considerations 

	Text Structure Cue Sheet 
	Narrative Text 
	Expository Text 




<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice





