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Outline 

• Effective Googling 

– Google Cheat 
Sheet 

• http://www.ucd.ie/t
4cms/Guide21.pdf  

• Different types of 

search engines: 

articles/papers; 

books; images; 

statistics; 

datasets; by 

discipline, etc.  

 

• Portal/Gateway sites; 

custom search 

engines 

• Using Google to 

locate “type”-based 

resources (e.g. a 

directory, 

bibliography, 

database, open 

access repository) 

• Evaluating websites 

http://www.ucd.ie/t4cms/Guide21.pdf
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http://www.ucd.ie/t4cms/Guide21.pdf
http://www.ucd.ie/t4cms/Guide21.pdf


Try It Out -1! 

• Search for: 

 

 Exports Ireland 

 

 Limited to the CSO website (www.cso.ie) 



Try It Out -2! 

• Search for: 

 

 A recent OECD report on the Irish 

 economy 

 

 Limit to oecd.org 

 Limit to PDF 

 Limit to past year 



Different types of search engines 

• General scholarly 

– Google Scholar 

– Microsoft Academic Search 

• By type 

– Open access, repositories 

– Theses 

– Books 

– Images 

– Statistics 

– Datasets 

– Discipline-specific 



Google Scholar 

http://scholar.google.com  

• All disciplines (including 

humanities); variety of 

formats e.g. articles, papers, 

books, open access materials, 

IRs 

• Good for locating material that 

may fall between disciplines 

(e.g. How people remember 

music/melodies) 

• Good for identifying which 

subject-specific databases to 

use – use as a back door 

 

 

• Can limit by author, 

publication etc. (use 

Advanced Search option) 

• Can link to library holdings 

• Cited by feature; can save 

to Endnote, etc. 

• No listing of what is 

included; not clear how 

often it is updated 

• Too many irrelevant items 

may be retrieved – cannot 

fine-tune search as with a 

database search 

 

http://scholar.google.com/


What disciplinary-specific resources 

should I check? 

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Debussy_String_quartet.png  
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 • Psychological 
Review 

• Nature 
Neuroscience 

• ERIC 

• British Journal of 
Psychology 

• Communications 
of the ACM 

 



Be specific; include all key concepts; 

build up your search in Advanced Search 

 

Advanced  
Search  



Include other details such as Authors, 

Journal Title, as needed 

•Include 
surname 
only 

 



From a key article find more articles by 

clicking the Cited by and  

Related articles tabs 
 



Search within the list of citing articles 

 



Generate a formatted citation or 

import into Endnote 



 



Change settings to import into Endnote 

 



 



Save articles to your Scholar Library 



Access saved articles in My library 

 



Set up an alert to automatically keep 

up-to-date with your topic 

 



 



Link to UCD Library’s subscriptions 

 





 



Try It Out -3! 

• Search for: 

 

 The impact of holiday homes on rural 

 areas 

 

 Construct your search using key terms 

 From results page check out the Cited By 

 option 

 Create an alert for your topic 



Looking for a specific paper; you may 

need to remove punctuation, symbols. 

Search as a phrase using “” 



Identify a scholar and see what else 

they have written 

 



 

Learn how to 
create a 
Google Scholar 
Citations page 
at: 

http://libguide
s.ucd.ie/GSC  

http://libguides.ucd.ie/GSC
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View the Library’s short video: 
www.ucd.ie/library/elearning/googlescholar/story.html  

 

 

http://www.ucd.ie/library/elearning/googlescholar/story.html


Improve Google Scholar functionality by 

using it with Publish or Perish 

http://www.harzing.com/pop.htm Can sort in 
different 
ways e.g. 
Publication, 
Author 

 

Can export 
results to 
Excel 

http://www.harzing.com/pop.htm


Microsoft Academic Search 

http://academic.research.microsoft.com/  

• Started with Computer Science…strongest in Sciences, 

weakest in Humanities 

• In Advanced Search can limit by Author, Conference, Journal, 

Organisation, Year, field of study 

• Good sorting functionality e.g. in Author Profile, by year and 

citation count; can export to Endnote 

• Author may have several different profiles & articles may be 

assigned to wrong author 

• List of content sources: 

http://academic.research.microsoft.com/About/help.htm#5  

• No linking to Library subscriptions 

 

 

 

http://academic.research.microsoft.com/
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BASE - Bielefeld Academic Search Engine 

www.base-search.net  

• “...one of the world's most voluminous 

search engines especially for academic open 

access web resources” (not so good for 

humanities) 

• It sources high quality content from around 

2,500 repositories from journals, conference 

proceedings, patents & theses. Worldwide (so 

not largely U.S.)  

• It enables deep searching of full text 

documents 

• Can save to Endnote, etc. 

http://www.base-search.net/
http://www.base-search.net/
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Search for “metal fatigue” limited to 

subject heading 

 



Theses 

• Open Access theses and dissertations 

http://www.oatd.org/  

– Index to 1.6m research theses available open 
access – worldwide; harvested from repositories 

 

• DART – Europe E-theses portal (DEEP)  

www.dart-europe.eu/  

– Free access to over 215,000 full-text research 
theses from over 300 European universities; 
harvested from repositories 

 

• http://libguides.ucd.ie/digital_theses 

– UCD Library guide  

 

http://www.oatd.org/
http://www.dart-europe.eu/
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Worldcat: the World’s Largest Library 

Catalogue www.worldcat.org/  

 
 

http://www.worldcat.org/


 



Find a Library.... 

 



Google Books 

http://books.google.com/  
 

 

 

• Publications supplied by selected libraries (e.g. 

Harvard, Oxford University, NYPL) – these are 

scanned, digitised and indexed by Google 

 

• Publisher-supplied publications; also self-

published books 

 
 

• “Previews” may be given to books that are 

in-print and in-copyright. A “preview” can be 

substantial 

 

 

 

 

 

http://books.google.com/


• “Full previews” may be given to books that are 

in-copyright but out-of-print. The full book in 

its entirety may be viewed online 

 
 

• For books that are out-of-copyright, books may be 

viewed, downloaded (PDF) and printed in their 

entirety. Out-of-copyright books will be more than 

70 years old so Google Books is a good source 

for 19th and early 20th century books and 

other material 

 

• Can sort by date and time 

 

• Intitle: 

 

• Subject: 
– Keep terms broad 

 

 

Google Books 

 

 



 



Limit by date 

 



Preview option 

 



 



 



Full-text out-of-copyright books 

 



 
Download 



Images and Paintings 

• Wikimedia Commons (Images) 

– http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page  

• All available for use under Creative 
Commons license 

 

• Google Art Project 

– www.googleartproject.com/ 

•  Thousands of artworks photographed in 
high resolution 

– http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Google_Art_
Project  

 

 

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
http://www.googleartproject.com/
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What is this plant? 

 

• Click on the 
camera icon in the 
search bar in 
Google Images 
(images.google.co
m) 

 

• Upload your 
image 



 



Zanran for Data & Statistics  

www.zanran.com  

Free 
registration 
to download 
tables, 
graphs, 
charts etc. 

http://www.zanran.com/


Wolfram|Alpha 

www.wolframalpha.com/  

• Computational  

search engine 

 

• On results page 

check 

Interpretation, 

Sources and 

Definitions 

 

http://www.wolframalpha.com/


Databases and datasets e.g. Databib 

http://databib.org/  

 

http://databib.org/


Discipline-Specific Data Portals 
 

• http://libguides.calpoly.edu/content.php?pid=277668&sid=2288020 

• http://www.lib.uts.edu.au/research/data-archives 

• http://www.researchpipeline.com/mediawiki/index.php?title=Main_Page  
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http://libguides.calpoly.edu/content.php?pid=277668&sid=2288020
http://www.lib.uts.edu.au/research/data-archives
http://www.lib.uts.edu.au/research/data-archives
http://www.lib.uts.edu.au/research/data-archives
http://www.lib.uts.edu.au/research/data-archives
http://www.researchpipeline.com/mediawiki/index.php?title=Main_Page
http://www.researchpipeline.com/mediawiki/index.php?title=Main_Page


Irish Social Science Data Archive: 

ISSDA www.ucd.ie/issda  

 

http://www.ucd.ie/issda


Discipline-specific search engines / 

portals 

• Deep Web 

Technologies 

– Mednar.com 

– Biznar.com 

– Scienceresearch.com 

 

• JURN www.jurn.org  

–  Index to 4,500+ free 
ejournals in the arts 
& humanities. 

 

 

http://www.jurn.org/


Portal/Gateway Sites  

 
 

• Infomine 

– http://infomine.ucr.e
du/ 

• Scholarly Internet 
resource collections 

 

 

 

• Evaluated subject 

listings – people 

not robots 

 

• Get to the deep 

web through links 

to  e.g. databases 

(where you need 

to perform a 2nd 

stage search) 

 

http://infomine.ucr.edu/
http://infomine.ucr.edu/


Custom Search Engines 

• Let users construct their own 

specialised search engines made up 

of an individual’s own selected sites. 

Any searches will then return results 

from just those sites. 

 

• Organisations are increasingly using  

custom search  engines to select the 

websites they’d like to include in their 

search index.  

 

 

 

 
 



Google Custom Search Engines 

www.google.com/cse/  

 

http://www.google.com/cse/


 

 
• Economics Search 

Engine 

– http://ese.rfe.org/  

• Searches the 
contents of approx 
23,000 economics 
web sites 

• Put together by an 
economics lecturer 

 

 

 

• Kritikos 

– https://kritikos.liv.a
c.uk/  

• CSE techniques in 
conjunction with 
Learningregistry.org 

• Results presented 
visually by media 
type 

 
 

http://ese.rfe.org/
https://kritikos.liv.ac.uk/
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Locating Relevant Resources 

• Add “type” to Google search 

 

– "public health" ireland OR irish database OR 
dataset 

– Archaeology Ireland OR irish database 

– Architecture ireland OR irish database 

– history irish OR ireland archive 

– zoology portal OR directory OR "search 
engine“ 

– Science “search engine” 

– Music “public domain” 

 



Evaluating Websites: WHO? 

• Who is 

responsible for 

the site? 

 

• Affiliation? 

 

• What can be 

gleaned from 

the URL? 

 



Evaluating Websites: WHAT? 

• What is the 

purpose of the 

site? 

• What is its 

bias? 

• Does it give 

alternative 

views on a 

topic? 

• Facts or 

opinions? 

 



Evaluating Websites: WHAT? 

• What is its content? 

• How accurate is it? 

• Does the site include references to the information that 

is used on the site? 

• Is it reliable? 

 



Evaluating Websites: WHEN? 

  



Presentation 
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Feedback 

http://goo.gl/4BE

YAb 

Make sure when you are typing 

the url in that you capitalise 

what needs to be capitalised. 

http://goo.gl/4BEYAb
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