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How did you do? Colour the right face for you.  

          = I can do this easily                 = I can do some of this                 = I need more practice 

Masculine or feminine?

Look up the French words below in your dictionary.  

Colour them 

	 in blue if they’re masculine   	

	 in red if they’re feminine  		 red

blue

In French, the names of people, animals and things are 

either masculine (masc.) or feminine (fem.).
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familier adjective masc., 
familière  fem.
un animal familier  a pet

la famille noun fem.
1 family

une famille nombreuse  a large 
family

2 relatives
J ’ai de la famille à Bordeaux.  I’ve 
got relatives in Bordeaux.

le fan noun masc. & fem.
fan
C’est un fan de Madonna.  He’s a 
fan of Madonna.

fantastique adjective masc. & fem.
fantastic

le fantôme noun masc.
ghost

la farce noun fem.
trick
faire une farce à quelqu’un  to play 
a trick on somebody

farci adjective masc., farcie  fem.
stuffed
des poivrons farcis  stuffed peppers

la farine noun fem.
flour

fatigant adjective masc., 
fatigante  fem.
tiring

fatigué adjective masc., 
fatiguée  fem.
tired

fausse adjective fem.  SEE  faux

faut verb  SEE  falloir
Il faut lire ce livre.  You have to 
read this book.
Il faut rester à la maison?  Do we 
have to stay at home?

la faute noun fem.
1 mistake

une faute d’orthographe  a 
spelling mistake

2 fault
C’est ta faute!  It’s your fault!

le fauteuil noun masc.
armchair
un fauteuil roulant  a wheelchair

faux adjective masc., fausse  fem.
1 not true

Ce qu’elle dit est faux.  What she 
says isn’t true.

2 wrong
Ta réponse est fausse.  Your answer 
is wrong.

3 false
une fausse barbe  a false beard
Vrai ou faux?  True or false?

favori adjective masc., 
favorite  fem.
favourite

la fée noun fem.
fairy
un conte de fées  a fairy tale

les félicitations plural noun fem.
congratulations

féliciter verb
to congratulate
J e te félicite!  Congratulations!

femalle adjective masc. & fem.
female

la femelle noun fem.
female

féminin adjective masc., 
féminine  fem.
feminine

la femme noun fem.
1 woman

les hommes et les femmes  men 
and women

2 wife
C’est la femme de mon cousin.  
She’s my cousin’s wife.

�   FALSE FRIEND
une farce = a trick (not a farce)

�  The months of the year and days of the week do not take a capital letter in French.
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E means use être to make the past tense.

baguette i banlieue
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la baguette noun fem.
1 (French bread) baguette
2 wand

une baguette magique  a magic 
wand

3 des baguettes (for eating with) 
chopsticks

les Bahamas plural noun fem.
les îles Bahamas  the 
Bahamas, the Bahama Islands

se baigner verb  E 
to go swimming
Tu veux te baigner?  Do you want 
to go swimming?

la baignoire noun fem.
bath

bâiller verb
to yawn

le bain noun masc.
bath
prendre un bain  to have a bath
un bain moussant  a bubble bath

le baiser noun masc.
kiss

baisser verb
1 to put down

Baisse ta main, J amal.  Put your 
hand down, Jamal.

2 to turn down
Tu peux baisser un peu la 
télé?  Can you turn the TV down a 
bit?

3 to pull down
Baisse les stores!  Pull down the 
blinds!

se balader verb  E 
to go for a walk

le baladeur noun masc.
personal stereo
le baladeur MP3  MP3 player

le balai noun masc.
broom

la balançoire noun fem.
swing

balayer verb
to sweep

le balcon noun masc.
balcony

la baleine noun fem.
whale

la balle noun fem.
(for tennis, ping-pong, or golf) ball

le ballon noun masc.
1 (for football, rugby, or basketball) ball

Ils jouent au ballon.  They’re 
playing with a ball.
un ballon de football  a football

2 balloon
Pour la fête, il y a des ballons 
bleus, blancs et rouges.  For the 
party there are blue, white, and red 
balloons.

la banane noun fem.
banana

le banc noun masc.
bench

la bande noun fem.
group
une bande d’amis  a group of 
friends

la bande dessinée noun fem.
comic
Mon père adore les bandes 
dessinées.  My father loves 
comics.

la banlieue noun fem.
suburbs
J ’habite en banlieue.  I live in the 
suburbs.

   CULTURE3 
Comics are a lot more popular in France 
than in Britain. Grown-ups often read 
them too.
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