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Thank you for your interest in Cranbrook School. I am proud to welcome you to our fantastic Sixth Form community. 
Cranbrook School A-Level Course Guide
To help students to choose their courses for 2016-17 we have produced ‘The A-Level Course Guide’.  Hopefully it will answer most of your questions, but it also includes the contact details for me on the front cover and the email address of every Head of Department on their subject pages. Please do not hesitate to get in touch should you need any help at all.    

Application Process

There is an application form to join the Cranbrook School Sixth Form in this pack. All external students are expected to complete this application form before the deadline. There are more copies on the admissions page of our website and spares will be available in the Barham reception. 

A Level Structure 2016-17

All students will need to choose four subjects to study in Year 12. A reserve must also be selected. In some cases, if students can only find three subjects that they would like to do, if it is right for them, we will look to make sure this is possible. It isn’t the number of subjects that is important; it is about doing what is right for different students. 

The system for A-levels from September 2016 will be new and Exam Boards are still developing details about the subject content.  Students will take mock exams in the January of Year 12 and then choose one of their four subjects to take as an AS-level in June of Year 12. Students will take an internal exam in their other subjects in Year 12 and carry on studying these through Year 13 to complete three full A-levels.  

Choosing Where to Study
Choosing your place of study for the next two years, as well as what to study, is an important decision, which will affect the rest of your life. Some questions you should be asking yourself are:
	Does the institution do the subjects I want to do?
	What are the results like?
	What support will I get during the course?
	What else does the institution offer outside of academic life?
	
Will I be stretched, challenged, supported and encouraged?
What support will I get to move me on to the next stage in my career?


Hopefully you have found out as much about Cranbrook Sixth Form as possible. If you are not in Cranbrook School Year 11, make sure you come to an open day and get a tour around the school. This Sixth Form Course Guide, alongside our open days, should provide the flavour of Sixth Form life at Cranbrook School; the experience and opportunities that are available in this unique school. If the information you need is not in this Sixth Form brochure, then do ask.

Academic Entry Criteria and Application Procedure
Please see the school website for the full entry criteria, including the catchment area for day students. 

To join Year 12 at Cranbrook School you need to achieve a minimum of 11 points, where A*=4 points, A=3 points, B= 1point 

Other qualifications will be considered appropriately. For example, we recognise that iGCSE is at a slightly higher level than GCSE and this will be taken into account. 

Unless specified in the subject descriptions, to study an A-level subject a student must have a minimum of a B grade at GCSE in that subject. However, there is a large jump from GCSE level study to AS level.  As such students who achieve a B grade at GCSE often find the AS level difficult.  We would encourage students to aim for at least an A grade if possible in the GCSE. The second set of entry criteria above is there to encourage students to aim high at GCSE, preparing them in the best way possible for their A-level studies. Although vocational qualifications are recognised, they are not considered to be good preparation for academic A-levels.

For entry into Year 13 students need to achieve a minimum of a pass in their AS studies.  This may be an E grade in an AS external exam or in the internal end of year exam for linear A-levels. As with GCSE to AS there is another jump of difficulty when moving from AS to A2.

The Cranbrook Diploma

We believe we are a uniquely enriching school with an expansive co-curricular life that is difficult for any competitor to match. We have tried to capture this true essence of Cranbrook School by developing an additional diploma that all Year 12 students will complete. It is built around a series of challenges that we think best prepares students for success at the best universities in the world. These range from extended reading, public speaking and the Extended Project Qualification, to charity work, sport and music. This school is unique and students who fully buy into our ethos deserve to be recognised. This is a new initiative and one that was praised significantly for its ambition in our 2015 Ofsted inspection.    

On Request

We are pleased to be able to provide, on request, information about the following courses which we will be offering through High Weald Academy:-


BTEC Business Studies
BTEC Sport
BTEC Health and Social Care
BTEC Public Services
A Level Psychology

The two schools are committed to providing as a full and broad selection of subjects as possible, despite the current funding constraints.  Assuming sufficient demand, we will provide for combinations of A-levels at Cranbrook with a BTEC or A-level course at High Weald Academy, timetable permitting.  If you are interested, please do get in touch and also make a note on your updated options form.

Choosing Your Subjects
The general rule of thumb is:
	
Do the subjects that you enjoy most and that you are good at.

Too many students (or their parents!) choose the career first and then the subjects. It is true that you should be looking at careers and what is required to move into them, but if you hate Biology you will not enjoy being a medic!  Doing the subjects you love will mean that you will work hard at them and this should lead towards a career you enjoy.  Once again, ask yourself some questions:

What are my strengths?
	What do I enjoy doing?
	What subjects do I most enjoy?
	Do I need particular subjects?
	How can I keep my options open?
	Do the subjects I have chosen go well together?

There are some subjects that support each other well.  If you are doing a Science, particularly Physics, then Mathematics supports this well and vice-versa. Similarly many of the humanities support each other and both Mathematics and English support Economics.  Don’t be afraid of doing a mixture. The addition of a creative subject or a language adds breadth to the programme, which is to be encouraged. Talk to the subject specialists to find out more about A-level combinations.

It is important to get advice when choosing your combination. If two of your subjects are too closely related, i.e. there is a big overlap between two subjects, then Universities may treat them as one and a half subjects rather than two separate ones. For this reason it is not possible to do History (Early Modern) with History (Later Modern).

The best piece of work that exists on picking the right subjects is the Russell Group’s work called Informed Choices. It really is a great read and can be found here - www.russellgroup.ac.uk/for-students/school-and-college-in-the-uk/subject-choices-at-school-and-college

The Course Guide
What do our Prefects think about their courses at present?

19

“A-Level Maths and Further Maths allow you to fully explore the academic world. I feel like I can have a great future being challenged in a subject that is a key component in human lives.” Casper Leung, Cornwallis, applying to study Maths at Cambridge.
“Studying Art has allowed an incredible freedom of expression that I didn’t have at GCSE” Jess Hulme, Webster Girls, applying to study Art at Oxford.
“Through Physics, I now understand why seemingly simple things in everyday life happen.” Dan Goddard, Cornwallis.
 “Chemistry enables me to understand more about why things happen in the world and gives me a deeper understanding of human life.” Ed Harris, Cornwallis, applying to study Chemistry at Cambridge.
“History of Art has helped me develop an appreciation for culture that I would have never been able to gain elsewhere.” Lizzy Martin, Allan Girls House Captain.
“History gives you the opportunity to study the past in more detail. The scope of debate means that the classroom comes alive with ideas and learning all of a sudden takes a very different dimension.” Jasper Piper, Head Boy, applying to study History at Durham.
“Economics is the easiest subject to get interested in. It is just so relevant.” Patrick Boland, Crowden House Captain.
“Drama is both a challenge and an enjoyable release from other stress! There is nothing more exciting than performing!” Ruby Russell, Blubery House Captain.
“I find Spanish language and culture so interesting. It is one of those subjects that are going to be so useful later in life.” Ruby Russell, Blubery House Captain.
“In any profession that you do later in life, fluency in language will open a multitude of doors.” Toby Bromfield, Allan Boys.
“In English, you get to study books from a range of periods which allows you to learn detailed analytical skills that set you up perfectly for so many future careers. It is a highly valued subject.” Katie Saunders, Horsley Girls, applying for Higher Level Apprenticeships. 
“Philosophy? More like Philosofun!” Issy Stanley, Webster Girls House Captain applying for HSPS at Cambridge.  
“Classics is such a different subject to anything I have ever studied before. It is so interesting and covers such a large range of stimulating and academic topics!” Katie Thompson, Scott House Captain and aspiring Lawyer.
“With Politics, I actually know everything about the current affairs around me.” Seyi Alawode, Blubery Girls.

 







ART
	
Head of Department
	Mrs B Downing 	
downingb@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk    

	Exam Board 
	Edexcel

	Course Name
	GCE : Fine Art 
	Course Number:
9FA0

	Course Description

The main purpose in any Art course is to develop your ability to analyse the visual world. The Sixth Form Art and Design course at Cranbrook is a broad visual education leading to an academic qualification. It could be that an Art A Level will be just part of your wider Sixth Form education, or it might lead you to an Art based career. Art is a way of investigating the culture that surrounds us so at A Level, as contemporary art becomes increasingly important, students' own work gets bigger, more personal and more ambitious.  Students keep a work journal, a combination of sketchbook and record of knowledge and ideas, i.e. coursework.  Like GCSE, A Level Coursework combines Visual Research (first drawings), Contextual Studies (Critical/ Historical or artist studies), Development (what you do with the first two) and personal responses.

The major difference from GCSE is the range of materials and techniques students use for drawing and the use of life drawings. These are intensive periods of work always taught by someone else. Students have someone new to learn from, new techniques and ideas to feed into coursework and the material that many will need for art school applications. 
Studying other artists, what they were doing and how they solved the same problems as us, underpins all art at Cranbrook. The course demands some 'sustained writing' but students make an 'art study' with visual research and analysis for each unit. They must also have first-hand knowledge and undertake primary research, spending time visiting galleries and museums.
Students are expected to think widely when they develop their ideas.  Consequently the final pieces will be more personal, taking them into unexpected ways of making and having a greater relevance to the world outside the art room.
  
The Qualification consists of two components:
Component 1: Personal Investigation
60% of the total qualification
This component allows students opportunities to generate and develop ideas, research primary and contextual sources, record practical and written observations, experiment with media and processes, and refine ideas towards producing personal resolved outcome(s).

Externally Set Assignment:
40% of the total qualification
This component allows students opportunities to generate and develop ideas, research primary and contextual sources, record practical and written observations, experiment with media and processes, and refine ideas towards producing personal resolved outcome(s) in response to an externally set theme.

	Entry Qualifications	
	GCSE Art grade B

	
What happens when you have finished?
You could take this course with other advanced level courses such as Critical and Contextual Art to prepare for higher education in areas of art and design, photography, architecture or more general higher education courses. 
The normal progression for career art students is to follow a one year Foundation course within their home county before applying for a three year degree course at the college of their choice anywhere in the UK. The list of possible careers is endless, according to recent government statistics Art graduates make up the second largest identifiable industry in the country.



Art: History of Art Critical and Contextual Studies
	
Head of Department
	Mrs B Downing	
downingb@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk    

	Exam Board 
	OCR

	Course Name
	GCE: Critical and Contextual Studies (History of Art )
	Course Number: 
H606

	Course Description

The OCR A Level Art and Design: Critical and Contextual Studies specification is designed to encourage students to develop skills, creativity, imagination and independence based on personal experience, taught skills and critical understanding. Students show this through their responses to a range of stimuli. The aims and learning outcomes for these qualifications are to develop an understanding of the interrelationships between art, craft and design processes and an awareness of the contexts in which they operate by examining changing values in all fields of visual culture, including painting, sculpture, graphics, photography, architecture, film, the mass media, and forms of popular expression. It emphasizes visual as well as verbal and written literacy. We study Art from the Renaissance to Impressionism, Pop Art through to current, contemporary practise. Students produce a series of sketch book, essays and personal studies. Students develop their ideas through sustained and focused investigations informed by contextual and other sources, demonstrating analytical and critical understanding. They experiment with appropriate resources, media, materials, techniques and processes, reviewing and refining their ideas as their work develops. Students need to present a personal, informed and meaningful response demonstrating critical understanding, realising intentions and, where appropriate, making connections between visual, oral or other elements. Gallery visits are an integral part of the course. Current AS students have recently been to London and Paris. It is not expected that you will have any prior experience but an enjoyment of looking at Art and Artefacts

There are two components:

Component 01: Personal investigation

(i) a portfolio of practical work showing personal responses to either a starting point, brief, scenario or stimulus,
(ii) a related study: an extended response of a guided minimum of 1000 words.
Plus related essays/gallery sketch books and supporting sketchbooks.

Component 02: Externally Set Task
• The paper will be issued on 1 February and will provide a number of themes, each with a range of written and visual starting points, briefs and stimuli.

The paper provides a choice of seven themes, each with a choice of written and/or visual starting points, briefs or stimuli. From this paper students are expected to choose one option for which they will generate an appropriate personal response for assessment.

	Entry Qualifications	
	GCSE Art grade B

	
What happens when you have finished?
A number of students continue with History of Art and read History of Art at University. Students also use it as one of their A Levels to study for qualifications as wide ranging as Law, Anthropology and Astronomy!



Biology 
	Head of Department
	Mr J Benford  
benfordj@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk

	Exam Board 
	OCR

	Course Name
	GCE: Biology A 	
	Course number:
AS:  H020
A2:  H420

	Course Description

The OCR Biology A Level course is aimed at challenging learners and preparing them for the eventuality of becoming independent in the ‘real wide world’.

It is a course suitable for people who are curious about how their body works and how the world around them can influence their decisions. 

The aims of the course are to encourage students to: 
· Develop essential knowledge and understanding of different areas of biology, including developing an interest in further study and careers in biology.
· Appreciate how society makes decisions about scientific issues and how the sciences contribute to the success of the economy and society.
· Develop and demonstrate a confidence in using a variety of practical, mathematical and problem solving skills that will open many doors to further education or employment.

The course consists of:

AS Biology (studied in Year 12)
Module 1: 	Development of practical skills
Module 2: 	Foundations in Biology 
(Cells, biological molecules, DNA, enzymes, cell membranes, cell division and cell organisation)
Module 3:        Exchange and transport
(Transport in animals and plants, including breathing and circulation)
Module 4:         Biodiversity, evolution and disease
(Diseases, disease prevention, biodiversity, classification and evolution)

A2 Biology (studied in Year 13)
Module 5:	Communication, Homeostasis and Energy
(Homeostasis, excretion, nerves, hormones, animal responses, photosynthesis and respiration)
Module 6:	Control, Genomes and Environment
(Cellular control, inheritance, genomes, cloning, biotechnology, ecosystems and sustainability)


	Entry Qualifications	
	At least a B in GCSE Biology or AA in double award science.

	
What happens when you have finished?
Many employers and Universities are looking for students who study Biology. It is a challenging but very rewarding course that will enhance your skills and opportunities. The range of biological subjects that you can further study is vast. It includes medical related fields, but also sports science, physiotherapy, psychology, pharmacology, agriculture, the environment, applied genetics, biochemistry and ecology. It is a very useful course that complements many other subjects including Physics, Chemistry, Physical Education, Geography and Mathematics.    



				
	



 Chemistry

	
Acting Head of Department
	Mrs G Coulson
coulsong@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk
 

	Exam Board 
	OCR (A)		 

	Course Name
	GCE: Chemistry A
	Course number:
AS:  H032
A2:  H432

	Course Description

Chemistry A is a flexible, content-led approach where the specification is divided into topics, each covering different key concepts of chemistry. Teaching of practical skills is integrated with the theoretical topics and they are assessed both through written papers (15% ) and, for A level only, the Practical Endorsement. This is a practical subject and involves a high percentage of practical work. There is a strong mathematical approach to the subject and 20% of written papers will involve mathematical skills involving number and logic.

The aim of the course is for students to be able to:
· develop essential knowledge and understanding of different areas of the subject and how they relate to each other 
· develop and demonstrate a deep appreciation of the skills, knowledge and understanding of scientific methods 
· develop competence and confidence in a variety of practical, mathematical and problem solving skills 
· develop their interest in and enthusiasm for the subject, including developing an interest in further study and careers associated with the subject 
· understand how society makes decisions about scientific issues and how the sciences contribute to the success of the economy and society (as exemplified in ‘How Science Works’). 

The A level is split into 6 teaching modules. Modules 1-4 are assessed at AS level in two written exams. At A level all 6 are assessed in three different exams as well as the practical endorsement:

Module 1 – Development of practical skills in chemistry
Module 2 – Foundations in chemistry 
Module 3 – Periodic table and energy 
Module 4 – Core organic chemistry 
Module 5 – Physical chemistry and transition elements 
Module 6 – Organic chemistry and analysis 


	Entry Qualifications	
	At least an A in GCSE Chemistry or AA in the chemistry papers of science and additional science GCSE’s.

	
What happens when you have finished?
The course will also help you to develop the basic skills, understanding and knowledge that many employers across lots of industries are looking for. A good chemist is analytical, organised, methodical and good at problem-solving. These skills are desired across a broad range of disciplines and chemists are sought after in the world of finance, law and in management consultancy firms.
Chemistry is often essential for a number of degree courses including medicine and dentistry, or for courses related to chemistry like physiotherapy, pharmacology and geology. 
Chemistry complements a number of other subjects including Biology, Physics, Mathematics and Geography.




Classical Civilisation
	
Head of Department
	Mrs D Fairey  
faireyd@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk 

	Exam Board 
	OCR

	Course Name
	GCE:  Classical Civilisation
	Course number 
AS:  H441
A2:  H441	     

	Course Description

Students learn about the ancient world through its literature. The Greek Tragedy in its Context module explores society and its values as well as religion through the study of four plays written by the great 5th century BC tragedians Aeschylus, Sophocles and Euripides. The child murderer Medea, the husband murderer Clytemnestra and the defiant Antigone are some of the characters students study for this module. Homer's Odyssey and Society takes us back to the 7th century BC and earlier, examining society and values through the study of Homer's great epic poem The Odyssey that describes events following the Trojan war as Odysseus tries to get home to his wife and son and the problem he has to deal with on his return.  The texts for both modules are read through, explained and discussed in the classroom.  Characters and plot are explored as well as relevant cultural or historical information.  This is a popular AS choice and there is a very high retention level to A2, during which students study two further modules: Comic Drama in the Ancient World and Virgil and the World of the Hero.  
The course consists of:

AS Classical Civilisation (studied in Year 12)
Unit 1:		The Greek Tragedy in its Context 
Unit 2:		Homer's Odyssey and Society 

A2 Classical Civilisation
Unit3:		Comic Drama in the Ancient World 
Unit 4:		Virgil and the World of the Hero.  


	Entry Qualifications	
	B in GCSE English Literature

	
What happens when you have finished?
Students regularly continue their Classical studies at University. This can be a literature based degree or ancient history or archaeology.  Classical subjects are recognised for the breadth of skills they develop. A quote from Reading University’s website states that: Classics graduates are trained in clear thinking, research skills, diligence, independence, adaptability and the ability to understand people and situations in the world at large. As such, they are eagerly sought after by employers.





Economics
	
Head of Department
	Mr P Rogers  
rogersp@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk 

	Exam Board 
	Edexcel

	Course Name
	GCE:  Economics
	Course number:
AS:   A8ECO
A2:   A9ECO

	Course Description
 
The GCE in Economics is a thorough examination of core domestic and international economic theory.  In Year 12 we cover the founding principles that underpin the running of modern economies; starting with the very basic and progressing to the more advanced. By the end of the first year students will understand the basics of macroeconomic management and will be looking forward to the introduction of the international context. Year 13 is where the world opens up and we begin to consider everything from the core points behind globalisation to the more complex theories behind structural adjustment programs and development economics in LEDCs. This really is a fantastic course which set students up for an active career in market and economic analysis. 
Theme 3
Business behaviour and the labour market
Business growth and objectives
Revenues, costs and profits
Market structure
The labour market

Theme 4
A global perspective
International economics
Poverty and inequality
Emerging and developing economies
The financial sector
Role of the state in the macroeconomy



Theme 1
Introduction to markets
The nature of economics
How markets work
Market failure
Government intervention


Theme 2
The UK economy
Measures of economic performance
Aggregate demand
Aggregate supply
National income
Economic growth
Macroeconomic objectives and policy

	Entry Qualifications	
	B grades in GCSE Maths and English

	
What happens when you have finished?
This course could lead onto higher education in areas of Economics, Business Studies, Accounting, Marketing or more general higher education courses. With further training, you could open doors to careers in Economics, Business, Marketing, Finance and Accounting, human resources and public relations.  You could also go straight into a job as the GCE is a recognised qualification that could help you do a trainee management course within a company to gain the skills, understanding and experience that they require so you can progress to working at management level. Economics is the fastest growing A level in England currently and is becoming increasingly recognised and respected by Universities. It is a rigorous course of study and is ideally suited to individuals with a thirst to understand the theoretical economics construct of the world in which we live. 






English Literature
	
Head of Department
	Mrs T Dickens	
dickens@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk 

	Exam Board 
	Edexcel

	Course Name
	GCE:  English Literature 
	Course number:
AS:  8ETO
A2:  9ETO

	Course Description

Component 1:  Drama
Students study:
· One Shakespeare play and one other drama from either comedy or tragedy from the texts below.
Tragedy; William Shakespeare: Antony and Cleopatra, Hamlet, King Lear, Othello Pre-1900: Doctor Faustus, Christopher Marlowe; The Duchess of Malfi, John Webster;  The Home Place, Brian Friel; A Streetcar Named Desire, Tennessee Williams.

Comedy: William Shakespeare: A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Measure for Measure, The
Taming of the Shrew, Twelfth Night.  Pre-1900: The Importance of Being Earnest, Oscar Wilde; The Rover, Aphra Behn; The Pitmen Painters, Lee Hall; Waiting for Godot, Samuel Beckett.

Component 2: Prose
Students study:
· Two prose texts from a chosen theme  Science and Society
 Pre-1900: Frankenstein, Mary Shelley; Post-1900: The Handmaid’s Tale, Margaret  Atwood.

Component 3: Poetry
Students study: poetic form, meaning and language
· A selection of post 2000 specified poetry  and
· A specified range of poetry from 

 Medieval Poet:
Geoffrey Chaucer The Wife of Bath’s Prologue and Tale, editor James Winny (Cambridge,1994) John Donne Selected Poems (Penguin Classics, 2006)
 or
or  Romantic Period
Romantic Poet: John Keats Selected Poems: John Keats, editor John Barnard (Penguin Classics, 2007)
The Victorian Period
Component 4 : Coursework
Students have a free choice of two texts to study from poetry, drama, prose or literary non-fiction.


	Entry Qualifications	
	Grade B at GCSE Literature and Language

	
What happens when you have finished?
Gaining an A level in English Literature will enhance not only your knowledge of the literary heritage but also provide you with excellent communication skills-both written and oral. You will be able to express your own ideas and opinions and to analyse and construct a persuasive argument. The study of English Literature will complement any future studies in the arts, humanities, social sciences and law faculties at University. Those who study English at university can go on to careers in Media and Film, the Arts, Teaching, Journalism, Publishing, Information Technology and Business.





French
	
I/C FRENCH
	Mrs I Lavigne-Kidney  lavignekidneyi@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk 

	Exam Board 
	WJEC

	Course Name
	GCE: French
	Course number
AS: 2191
A2: 3191

	Course Description

This course is suitable for candidates who have acquired the knowledge, understanding and skills specified for GCSE at higher tier but can also be undertaken by candidates who have followed an alternative route to language study at this level. Candidates take two units for the Advanced Subsidiary GCE and then take a further two units to achieve the full Advanced GCE award.

The AS/A level specification enables candidates to:

Develop an understanding of spoken and written French beyond GCSE; 
Communicate effectively in French in a variety of registers;
Develop knowledge of and critical insights into the culture, heritage and contemporary society of France or a French/Spanish-speaking country.

At AS, you will cover the following topics:
(a) Leisure and Lifestyles, including travel and tourism, sport, hobbies, entertainment, customs, traditions, healthy living – health and nutrition, diet and exercise; unhealthy living - drugs, aids, smoking, alcohol, etc.

(b) The Individual and Society, including relationships and responsibilities, gender issues, youth culture (values, peer groups, fashions and trends etc.), education, vocational training and future careers.

At A2, you will cover the following topics:
(c) Environmental Issues, 
(d) Social and Political Issues, 
(e) Film and Literature studies

The course consists of:

AS French (studied in year 12)
Unit 1:		Oral	
Unit 2:		Listening, reading and writing

A2 French
Unit3:		 Oral 
Unit 4:		Listening, reading and writing


	Entry Qualifications	
	GCSE French grade B

	
What happens when you have finished?
You could take this course with other advanced level course or equivalent to prepare for higher education in French, Languages or more general higher education courses.
With further training, you could go into a job related to French or Languages such as a teacher and translator, international business or you may wish to use your French to study or work over in France.





Geography
	
Head of Department
	Mr S Penny  
pennys@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk

	Exam Board 
	To be decided

	Course Name
	GCE:  Geography
	Course number:  
 

	Course Description

There has never been a better or more important time to study Geography. With growing interest in issues such as climate change, migration, environmental degradation and social cohesion, geography is one of the most relevant courses you could choose to study. 

Whatever your passion for the world - fascination with landscapes or concerns about inequality - geography will provide you with knowledge and transferable skills that will reward you personally and advance you professionally.
 
Geographers study the interaction between people and the places they inhabit.  As such it is a relevant and flexible subject which integrates well with a variety of other subject areas and can usefully be combined with science, e.g. Maths, Physics, Chemistry and Biology; or arts, e.g. English, History and Modern Languages; and social sciences, eg. Economics.  
It allows the science specialist to develop important literacy skills and the arts specialist to develop important numeric and graphical skills. Top universities classify Geography as an “effective preparation subject” for degree courses.

The department are still deciding on which examining board to follow.  However, all A Level Geography students will be studying topics such as:

· Water and Carbon Cycles
· Global Systems and Global Governance
· Changing Places
· Hot Desert Environments or Coastal Systems or Hazards or Cold Environments
· Urban Environments or Population or Resource Security
· An individual investigation of 3,000-4,000 words


	Entry Qualifications	
	Minimum of a B at GCSE Geography

	
What happens when you have finished?
Top universities classify geography as an “effective preparation subject” for degree courses. Whether you want to study geography to degree level at University then be secure in the knowledge that Geography is a useful subject; it acts as both a Science and Art, and is accepted by Universities. It also recently scored very highly on a survey of British businesses, as a subject, which prepares students for the ‘World of Work!’
Statistics show that compared with other subjects, Geographers are among the most employable. Many of those leaving university with a Geography degree enter three fields of employment: administration and management; marketing or financial work. This is presumably because Geographers possess the abilities and skills that employers look for. Michael Palin in 2011 commented that “A Level Geography students hold the key to the world’s problems”
The skills you use in your geographical studies make you of potential interest to a wide range of employers, not just teaching!






Government and Politics
	
Head of Department
	Mr S Young Min  
youngmins@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk

	Exam Board 
	Edexcel

	Course Name
	GCE: Government & Politics
	Course number  9GP01

	Course Description

The Government and Politics A-level has produced some outstanding results in recent years and the new AS/A2 courses provide a challenging programme for students who enjoy discussion and ideas.
Politics is a challenging course, of intrinsic interest to anyone who reads the papers and follows current affairs.  The Ideologies units are an eye-opening challenge to most students, forcing them to re-consider how they view society, the role of the state and the freedom of the individual.  Politics fits very well with History; a knowledge of 19th and 20th century British and European history will clarify political issues and vice-versa.  Candidates should be good essay writers, willing readers of the serious papers and political magazines and ready to discuss topics freely.

The course consists of:

AS Government and Politics (studied in Year 12)
Unit 1:	People and Politics     
Unit 2:	Governing the UK   
 
A2  Government and Politics
Unit3:    Introducing Political Ideologies    
Unit 4:   Other Ideological Traditions  


	Entry Qualifications
	GCSE History/Geography/English Lit. grade B or equivalent

	
What happens when you have finished?
With a GCE in Government and Politics, you can progress to higher education courses such as degrees in Politics, International Politics/relations and Political Science as well as to degrees in related subjects such as History, Geography, Economics and social policy. 
 The study of politics can lead to a variety of careers within areas such as journalism and broadcasting, management, publishing, local government, public policy and policy research, interest groups, local government and the voluntary sector, as well as within politics itself.










History: Early Modern
	
Head of Department
	Mr S Young Min  
youngmins@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk 

	Exam Board 
	Edexcel

	Course Name
	GCE: History
	Course number 9HI0

	Course Description

In the narrowest sense, History is not a vocational subject. Unless you wish to teach, to write history, to work as an archivist, journalist or museum curator, it is unlikely that your knowledge of the subject will ever provide your bread and butter. However, this is not to say that History is not a valuable, sometimes indispensable qualification for a far broader range of careers. It is difficult to imagine a successful lawyer, diplomat, civil servant or politician, who lacks a considerable understanding of the subject. Moreover, the logical thinking and ability to communicate ideas that a study of history develops are obviously relevant in all management or employment situations. And the critical, informed decision making required by the modern citizen is practised in virtually every history lesson.
History is seen by many as the broadest subject on the humanities side, providing a natural combination with Economics, Politics, Languages, English, Geography and Art History. Yet combinations with Science and Mathematics A/AS Levels could be equally stimulating, providing a wonderful opportunity to apply the thinking skills of the former to historical enquiry into the feelings and situations of people in the past.
If you're curious about the past, enjoy reading, discussing ideas and coming to your own personal opinions, the study of History at a higher level may be for you. 

EARLY MODERN HISTORY
At AS level the Early Modern course contains both English and European history elements centring on the period of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.  In common with the Later Modern course there are two examined papers in the first year, followed by one examination and one coursework paper.

The course consists of:

AS History (studied in year 12)
Unit 1:	England 1509-1603: authority, nation and religion
Unit 2:	Luther and the German Reformation c1515-55

A2 History
Unit3:	Lancastrians, Yorkists and Henry VII, 1399-1509
Unit 4:	Coursework on the European Witchcraze c1580-1650


	Entry Qualifications	
	History GCSE grade B or equivalent

	
What happens when you have finished?
The course will also help you develop the skills, understanding and knowledge that many employers across lots of industries are looking for.
You could take this course to complement other advanced level courses or to prepare for higher education in History or related subjects such as English, American Studies, Politics, Archaeology or more general courses.
With further training, you could go into a job related to history by seeking employment in areas of heritage such as working for a museum or within education such as a teacher. 





History: Later Modern
	
Head of Department
	Mr S Young Min  
youngmins@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk

	Exam Board 
	Edexcel

	Course Name
	GCE: History
	Course number 9HI0

	Course Description

In the narrowest sense, History is not a vocational subject. Unless you wish to teach, to write history, to work as an archivist, journalist or museum curator, it is unlikely that your knowledge of the subject will ever provide your bread and butter. However, this is not to say that History is not a valuable, sometimes indispensable qualification for a far broader range of careers. It is difficult to imagine a successful lawyer, diplomat, civil servant or politician, who lacks a considerable understanding of the subject. Moreover, the logical thinking and ability to communicate ideas that a study of history develops are obviously relevant in all management or employment situations. And the critical, informed decision making required by the modern citizen is practised in virtually every history lesson.
History is seen by many as the broadest subject on the humanities side, providing a natural combination with Economics, Politics, Languages, English, Geography and Art History. Yet combinations with Science and Mathematics A/AS Levels could be equally stimulating, providing a wonderful opportunity to apply the thinking skills of the former to historical enquiry into the feelings and situations of people in the past.
If you're curious about the past, enjoy reading, discussing ideas and coming to your own personal opinions, the study of History at a higher level may be for you. 

LATER MODERN HISTORY
The focus of the Later Modern course will examine the trials and tribulations of Britain and Europe as they moved forward into the twentieth century.  In common with the Early Modern course there are two examined papers in the first year, followed by one examination and one coursework paper.

The course consists of:

AS History (studied in year 12)
Unit 1:	In search of the American Dream: the USA c1917-96
Unit 2:	South Africa, 1948-94:  from apartheid state to ‘rainbow nation’

A2 History
Unit3:	The British experience of warfare, c1790-1918
Unit 4:	Coursework on 20th century communism

	Entry Qualifications	
	History GCSE grade B or equivalent

	
What happens when you have finished?
The course will also help you develop the skills, understanding and knowledge that many employers across lots of industries are looking for.
You could take this course to complement other advanced level courses or to prepare for higher education in History or related subjects such as English, American Studies, Politics, Archaeology or more general courses.
With further training, you could go into a job related to history by seeking employment in areas of heritage such as working for a museum or within education such as a teacher. 






Mathematics
	
Head of Department
	Mrs C Hulland-Rumley	
hulland-rumleyc@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk 

	Examination Board
	OCR

	Course Names
	GCE: Mathematics 
	Course number:
AS:  3890
A2:  7890

	Course Description


Mathematics is a popular subject for A level students at Cranbrook, but students also realise that mathematics at this level is a demanding discipline. We study the OCR Mathematics A modular course, which enables our students to take a broad combination of modules from the strands of Pure Mathematics, Mechanics, Statistics and Decision Mathematics. During the AS course students will study:
Indices and surds; Polynomials; Coordinate geometry and graphs; Differentiation; Trigonometry; Sequences and series; Algebra; Integration; Representation of data; Probability; Discrete random variables and Bivariate data.

Typically, between 80 and 90 students complete the AS course (3 modules) in Year 12 and a significant number then generally continue onto the A2 course (a further 3 modules) in Year 13. The additional modules studied for A2 mathematics include topics on:
Algebra and functions; Trigonometry; Differentiation and integration; Numerical methods; Algebra and graphs; Differentiation and integration; Differential equations; Vectors; Force as a vector; Equilibrium of a particle; Kinematics of motion in a straight line; Newton’s laws of motion and Linear momentum.


The course modules consists are:

AS  Mathematics (studied in year 12)
Module 1:	Core Mathematics 1 (C1) 
Module 2:	Core Mathematics 2 (C2)
Module 3:	Probability and Statistics 1 (S1)


A2  Mathematics
Module 4:	Core Mathematics 3 (C3)
Module 5:	Core Mathematics 4 (C4)
Module 6:	Mechanics 1 (M1)



	Entry Qualifications
	This course is suitable for any student who gained an A or A* grade at GCSE level. The IGCSE qualification is desirable but by no means a requirement for entry to this course. It should be noted that there is a baseline test upon arrival in year 12 which will test GCSE knowledge at an A* level so any students with an A grade may wish to spend time during the summer topping up understanding. Support to do this will be available from the department after exams. Furthermore, to help with the transition from GCSE to AS the mathematics department recommend that all potential AS mathematics students study the text book “Head Start to AS Maths” from CGP Books before the start date of the AS course. The ISBN number of this bridging text is 978 1 84146 993 5.


	
What happens when you have finished?

You could use this course to support entry to higher education in areas of mathematics, and related fields of study such as Electronics, Economics, Physics or other more general higher education courses.
The course also helps you develop the skills, understanding and knowledge that many employers across lots of industries are looking for, especially in the economic and engineering sectors.




Mathematics:  Further Mathematics
	
Head of Department
	Mrs C Hulland-Rumley  
hulland-rumleyc@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk 

	Examination Board
	OCR

	Course Names
	GCE: Further Mathematics
	Course number  
AS:  FM3892
A2:  FM7892 

	Course Description

Note that this course can only be taken in conjunction with the AS and A2 mathematics courses.

We follow the modular OCR Further Mathematics course. In the AS Further Mathematics course we study:
Algorithms; Graph theory; Networks; Linear programming; Game theory; Flows in a network; Matching and allocation problems; Critical path analysis; Dynamic programming; Summation of series; Mathematical induction; Roots of polynomial equations; Complex numbers and Matrices.

In the second year of the further mathematics course the strands of mechanics and pure mathematics are developed with additional modules in Mechanics 2 (M2), Mechanics 3 (M3) and Further Pure Mathematics 2 (FP2). The additional modules of Further Mathematics 3 (FP3) and Statistics 2 (S2) may also be studied to supplement the course if they are of interest or they are a requirement for certain undergraduate courses.

 The A2 further mathematics course includes the following topics:
Centre of mass; Equilibrium of a rigid body; Motion of a projectile; Uniform motion in a circle; Coefficient of restitution and impulse; Energy, work and power; Equilibrium of rigid bodies in contact; Elastic strings and springs; Impulse and momentum in two dimensions; Motion in a vertical circle; Linear motion under a variable force; Simple harmonic motion; Rational functions and graphs; Polar coordinates; Hyperbolic functions; Differentiation and integration and Numerical methods.

The course modules consists of:
AS Further Mathematics (studied in year 12)
Module 1:	Decision Mathematics 1 (D1)
Module 2:	Decision Mathematics 2 (D2)
Module 3:	Further Pure Mathematics 1 (FP1)

A2  Further Mathematics
Module 4:	Mechanics 2 (M2)
Module 5:	Mechanics 3 (M3)
Module 6:	Further Pure Mathematics 2 (FP2)


	Entry Qualifications
	An A or A* grade from the higher tier GCSE mathematics. It would also be advantageous to have been in set 1 for Year 11 and to have studied the IGCSE further maths course. 

	
What happens when you have finished?

You could take this course with the Advanced GCE in mathematics to support entry to higher education in areas of mathematics, and related areas such as Electronics, Economics, Physics or more general higher education courses. This course is especially useful for undergraduate mathematics or joint mathematics courses.
The course also helps you develop the skills, understanding and knowledge that many employers across lots of industries are looking for, especially in the economic and engineering sectors.




Drama and Theatre
	
Head of Department
	Mrs J Deeble
deeblej@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk

	Exam Board 
	OCR

	Course Name
	GCE: Drama and Theatre 
	Course number  H459

	Course description

Through drama you can become anyone, anywhere, at any time. By understanding drama you can learn to understand anyone, anywhere anytime.

Studying Drama and Theatre enables you to learn empathy and identification and opens up new dimensions of emotional experiences. By observing other people’s creative processes and products, it can assist you in accessing emotions, along with understanding different ways of interpreting and understanding information. 

Drama increases your ability to think; creatively, imaginatively and divergently, it teaches students how to become critical consumers, rather than just passive viewers. Students will be questioning and critiquing their own and others’ processes and products, a valued skill that is transferable. 

This is a practical, engaging and creative specification for students to study, providing a fantastic curriculum to ignite and engage students’ creativity, passion and interests.

The course consists of:
AS drama and theatre (studied in Year 12)
· Studying practitioners 
· The study of performance by recording, observing, evaluating, analysing and participating in the performance process. 
· Performing live theatre 
· Written Paper 1 – Analysing performance 
A2 drama and theatre (studied in Year 13)
· Performing live theatre – Three performance texts 
· Analyse and evaluate a live theatre performance 
· Written paper 2 – Deconstructing texts for performance

	Entry qualifications
	GCSE Drama or Music though not essential.  A good grade in GCSE English would be an advantage.

	
What happens when you have finished?
Drama and Theatre A Level prepares learners for the further study of Drama or Performing Arts courses in Higher Education as well as developing transferable skills desired by all sectors of industry. Our specification will help create independent learners, critical thinkers and effective decision makers – all personal attributes that can make them stand out as they progress through their education and into employment.








Philosophy and Ethics
	
Head of Department
	Mrs T Harris  
harrist@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk 

	Exam Board 
	AQA

	Course Name
	Philosophy 
	Course number:  2175


	Course description

AS GCE Philosophy and Ethics comprises of four units, each on a different key area of philosophical or ethical investigation. Each of these units is made up of a variety of smaller topics. There is no coursework for this subject; rather there is an examination paper at the en of the course. All units are equally weighted.  
 
At AS, we focus on Epistemology and Philosophy of Religion. Through the study of philosophers such as Plato, Locke, Descartes and Leibniz, these two topics ask questions such as what is real and how can we know anything? We will look at the role that our senses, and the world around us, provide knowledge, and what the difference between belief and knowledge are. We will also explore the arguments for and against the existence of a deity, and discuss if the word ‘God’ actually means anything. 

At A2, we will be doing in-depth studies of a wide range of ethical issues such as war, animal testing and the death penalty by debating what the problems are, and what the moral thing to do would be. In order to help make such decisions, we will be studying a variety of ethical theories from the like of Kant, Aristotle and Bentham. Our final topic in year 13 is the Philosophy of Mind, where we will explore ideas about the body and soul, life after death and the importance of reason. This topic includes an examination of psychological ideas such as cognitivism and the psyche, as well as an examination of the impact of sociology and anthropology on how we identify ourselves.

The course consists of:

AS 
Unit A:	Epistemology
Unit B:	Philosophy of Religion 

A2 
Unit A:	Ethics
Unit B:	Philosophy of Mind


	Entry qualifications		 
	A grade B or above in English would be an advantage, although not a necessity.  

	
What happens when you have finished?
This course has strong links with other subjects, such as History and English, although it also contains elements of sociology, psychology, classics and anthropology. As such, by studying Philosophy and Ethics you are opening up a wide variety of subject options in further education. In fact, the Russell Group universities count this course as one of the most valuable GCE qualifications to have. 

In terms of the subject’s use for future careers, according to a recent Times article ‘Philosophy is, in commercial jargon, the ultimate "transferable work skill"’. Whilst this qualification is extremely useful in a wide range of careers, it is particularly well suited to professions such as medicine, law and education, as the skills it teaches you is the ability to critically analyse and evaluate sources, and argue to a logical conclusion, yet at the same time being tolerant and respectful towards the views of others. 





Physics
	
Head of Department
	Mr A Hills  hillsa@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk 

	Exam board 
	AQA

	Course name
	GCE: Physics
	Course number  
AS:  7407
A2:  7408

	Course description

A level Physics is an exploration into the world about us that builds upon interest and skills developed during the GCSE course.
The AS course comprises the first half of the full A level.  It provides a smooth progression from GCSE and largely develops topics already familiar to students, but pushes these ideas further and in new directions. We also venture into the field of Particle Physics, studying completely new ideas and touching gently on the weirdness of the quantum realm.
The remaining material in the A level course deals with a variety of unfamiliar and powerful ideas which increasingly look at the universe at its most fundamental level. There is some choice of study in the final section of the course that allows students to tailor their learning towards their intended career or areas of personal interest.
There is a significant intellectual jump from GCSE to A-level, but one which is quite exciting and satisfying to make. You will need to be organised in your studies and we will make you work hard, but a good grade in A level Physics opens up many options for your future.

AS Physics (studied in Year 12)
Particles and Radiation	Mechanics and Materials
Waves	Electricity

Additional material for A level  Physics (studied in Year 13)
Fields 	Further Mechanics
Thermal Physics 	Nuclear Physics
Plus an optional topic chosen from: Astrophysics; Medical Physics; Engineering Physics; Electronics; or Turning Points in Physics.

Practical skills remain a key part of both the AS and A level Physics course and are assessed in the theory papers. There is no coursework, however, which may come as relief for some of you!


	Entry qualifications	
	At least a B grade in GCSE Physics (or an A grade average in the two Physics theory modules, units P1 and P2, in double award science).
At least a B grade in GCSE Maths.
These are minimum requirements and those with B grades may find it significantly harder to cope with the demand of the full A level course.

	
What happens when you have finished
A level Physics students are equipped with skills and knowledge that transfer to a range of careers. You could choose to seek employment in a wide variety of areas such as engineering, medicine, forensics, sports science, geophysics, aeronautics, nanotechnology or research.   If you intend to continue studying at university level, Physics A Level can lead to a host of degree courses such as photonics, engineering, architecture, mathematics, actuarial science, computing, medicine and a large variety of science related courses.  Physics graduates are highly sought after in industry and in the financial world (physics is rocket science, after all.)




Spanish
	
Head of Department and Spanish
	Miss I Parey  
pareyi@cranbrook.kent.sch.uk 

	Exam Board 
	WJEC

	Course Name
	GCE: Spanish
	Course number 
AS: 2361
A2: 3361

	Course description

This course is suitable for candidates who have acquired the knowledge, understanding and skills specified for GCSE at Higher tier but can also be undertaken by candidates who have followed an alternative route to language study at this level. Candidates take two units for the AS GCE and then take a further two units to achieve the full Advanced GCE Award.

The AS specification enable candidates to:

Develop an understanding of spoken and written Spanish beyond GCSE; communicate effectively in Spanish in a variety of registers; develop knowledge of and critical insights into the culture, heritage and contemporary society of Spain or a Spanish-speaking country. 

At AS, you will cover the following topics:
(a) Leisure and Lifestyles, including travel and tourism, sport, hobbies, entertainment, customs, traditions, healthy living – health and nutrition, diet and exercise; unhealthy living - drugs, aids, smoking, alcohol, etc.

(b) The Individual and Society, including relationships and responsibilities, gender issues, youth culture (values, peer groups, fashions and trends etc.), education, vocational training and future careers.

At A2, you will cover the following topics:
(c) Environmental Issues
(d) Social and Political Issues
(e) Film studies

The course consists of:

AS  Spanish (studied in year 12)
Unit 1:	Oral
Unit 2:	Listening, Reading, Writing

A2  Spanish
Unit3:	Oral 
Unit 4:	Listening, Reading, Writing


	Entry qualifications	
	GCSE Spanish grade B

	
What happens when you have finished?
You could take this course with other advanced level course or equivalent to prepare for higher education in Spanish, Languages or more general higher education courses.
With further training, you could go into a job requiring a knowledge of Spanish or languages such as a Teacher, Translator, international business or you may wish to use your Spanish to study or work over in Spain. The course will also help you develop the skills, understanding and knowledge that many employers across lots of industries are looking for, especially in the travel and tourism sector.
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