
Two new exams that offer students 
the opportunity to demonstrate 
their writing skills

CLEP® College Composition and
College Composition Modular



The American Council on Education recommends:

Score Credits

50 6

50 6

50 3

College Composition
(multiple-choice section and CLEP essays)

College Composition Modular
(multiple-choice section and CLEP or local essays)

College Composition Modular
(multiple-choice section only)

For more information, including exam content, specifications and 
sample questions, visit www.collegeboard.org/clepcomposition.



Test Development Committee:

Dr. Warren Carson — University of South Carolina Upstate
Dr. Suzanne Diamond (Chair) — Youngstown State University, Ohio
Dr. April Gentry — Savannah State University, Georgia
Prof. Richard Strugala —  Middlesex County Community College, 

New Jersey

College Composition vs. College Composition Modular

College Composition Modular

• Multiple-choice section
• Your college can choose among 

three essay options:
•  Two essays provided by CLEP ® 

but scored by your college
•  An essay section created and 

scored by your college
•  No essay section

College Composition

• Multiple-choice section
• Two essays, scored 

by CLEP®

College Composition and College Composition 
Modular are designed to measure students’ 
introductory-level composition skills.

•  Recognize students for strong composition skills

•  Allow proficient students to move into more advanced 
classes, keeping them engaged and motivated

Developed in response to a nationwide survey of college 
composition curricula, the new exams emphasize critical 
thinking, multiple writing modes and research skills 
assessment. By granting credit for the new exams, you can:



Inform your students by: 
Updating your college catalog, your website
and any relevant materials to reflect your new 
CLEP College Composition policy. 

Inform academic advisers about your new
CLEP College Composition policy. They can visit 
www.collegeboard.org/clepcomposition
for more detailed information.

Advise students of the free downloadable 
study guide on the student information page.
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Submit your new CLEP College 
Composition policy online so we can post 
your information on our website:

Visit www.collegeboard.org/clepcomposition.

© 2011 The College Board. College Board, CLEP and the acorn logo are registered trademarks of 
the College Board. inspiring minds is a trademark owned by the College Board. All other products 
and services may be trademarks of their respective owners. Visit the College Board on the Web: 
www.collegeboard.org


