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The year was 1983. One man,
trusting his instincts and his
knowledge of how technology can
fail, averted catastrophe by not
“pushing the button” to launch
Soviet missiles at the United States.

It was September 26, and we
celebrate it here, at Common Sense
with Paul Jacob, as Petrov Day, after
the day’s hero — indeed, the world’s
hero — Stanislav Yevgrafovich
Petrov. Though tensions were running high in the early
Eighties, Petrov suspected a false alarm. Events proved
him right.

Petrov is not alone on this specific heroes’ list. There’s
also Vasily Alexandrovich Arkhipov, who averted disaster
during the Cuban Missile Crisis.

But the oddest list candidates might not be human.

A week ago or so, when | reported that a former head
of the Israel space programs, Professor Haim Eshed,
had talked, in an interview, about Israeli and American
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diplomatic relations with a “Galactic Federation” — yes,
of extra-terrestrial aliens — | failed to mention that he had
also claimed aliens had averted nuclear war.

Is he crazy? Lying?

Well, ufology lore and de-classifed military documents tell
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of repeated — and unnerving — UFO incursions into the
operations of both Russian and American military nuclear
missile installations. We could easily dismiss these claims
when the U.S. military was denying any mysterious UFO
reality out there — after all, people like to tell tall tales

— but that’s not the case now, when the Pentagon has
confessed that something very real and really weird is
indeed going on in our oceans and atmosphere.*

But the Pentagon is not admitting to treaties with alien
civilizations. The “official position” of the U.S. military,
despite increasing numbers of disclosures, is that the
UFO phenomenon “appears to remain a mystery,” as Tim
McMillan concludes his recent extensive survey of official
congressional briefings for The Debrief.

Still, the official, accepted reason we we have not
experienced massive thermonuclear is merely game-
theoretic: no winners being possible, as we learned in a
popular movie a few months before Stanislav Petrov had to
make his big decision, rational players wouldn’t start one.

Yet, Mutually Assured Destruction is initialized MAD, and
those with limited faith in human reasonableness not
unreasonably consider, at least, other explanations for our
continued survival.

So, hail Petrov; honor Arkihipov; and . .. consider . . . aliens?

This is Common Sense. I’'m Paul Jacob.

* As we have learned in the reporting, “Flying Saucers” aren’t the
only form seemingly inexplicable UFOs take. The latest is “triangle.”
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