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Freddy is the cutest kid you could 
ever imagine. He’s got a sparkle in his eye 
that tells you immediately that he is a real 
live wire. Full of energy and enthusiasm 
he tears through the corridors of the clinic 
where he visits for some fun and recreation. 
You see Freddy’s got an immune disease 
that means he spends most of the time in 
the local children’s hospital. He’s a little 
boy but confined to crib really meant for an 
infant. His mother faithfully keeps vigil by 
his side day and night, sitting on a wooden 
straight-back chair nestled in a two foot 
space between the crib and the window. 
Our volunteer Molly Boyle discovered 
this wonderful little boy and his mother 
during one of her visits to the hospital. It 
took a bit of coaxing but Molly was able to 
convince Freddy’s mom to take some time 
to go home, eat, and get some rest. Once a 
week Freddy gets his reprieve from the hospital 
crib and now comes to the clinic where Molly 
volunteers. There he gets to play with other kids, 
run around like a maniac and is loved by all the 
wonderful volunteers and staff. Mom also gets to 
relax, talk to some other parents whose children 
are sick, and time to meet with doctors, nurses 
and social workers who help her care for her son. 

Freddy’s story (and PS: Freddy is not his real 
name) is the kind of thing that our volunteers do 
every day both in Costa Rica and in Syracuse, NY. 
They make a difference! They serve the poor, the 
neglected and unloved. It’s often very demanding 
work but they do it graciously. They love the 
people they serve, men and women, young and 
old, unconditionally and generously in a manner 
which would make Clare and Francis of Assisi  
so proud. 

Our volunteers are able to do what they do 
because of you. Your belief in the power of loving 
service, your belief in God and in power  
of the Spirit of Assisi and finally your belief  
in the goodness of young people. One of our 
FrancisCorps families put it quite well:

More than is justified, we find often in our society 
that young people have been labeled as having grown 
increasingly self centered and less concerned with the 
general betterment of all. Lyle and I have been blessed 
to be able to witness over the past eight years the 
dynamism and character of some wonderful young 
people. They have been a source of inspiration and  
faith in the future of not only our church but society 
as well. We are so proud and grateful of our affiliation 
with Francis Corps. It is our hope and prayer that  
others will join us in continuing to support this 
wonderful living family! 

   – Tom Driscoll and Lyle Burns

So let me take this opportunity to say Thank You 
for all that you do to make FrancisCorps possible. 
We are preparing to say good-bye to our FC13 
volunteers and on August 19, 2012 at 9:00 am 
we will welcome and commission the volunteers 
of FC14. You are all welcome to join us at the 
Franciscan Church of the Assumption in Syracuse 
to witness and celebrate the power of love; that 
of our volunteers, your love for the poor and 
God’s love for each one of us.

Peace,

Friar 
Rick

“Preach the Gospel Always,  

If necessary use words.”

St. Francis of Assisi

FrancisCorps

FrancisCorps
P.O. Box 11166
Syracuse, NY 13218
315.426.0481
www.franciscorps.org

Friar Richard Riccioli, OFM Conv.
Director
friarrick@franciscorps.org 

Mr. Jordan Differding
Assistant Director
jordan@franciscorps.org
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2011-2012 BENEFACTORS
Rebecca Ackroyd
Paul and Gloria Ackroyd
Tim and Carolyn Ahern
David and Alice Appel
Anthony and Joyce Appel
Patrick and Annette Axtell

Donald and Sharon Aubrecht
Sr. Mary Barbara, OSF
George and Jean Becker
Francis M. Belge
Michael Bergmann
Jerry and Carol Berrigan
Matt Bizzarro
John and Mary Ellen Bonk
Nicole Bonk
Michael and Virginia Bradley
Sr. Mary Harold Braungart
Chris and Michelle Brown
Jason and Melissa Burgett
Bruce and Judith Butler
Dom and Valerie Cambareri
Kevin and Lynn Carrier
Friar Herman Czaster
Sr. Mary Celestine, OSF
Jennifer and Chris Coelho
Jess and Jane Collen

Jim and Christine Connors
Andrea Cook
Dr. and Mrs. John Cucinotta
Rev. Francis Culkin
Friar Daniel Danielewicz
Carmella Dateno
Mary and Bill Davey
Greg and Janet Differding
Paul and Sharon Dolan
Carol Doyle
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Dracker
Richard and Andrea Drahms
Nathan Drahms
Paul and Jill Drew
Tom Driscoll and Lyle Burns
Sr. William Marie Eleniki, oSF
Irma Ellett
Tom and Gladys Ellett
Rev. Wiliam Esposito
Sally Evertz

Martin and Agnes Ewald
Mark and Carol Fairclough
Mr. Thomas Fitzgibbons
William and Patricia Flick
Mark and Janet Fluty
Fr. James Fritzen
Ellenrose Galgano
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Garbinski
Sean and Sarah Gaw
John P. Gensler
Rev.  Jerome Gingras
Edward and Marie Grabowski
Elizabeth Grady
John Groat
Wiliam and Julie Hannan
Rev. Arthur Hapanowicz
Patrick and Rebecca Harton
Alice Hastetter
Paul and Christine Hazan

George Betty Heaney
Father Daniel Heintz
Huy Huynh
J & E Business, Inc.
Jack, Catie and Meghan Kaszubinski
Francis Keltos
Cyril and Kay Keltos
Dr. Michael Kendrick
Tom and Karen Kennedy
William and Mary Kinne
Fr. Thomas Kobuszewski
Br. Paschal Kolodziej
Friar Vincent M. Lachendro
Peter and Jeanina Lamanna
Susan Lamanna
Jenny and Scott Lammon
John Angela Lawrence
Joan Leskoske
Richard and Joan Lewis

Terri and Steve Lindemann
Minch and Judy Lewis 
Robert Mahar
Therese Maher
Charles and Mary Maloney
Rev. Fred Mannara
James Marsh

Mick and Patricia Martucci
Fr. Duane Mastrangelo
Deacon Richard and Susan McCarron
Robert and Nancy Miano
Richard Monacchio
Mike Moore
Br. Jim Moore
Rev. Richard Morisette
Richard and Nancy Murphy
Patricia and Mark 

Norquist
Dr. and Mrs. Paul Nozynski
Richard Nuffer
Monica and Peter O’Brien
Karen O’Connell
William and Barbara O’Leary
Dolored Oot
James and Ellen O’Shea

“I am grateful for the opportunity to�be part of the 
FrancisCorps community.��Thank you benefactors�for 
your support and prayers, without which�none of this 
would be possible!
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“I am grateful for the opportunities I and the other 
volunteers have had to build our community which 
we might not otherwise have had without the 
generosity of you, our benefactors. Thanks!
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“I am so grateful for the opportunity to share beautiful 
experiences with the friars, FrancisCorps staff , and 
fellow volunteers on retreats, around dinner tables, 
and on ‘paseos’. Gracias!
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“I am most grateful for the opportunity to work with 
the marginalized, to advocate for social justice, and 
to help refugees empower themselves.�Without you 
I would not have had this life-changing experience.
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“I am thankful for the support that has been given 
to our community—not just for the service work we 
complete, but also the support given to us as we live 
and learn in community.
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“I am grateful for the opportunity to grow
in faith through my interactions with my 
community and the kids at my worksite.
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Friend us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/FrancisCorps

Carl Oropallo
James and Antoinette Ottobre
Joe and Mary Pallone
Phyllis Petersen
Victor Pappalardo
Clara Pfrang

Ms. Carolyn Prevo
Ross and Colleen Prossner
Oliver and Joanna Quantrille
Joe and Angela Raffa
John and Christina Riehman-Murphy
Leo and Linda Roberge
Roger and Anne Robertson

Thomas and Mary Ann Rohrbaugh         
and the Rohrbaugh Family 

Willy and Ana Rojas
Lea Rosemurgy
Margaret Ryan

Matthew and Margaret Rybinski
J. Thomas and Jane Sachs
Kevin and Julianne Sachs
Leonard and Dorothy Schafer
Joseph and Elaine Scuderi
Honarable Frederick and  
     Cricket Scullin
Betty Seifritz
Eric Shuler
Michael and Karen Shuler
John and Cecelia Sindoni
Marcy Singer
Dr. John Sipple
David and Cynthia Snyder
Edward Sokolowski
Richard and Janis Spagnolo
Steve and Kristy Szablys
Dave and Marge Stevens
Raymond and Mary Szyperski
Dick and Marie Taylor 
Lauren Thielmann
Dr. Chris and Sarah Thompson
Richard Tucker
Kathy Turlick
Jame and Mary Margaret Van Damme
Roberta Van Patten
Kate Walsh
Anne Ward
Ralph and MaryAnn White
Mary Ann and Charles Wilson
Bruce and Barbara Wollstein
Rev. Robert Yeazel

Paul Young 
Francis and Kathy Zipple
Bill and Maureen Zupan
Catholic Women’s League of St. Bonaventure,     
     Toronto, Canada
University of Scranton
Saint Anthony Mission Aid
Knights of Columbus, Syracuse NY
Immaculate Conception Parish, 

Fayetteville, NY
St. James Roman Catholic Church, 

Cazenovia, NY

Church of St. John the Baptist,
Rome NY

Transfiguration Church, Rome, NY
St. Mary’s of the Lake, North Bay, NY
St. John’s, North Bay, NY
St. Paul’s Church, Rome, NY
Franciscan Friars

Pittsboro, NC
Bridgeport-Minoa, NY
Jonesboro, GA
Clifton, NJ
Albany, NJ
Fonda, NY

Immaculate Heart of Mary,  
    Baltimore, MD
St. Casimir Friary, Baltimore, MD

Danbury, CT
Johnstown, PA
Syracuse, NY
Binghamton, NY
Seaside Park , NY
Kensington, CT
Lackawanna, NY

FrancisCorps Families
Ross and Colleen Prosner
Bill and Maureen Zupan
Tom Driscoll and Lyle Burns
Tim and Carolyn Ahern
Tom and Leah Valenti
Dan and Cindy Accordino
John and Gina Hannan

Gifts In Kind
Franciscan Friars

Alejuela, Costa Rica
 Moravia, Costa Rica
Seaside Heights, NJ
Fonda, NY
Toronto, Canada

Monestary of St. Clare,  
     Chesterfield, NJ
Sisters of St. Francis, Syracuse, NY
St. Francis College,  
     Moravia Costa Rica
Ed and Marie Grabowski
Sister Caryn Crook, OSF.
Friar Brad Milunski, OFM Conv. 
Friar Jorge Dobles, OFM Conv. 

Grants
The Donald D. Lynch 

Family Foundation

Great care is given to recording gifts/donations.  
However, if we have inadvertently missed your name 
or business, please let us know so that we can make 
the necessary and important corrections.

“Thank you Benefactors for your endless support 
and prayers. Your generosity has given me the 
opportunity to explore the world without 
ever having to leave Syracuse.
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“I am grateful for my chance to visit and explore many 
great place including New York City, Toronto, and all 
the wonderful retreat sites.  
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“Thank you benefactors for providing all volunteers 
the opportunity to growth in faith and wisdom.
The benefi ts I reaped from working at Albergue 
San Gabriel and living in community with other 
volunteers are priceless. My FrancisCorps experience 
opened my eyes to a whole new world and ultimately 
inspired me to follow the model of St. Francis:  
Preach the Gospel, if necessary use words.Mo

lly
 Bo

yl
e

“I most appreciate the privilege I have been given 
to live out my service experience to the fullest. 
Through your support I was able to reach out to 
those I serve with an open heart, mind and spirit. �

Nic
ole

 Sa
nt

ar
sie

ro

“I am most thankful for the opportunity to serve 
in the day care at Casa Maria while having the 
love and support of my FrancisCorps community.
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Our Next Goal
We need to raise $15,000 to support the FrancisCorps 
program in Costa Rica where the work sites of the 
volunteers are too poor to provide a stipend. The 

friars in Costa Rica provide housing, the 
volunteers pay for their transportation 

and medical insurance and it’s up to 
Friar Rick to raise $5,500 for food  
for one year (11 months), $5,500  
for stipends for the 5 volunteers, 
$1000 for transportation for the  

year and $3,000 for utilities 
and maintenance for 

the year. 

You’ll need 
sunglasses!
Bold, Energetic, Colorful and Fun.  
The refresh of the FrancisCorps website takes web 
design to a whole new level thanks to Breakthrough 
Design Group in Syracuse, NY. This young company 
located in Syracuse University’s South Side Innovation 
Center has helped us create a site that works for 

young adults, makes it easy to apply to 
FrancisCorps and invites donors to support 

our cause.  Tison Kelley, the Principal Owner 
at BDG said it well:  “The goal of this project is to 
establish an informative, attractive, and  

   fun web presence.” 

www.franciscorps.org.

The FC Family
Jennifer Stewart (FC3) married to husband Jesse 
in Colorado this Fall. Ed Smith (FC9 & 10) married 
Amanda McNally this May. Matt Bizzarro (FC2) to 
marry Jennifer Lennon (July). Laurie McCommas 
(FC9) to marry Aaron King ( July). Becca LaPlante (FC9 
CR) to marry Christopher Burke ( July). Huy Huynh 
(FC6) announced his engagement to his girlfriend 
Lizzy. AJ LaPoint (FC10) announced his engagement 
to his girlfriend Rebecca. John Bradley (FC3) and 
wife Rebecca gave birth to son Paul. Joanna Keltos 
Tompkins (FC3) and husband Trevor gave birth to 
daughter Clare. Mark Murphy (FC3) and wife Christi 
gave birth to son Donovan Patrick. Kate Hogan 
Jamison (FC3) and husband Jeff gave birth to son 
John. Nathan Drahms (FC12) and wife Angela gave 
birth to daughter Daniella. Kristin Zipple (FC4) and 
her husband RJ gave birth to daughter Clara. Sarah 
Thompson (FC2) and her husband Christopher gave 
birth to their first daughter Sophie. Monica O’Brien 
Thielman (FC3) and her husband are expecting baby 
#3 this Summer. Michelle Bernier Brown (FC5) and 
her husband Chris are expecting their first baby in 
November. Nicole Bonk Wahleithner (FC6) and her 
Jason are expecting their first baby in December.  
Ed Smith (FC9 & 10) graduated from Law School this 
month. Anna Hickner (FC8) got her PhD in psych 
this month in DC. AJ LaPoint (FC10) got an MA from 
Boston College. Andréa Cook (FC7) is a volunteer in 
India this Summer. Anthony Mangan (FC11) got his MA 
from RIT and will be pursing his Ph.D in Denver. Erin 
Petrovic (FC9) just got her nursing degree. Jeannie 
Rowland (FC12) got her MA from Penn State and is 
doing work in Nicaragua. Lea Rosemurgy (FC6) is 
now a Nurse Practitioner. Jordan Differding (FC12) 
will be completing prerequisites for graduate speech 
pathology while working part-time at FrancisCorps. 
Jim Moore (FC1-12) is starting as Associate Campus 
minister at CUA this summer.


