10 REASONS TO GO TO COLLEGE

1. A college education secures our future. The number of employment opportunities is greater and
statistics reveal that most leaders are college grads.

2. If you have a college education, you will make more money which in turn will enable you to have a
better lifestyle.

3. A college education shapes your communication skills, expands your knowledge base, makes you
methodical and organized, and exposes you to a whole new world of learning.

4. People with a college education have better value systems and are healthier, so they are able to guide
their family positively.

5. College can help you qualify in fields you are interested in. So if you are an innovator, inventor, or
healer or artist you can train in the specific field.

6. Education opens the doors to many things like multiple jobs, career choices, the chance to further
education at any point in life, and the option of teaching others what you have learned.

7. You cannot learn all you need to know in college, but you can learn enough to form a framework into
which you can place things you learn later.

8. College is like athletic cross-training for the mind. You will never have to do most of the actual activities
in real life, but the more different ways your mind has been stretched and exercised, the more able you
will be to meet intellectual challenges in the future.

9. In any workplace, people succeed who communicate well. College gives students ways of learning to
communicate more effectively — in both written and spoken forms.

10. Most people grow up in a fairly limited sphere of experiences with people who are relatively similar to
themselves. For many people, college is the first opportunity to work closely with people who are
different in terms of religion, ethnicity, politics or sexual orientation. The more such experiences you have,
the better you’ll be able to thrive in diverse environments later.
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FIVE REASONS TO GO TO COLLEGE

1. It teaches discipline. Postsecondary education “teaches many other skills than those needed to find a job
related to your major. [It] is where many people learn to independently discipline themselves; this skill
can be applied to many other aspects of life than a career.” —Kara J. Lee, lead instructional technology
facilitator, district webmaster, Duplin County Schools

2. It cultivates ingenuity and critical thinking. “It’s not about preparing students for a job. It’s about
creating citizens who design, create, support, and energize American ingenuity—ones who challenge
mediocrity and rote mindless jobs just to make a profit for a few. NCLB dropped this nation into nothing
more than a Trivial Pursuit labyrinth.” —Dr. Jan Jones, Educational Consulting Services, VIA Associates
Inc.

“Getting an education is not just about finding a good job. I have always thought that a more important
benefit of education is that it should teach you how to think critically. In a democratic society like the one
we live in, you cannot be ignorant and survive. If you are ignorant, then you are subject to exploitation and
manipulation. I am reminded of a line of one of the actors in the movie, The Great Debaters: ‘Education is
the key to the light and the way out of darkness.” Yes, education can open doors for you that might not
otherwise have opened. However, learning how to think is equally important if you are to sustain
yourself in a democratic and global society.” —Edward Owens, business instructor, North Houston
Campus, Houston, Texas

3. It creates responsible citizens. Postsecondary education “is not just about jobs. To me, very important
reasons include educating to be a responsible citizen with regard to civic and environmental issues, as
well as educating to be a broadly knowledgeable person; and finally, to address the need for, and to develop
habits associated with, the critical responsibility to practice lifelong learning. These, in the long run, will be
much more important to career/job success (and personal life fulfillment) than any [professional] skills.” —
John Bennett, emeritus professor/associate dean, University of Connecticut

4. It opens students to personal discovery. “In some respects, yes. In many others, no. Ultimately, our
desire is to prepare our students for what is to come in their lives so that they have the knowledge,
understanding, as well as critical thinking skills to meet challenges. [Postsecondary education] can still very
well be a time for personal discovery. Knowing your own strengths and weaknesses can put you steps
above others. Utilizing your strengths to become more skilled at various things is extremely important.
Once you learn a skill and hone it, no one can take it from you.” —Wendi Wallace, technology literacy,
Howell Schools

5. It improves one’s quality of life. “School shouldn’t just be about jobs, because life shouldn’t just be
about work. Students should be good citizens, lovers of art and music, critical thinkers, intelligent voters,
and cautious consumers. There are many life skills schools should focus on that don’t translate directly
to the job market but to quality of life outside the workplace.” —Pam Krepel, Delta High School

“Do we need to help prepare our ... students for work? Yes. Is that all we should do? Consider this: ‘It has
always seemed strange to me that in our endless discussions about education, so little stress is laid on the
pleasure of becoming an educated person, the enormous interest it adds to life. To be able to be caught
up into the world of thought—that is to be educated.” —Edith Hamilton, educator and writer.” —Gail
Madison, SELCO, Slaton ISD
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