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Special Education 

Dear Educator, 

Thank you for your interest in CBM Maze Fluency Passages (Maze Reading Passages) 
for 3rd Grade developed at Vanderbilt University.  We are pleased to offer you this 
excerpt of probes to review. 

These pages from the Maze Reading Passages for 3rd Grade manual are provided as a 
courtesy to allow you to preview a representative sampling of the CBM-Reading probes. 
This excerpt includes the following: 

1. Introduction

2. Suggested Norms for Grade 2 - 6

3. Maze Practice Probe

4. Maze Probes

a. Probe 1

b. Probe 13

c. Probe 19

Please take note that this excerpt is protected by Federal Law Title 17 of the United 
States Code. The reproduction, distribution, and display of any part of the contents of 
this material is prohibited.  

If you have questions, email Lynn Davies at lynn.a.davies@vanderbilt.edu.  

Thank you for your interest in Vanderbilt University’s CBM Maze Fluency Passages. 

Lynn Davies 
Program Manager 
Vanderbilt University 
110 Magnolia Circle, Suite 418 
Nashville, TN  37203 

mailto:lynn.a.davies@vanderbilt.edu


DO NOT REPRODUCE WITHOUT THE WRITTEN 

CONSENT OF THE AUTHORS 

 

Maze Reading Passages is defined as a literary work and as 

such the reproduction, distribution, and display of Maze 

Reading Passages material is protected by Federal Law, Title 

17 of the United States Code.  The reproduction, distribution, 

and display of any part of the contents of this manual is 

strictly limited to activities intended for use with students in 

a single classroom by the instructor for whom this manual 

was purchased.  The legal penalties for violating any of the 

copyright owner’s exclusive rights granted by the Federal 

Copyright Act include, but are not limited to, a fine of up to 

$150,000 and imprisonment.  The copyright owners of Maze 

Reading Passages reserve the right to pursue legal action for 

any known acts of copyright infringement.   

 



CBM Maze Fluency 
Vanderbilt University 

 
CBM Maze Fluency reading passages are available for students in Grades 1-6, but typically 
teachers use CBM Maze Fluency beginning in Grade 4. Maze Fluency is used to monitor 
students’ overall progress in reading. 
 
CBM Maze Fluency can be administered to a group of students at one time. The examiner 
presents each student with a maze passage. In a CBM Maze passage, the first sentence is left 
intact. Thereafter, every seventh word is replaced with a blank and three possible replacements. 
Only one replacement is semantically correct. Students have 2.5 minutes to read the passage to 
themselves and circle the correct word for each blank. The examiner monitors the students 
during the 2.5 minutes and scores each test later. When the student makes three consecutive 
errors, scoring is discontinued (no subsequent correct replacement is counted). Skipped blanks 
(with no circles) are counted as errors. The score is the number of correct replacements circled in 
2.5 minutes. Thirty alternate forms are available for each grade level. 
 
Administration of CBM Maze Fluency is as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When scoring CBM Maze Fluency, students receive one point for each correctly circled answer. 
Blanks with no circles are counted as errors. Scoring is discontinued if three consecutive errors 
are made. The number of correct answers within 2.5 minutes is the student score. 
 
  

Examiner: Look at this story. (Place practice maze on overhead.) It has some 
places where you need to choose the correct word. Whenever you come to 
three words in parentheses and underlined (point), choose the word that 
belongs in the story. Listen. The story begins, “Jane had to take piano 
lessons. Her mom and dad made her go. Jane (from/did/soda) not like 
playing the piano.” Which one of the three underlined words 
(from/did/soda) belongs in the sentence? (Give time for response.) That’s 
right. The word that belongs in the sentence is “did.” So, you circle the 
word “did.” (Demonstrate. Continue in this way through the entire practice 
activity.) 
 
Now you are going to do the same thing by yourself. Whenever you come to 
three words in parentheses and underlined, circle the word that belongs in 
the sentence. Choose a word even if you’re not sure of the answer. When I 
tell you to start, pick up your pencil, turn your test over, and begin 
working. At the end of two-and-a-half minutes, I’ll tell you to stop working. 
Remember, do your best. Any questions? Start. (Trigger the timer for 2.5 
minutes.) 
 



Suggested norms for Grades 2-6.  Norms are not available for Grade 1 because 
Maze Fluency isn’t recommended for progress monitoring at first grade. 

Grade 2 Fall Winter Spring 
25th 3 5 8 
50th 4 9 12 
75th 7 13 16 

    Grade 3 Fall Winter Spring 
25th 8 11 13 
50th 11 14 16 
75th 14 17 20 

    Grade 4 Fall Winter Spring 
25th 9 13 16 
50th 11 17 19 
75th 15 21 23 

    Grade 5 Fall Winter Spring 
25th 12 15 16 
50th 17 20 22 
75th 22 26 28 

    Grade 6 Fall Winter Spring 
25th 12 16 17 
50th 18 23 22 
75th 24 30 30 

 
 
CBM Maze Fluency: References and further reading:  
 
Fuchs, L.S. & Fuchs D. (1992). Identifying a measure for monitoring student reading progress.  
School Psychology Review, 21, 45-58. 
 
Fuchs, L.S., Fuchs, D., Hamlett, C.L., Walz, L., & Germann, G. (1993). Formative evaluation of 
academic progress:  How much growth can we expect?  School Psychology Review, 22, 27-48. 
 
Fuchs, L.S., Fuchs, D., Hamlett, C.L., & Ferguson, C. (1992). Effects of expert system 
consultation within curriculum-based measurement using a reading maze task. Exceptional 
Children, 58, 436-450. 
 
Fuchs, D., Fuchs, L.S., Mathes, P., & Simmons, D. (1997). Peer-Assisted Learning Strategies: 
Making classrooms more responsive to student diversity. American Educational Research 
Journal, 34(1), 174-206.   



Maze Practice 

 

 Jane had to take piano lessons. Her mom and dad 

made her go. Jane (from/ did /soda) not like playing the 

piano. She did (bus/ tip /not) like the stupid songs. She 

did not (like/ boat/ fix) going to the lessons. Her parents 

(tall/ made/ camp) Jane so mad. They never let (box/ pen/ 

her) do anything fun. 
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