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Cincinnati Public Schools 

Office of Transportation has partnered directly with First Student 

and Zonar to provide CPS with the next generation of child safety 

technology 

 

 

Bus Tracking: 

Zonar GPS provides the ability to pinpoint 

the location of every vehicle. 

  

Child Tracking: 

Zonar ZPass provides the ability to identify 

the location of a child on a school bus, 

including when and where they boarded and 

departed. 

 

MyFIRSTPass takes safety to the next level 

by providing the same child ridership 

tracking access to a child’s parent. 
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What is ZPass? 

• Unique RFID card-based system ensures accuracy 

• Performs without impeding normal loading process 

• Web-based solution that’s easy and safe 

ZPass is a next-generation student ridership and safety monitoring 

system that uses a radio frequency identification device (RFID) 

reader on the bus and student identification cards to track the 

date, time and location of each student’s entry or exit. 
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ZPass: How it works 

1. Student entering and exiting the bus swipes their ZPass ID card. 

2. As the student enter/exits the bus, the ZPass reader returns audible and 

visual signals confirmation the student’s card was read, and records time 

and location. 

3. The ridership data is immediately and securely transmitted for 

administrative alerting and reporting 

A few easy steps to accurate and secure student ridership data 
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ZPass Web Application 

Key members of CPS transportation staff have access to a map view of 

exactly where a student entered or exited a Z-Pass equipped bus. All CPS 

Yellow Buses are equipped with Z-Pass technology.  
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MyFirstPass 
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MyFirstPass: What is does 

MyFirstPass informs parents when and 

where their child gets on and off the school 

bus 

• Receive instant text messages or push 

notifications using apps for Apple iOS 

and Google Android. 

 

MyFirstPass provides your parents with peace of mind 
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MyFirstPass:  How it works 
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Fast & Easy Sign-Up 
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Step 1 of 5-Step Process 

Enter Student Name and RFID Card # 
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Step 2 of 5-Step Process 

Enter Your Information 
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Step 3 of 5-Step Process 

Review Your Plan Information 
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Step 4 and 5 of 5-Step Process 

Make Payment & Confirm Enrollment 

You will be forwarded to our payment portal to pay for the service based on 

the number of students.  

• Visa or MasterCard accepted 

 

You will receive an email from MyFirstPass with further activation instructions, 

including a click-through and a 4 digit text message code to input.  

 

MyFirstPass is free.   
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Manage riders in the account 

• View your riders 

 

• Personalize your 

account with pictures 

that will appear when 

child’s card is 

scanned 

 

• Manage your account 

and add or delete 

riders 
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Notifications 

• The date, time and 

location of each 

child is recorded 

 

• Data is securely 

transmitted and 

available 

immediately 

 

• Push or text 

message 

notifications are 

available 
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View recent activity 
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Benefits 

MyFIRSTPass 

Easy-to-Use 

Safety & Security 

Convenient, Real-Time Information 

Peace-of-Mind 

Easily Include Additional 

Caregivers 

Eliminates Guesswork 

Works to/from School & Field Trips 

Child Learns Responsibility 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=yellow+school+bus+riders&qpvt=yellow+school+bus+riders&FORM=IQFRML#view=detail&id=07E937BB5D2CEFCC69DF3B8C7CAC011406BCCC9F&selectedIndex=5
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Question and Answers 

If you have any questions, please 

contact: 

 CPS Office of Transportation 

2651 Burnet Ave 

Cincinnati, Ohio 45219 

John Davis, Director  

Pam Williams, Transportation Specialist 

513-363-0330 


