
4th Grade Speech: 1-2 minutes  5th Grade Speech: 2-3 minutes

How to Prepare & Deliver 
a 4-H Speech 

*Adapted from 4-H Public Speaker’s Handbook 

4-H Public Speaking Scorecard 
(4th & 5th Grades) 
Points to Consider    Possible Points 
A.  Speaker 
1.  Appearance:      10 
2.  Use of Language: 
(pronunciation, vivid, meaningful, articulation, grammar) 20 
3.  Projection to Audience: 
(Volume, clear, distinct, pleasing voice, eye contact) 10 
4.  Well Prepared:     15 
B.  Subject Matter and Composition 
1.  Well Organized:     10 
2.  Information: 
(Accurate, complete, up-to-date, appropriate)  10 
3. Good introduction and conclusion:   10 
C.  Results 
1.  Effect on audience:     15 
D.  Time of Speech 
1. 4th Grade (1 minute minimum, 2 minute maximum) 
2.  5th Grade (2 minute minimum, 3 minute maximum) 
E. Scoring of Time 
1.  Each 30 seconds over – Lose 1 point 
2.  Under Time Limit – Lose 5 points 
TOTAL POINTS     100 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information, check out the Tennessee  
4-H Communication Activity Page: 
http://www.utextension.utk.edu/4H/projects/activities/Communication-W062.pdf 



 

Vocal Delivery  Variety – Speak with enthusiasm and confidence instead of a flat voice that 
never changes or you can put people to sleep.  Rate – Don’t race through your words or speak too slowly. Too fast, people 
won’t be able to keep up. Too slow, they will become bored.  Volume – Speak loud enough for everyone in the room to hear you, but not 
too loud, where it seems like you’re yelling.   Pronunciation – Mispronounced words stand out and distract from your 
speech. If you’re stumbling over a word that’s hard to pronounce, replace it 
with one that’s easier to say. If you can’t find another word, practice until 
you’ve got it.  Enunciation (speaking clearly) – Say your words crisply and 
distinctly so you will make a positive impression on your audience and help 
them understand what you’re trying to say.  

Introduction: (Grabs the attention of the audience and makes them 
want to listen; inform the audience of your topic; use interesting quotes; 
facts, a joke or other interesting starters.) Write a few ideas of your 
introduction here. . . 

Body: (Most important part of your speech; select three main points and 
give facts to back them up.) MUST INCLUDE 4-H! Write your 3 main points 
here . . .  

Conclusion: (Restate your main idea and close with a challenge, a 
question, or a big idea). Write a few ideas for a good conclusion here . . .  

Non-Verbal Communication  Personal Appearance – People will see you before they hear you. First 
impressions will be based on how you look, so look your best! Dress neatly, 
stand straight and tall, and move with confidence and poise.   Eye Contact – Remember to make eye contact often during your speech. 
Don’t keep your head down and read your notes through the entire speech. 
Making eye contact will let your audience know that you’re sincere and 
confident about what you’re saying.   Gestures –Use your hands naturally like you are talking to your friends or 
family. Don’t put your hands in your pockets, clasp them in front or behind 
you or fidget with your notes.  

Topic: (Here are some tips when selecting a topic . . .) 
What are some interesting things you already know something about? Think 
about an unusual experience you’ve had, a special hobby or interest that 
fascinates you, or an exciting place you’ve visited.  
Curious about something you’d like to find out a little more about? Learn 
more about it by using it as the topic for your speech! Now, ask yourself . . . 

• Am I really interested in this topic? 
• Is it interesting or useful to others? 
• Can I cover the topic in the time allotted? 
• Can I find enough information about this topic? (Wikipedia is not a 

reliable source!) 
• Remember No Visuals 

 

Using Note Cards 
You can choose to memorize your entire speech or use 
note cards. Here are a few tips if you decide to use 
note cards. 

• Use only one side of each card. 
• Only write down key words that will remind 

you of your point that you are trying to 
make.  

• Print largely and neatly so they will be 
readable at a glance. Practice, Practice, Practice!!! 
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