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North Carolina’s Revolutionary War Soldiers - 1776

This figure represents a private soldier of one of the six North Carolina
Regiments authorized at Halifax on April 13, 1776 for service in the American
War for Independence. These were the first of North Carolina’s Revolutionary
era troops to be "uniformed" in the normal sense of the word.

The 2 regiments of 1775, which were recruited for only 1 year’s service, were
issued only "hunting shirts" and "spatterdashes” reflecting the belief that the
war would not last more than a few months.

Realizing that the war was not going to be resolved as quickly as everyone had
hoped, in 1776, the Continental Congress requested that North Carolina provide
four regiments. North Carolina reached farther than requested and authorized
six regiments. In August 1776, North Carolina ordered "cloth short coats,
breeches, stockings, shoes and shirts..." from the firm of Caldwell and Meese
in Philadelphia. Upon arrival in mid October, the manifest listed:

592 drab coats faced with blue,

608 brown coats faced white,

476 brown coats faced red,

311 drab coats faced red, and

560 "mixt cloth” coats faced with red, along with
16 blue coats faced drab, and

16 white coats faced brown.

506 pairs of drilling breeches

500 "oznaburg" shirts

Note: During this part of the 18th century, "drab” was a woolen fabric in its
natural state which was yellow-brown in color.

The "facings" of a coat included its lapels, cuffs, and cape collar. These trim
items were in distinctive colors to help identify the wearer’s regiment. Note the

presence of a small number of "reversed color" coats, which have the coat and

wim colors reversed. These would have been issued to musicians, identifying
them as such. ‘

binations. For the purpose of this figure we have arbitrarily selected the
brown coat with red trim with the accompanying white breeches and waistcoat,



While in the midst of our struggle for independence, it's not surprising that few
records were kept with any details regarding clothing and accouterments.
Further, there are neither "standard" patterns to refer to, nor many artifacts to
peruse. Typically, the equipment issued to the army was a mixture of left overs
ftom earlier periods augmented by items manufactured in small quantities on
a local basis, purchased abroad, or, when available, captured from the British.
It's unlikely that complete uniformity in clothing and accouterments was ever
achieved within North Carolina’s regiments.

Due to this lack of specific information, many of the clothing and accouterment
items on this figure, while authentic reproductions of the period, and based on
extant artifacts, are conjectural for use by any particular North Carolina unit.

So, this figure must be considered as an educated "best puess", based on
current research rather than a definitive statement of how one of the better
equipped soldiers might have appeared shortly after the uniform issue of
October 1776.

While wearing the 1776 issue uniforms, the Notth Crolina Regiments
participated in the Defense of Charleston, the battles of the Brandywine,
Germantown, and Monmouth as well as spending one Intervening winter (1776
. 1777) at Charleston and one (1777 - 1778) at Valley Forge,

In September, 1778, a shipment of French manufuactured uniforms arrived in
the colonies, a gift of the French government, These uniforms were allocated
by lottery. North Carolina’s troops were allowed an early selection of the new
French uniforms. They chose blue coats with red facings, The coats were
possibly a full length regimental rather than the short "contee" that was issued
in 1776, A little over a year later, in December of 1779 these uniforms also
were in rags.

We have no documentation that the North Carolina troops, as a whole, were
aver "uniformed" again during the war, However, as supplies of clothing were
avallable from the colonies they were issued to the troops.

Iy late 1779, the majority of North Carolina troops were probably clad in
funting shirts and "overalls", which were extended knee breeches, reaching all
the way (o the foot where they formed a gaiter around the shoe, which was

fieldd fn plaoe by o steap that passed under the instep,

I Iate 1779, Congress saw fit to lssue teglonal uniform regulations, proposing

that the North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia troops would wear a full
length blue regimental with blue facings with white trim around the button
holes. This was to be accompanied by white overalls, and a white waistcoat.
Unfortunately, there are no records of any such uniforms ever being
constructed or issued to the North Carolina troops, although, in 1780, some
paroled officers at Halifax wrote to the state and requested that they be issued
cloth to make up uniforms of this type.

On May 12th of 1780, all the North Carolina Continental Regiments then in the
field were surrendered to the British Army at Charleston, SC. North Carolina
would have virtually no regular troops in the field until February of 1781,
when members of the North Carolina militia were drafted into Continental
service. By statute, these draftees weren’t issued uniforms or equipment.

In 1783, as the war neared its end, Congress adopted a standard uniform for
the entire American Army. This was to be a full length blue regimental coat
with red facings, white overalls and waistcoat. There is no record of this
uniform being issued to any of the North Carolina regiments that were in the
field at that time. &

In 1784 the Continental Army was disbanded except for a few men left
togarrison several fortifications. North Carolina’s surviving Continentals came
home wearing whatever accumulation of clothing théy had acquired.
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Tllustration: The French "Gift Uniforms" of 1778

This illustration shows the adoption of "overalls" to replace kneebreeches and
gaiters. The French-made coat is thigh length with a vertically slit and buttoned
cuff. The NC Continentals had blue coats with red trim.

Along with the uniform came a supply of French Muskets from prior conflicts,
most commonly the Model 1763 and 1766 from the armories at Charleville and
St. Btienne. Our illustration shows the 1763 Charleville.
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