landscape - some parts are more
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than 600 million years old. Ice,
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wind and water continually change

the landscape. Humans too, mould

The Australian Alps straddle the borders of the ACT,

the mountains ... more and more ) ) )
New South Wales and Victoria. National parks and

as the years go by. nature reserves within the Alps are managed by each
state or territory government. In the past, each had
its own way of dealing with the challenges of park
Uiz sairalian slps Samal e management. In order to better protect Australia’s
are for all Australians to enjoy and unique alpine and subalpine environments, the park
cherish for the future. agencies agreed to work together, in partnership with
the Australian Government. The reserves now form a
conservation zone of international significance known

as the Australian Alps national parks.
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To find out more visit our website
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Thousands of people visit the
Australian Alps. They come all
year round to enjoy the feeling of
freedom, the breathtaking views,

and the harmony of nature.

A visit to the Alps in summer can
include exploring the remains

of an old gold mining town; an
invigorating walk along a summit
track among the wildflowers;
fishing in an icy mountain creek;
camping under a big sky or the

thrill of white-water rafting.

In winter many people discover the ?

quiet beauty of the mountains on
cross-country skis. Others enjoy
the action of down hill skiing and
snow-boarding. Many visitors just
drive to the mountains for the joy
of seeing and playing in the crisp

white snow.

Living conditions in the Alps are
very changeable but in spite of this
around 700 species of plants cope
with life at the top of Australia.

As you go up the mountains you
see dramatic changes: different
types of plants, variable spaces
between them and variations in
their heights and shapes. Carpets
of fragile, brightly-coloured
wildflowers grow high above the
tree line with gnarled and twisted
snow gums just below. Stately
forests of alpine ash grow on
lower sheltered slopes. Watery
fens, moss-beds and creeks occur

throughout.

These different environments are
the habitats for some of Australia’s
rarest and most interesting
animals. The tiny mountain pygmy
possum, the striking black and
yellow corroboree frog and the
Kosciuszko wingless grasshopper

are-a few of the animals found

onlyinthe*Alps. Many birds

also stopover:during their

global travels.
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Despite their rugged appearance,
the environments of the Australian
Alps are delicate. Much has
already been changed by grazing,
mining and the construction of
hydro-electric schemes. The
introduction of weeds such as
blackberries and broom as well as
feral animals such as foxes, pigs
and horses continue to impact on

the landscape.

Growing numbers of visitors to ski
fields, popular bushwalking spots
and Aboriginal or historic sites can
easily threaten those environments.
Activities such as horse riding,
four-wheel drive touring,
bushwalking and camping have
also caused trampling, pollution

and erosion in some areas

particularly above the tree line.
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