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Best new-car values
Our scores reveal which cars deliver the biggest bang for your buck
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Some cars might be inexpensive but leave you feeling
unsatisfied. They might not be good values, leaving you feeling
as if you have overloaded on junk food. To help you steer clear
of those empty calories, we compiled Consumer Reports’ best-
value scores. They make it easy to identify which cars provide
the most for your money and which ones could leave you
feeling ripped off down the road.

To calculate our value Ratings, we analyzed more than 200
recently tested vehicles, focusing on road-test scores, predicted
reliability, and five-year owner-cost estimates. The better a car
performs in our tests and reliability Ratings, and the less it costs
to own over time, the better its value. The best car represents
about twice the value as the average car.

Hybrids generally did well in our analysis, especially the Toyota and Lexus hybrids and the Lincoln MKZ. None of
them are a bargain, but they’re good values because they delight you with luxury or convenience at every turn,
don’t require frequent trips to the dealer, and won’t soak your bank account every month.

This year’s best value is the Toyota Camry Hybrid. Smooth and capable—but not exciting—our model’s $29,000
as-tested price is affordable for the roominess, comfort, and all-around functionality it delivers. Its 38 mpg overall
is impressive for a midsized sedan. And it’s stone-cold reliable. Which means that your dollar goes about twice
as far with a Camry Hybrid as with the average-value car, according to our analysis.

Sure, you could buy the comparable Hyundai Sonata Hybrid for about $2,300 less than the Camry Hybrid XLE.
But the Sonata’s jerky transitions from gas to electric irritated our testers. Its predicted reliability is less stellar
than that of the Camry Hybrid. And its 33-mpg overall barely surpasses the best nonhybrid sedans, which cost
less. In the end, the Sonata Hybrid represents merely an average value.

The bottom of the pack has a mix of expensive, unreliable German luxury sedans, big SUVs with voracious fuel
appetites, and outdated and noncompetitive small Jeeps. The worst car is the hard-riding, ponderous,
uncomfortable, and unreliable Jeep Wrangler.

But not all SUVs are poor values. If you’re looking for a small one, the Subaru Forester is a best value, with
excellent reliability and very low ownership costs of just 58 cents per mile over the first five years. And small
SUVs as a class deliver more value for your dollar than larger or more expensive SUVs. Large SUVs and
pickups had the worst values overall.

Rather than a midsized SUV, consider an all-wheel-drive wagon. The Subaru Outback costs as little as 61 cents
per mile to drive for five years, compared with 80 cents per mile for the V6-equipped Ford Edge. Yet it does the
same job, with a backseat sized to fit NBA power forwards and as much cargo space as many SUVs.

The best values are found among mainstream midsized sedans, followed by compact cars and wagons. Other
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Subaru Forester 2.5i

factors being equal, higher prices make for worse values, even
when you get a little something in return. Large, expensive
luxury vehicles with gluttonous fuel appetites and high
depreciation are some of the worst values in our study. Very
few large or luxury vehicles rate above average, and many of
those that did are hybrids.

Best and worst for the money
Here are the models with the highest and lowest value scores
overall. Value scores are calculated based on a model’s five-
year cost per mile, road-test score, and predicted-reliability
score.

Best Worst

Toyota Camry Hybrid Jeep Wrangler Unlimited

Honda Accord (4-cyl.) Fiat 500L

Toyota Camry (4-cyl.) Mercedes-Benz S550

Subaru Legacy 2.5i BMW 750Li

Subaru Forester 2.5i Toyota Tacoma (V6)

How to read our value charts
Real value is about what you get for your money. Here’s what
went into our charts:

Value Score ranks cars in order, by category. The average
value is represented by 1.0. Models below the horizontal line
have worse-than-average values. The car with the best value,
the Toyota Camry Hybrid, got a score of 2.01, representing
twice that of the average car. The worst, the Jeep Wrangler
Unlimited, got 0.07, just above zero. Despite the lower score,
many Wrangler owners find reasons to love their Jeeps.

Cost Per Mile factors in all major expenses incurred in a car’s
first five years, a common period of ownership. That includes
depreciation, fuel, insurance premiums, interest on financing,
sales tax, and maintenance and repairs. Because we consider depreciation, our analysis assumes the cars will
be traded in after five years. Interest is calculated at prevailing rates based on a five-year loan. We use the
national average of 12,000 miles per year to calculate costs.

Test Scores are the road-test scores compiled at Consumer Reports’ test track. They’re based on more than 50
tests and evaluations, including performance, comfort, convenience, fuel economy, fit and finish, and cargo
space.

Predicted Reliability is determined from the results of our Annual Auto Survey, which covers about 1.1 million
cars. The Ratings are based on how models held up over the past three years. Redesigned models for which we
don’t yet have survey data, such as the Honda Fit, are not included in our analysis.

Subcompact cars
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Editor's Note:  This article also appeared in the February 2015 issue of Consumer Reports magazine.  
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