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Marriage Benefits Society

Issue: The family is the building block of society, and marriage is its foundation. Marriage
between a man and woman! improves each of the five major institutions of society: school,
church, family, government, and market.

School
e Individuals from intact families completed, on average, more years of schooling and
were more likely to graduate from high school and college than were their peers raised
in non-intact families.2
e High school students in intact families have GPAs 11 percent higher than those from
divorced families.3

Church
e Direct marriage (rather than cohabitation prior to marriage) has a positive effect on
religious participation in young adults.*
e Religious practice leads to a reduced incidence of domestic abuse, crime, substance
abuse and addiction, and an increase in health, longevity, and education attainment.>

Family
e Families with both biological or adoptive parents present have the highest quality of
parent-child relationships.®
e Married men and women report having more enjoyable sexual intercourse more
often.”

Market
o Married couples file less than half of all income-tax returns, but pay nearly three-quarters of
all income taxes.?
e A child’s likelihood of living in poverty is reduced by 82 percent if he is raised in a
married two-parent family with a mother and father.?

Government

e Married men are less likely to commit crimes!? and acts of domestic violence. 11
Adolescents from intact families commit fewer violent acts of delinquency.12

e Parental divorce contributes to “externalizing behaviors,” including weapon carrying,
fighting, substance abuse, and binge drinking.13

e Married people are least likely to have mental disorders, 14 and have higher levels of
emotional and psychological well-being than those who are single, divorced, or
cohabiting.15

Conclusion: The intact, married family naturally delivers fundamental benefits to society.
MARRI research available onlinel® shows the many ways that marriage contributes to societal
well-being.
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