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THE PENINSULA

W
hen Education City 
was first con-
ceived, Qatar 
Foundation’s (QF) 
vision was to 
provide world-

class education to the people of Qatar. 
QF began its mission with the 

founding of a single school named Qatar 
Academy. Today, a city of knowledge 
has grown around that one school and 
QF continues to expand its offerings to 
foster a culture of lifelong learning. 

For almost 25 years, this mission has 
achieved beyond that goal and the result 
is a world-class academic hub providing 
unique opportunities and initiatives. 
Collaborations between some of the 
world’s best institutions are happening 
right here in Doha. 

QF was established in 1995 by H H 
Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, the 
Father Amir, and H H Sheikha Moza bint 
Nasser, Chairperson of QF. 

“Our original vision was to provide 
Qatar not just with education, but with 
quality education, of a kind that blends 
the best educational practices and 
approaches from Qatar and around the 
world to equip young people to be 
leaders, nationally and globally,” said 

Khalifa Al Kubaisi, Manager, Media Rela-
tions at QF. 

“At QF, everything starts with edu-
cation. It is how we began. We believe 
education is a lifelong journey, and that 
innovation in education is vital to cul-
tivating ideas. By providing an envi-
ronment that enables the delivery of 
quality education, we encourage people 
to develop and become active citizens, 
where their desire to seek out 
knowledge is nurtured,” he told The 
Peninsula during an exclusive interview.  

From preschool through to doctoral 
studies, QF offers learning opportunities 
for students of all ages and abilities.  “We 
lay the foundations for lifelong learning, 
and empower future generations to 
thrive in a global environment. Our 
unique education cycle at QF caters to 
children from the age of six months 
through to postgraduate students. This 
range of academic diversity is unlike any 
other system in the world and offers res-
idents of Qatar and the region mean-
ingful and unique learning opportu-
nities,” said Al Kubaisi. 

“Pre-University Education (PUE) is 
the beginning of QF’s education cycle, 
and fortifies the organization’s com-
mitment to lifelong learning. PUE has 
created schools and devised curricula 
in Qatar that support diversity, catering 
for the needs of Qatar’s varied com-

munity,” he added. 
At present a total of 5,799 students 

are enrolled in all PUE schools. PUE 
includes five Qatar Academy schools in 
different locations throughout Qatar, 
Qatar Leadership Academy, Renad 
Academy, dedicated to helping children 
with mild to moderate Autism Spectrum 
Disorder, Awsaj Academy, which works 
with children with learning difficulties,  
Academyati, Qatar’s first progressive 

learning school, Qatar Academy for 
Science & Technology, a program for 
Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Math (STEM) subjects and Academic 
Bridge Program, a program that transi-
tions high students to university. 

QF, the home grown Hamad bin 
Khalifa University (HBKU) and the 
partner universities, provide access to 
high-quality, research-focused edu-
cation that caters to the needs of Qatar, 
promoting a culture of national 
excellence. 

“We have always recognized that 
our model of education must constantly 
innovate and evolve, to meet the needs 
of our youth and reflect an ever-
changing world,” said Al Kubaisi. 

This mindset has driven us to grow 
our educational platform from one 
school to a ‘multiversity’; create a culture 
of life-wide, lifelong, experiential 
learning; establish a pioneering uni-
versity cross-registration program, spe-
cialized schools, and innovation hubs 
within our universities. This led us to 
provide our students with a direct 
pathway into research and innovation 
careers, and opportunities to develop 
startups launched while at university 
within Qatar Science & Technology Park, 
enabling them to apply what they have 
learned at QF within QF,” he added. 

For almost 25 years, the pillars of 

QF’s mission have been education, 
science and research, and community 
development. But within those pillars, 
QF has always recognized the need to 
adapt and evolve in line with the way 
the world changes. 

“Education City is QF’s flagship 
development, housing eight interna-
tional partner universities and our 
homegrown higher education institution 
HBKU. At QF, we recognize that the only 
guarantee of prosperity for any country 
is the ability of its people to develop, 
adapt, and innovate. Our particular 
emphasis on science, research, and 
innovation enables students to become 
researchers and entrepreneurs in areas 
of priority for our country,” said Al 
Kubaisi. 

“QF’s high-quality education oppor-
tunities empower and support young 
people from their first day of school all 
the way through to advanced post-
graduate studies. Our multidisciplinary 
higher education system produces an 
immensely competent and diverse 
workforce that is serving the needs of 
our country, and who will become the 
future leaders of Qatar,” he added. 

A total of 3,097 students have 
enrolled this academic year (2018-2019) 
from all QF universities. And there are 
more than 5,000 QF alumni who grad-
uated from QF partner universities. 

Qatar Foundation: A world-class academic hub

Khalifa Al Kubaisi, Manager, 

Media Relations at QF.
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A
t the invitation of Qatar Foundation, Carnegie Mellon 
joined Education City in 2004 to deliver select pro-
grams that will support and contribute to the long-
term development of Qatar. 

Carnegie Mellon University attracts a certain type 
of student: Motivated, inventive, and driven to make a difference. 
A private, global university, Carnegie Mellon stands among the 
world’s most renowned educational institutions, setting its own 
course with programs that inspire creativity and collaboration. 

PROGRAMS OF STUDY

CMU-Q offers undergraduate programs in fields at the fore-
front of technology, innovation, scientific discovery and economic 
growth. All undergraduate majors require four years of full-time 
study, after which students earn a bachelor of science degree.

Biological Sciences has a core curriculum of biology, chem-
istry, computer science, mathematics and physics. In-depth 
exposure to multiple disciplines prepares students for careers at 
the forefront of emerging new fields.

Business Administration provides the foundation for moti-
vated students to become leaders in the business arena within 
Qatar, the region and the world. The program emphasizes an ana-
lytical approach to problem-solving, providing the tools to adapt 
to an evolving business environment. 

Computational Biology applies computer 
science techniques to complex biological and bio-
medical problems. The program provides an 
intensive, interdisciplinary education grounded in 
the disciplines of biology and computer science.

Computer Science provides students with the 
core skills of mathematical reasoning, algorithmic 
thinking, and programming. The program 
encourages creativity and provides the fundamental 
skills to develop new technologies.

Information Systems is based on profes-
sional core courses that teach students to analyze, 
design, implement and test information systems 
using current and emerging practices. The flexible 
nature of the program encourages students to 
work outside of traditional disciplinary 
boundaries. 

The CMU-Q student body is exceptionally 
diverse, representing 38 nations. Students form a 
busy and active community, participatingin clubs, 
organizing events, traveling for service and aca-
demics, and competing in local and international 
contests. The low student-to-professor ratio means 
students receive unparalleled individual attention.

Follow us: 
Twitter: @CarnegieMellonQ

Instagram: @carnegiemellonq
Facebook: CarnegieMellonQ

YouTube: www.youtube.com/CarnegieMellonQatar 
To learn more, visit www.qatar.cmu.edu.

CMU-Q: Ideas that shape 
your world start here
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C
ollege should challenge you in a number 
of new and rewarding ways, from 
broadening your experience with unfa-
miliar classes to expanding your 
horizons intellectually. Yet with all these 

new challenges, it’s also important to develop the 
skills you need to be able to cope with stress, a 
hectic schedule and impending deadlines. Learning 
how to set realistic, productive goals for yourself 
throughout each term can help you stay on top of 
things and make the most of your education.

Below are six smart goals for college students, 
as well as some criteria for setting new goals for 
yourself.

SET S.M.A.R.T. GOALS

One of the most important things about 
setting goals while you’re in college is that each 
one needs to be distinct, achievable, and 
rewarding in order to keep you moving forward. 
Before you set any major goals for yourself, try 
to ensure they meet the following criteria.

SPECIFIC: Know exactly what you need to 
accomplish and what you hope to gain from doing 
so, whether it’s simply finishing a paper, writing 
a personal statement for an internship or schol-
arship application or finishing some research for 
a larger project.

MEASURABLE: Make sure you can easily 
evaluate whether or not your goal was met and 
how beneficial it ultimately was to you.

ACHIEVABLE: Be realistic when setting goals. 
This can help you avoid missing deadlines and 
getting behind, as well as giving you a more 
accurate overview of how much time you have to 
invest in other tasks throughout the week.

RESULTS-FOCUSED:  Have very clear, dis-
tinct outcomes for meeting your goals, and hold 
yourself to them.

TIME-BOUND:  Set a deadline for each goal 

or, for more complex tasks with multiple steps, 
establish deadlines for each major stage of the 
process.

SET A GOAL FOR GRADES IN EACH CLASS

While you always want to strive to do your best 
in every class, there are a number of factors that 
may impact how you’re able to do from course to 
course. First, take into account the subject matter, 
the level of the class, how essential the course is to 
your degree program and the other courses you’re 
taking during the same term. 

Then set a realistic goal for the grade you think 
you can earn if you work hard, and invest a rea-
sonable amount of time working toward this goal. 
Some courses are just harder, or more relevant to 
your intended career path, than others, and setting 
a specific grade goal can help you prioritize 
effectively.

PLAN STUDY TIMES FOR EVERY COURSE

At the beginning of the term, try to plan out 
specific time blocks for each class throughout the 
week, and hold yourself accountable for spending 
these time periods completing homework and 
studying.  If something comes up and you’re unable 
to devote the usual time to a course one week, make 
sure you can reschedule the entire block of time 
for that class to another day (which can help 
prevent you from getting behind or missing an 
assignment).

If you have trouble making good use of study 
time you set aside for a specific class, consider 
rescheduling your study block for this course at 
another time when you’re more productive.  You 
may also set specific goals for each study block 
week-by-week, such as not stopping or moving 
onto your next task until a particular section of a 
book is read, or the assignment for the week is 
finished.
VISIT WITH EACH INSTRUCTOR  

AT LEAST ONCE PER TERM

This one can be helpful even if you’re taking 
online or remote courses. Visiting an instructor 
during office hours or scheduling some time to talk 
over the phone or through email can be a good 
way to get to know someone who may be a great 
resource down the road. 

Instructors who know you well can speak to 
your strengths in recommendation letters, and it’s 
always good to have someone to go to for help and 
support during especially difficult periods like 
during finals or when you’re approaching gradu-
ation. Try to get to know at least one instructor well 
during each term, and make sure to take some time 
to speak personally with each one at some point.

TAKE AN EXTRA CHALLENGING COURSE

Look for courses that interest you outside your 
degree program or current area of focus, and try to 
challenge yourself to move out of your comfort zone. 
While there may not be time to do this every session, 

you can calculate how many elective credits you 
need to take and then set aside a certain number of 
these for challenging, unfamiliar courses. Pushing 
yourself to try something new can be a great way 
to keep yourself intellectually engaged, especially 
during sessions where your coursework is otherwise 
focused on general education credits or basic intro-
ductory classes in your degree program.

JOIN AN EXTRACURRICULAR GROUP 

Getting an on-campus job or joining a student 
group (which you can also do when taking online 
classes) can be a great way to get to know other 
students — and sometimes faculty — in your degree 
program. While this offers valuable networking 
opportunities for when you eventually go on the 
job market, it can also be a great way to reduce 
stress and allow yourself to take much-needed 
breaks from studying and work. 

Just remember, you still need to make sure you 
have time and energy to invest in coursework, so 
try to set goals for what days you can spend on 
extracurriculars and how much time you can set 
aside for activities. Even if you’re still in your first 
year, learning about your career options can be a 
valuable experience. Set aside some time to speak 
with someone from the career services department 
each year, and consider scheduling more frequent 
appointments the closer you get to graduation. 
Setting specific goals to visit each term can help 
avoid procrastination and ensure you start planning 
ahead.  www.aiuniv.edu

smart goals
for college 
students

In addition to the engagement and 
learning that takes place inside the 
classroom, students at Georgetown 
University in Qatar participate in a range 

of sports, social, and community service 
activities, engage in research projects, and 
participate in internships in a variety of 
sectors. 
     With the choice of an optional minor in 
Arabic, and a variety of certificates to 
enhance their studies along the way, 
students graduate with the prestigious 
Georgetown University Bachelor of Science 
in Foreign Service degree in one of the 
following majors:

     With more than 500 alumni, Georgetown 
University in Qatar (GU-Q) is making a 
significant contribution to a wide range of 
industries throughout Qatar, the Middle East, 
North Africa, and Asia. Graduates of the 
Qatar campus work in a broad array of fields 
including diplomacy, communications, 
consulting, finance, marketing, public 
relations, arts, and education in the for 
profit, non-profit and governmental sectors. 

GU-Q: Educating the Whole Person
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V
CUarts Qatar is the 
international branch 
campus of Virginia 
C o m m o n w e a l t h 
University’s prestigious 

School of the Arts (VCUarts), which has 
been a top-ranked art and design 
program in the US for more than 10 
years, according to US News & World 
Report. 

Established in 1998 through a 
partnership with Qatar Foundation, 
VCUarts Qatar offers students the 
opportunity to earn a Bachelor of Fine 
Arts degree in fashion design, graphic 
design, interior design and painting and 
printmaking, a Bachelor of Arts degree 
in art history and a Master of Fine Arts 
degree in design.In addition, VCUarts 
Qatar’s Libraries have the broadest 
range of art and design books in Doha, 
as well as the region’s only Materials 
Library. 

The current student body of 379 
represents 36 nationalities. The 
campus attracts major contributors 
to contemporary visual culture for 
speaking and teaching engagements, 
and major events such as the 
University’s annual fashion show, the 
BFA + MFA exhibition by graduating 
students, the Tasmeem Doha art and 
design conference, regular exhibitions 
at its Gallery, and the Hamad bin 
Khalifa Symposium on Islamic 
Art,draw large and diverse audiences 
and shine a light on the talents and 
achievements of VCUarts Qatar’s 
students, alumni, faculty and staff. 

The general public is also 
welcome at VCUarts Qatar. Short 
courses in art and design are offered 
to all through the university’s 
Community Education Program. 

No prior experience or education 
is required and the courses take place 
throughout the year. Subjects range 
from fashion design and ceramics to 
photography. 

VCUarts Qatar: A Center of Educational 
Excellence for Art and Design
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WHY DENTISTRY? 

T
he new College of Dental 
Medicine will

� Follow a high quality 
curriculum, which will be in 
line with international 

standards and combine multiple 
teaching methodologies to prepare you 
best for your future workplace.

�  Combine subject-oriented 
learning, especially during the first year, 
with organ-centered modular teaching 
and clinical skills training, to ensure a 
full integration of all relevant knowledge 
and skill domains.

� Apply advanced e-learning and 
learning technologies to foster active 
learning and critical thinking.

� Use the strong collaboration with 
Hamad Medical Corporation (HMC) and 
the Primary Health Care Corporation 
(PHCC), to offer you early clinical expe-
rience in state-of-the-art facilities, 
including a dental simulation clinic and 
academic dental hospital at HMC.

� Offer student-tailored Electives, 
community-based education, and 
research possibilities.

� Be the fourth college under QU 
Health and provide substantial oppor-
tunities for inter-professional learning 
and exchange between different health 
professional programs.

� Be routed within the national 
healthcare system to educate dentists 
who will be capable to address local 
challenges in oral health and to 
support the further development of 

the Qatari healthcare system.

VISION

To be the leading College of Dental 
Medicine, preparing healthcare pro-
viders in providing comprehensive care 
through collaboration, and committed 
to advancing knowledge for the service 

and benefit of our community.

MISSION

The College of Dental Medicine 
strives to provide comprehensive, inte-
grated and collaborative best practice 
education and patient care to be the 
dental college of choice for Qatari stu-
dents. With our passionate, dedicated 
faculty and students and a state-of-the-
art academic dental hospital, we prepare 
competent students to be healthcare 
providers for the future and health of 
the nation. Our mission is aligned with 
the university’s goals to continuously 
expand knowledge through education 
and research opportunities.

CORE VALUES

- To provide support in alignment 
with the mission of Qatar University and 
build on the strengths of the 
University

- Integrate education and patient 
care for individuals and groups

- To inspire students to learn 
through humanistic comprehensive 
models of education incorporating indi-
vidual and collective critical thinking 
that is evidence-based

- Incorporating innovative and sup-
portive education methods that 
showcase dentistry at the forefront

- Enhance community health 
through patient-centered care sup-
porting a healthy community

- Provide quality and best-practice 
integrated education

- Provide quality patient care in the 
art and science of health and oral health, 
and the integration between health and 
oral health

- Collaborative translational 
research to improve the oral health of 
the nation

- To support an educational and 
patient care environment in which 
faculty and students can excel 

professionally benefitting the public and 
the organized profession

- Be fiscally responsible in lead-
ership and management

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

Admission to the College of Dental 
Medicine is competitive for Qatari and 
non-Qatari applicants. Due to the 
limited number of 25 seats, students with 
the minimum requirements are not 
automatically guaranteed acceptance 
to the College. 

Minimum Requirements for high 
school applicants:

� High school GPA* of 85%
� English**: IELTS = 5.5   TOEFL = 

500
� Mathematics**: SAT = 500   ACT = 

21
� Completion of 2 out of 3 science 

subject classes in high school (biology, 
chemistry &/or physics).  Having biology 
courses in high school is highly 
recommended

� Supporting evidence of previous 
volunteering experience in the 
healthcare sector, medical or scientific 
internships, or community work 
(recommended)

� Passing a personal interview with 
the College Admission Committee 
(where relevant)

* For international curriculum 
schools, letter grades will be equalized 
to percent numbers by QU Admission 

Department. Please refer to QU 
Admission for further information.

** Test scores for English and Math-
ematics must be submitted to the QU 
Testing Center prior to the start of the 
applications. Late scores will affect the 
assessment of the application. 

CURRICULUM OVERVIEW

� Structure: 6-year program leading 
to a Doctor of Dental Medicine

� Year 1: Joined Common First Year 
with all students at QU Health

� Single entry, multiple exit
� Innovative and flexible Global 

Learning Experience; early clinical 
exposure   

�  Years 2-3.5: Integrated Pre-
clinical and Clinical Learning across dis-
ciplines (including simulation training)

� Years 3.5-6: Final Clinical Phase 
to prepare competent students to 
provide dental care on graduation

� No internship is required fol-
lowing graduation as it is embedded in 
the undergraduate training

CONTACT US:

For further clarification and enquiries, 
please contact us on:
College of Dental Medicine
Tel: (+974) 4403-7876 P. O. Box: 2713
Email: dentistry@qu.edu.qa
Location: College of Medicine H12 
Office 143

Become one of the first dentists educated within the Qatari healthcare  
system and join the new program for dental medicine this Fall.

Creating a smiling 
future together!
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GU-Q 100: A celebration 
of knowledge

H H Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, Chairperson of 
Qatar Foundation (QF), attended Georgetown Uni-
versity in Qatar’s ‘GU-Q 100: A Celebration of 
Knowledge’, a gala to commemorate more than 
100 books published by faculty and staff since the 
university’s doors opened in 2005. H E Sheikha 
Hind bint Hamad Al Thani, Vice-Chairperson and 
CEO of Qatar Foundation, was the honoured guest 
speaker at the ceremony, marking a major mile-
stone in the collaboration between QF and Geor-
getown University that began with the launch of 
its Doha campus in support of the development 
goals of Qatar National Vision 2030. H E Sheikha 
Hind said: “Through its wealth of research in the 
field of humanities and social sciences, Georgetown 
University in Qatar has made a significant contri-
bution to the international profile of QF and Qatar 
as a hub of new knowledge, original thought, and 
intellectual courage in confronting issues which 
influence what our world is, and what it can be.” 
The gala, held on GU-Q’s Education City campus, 
was also attended by deans of QF partner univer-
sities, members of the diplomatic community, stu-
dents, faculty, staff, and other special guests.

QU research output 
grows six times 

Qatar University’s research output has grown 
by about six times during the period from 2010 to 
last year, and the proportion of publishing in the 
top ten scientific journals in the world rose from 
15.9 percent to 40.8 percent during the same period. 
These statistics were revealed during the Annual 
Research Forum & Exhibition 2019, held under the 
theme “Research Transformation through the 
Fourth Industrial Revolution: Challenges and Social 
Innovations”.  Qatar University President Dr Hassan 
bin Rashid Al Derham said the number of research 
publications in the university rose from 235 pub-
lications in 2010 to 1,560 publications last year, an 
increase of more than six times. 

Vice-President for Research and Graduate 
Studies, Prof. Mariam Al Ali Al Maadeed, presented 
the most important statistics that reflect the uni-
versity’s development at the research and academic 
levels, including the number of colleges increasing 
to ten after the announcement of opening the 
faculty of dentistry next fall, and the number of 
students increasing to more than 20,000 students 
with 65 percent being Qatari. This is in addition to 
opening nearly 18 research centers to date and 
launching 54 postgraduate programs in multiple 
disciplines and fields. Al Maadeed said the uni-
versity has managed to publish more than 6,000 
research papers over the last few years. She said 
the global collaborative partnership of QU has 
expanded to include many of the world’s leading 
universities, institutes and research centres, where 
it has signed 68 memorandums of understanding 
to strengthen these relations and partnerships.

VCUarts Qatar hosts new 
students at ‘Hayakom’

Virginia Commonwealth University School of 
the Arts in Qatar (VCUarts Qatar) hosted a special 
event dedicated to new students and their families 
to familiarise them with life at VCUarts Qatar 
VCUarts Qatar in Education City welcomed 92 new 
students at an exciting orientation program entitled 
“Hayakom”, which is the Arabic word for 
“welcome”. The event began with an introduction 
from Katherine Magnum, the university’s Director 
of Recruitment and Admissions, followed by a 
welcome note from Executive Dean Dr Donald N 

Baker. Among the new students from 19 different 
nationalities, 54 are Qataris and were admitted to 
various programs. Several chairs of the various 
departments including Fashion Design, Interior 
Design, Graphic Design, Painting and Printmaking, 
Art History, and Art Foundation took turns to 
explain their programs and how it could be bene-
ficial to the students. 

CMU-Q welcomes  
Class of 2023

Carnegie Mellon University in Qatar (CMU-Q) 
welcomed more than 80 new students and their 
parents at the Marhaba Tartans event recently. The 
event was an opportunity for incoming students 
to meet their professors and future classmates, and 
learn more about studying at CMU-Q. Michael Trick, 
Dean of CMU-Q, welcomed the Class of 2023 and 
reminded each of them that they have earned a 
place at the university. “When we selected you, we 
looked at your academic accomplishments, your 
extracurricular interests, and your plans for the 
future. We chose you because you want to learn, 
and you are curious and forward-thinking. We have 
every confidence that you will be excellent Tartans,” 
he said. Carnegie Mellon University in Qatar offers 
undergraduate programs in biological sci-
ences, business administration, compu-
tational biology, computer science and 
information students. Nearly 400 stu-
dents from 38 countries call CMU-Q 
home.

QLC celebrates 
graduation of 118 
Qataris at NMoQ

Qatar Leadership Centre (QLC), early 
this month, celebrated its annual gradu-
ation ceremony at the National Museum 
of Qatar, honouring 118 Qataris who have 
completed one of three courses of study 
— the Executive, Government, or Rising 
Leaders programs. The graduates constitute the 
sixth class of QLC since its establishment by Amir 
H H Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani as a 
national platform for leadership development. This 
year QLC marked the addition of an Executive Mas-
ter’s degree program in leadership offered by Geor-
getown University, which is built on the founda-
tional courses of the QLC program. There are 28 
Qataris currently enrolled in the inaugural program.  
QLC’s key partnerships include leading institu-
tions: the University of Cambridge, University of 
Chicago Booth School of Business, Duke University, 
Georgetown University, Harvard University, HEC 
Paris, Rice University, University of Oxford, and Al 
Jazeera Media Institute.

CMU-Q team wins Quick 
Startup 2019

A team from Carnegie Mellon University in 
Qatar (CMU-Q) took first place at Quick Startup 
2019, with their idea called VisKit. The idea, which 
the team developed during the three-day compe-
tition, is an all-in-one, dashboard mounted, heads-
up display and mobile phone carriage to make sure 
drivers keep their eyes on the road. The system 
provides access to driving directions and advanced 
safety features like night vision and collision 
detection, without having drivers look at their 
mobile phones. Quick Startup is a competition for 
university students and new graduates to create a 
business plan and investor pitch over the course 
of a weekend.  This is the fifth year that CMU-Q 
has hosted Quick Startup. This year, about 80 

university students and new graduates from across 
Qatar participated in the competition that was 
sponsored by QNB.

NU-Q’s 10th anniversary 
celebrations

As part of its year-long celebration of the 10th 
anniversary of Northwestern University in Qatar’s 
establishment in Doha, it joined with its alumni 
and hosted a homecoming for the University’s 
faculty, staff, and students. Homecomings are a 
tradition in the United States for universities to 
welcome back former students, along with current 
students, faculty, and staff, to celebrate the insti-
tution. The Northwestern Club of Qatar hosted the 
event, which is being held as part of Northwest-
ern’s global alumni event – NU Connects. “Our 
greatest achievement is our alumni—nearly 300 
of them to date—who rightly make us proud by 
dint of their individual accomplishments and the 
role they are playing in Qatari society and else-
where across the globe,” said Everette E. Dennis, 
Dean and CEO. NU Connects is a program spon-
sored by the Northwestern Alumni Association that 
gives alumni the opportunity to expand their North-
western network locally as well as globally through 

a series of specially-coordinated events around 
the world. NU-Q is celebrating its 10th year anni-
versary through a series of events over the course 
of the year, culminating with an iftar for gradu-
ating seniors and family members, along with 
faculty, staff, students, and alumni on May 6 at the 
Four Seasons.

QNRF launches award for 
early career professionals

Qatar National Research Fund (QNRF), a 
member of Qatar Foundation (QF), has 
announced the launch of a new award, ‘the Early 
Career Research Award (ECRA), an intensive 
research and research leadership development 
award for faculty members and researchers at 
an early stage in their careers. The aim of the 
award is to support eligible applicants in the 
development of their skills in order to conduct 
and lead research independently, with the 
ultimate aim of contributing to Qatar’s over-
arching research and development goals. 

The award will also help recently graduated 
PhD holders and medical doctors to establish their 
labs and develop their research. The award is 
designed to help bridge the gap between QNRF’s 
portfolio of capacity building programs and the 
National Priorities Research Program (NPRP) — its 
flagship funding program through which QNRF 
seeks to support research projects that address the 
main challenges facing Qatar and contribute 
towards the country’s development.  ECRA is open 
to individuals who are faculty members, 

researchers, scientists, and clinicians early in their 
careers and hold terminal degrees with two-to-
seven years of experience and are determined to 
build their career in research.

Thales strengthens  
partnership with QU  

Thales, a key player in cybersecurity with a 
presence in the State of Qatar for over 35 years 
and a global leader in aerospace, transportation, 
defence, security and space, has further 
strengthened its partnership with Qatar Uni-
versity (QU), to reinforce the transfer of 
knowledge in cybersecurity, by extending its 
sponsorship of a ‘Professional Chair’ and by pro-
viding a cutting edge Cyber Range software 
training platform. This builds on the agreement 
Thales signed with Qatar University to sponsor 
a ‘Professional Chair’ in 2014. The renewed part-
nership on the cyber security demonstrates the 
trustful cooperation established between Qatar 
University and Thales over the years, and Thales 
strong commitment to support Qatar’s education 
sector in the long run. With the contribution of 
the Cyber Range software training platform to 
Qatar University, developed in collaboration with 
Diateam, Thales offers another advanced training 
tool for students. Cyber Range is designed to help 
organisations improve their capabilities to ensure 
that they are adequately prepared for 
cyberattacks.

CNA-Q hosts annual  
co-curricular event

The College of the North Atlantic - Qatar 
(CNA-Q) hosted its largest co-curricular event 
of the academic year, the 10th annual CNA-Q 
Skills Competition. The competition offers 30 
different competitions around campus — in engi-
neering technology and industrial trades, infor-
mation technology, health sciences, business 
studies and academics - simulating a variety of 
real-world tasks that students will perform in 
the workplace once they graduate. The CNA-Q 
Skills Competition showcases what learning at 
CNA-Q is all about — building experiential and 
technological competencies required in the world 
of work. Over 300 College students competed 
against their peers to test the technical skills they 
are learning through their studies. Again this year 
the College partnered with local schools to 
include hundreds of secondary students in the 
Competition, giving more young people the 
opportunity to be involved in science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics (STEM).

ASD wins CMU-Q’s ‘Pi 
Day’ math contest

A team from the American School of Doha 
(ASD) won the top prize at Carnegie Mellon Uni-
versity in Qatar’s (CMU-Q) fourth annual ‘Pi Day’ 
Mathematics Competition.  CMU-Q introduced 
the ‘Pi Day’ Mathematics Competition in 2016 to 
encourage high school students to broaden their 
mathematical horizons in the spirit of friendly 
competition. This year’s competition was spon-
sored by Fifty One East, who presented the 
awards to the winners and finalists. ‘Pi Day’ is 
embraced by mathematicians and educators 
worldwide as an opportunity to celebrate and 
encourage learning in mathematics. Pi is written 
in symbol form as the Greek letter π, which rep-
resents the ratio of the circumference of a circle 
to its diameter, an infinite number rounded to 
3.14. Pi Day falls on March 14 each year.

Knowledge hub: Recent 
trends & achievements

Links to top universities
Qatar University: www.qu.edu.qa

Carnegie Mellon University: www.qatar.cmu.edu

Texas A&M Qatar: www.qatar.tamu.edu 

Georgetown University: www.qatar.georgetown.edu 

Community College of Qatar: www.ccq.edu.qa

AFG College with the University of Aberdeen: www.abdn.ac.uk/qatar 

College of the North Atlantic Qatar: www.cna-qatar.com

University Of Calgary: www.ucalgary.edu.qa

Hamad Bin Khalifa University: www.hbku.edu.qa

Qatar Foundation: www.qf.org.qa

VCUArts Qatar: www.qatar.vcu.edu

Northwestern University: www.qatar.northwestern.edu

Qatar Foundation (QF) has announced the launch of a first-of-
its-kind school in Qatar, which will offer a globally unique 
learning model to young children. ‘Academyati’ is a progressive 

school under the umbrella of QF’s Pre-University Education (PUE) 
and admissions are open now for the 2019-20 academic year. It will 
open in August 2019 for children aged 3 to 6 years. ‘Academyati’ will 
be based at QF’s Education City and enrol 48 children initially. The 
school is designed to eventually expand and ultimately accommodate 
children and young people aged 3-18. Academyati stands for ‘Inno-
vation in Learning’. At Academyati children will be grouped into 
multi-age groups, rather than in a structure defined by grade levels 
or determined by their age. This will help children to learn at their 
own pace and from older or younger children, in a fluid, engaging, 
non-classroom setting. Each child will have a portfolio that fully doc-
uments their personal growth, as well as their learning outcomes 
and products.

QF’s new school offers  
unique learning model
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MAHA ABDELWAHAB  

ASD ALUMNUS CLASS OF 2012

T
he American School of 
Doha was recently 
awarded the Eco-Schools 
Green Flag to recognize its 
achievements in promoting 

sustainability on campus. In the past 
two years, ASD students have intro-
duced and successfully implemented 
a number of eco-friendly sustaina-
bility initiatives including paper recy-
cling, re-use programs, reduction of 
plastic waste, and food composting 
to name a few. Many of the programs 
were student-led by members of the 
ASD Eco Clubs. 

The Green Flag award is just one 
of the many achievements celebrated 
by ASD during its 30th anniversary 
year. Last month at the annual 
Friendship Festival, ASD revealed the 
long-awaited Legacy Wall which dis-
plays brush-metal plaques with 
names of students and community 
members who had previously donated 
to help offset the cost of building the 
new school starting in 2006- 2007. 
The wall is only a third-way filled, 
leaving room for future students and 
community members to leave their 
Legacy. 

The American School of Doha was 
first established in 1988 and initially 
taught grades KG-5. In the early 
2000’s, the school’s enrollment 
increased significantly which led to 
one of ASD’s largest achievements - 
the building of the new campus in 
2007. ASD as a community ensures 
that its educational facilities, along 
with its rigorous curriculum, provides 
students with the best opportunity for 
a well-rounded education. 

From 2013-2017, ASD underwent 
a $35M Campus Improvement Project 
to increase capacity and improve 
facilities across the entire school. This 

Campus Improvement Project has 
maximized the school footprint to 
allow for enrollment of up to 2250 
students from pre-kindergarten to 
grade 12. ASD’s academic program has 
been a forerunner in professional 
learning and curriculum development, 
and the school enjoys a worldwide 
reputation for excellence. 

Throughout the years, ASD has 
maintained and continues to maintain 
strong ties with the larger community 
of Qatar. This year as we celebrate 30 

years of community, trust, and excel-
lence, we look forward to the future 
with a special focus on the legacy.

I am incredibly proud to be an 
alumnus of a school that not only 
cares a great deal about its students, 
but also consistently contributes 
towards building a community within 
the nation of Qatar. I am excited to 
see how the school will continue to 
grow in the future, and I am proud to 
remain a part of that as an alumnus 
of ASD. of Qatar. This year as we celebrate 30 of ASD. 

ASD Awarded Eco-Schools Green 
Flag on their 30th Anniversary Year
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I
n today’s world, you would be hard-pressed 
to find an area of life that hasn’t been 
affected by the process of digitalization. 
In other words, modern technology has 
pretty much permeated every pore of our 

society, and that includes education, as well. 
However, there is still lots of potential in that 
field that hasn’t been taken advantage of, and 
that situation should be remedied in the future, 
because there are plenty of benefits digital edu-
cation is here to give.

While the term digital classroom is very 
loosely defined, it applies to those classrooms 
which employ modern technology and commu-
nications in order to provide students with infor-
mation. They use that information online, or in 
a traditional classroom with their teachers and 
fellow students in order to learn new lessons.

What modern technology enables us to do is 
to introduce elements of gamification into the 
education process, which should improve student 
motivation and information retention, as well 
as their ability to do their own research and work 
in teams. It also allows for individualization of 
learning and encourages students to seek out 
the content that they like. With that in mind, here 
is a comprehensive list of 12 digital tools that can 
help you create your own digital classroom. 

LEARN BOOST 

Learn Boost is aimed at both teachers and 

parents, because it allows them to track student 
progress in real-time and over a certain time span. 
Aside from acting as a digital gradebook, it can 
also provide teachers with the ability to upload 
new lesson plans, create schedules, and even track 
student attendance. This tool can also integrate 
with Google Apps and store all necessary infor-
mation safely in the cloud. On top of everything, 
it is also free.

MOODLE 

Moodle, which is an acronym for Modular 
Object-Oriented Dynamic Learning Environment, 
is an expansive tool that is a Learning Management 
System (LMS) at its core, but which also enables 
students and teachers to create their own custom 
learning environments that fit their needs per-
fectly. Furthermore, it is also an open-source ini-
tiative, which makes it free, and its functionality 
can be expanded through integration of different 
features, plugins, and modules.

CLASS DOJO 

One of the most popular digital classroom 
management tools is ClassDojo, which can be 
used effectively by teachers to better student 
behavior in class, and to inform parents about 
their child’s performance in the classroom. For 
instance, using their smartphones or tablets, 
teachers can add or subtract points to each 

student’s avatar, which is displayed on the 
smartboard. The app is also able to generate 
reports which can be shared easily with parents.

CACOO 

One of the most efficient ways to display 
complex data to students is to use a flowchart, 
diagram or graph, and for that, teachers can use 
Cacoo, which is an online flowchart generator 
tool that also comes with a built-in real-time col-
laboration functionality. Best of all, it allows mul-
tiple users to access and to change the flowchart, 
which allows for some outstanding interactivity. 
There is also the chat feature which makes sure 
that everything doesn’t turn into chaos. The app 
is also capable of tracking all changes, and keeps 
tabs on who was involved in the collaborative 
process.

PIXTON 

One of the most unique digital classroom tools 
is Pixton, which allows children to create their 
own cartoon characters and comics. Having them 
create their own characters, and then present the 
lessons they have learned with the class through 
cartoons, can create an unparalleled level of 
engagement on their behalf, and change the way 
they view their education and literacy. 

VOICETHREAD 

VoiceThread is a teaching app which enables 
both students and teachers to upload photographs, 
images, clip art, scans, their own drawings, or even 
PowerPoint slides. Teachers and students can then 
add their own audio comments to the uploaded 
materials, which enables creative idea exchange 
and boost collaboration. It can also be used by 
teachers to upload a new lesson and provide audio 
commentary which further explains the subject 
matter.

SOCRATIVE 

One of the biggest challenges of education is 
gauging just how well the students have been able 
to grasp certain lessons and concepts explained by 
their teachers. Thanks to Socrative, teachers no 
longer need to guess which students have under-
stood the lesson. They simply share their inquiry 
using the app, and the students provide the feedback, 
thus making the teacher’s job much easier.

ENGRADE 

Engrade allows teachers to keep track of all 
their classes with just one application, and that 
includes managing grades and exporting them to 
Microsoft Excel. The same app can be used to track 
student attendance, as well as performance in class. 
Another useful feature of Engrade is that teachers 
can create interactive lessons using the materials 
they have collected online, and even make online 
quizzes that will prepare their students for future 
tests.

TOP HAT 

Top Hat enables teachers to create interesting 
and interactive presentations with the goal of 
enhancing student activity in class, and as well as 
their knowledge retention. Thanks to plenty of 
multimedia elements, teachers can engage stu-
dents, and check their knowledge of the subject, 
which is why this tool is especially useful for 
revision after each chapter.

TRELLO 

Trello is both a scheduling app and a project 
management tool rolled into one, which also sports 
a brilliantly designed user interface. Unlike some of 
the similar apps, this one will actually engage stu-
dents, especially those which prefer visuals. The app 
also facilitates communication between students 
and teachers, which can help them receive feedback 
on their learning workflows and assignments.

KAHOOT! 

Kahoot! allows teachers to introduce gaming 
elements in their classroom in order to engage 
students and grab their attention. The app enables 
them to create presentation, quizzes, and collab-
orate on each new lesson. Students can take part 
by checking out the presentations on a shared 
screen, or using their own smartphones, tablets, 
or laptops. Works best for groups.

READWRITETHINK 

ReadWriteThink is an online platform which 
can help teachers integrate stuff such as new lessons 
plans, presentations, and even afterschool activ-
ities, which they can then share with their students. 
What makes this app stand out is the huge number 
of resources it relies on, and the way it is organized, 
so that students and teachers are never more than 
a few steps away from finding what they need.

The digital era is definitely here to stay, and 
there is little we can do to stop it. The fact of the 
matter is, we may not want to, especially when it 
comes to education, which can be enhanced by 
all these different tools for digital classrooms; plat-
forms, apps, and devices. What matters is that 
students learn, and by communicating with them 
through a medium that they are familiar with, we 
have better chances of engaging and getting 
through to them. Let’s lead them into the future.

 https://elearningindustry.com

W
e are living in an era 
when technology 
has evolved our 
lives beyond our 
imagination. So 
used to tech-

enabled solutions, even the thought of 
living without them comes across as a 
nightmare to us. The education sector is 
also not spared from the shower of such 
tech advancements.  Today, students are 
happy learning lessons on their tablets and 
are enjoying the bliss of VR to go back in 
time and live in different eras — instead 
of merely reading their history notes. 

With technology additions becoming 
the norm, one should not contemplate 
that teachers are going to be replaced. 
Instead, these technology additions will 
act as a vehicle to complement them. 
Human teachers are always going to be 
an essential part of the education 
system. With the availability of more 
data, teachers would be able to leverage 
technology additions to ensure that 
every student is making the most of it. 
Teachers would be able to analyze 
student progress and provide person-
alized tests and assessments. This way, 
educators would also be able to rec-
ommend better ways of adding tech-
nology in the classrooms. 

Technology gives children the ability 
to learn in ways their parents and grand-
parents never had. Today’s learners have 
immediate access to answers and 
research. Yet, that access is changing 
the way students think. Listed below are 
a list of some of the advantages and dis-
advantages that surround the technology 
in classroom debate.

THE ADVANTAGES

1. Apps and platforms offer teachers 

ways to combine all the information they 
might need to know about a student — 
status, attendance history, performance, 
and English language proficiency,  to 
name a few. With this information, 
teachers can easily see how their stu-
dents are preforming as a whole class, 
as a subgroup, and as individuals, and 
can provide intervention as needed. 
Most educational technology apps 
include easy to use features, so that 
assessment data can also be shared with 
administrators and parents.

2. Educational technology is 
allowing teachers to see where students 
may be missing particular pieces of 
understanding and to then target lessons 
just for that knowledge. Instead of sitting 
through hour-long lectures of material 
they’ve mostly mastered, technology is 
allowing students to learn what they 
need, and when they need it.

3. Educational apps allow for stu-
dents to progress at their own pace. 
Many are adaptive, meaning that ques-
tions and problems will get easier or 
more difficult, depending on student 
performance. Programs can adjust to 
meet students at their precise learning 
levels. In addition, the multitude of apps 
and software available means that stu-
dents in the same classroom might be 
using different systems to learn similar 
material, depending on their interests 
and learning.

4. Incorporating technology into the 
classroom means that students have 
exposure and access to different ways of 
learning. Maybe some students do thrive 
in a lecture environment; others might be 
great independent learners, who can 
gather information from educational 
software. Giving students the choice of 
different ways to learn means they’ll likely 
explore and try different techniques, and 

in the end, learn the best strategies for 
themselves as individual learners.

5. Educational technology makes 
it possible for students with special 
needs to thrive in academic settings. 
From adaptive word processor apps 
to programs that speak for children 
w h o  s t r u g g l e  w i t h 

language, technology allows students 
to communicate and be involved with 
their teachers and classmates. 

THE DISADVANTAGES

1. Distracting is probably the number 
one worry of teachers who consider 

implementing classroom technology: 
The concern that students will be too 
busy tweeting or using Whatsapp and 
Snapchat to pay attention to the lesson. 
Students’ innate curiosity, coupled 
with their tech savvy could lead to 
more online socializing in 
environments where devices are easily 
accessible.

2. Plagiarism has been plaguing 
teachers forever. Students today can 
easily access essays, reports, class notes, 
tests, etc. online, making it that much 
more difficult for teachers to know if 
the work their students hand in is 
original. Though there are tech tools to 
help teachers discover if the work is 
plagiarized, no system is perfect.

3. Not all of our students have access 
to technology tools outside of the 
classroom. Yes, the library is an option, 
but there is often a wait for computers 
connected to the Internet, and even then, 
you can’t download apps and software 
onto public computers. Assigning 
technology use in the classroom is fine if 
all students have access to the device. But 
when educational technology programs 
are considered for homework, at home 
intervention, or even flipped learning, 
student access to the Internet must be 
considered.

4. Privacy of student information 
and data is enough of an issue to keep 
many teachers and schools away from 
implementing any sort of broad reaching 
tech initiatives. Apps and platforms have 
come a long way in improving their 
privacy measures, especially where 
students are involved.

There’s no right or wrong side of this 
debate. Educational technology has its 
plusses and minuses. It’s up to teachers 
and administrators to decide whether 
the good outweighs the bad.

Learning lessons on tablets: A boon or a bane?

12 online aid tools for 
digital classrooms
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O
n the 11th of March, 
7 SEK students 
travelled to Madrid, 
Spain to partake in 
the 13th annual SEK 

Model United Nations Con-
ference. They participated in the 
3-day conference where they 
represented the delegations of 
Mexico and Tunisia in the com-
mittees of United Nations Human 
Rights Council, the United Nation 
World Tourism Organization, the 
United Nations Educational, Sci-
entific and Cultural Organization 
and the United Nations Economic 
and Social Committee. 

Students collaborated with 
others to discuss issues such as the promotion of 
peace and sustainable development in Africa, 
competitive and responsible global tourism, sus-
tainable and reliable energy use in the modern 
world and combating the glorification of organ-
izational practices that fuel discrimination and 
xenophobia. 

In addition, they  conducted research and 
engaged in friendly negotiation that resulted in 
new perspectives regarding global issues. Fol-
lowing the conference, the students toured the 
city with the company of 7 SEK-El Castillo stu-
dents to expand their cultural perspective as well. 

The firm conviction of the SEK Educational   
Institution in the value of learning by using reference 
models is one of the main reasons why the SEKMUN 
project has been set in motion. SEKMUN represents     
the United Nations model, where participants come 
to understand that the best way to resolve problems  
is by dialogue and negotiation, and never by  vio-
lence. At a time of widespread globalization, the 
SEK Educational Institution is committed to this  
educational-cultural event in which students,  
besides learning about current issues and  interna-
tional policy, acquire a more global vision of the 
world.

SEK Model United Nations 
Conference 2019
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