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Foreword: Effective Teaching Strategies

THis e-book was germinated in the workshop on "Effective Teaching Strategies for Junior Faculty" sponsored by the AEJMC's Committee on Teaching at the AEJMC conference in Denver. With lively discussions and a mentor meet-up, this interactive workshop featured proven strategies for effective teaching and developing mentoring relationships.

This compendium provides a treasure trove of information, ideas, strategies, trends and wisdom that are relevant across the repertoire of our field. In preparing this compendium, I asked our distinguished panelists, my cherished colleagues on the AEJMC Teaching Committee and renowned scholars to perpetuate in print their ideas, tips and perspectives in a "Top Ten" list of wisdom points. Despite their busy summer (yes, relaxing summers are a myth!), our authors were generous with their time and energy. Their response was overwhelming and, for me, editing this compendium became an enriching experience.

This workshop marked a three-year pilot plan based on the "strategic directions" outlined by the AEJMC 2009 State of the Discipline report . It addressed four objectives: (i) Examine what we teach, how we teach and allay anxieties about a discipline in transition; (ii) Adapt course content to the new realities of communication and draw upon core values; (iii) Harness research, creative and professional activity, media and industry support, professional organizations and community resources to incorporate curriculum changes, technology innovations and assessment of learning outcomes; and (iv) Develop peer-to-peer and comentoring relationships.

Workshop participants were paired with individual mentors and received a Teaching Handbook of take-home tips, readings and resources to use throughout the year. While the workshop focused on helping those new to academe, experienced educators participated and contributed.

The workshop speakers featured winners of the Scripps Howard Journalism Administrator of the Year and Scripps Howard Journalism Teacher of the Year awards, renowned educators, and students who will celebrate and critique teaching in its current state and style. They covered ways to incorporate assessment of learning outcomes, grade inflation, student evaluations of teaching, student apathy and related issues in an age of entitlement, research resources to enhance teaching, and the use of online tools and social media for effective teaching.
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The workshop comprised four parts: Part I: The Seven Habits of Highly Effective Teachers; Part II: "Shoulda, Coulda, Mighta, Woulda": Exchange of Teaching Ideas; and Part III: Proven Ways to Flourish in Academe: A Mentoring Plan to Balance Teaching, Research, Service and Life; and Part IV: Mentor Meet-up. The workshop also addressed careeradvancement strategies: developing a dossier for tenure, promotion and continuing professional and scholarly development, as well as tips for balancing research, teaching, service and life.

I am grateful to Jennifer H. McGill, AEJMC, for helping us host this workshop, Rich Burke, AEJMC, for accounting support, Kysh Brown, AEJMC and Mich Sineath, AEJMC, for spreading the word through cyberspace. I also thank the entire AEJMC staff for their help and support.

If you wish to see some issues covered in future workshops, please share your ideas with members of the AEJMC Teaching Committee (see list below). Thanks for your participation in this important initiative.

Deb Aikat, North Carolina at Chapel Hill  Chair, AEJMC Teaching Committee

Teaching Committee Elected Members (2009-10): Debashis 'Deb' Aikat, (chair), University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill , Linda Aldoory, University of Maryland, College Park , Marianne Barrett, Arizona State University , Sheri Broyles (vice-chair), University of North Texas , Kenneth Campbell, University of South Carolina , Dane Claussen, Point Park University , Jennifer Greer, University of Alabama , Kim Lauffer, Towson University , Birgit Wassmuth, Kennesaw State University.
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Schedule for AEJMC's Committee on Teaching's Workshop on "Effective Teaching Strategies for Junior Faculty"

Tuesday, August 3, 2010 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. / AEJMC session 010 | Plaza Court 7 | 

Association for Education in Journalism and Mass Communication Elected Standing Committee on Teaching

Workshop Session: Effective Teaching Strategies

Moderating/Presiding: Debashis "Deb" Aikat, North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Scripps Howard Foundation Journalism Teacher of the Year 2003.

1:00 ? 1:15 p.m. Welcome and Introductions

1:15 to 2:15 p.m. Part I: The Seven Habits of Highly Effective Teachers Panelists: Sandra Chance, Florida, Scripps Howard Journalism Teacher of the Year 2004 Charles Davis, Missouri-Columbia, Scripps Howard Journalism Teacher of the Year 2008 Elinor Kelley Grusin, Memphis, Scripps Howard Journalism Teacher of the Year 2007 Andrea Appelhans, Denver, M. A. student Kirsten Cangilla, Denver, undergraduate student

With inspiring stories and an array of individual insights, panelists will begin this interactive session with brief remarks about the challenges and joys of teaching. Participants will share their teaching tips and discuss effective teaching.

2:15 to 2:30 p.m.: Break

2:30 ? 3:30 p.m.: Part II: "Shoulda, Coulda, Mighta, Woulda": Exchange of Teaching Ideas

Using Online Tools and Social Media for Effective Teaching Nikhil Moro, North Texas

Temptations, Tribulations and Thrills: Lessons in Learning Academic Culture Kenneth Campbell, South Carolina

Top Ten Teaching Errors (I've Made Them All!) Debashis "Deb" Aikat, North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Scripps Howard Foundation Journalism Teacher of the Year, 2003

Panelists will initiate an open exchange of teaching ideas. Send your best ideas to Deb Aikat at da@unc.edu by July 30, 2010. Participants will discuss teaching ideas.
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