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Fix It! Grammar Placement Tests

Placement Test 1: The Nose Tree

Because every book in Fix It! Grammar is foundational to the book after it, our recommendation is that all students begin with the first book: The Nose Tree. Each book includes advanced concepts, so if your students know much of the material, you can still use the first book and simply add the advanced concepts if they are ready for them. These are the concepts presented in The Nose Tree:

 Identify these parts of speech: nouns, articles, pronouns, verbs, helping verbs, adjectives, -ly adverbs, prepositions, coordinating conjunctions, clause starters (asia.b words).

 Use these punctuation marks correctly: end marks (periods, question marks, and exclamation points), quotation marks, apostrophes to show ownership and in contractions.

 Choose the correct homophone or usage when given a choice: there/their/they're, to/two/too, its/it's, your/you're.

 Understand basic rules for capitalization and indentation. If you think your students have mastered the concepts presented in The Nose Tree, use the placement test that begins on the next page to make sure.

1. Show them how to mark the Day 1 passage. 2. Have them mark the Day 2 passage independently. Use the remaining teacher's notes to

check their work. 3.Ask them all the questions included in the teacher's notes to evaluate mastery of the

material. If your students missed several items or are not confident of the grammar at this level, start with The Nose Tree. It is better to start with an easier level and build a strong foundation than move too quickly. Also, The Nose Tree includes advanced notations that can be discussed with students who are progressing quickly. For older students, you may wish to double up and cover two books in one year. If you believe your students understand these concepts well and have mastered the basic elements included in the teacher's notes, then have them begin with Robin Hood or take Placement Test 2 to see if they can begin with Book 3.

Revised April 21, 2015

Fix It! Grammar Placement Tests

Test 1

The Nose Tree Placement Test, Student Page

The student page below is from Week 22 of The Nose Tree. Using the teacher's notes pages to follow, show your students how to mark the Day 1 passage following this procedure:

1. Put three underlines under letters that should be capitalized. 2. Choose the correct homophone or usage (there/their/they're or its/it's) by crossing out the

incorrect ones. 3. Add the correct end mark. 4. Mark the following parts of speech by writing the indicated initials above the word.

a. noun (n) b. article (ar) c. pronoun (pr) d. who-which (w-w) e. verb (vb) f. adjective (adj) g. -ly adverb (ly) h. coordinating conjunction (cc) i. preposition (prep) 5.U nderline any prepositional phrases. Start with the preposition and end with the noun. Example: She hurried to the store. 6.The bolded word is a vocabulary word. You may look up its meaning if desired.

Week 22

vocabulary ? (indent) homophones capitals

DAY 1

end marks ( . ? ! ) quotation marks ( " " ) apostrophes ( ' )

n ar pr w-w vb adj ly cc

prep (preposition + noun, no verb)

meantime his comrades, who continued there /their /they're journey,

came to that same wood

DAY 2

suddenly one of them stumbled over something bizarre

DAY 3

2

"what can that be" queried the other. "its /it's not a tree root or stump"
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Test 1

The Nose Tree Teacher's Notes (Day 1)

Use this page to show your students how to mark the Day 1 passage on the student page.

Ask your students all the questions to ensure understanding.

Week 22

DAY 1

pr

n

w-w

vb

pr

n

? meantime his comrades, who continued there /their /they're journey,

vb prep adj adj

n

came to that same wood.

Fixes

Indent. Is this a new topic, speaker, place, or time? Answer: Yes. Start a new paragraph because of a new place.

Capitalization. Capitalize the first word of a sentence. Homophones. Have students cross out the incorrect there/their/they're and check the spelling when copied.

End marks. Period at end of statement.

Grammar Notations

Adjectives. that, same.

 Advanced. If your students do not mark these, let it go. Since they are not descriptive, it will be hard for many students to recognize that these are adjectives. Optional: Point out that both words describe the noun wood (that wood; same wood), and only adjectives can describe nouns.

Prepositional phrases. to that same wood.

Ask: What is the noun at the end of the prepositional phrase? Answer: wood.

Ask: How does the phrase fit the pattern (preposition + noun, no verb)? Use the parts of speech notations to help show this. Answer: to ... wood.

Who-which clauses. Mark with w-w and read aloud: who continued their journey.

Ask: What noun immediately before it does this who clause describe? Answer: comrades.

Ask students to show you where the commas are placed.

 Advanced. Point out that the who clause has its own verb (who were journeying) and that there must be another verb in the sentence that is not inside the who clause: his comrades came. Tell them Mr. Pudewa's words: "Don't let your who clause steal your sentence!"

meantime: meanwhile; at the same time
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Test 1 The Nose Tree Teacher's Notes (Day 2)

Have your students mark the Day 2 passage on the student page independently. Use the Day 2 teacher's notes below to check their work. Again, ask your students all the questions to determine their level of understanding. Week 22

DAY 2

ly

n prep pr

vb

prep

n

adj

suddenly one of them stumbled over something bizarre.

Fixes

Indent. Is this a new topic, speaker, place, or time? Answer: No, because it continues the topic of their travel in the wood.

Capitalization. Capitalize the first word of a sentence. End marks. Period at end of statement.

Grammar notations

Adjectives. bizarre. Ask: What does bizarre describe? Answer: something. Adjectives can modify pronouns as well as nouns.

Prepositional phrases. of them, over something.

Explain that prepositional phrases can end in nouns or pronouns. Ask: What is the noun or pronoun at the end of each prepositional phrase? Answer: them, something.

Ask: How does the phrase fit the pattern (preposition + noun/pronoun, no verb)? Use the parts of speech notations to help show this.

bizarre: unusual; strange; unexpected

If your students missed several items or are not confident of the grammar at this level, start with Book 1: The Nose Tree. It is better to start with an easier level and build a strong foundation than to move too quickly. Also, The Nose Tree includes optional advanced concepts that can be discussed with students who are progressing quickly. For older students, you may wish to double up and cover two books in one year.

If you believe your students have mastered the concepts included in the teacher's notes, then have them begin with Book 2: Robin Hood.

To determine if they are beyond Book 2, have them take Placement Test 2 (next page) to see if they can begin with Book 3.
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Placement Test 2: Robin Hood

Because every book in Fix It! Grammar is foundational to the book after it, our recommendation is that all students begin with the first book: The Nose Tree. This placement test is for those who have passed Placement Test 1 and would like to determine if they are ready for Book 3: Frog Prince, or Just Deserts. In addition to a quick review of the grammar presented in the first book, The Nose Tree, Robin Hood teaches students to

 identify subject-verb pairs  identify clauses and phrases  distinguish main and dependent clauses  correctly use then/than and lie/lay  combine sentences with a who or which  identify and correctly punctuate five of the six sentence openers (#1 subject,

#2 prepositional, #3 -ly, #5 clausal, and #6 vss)  correctly punctuate coordinate and cumulative adjectives  use the rules for writing numbers If you think your students have mastered the concepts presented in both books, use the placement test that begins on the next page to make sure. 1. Show them how to mark the Day 1 passage. 2.Have them mark the Day 2 passage independently. Use the remaining teacher's pages to

check their work. 3.Ask them all the questions included in the teacher's notes to evaluate mastery of the

material. If your students know their parts of speech cold but are not confident of the grammar at this level, start with Robin Hood. It is better to start with an easier level and build a strong foundation than move too quickly. Also, Robin Hood includes advanced notations that can be discussed with students who are progressing quickly. If you believe your students understand these concepts well and have mastered the elements included in the teacher's notes, then have them begin with Frog Prince, or Just Deserts, or take Placement Test 3 to see if they can begin with Book 4.
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