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Who Am I in Christ?

Your Identity in Christ

Your identity defines who you are and is often linked to what you do, what you like, where you are from, or how you see yourself. For example, notice how some people introduce themselves for the first time. "Good morning. My name is Dr. Simms. I'm a pediatrician." "Hi, I'm Allen. I'm from New York." "Hello everyone. My name is Mike and I'm an alcoholic." "Hello, I'm Janet and I have three children."

As the above indicates, people identify themselves differently. Everyone, however, has a common identity apart from Jesus Christ. This common identity is linked to what we have done, as Romans 3:23 says, "All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God." It doesn't matter if someone sinned a little or a lot. Everyone has sinned and can be identified as a sinner.

On the other hand, when one turns from sin and places faith in Christ, that person has a new spiritual identity.

[See Life's Most Important Decision at  and Spiritual Realities Before and After Receiving Christ at  20Receiving%20Christ.pdf]

Instead of being defined in relation to sin, a believer is defined by Christ's righteousness and is viewed as being "in Christ." The Apostle Paul said in 1 Corinthians 1:30, "But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption." (emphasis added)

It may initially be difficult to understand, but Jesus Christ can live in and through you and, as a result, your identity is linked with Him (Galatians 2:20).

Galatians 2:20, "I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me." (emphasis added)

The moment you believe in Jesus, you have a new identity in Christ. For example, when He died on the cross, you died on the cross so that you could live with Him (Romans 6:6-8).

Romans 6:6-8, Knowing this, that our old self was crucified with him, in order that our body of sin might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin; 7 for he who has died is freed from sin. 8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him." (emphasis added)

When He rose from the dead, you rose from the dead (Colossians 2:12).

Colossians 2:12, having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised up with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. (emphasis added)

You are in Christ and Christ is in you. He is your identity! This does not mean you are equal with Christ. It does mean that your old life has passed away, and your new life is found in Him (2 Corinthians 5:17).

2 Corinthians 5:17, Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come. (emphasis added)

This profound change is multi-faceted and brings us to the question Who am I in Christ? The many answers to that question comprise a catalog of the things God does for believers at the moment of salvation. These fundamental realities are for every believer in Christ and encompass the foundational truths of justification and sanctification.

Justification declares once-for-all that a believer is righteous and holy before God now and forevermore. Justification is what God has already done on behalf of every believer and is perfect and permanent.

Sanctification refers to God's continuing work in a believer's life that results in on-going Christ-like development. This process is life-long but will not bring any believer to perfection in this life. Total sanctification is complete only when a believer is in the physical presence of the Lord Jesus Christ.

As a believer, your identity in Christ is not based on your personal goodness or worth. Instead, your identity is a demonstration of God's grace at work in you to justify you and to sanctify you in Him. The Apostle Paul realized the
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reality of God's grace when he said . . .

1 Corinthians 15:10, But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me did not prove vain; but I labored even more than all of them (the apostles), yet not I, but the grace of God with me. (explanation added)

The following list presents New Testament characteristics of believers in Christ. These "I am" characteristics appear in the order of the New Testament books. (This list is also summarized at its conclusion under the two categories of complete and in process.) Reading the list will provide some level of encouragement, but you will fully realize the God-glorifying benefits only when you embrace and incorporate these truths into your life.

NOTE: You may be surprised at the number of New Testament references in this document that address the question "Who am I in Christ?" In spite of the abundance of verses, there are many others that were omitted because of a common message with verses already listed. Additionally, descriptions of the writers of the New Testament or other mentioned believers are not highlighted even though their characteristics are applicable to believers of any age. For example, the following self-description of the Apostle Paul is not listed even though believers around the world could describe themselves similarly.

Philippians 3:7-11, But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ, 9 and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith, 10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; 11 in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.

Plus, all Old Testament passages that are applicable to followers of Christ, such as the 23rd Psalm, are also not referenced.

Even with these purposeful omissions, the following characteristics provide ample reasons for every believer to continually give thanks and praise to God for "who I am in Christ."

If you are a believer in Christ, then based on your identity in Him, you can legitimately say, "Because of God's grace, I am ..."

... the salt of the earth

Matthew 5:13, You (plural) are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has become tasteless, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men. [insert added to emphasize that the salt of the earth involves the community of believers in Christ]

... the light of the world

Matthew 5:14, You (plural) are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. [insert added to emphasize that the light of the world involves the community of believers in Christ]

... blessed of God with a promised inheritance of the kingdom of God

Matthew 25:34, Then the King will say to those on His right, "Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world."

... a slave under the lordship of Christ

Luke 17:10, So you too, when you do all the things which are commanded you, say, "We are unworthy slaves; we have done only that which we ought to have done."

... a child of God

John 1:12, But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name.

... a recipient of eternal life and will never perish

John 3:16, For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.

... released from God's judgment and now have eternal life as a result of believing God

John 5:24, Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.
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... assured by Jesus that my spiritual hunger and thirst can be satisfied in Him

John 6:35, Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me will not hunger, and he who believes in Me will never thirst."

... secure in the sustaining power of Christ and the accompanying promise of having eternal life

John 6:37-40, "All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out. 38 For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me. 39 This is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day. 40 For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day."

... delivered from walking in spiritual darkness and now have the Light of life

John 8:12, Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, "I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life."

... a recipient of abundant life provided by the Lord Jesus Christ

John 10:10, The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.

... known by Jesus the Good Shepherd and, in turn, I know Him John 10:14-15, I am the good shepherd, and I know My own and My own know Me, 15 even as the Father knows Me and I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep.

... secure in Jesus Christ and in God the Father John 10:27-30, My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; 28 and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand. 30 I and the Father are one.

... promised by Jesus that I will never die because I believe in Him

John 11:25-26, Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live even if he dies, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die. Do you believe this?"

... no longer in spiritual darkness because I believe in Jesus, the Light of the world

John 12:46, I have come as Light into the world, so that everyone who believes in Me will not remain in darkness.

... assured I will be with Jesus forever as a result of believing in Him John 14:1-3, Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. 2 In My Father's house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. 3 If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also.

... a recipient of the Holy Spirit, who lives within me John 14:16-17, I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; 17 that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you.

... a branch (a channel of Christ's life) that is united with the true vine (Jesus)

John 15:5, I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing.

... Christ's friend

John 15:14-15, You are My friends if you do what I command you. No longer do I call you slaves, for the slave does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I have heard from My Father I have made known to you.

... chosen and appointed by Christ to bear His fruit

John 15:16, You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give to you.

... a personal witness of Christ for Christ wherever I am

Acts 1:8, but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.
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... forgiven of all my sins because I believe in the Lord Jesus Christ

Acts 10:43, Of Him all the prophets bear witness that through His name everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins.

... justified freely by God's grace through the redemption provided by Jesus Christ

Romans 3:24, being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus

... credited with righteousness through my belief/faith in Christ

Romans 4:5, But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited as righteousness

... justified by faith and at peace with God through Jesus Christ

Romans 5:1, Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ ... standing in God's grace and exulting in the hope of His glory

Romans 5:2, through whom (Jesus Christ) also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God. (insert added)

... enabled to develop spiritually, even in difficult situations of life, because of God's love and the indwelling Holy Spirit

Romans 5:3-5, And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance; 4 and perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope; 5 and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.

... assured of God's love in that Christ died for me when I was a sinner

Romans 5:6-8, For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For one will hardly die for a righteous man; [d]though perhaps for the good man someone would dare even to die. 8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

... justified before God through the blood of Christ, reconciled to God by the death of Christ, and saved from God's wrath by the life of Christ

Romans 5:9-11, Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him. 10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 11 And not only this, but we also exult in God through our Lord

Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation.

... so identified with Christ that I am baptized into His death

Romans 6:3, Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death?

... enabled to walk in newness of life because of my identification with Christ

Romans 6:4, Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.

... united with Christ in the likeness of His death and resurrection

Romans 6:5, For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection,

... crucified with Christ and no longer a slave to sin

Romans 6:6-7, knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin; 7 for he who has died is freed from sin.

... identified with Christ in His death and will live eternally with Him

Romans 6:8, Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him.

... empowered to live righteously unto God since I am no longer under the Law or sin's mastery

Romans 6:11-14, Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 12Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its lusts, 13 and do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness; but present yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God. 14 For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law but under grace.
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... a slave of righteousness

Romans 6:17-18, But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to which you were committed, 18and having been freed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.

... enslaved to God with the benefit of being sanctified (growing in Christ and set apart for God's use) and having eternal life

Romans 6:22-23, But now having been freed from sin and enslaved to God, you derive your benefit, resulting in sanctification, and the outcome, eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

... dead to the Law by Christ's work on my behalf and am now joined to Him and enabled to produce spiritual fruit for God

Romans 7:4-6, Therefore, my brethren, you also were made to die to the Law through the body of Christ, so that you might be joined to another, to Him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit for God. 5 For while we were in the flesh, the sinful passions, which were aroused by the Law, were at work in the members of our body to bear fruit for death. 6 But now we have been released from the Law, having died to that by which we were bound, so that we serve in newness of the Spirit and not in oldness of the letter.

... free from God's condemnation

Romans 8:1-2, Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death.

... indwelt by the Holy Spirit and, as a result, spiritually alive in Christ

Romans 8:9-11, However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him. 10If Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, yet the spirit is alive because of righteousness. 11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.

... a child of God and a joint heir with Christ Romans 8:14-17, For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 15 For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, "Abba! Father!" The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God 17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.

... helped by the Holy Spirit with regard to my weakness in prayer

Romans 8:26-27, In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words; 27 and He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

... assured that God works all things together for good in my life

Romans 8:28, And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.

... predestined to become more and more like Jesus Christ since I am called by God and justified by Him with the assurance of being glorified

Romans 8:29-30, For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; 30 and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified.

... safe in the love of Christ and enabled to be an overwhelming conqueror in the face of trouble Romans 8:31-39, What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things? 33 Who will bring a charge against God's elect? God is the one who justifies; 34 who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. 35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 Just as it is written, "FOR YOUR SAKE WE ARE BEING PUT TO DEATH ALL DAY LONG; WE WERE CONSIDERED AS SHEEP TO BE SLAUGHTERED." 37 But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us. 38 For
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